
 

After months of planning, 

work is now underway on 

the redisplay of level 2 of 

the museum.  By February 

2015 this space will be 

transformed into a new 

gallery for the Himalayas, 

India and Southeast Asia.  

 

As usual, we will try to 

keep disruption to a  

minimum but there will be 

some periods of time when 

access to the lower levels 

of the museum by lift will 

have to be restricted to 

ensure visitor safety.   

 

The centre of the gallery 

will be cleared for October 

to allow for Celebration of 

Japan and Diwali events 

(see pages 2 and 3 for  

details).  Indian and South-

east Asian material used 

for schools teaching will 

stay on display around the 

edge of the gallery for the 

Diwali celebrations.   

 

From 17th November the 

whole gallery will be closed 

so that electrical and  

flooring work can take 
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Green Library also had an 

opportunity to enjoy  

treasures from our  

Japanese collections on 

display over the summer.   

 

Outside Durham, touring 

exhibitions created by the 

museum team were seen 

by more than 55,000  

people across the UK and 

many thousands more in 

China.   

The academic year runs 

from August to July so  

every summer we look 

back and assess what we 

have achieved.  2013/14 

was exceptional for us.   

 

The number of visitors 

coming to the museum 

rose to just under 30,000, 

an increase of more than 

20% on the previous year.  

A significant factor in this 

increase was the huge 

jump in school visits, made 

possible by the creation of 

a second classroom in 

January 2014.  This  

enabled our Learning team 

to run sessions for 4,921  

children in the museum 

over the year.   

 

We hosted 8 temporary 

exhibitions in the Museum 

and visitors to Palace 

Record breaking year at the Museum 

place before new cases 

are installed.  This means 

that there will be no lift  

access to the MacDonald 

Gallery from 17th  

November until the middle 

of December.  The only 

access will be via the spiral 

staircase.  Please bear this 

in mind if you are planning 

a visit to the Museum in 

November or December.  

The MacDonald Gallery of China  
Access will be limited during November & December 
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Celebration of Japan  

This October sees the  

re-launch of Japanese 

Studies at Durham  

University.  To mark the 

occasion the Oriental 

Museum has teamed up 

with colleagues in the 

Department for Modern 

Languages and  

Cultures, the Japanese 

Embassy, the Japan 

Foundation, Friends of 

the Oriental Museum and 

others to create a two 

week festival  

celebrating the culture of 

Japan.  

 

From 6-19th October you 

can enjoy a range of events 

including lectures,  

workshops, music and film.  

All of the events are free 

and open to everyone.  

 

Japanese traditional food culture: lecture & food tasting 

Monday 6th October, 6pm, Business School  

Prof Hiroko Nakazawa, Japan Cultural Envoy for Japanese Food from the Japan Agency 

for Cultural Affairs, will explore traditional ideas and wisdom behind Japan’s healthy diet 

This event is FREE but numbers are limited.  To reserve your place please go to 

www.eventbrite.co.uk and search for Oriental Museum.  

 

Shodo Girls!! 書道ガールズ!! わたしたちの甲子園 

Tuesday 7th October, 6pm, Elvet Riverside, lecture theatre 142 

The story of three high school girls who revive the fortunes of their depression-battered 

town by organising a performance calligraphy competition.   

 

An evening of Japanese folk song with the SOAS Min’yo Group 

Thursday 9th October, 7pm, Oriental Museum 

Performance and lecture featuring traditional Japanese folk music for work, dance and 

celebration.  Sponsored by the Friends of the Oriental Museum. 

This event is FREE but numbers are limited.  To reserve your place please go to 

www.eventbrite.co.uk and search for Oriental Museum.  

 

Reading Japanese Literature through the Lens of Area Studies  

Friday 10th October, drinks from 5.30pm, lecture at 6.15pm, Oriental Museum 

Lecture by Prof Shion Kono of Sophia University, Tokyo. 

Drawing on recent discussions on world literature and his own research in the translation 

of Japanese literature, Dr Kono will offer a historical perspective on reading Japanese 

literature outside Japan and discuss opportunities and challenges for the future.   

Sponsored by the Japan Foundation. 

 

Go Workshop 

Saturday 11th October, 1-5pm, Oriental Museum 

Learn the ancient game of Go from Japanese Master Chizu Kobayashi with support from 

Durham University’s Go Club.  Sponsored by the Japanese Embassy.  

 

The Wife of Gegege  ゲゲゲの女房 

Monday 13th October, 6pm, Elvet Riverside, lecture theatre 142 

Based on the true story Nunoe Mura, a young woman struggling to make ends meet as 

she supports her husband in his dream to become a successful manga artist.  

 

Fireworks from the Heart  おにいちゃんのハナビ 

Wednesday 15th October, 6pm, Elvet Riverside, lecture theatre 142 

The story of Hana and her fight to help her reclusive brother Taro, while also fighting her 

own battle with leukaemia. 

 

Hankyu Railway—a 15-minute miracle  阪急電車 片道15分の奇跡 

Friday 17th October, 6pm, Elvet Riverside, lecture theatre 142 

The lives of a group of commuters are changed forever when they interact with one  

another.  

 

Teikyo Festival  

Saturday 18th October, 10am to 4pm, Lafcadio Hearn Cultural Centre 

This annual festival led by students from Teikyo University of Japan in Durham  

showcases Japanese music, martial arts, crafts and food.  Entry to the Oriental Museum 

is free all day and there will be Japanese crafts in the Oriental Museum from 1-3pm.   

U p d a t i n g  t h e  O r i e n t a l  M u s e u m  
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Diwali is best known as the Indian 

‘festival of lights’ and this year will 

once again see the Oriental  

Museum decked with lights to  

celebrate this fantastic event.  

 

Diwali is mainly celebrated by  

Hindus, who view the festival as a 

triumph of light over dark, but the 

festival is also observed by Jains 

and celebrated by the Sikh  

community who mark the  

anniversary of the release of the  

6
th
 Guru from prison at this time.  

 

The festivities at the Oriental  

Museum will happen during a  

special late night opening on the 

evening of Diwali, the 23
rd

 October. 

This year we will start with a  

traditional Puja ceremony for  

Lakshmi, the Goddess of wealth, 

beauty and prosperity performed by 

members of the local Hindu  

community. This will be followed by 

art activities, traditional storytelling 

and food tasting.  

 

On the evening of Diwali we will also 

be opening a new temporary  

exhibition featuring work by artists 

from East Durham Artists Network 

(EDAN). EDAN members have  

taken part in several workshops and 

object handling sessions over the 

last few months and have created 

new artworks directly inspired by the 

museum’s rich and diverse South 

Asian collections. This exhibition will 

run until December 21
st
 and pieces 

from this exhibition are available to 

purchase.  

 

Diwali 2014: Thursday 23
rd

 October, 

6 - 8pm £1 entry, free flower  

garlands to the first 50 children.  

Additional event: Sita Sings the 

Blues, Monday 27
th
 October 6 - 8pm, 

FREE entry.  A film directed, written,  

produced, designed and animated 

by Nina Paley.  

Sita is a  

goddess  

separated 

from her  

beloved Lord 

and husband 

Rama. Nina is 

an animator 

whose  

husband 

moves to In-

dia, then 

dumps her by email. Three hilarious 

shadow puppets narrate both  

ancient tragedy and modern comedy 

in this beautifully animated  

interpretation of the epic Ramayana.  

textiles, beadwork, puppets and  

artworks.  It will take us some time 

to catalogue all of these donations 

but visitors will start to see new  

objects appearing in the galleries 

over the next few months 

 

It has been particularly exciting to 

receive so many donations of  

textiles and rugs.  Light can be very 

harmful to fabrics.  In order to  

preserve the textiles that we have in 

the collection, we change the  

displays every six months and then 

rest any piece that has been on  

display for several years before  

putting it out again.  Being given so 

many new pieces of clothing and 

rugs will enable us to build more 

textile elements into the new  

displays for India, Southeast Asia 

and the Middle East as we continue 

to develop our new galleries.   

As a university museum, the other 

important use for our collections is 

to support teaching and research 

undertaken by students.  Some of 

these new objects are already  

being selected for use in student  

project work.  None of this would 

be possible without the generous 

support of our donors.  A huge 

thank you to them all.    

The Oriental Museum would not 

exist without the generosity of the 

many collectors who have donated 

their much loved objects to us over 

the years.  Since the School of  

Oriental Studies first began collect-

ing in the 1950s more than 300  

individuals have donated objects to 

the museum.  Some give just one 

object, others hundreds or even 

(occasionally) thousands.  We are 

equally grateful to them all.   

 

2014 has been a particularly  

exciting year for new additions to 

the collection from private donors.  

Donations this year include  

ceramics from South Asia; Islamic 

textiles, metalwork and jewellery; 

rugs from a number of countries 

across the Middle East; Korean  

furniture and Southeast Asian  

New additions to the collection 

Diwali 2014 

Islamic metalwork  
donated by Mr & Mrs Glendenning 
being used for a student project 

this year 



The Oriental Museum has 

been successful in its  

application to join the Investing 

in Children scheme.  Investing 

in Children promotes the  

human rights of children and 

young people.  First created by 

a partnership between Durham 

County Council and the NHS 

in 1995, the organization now 

works with partners right 

across the country.  

 

Investing in Children  

membership recognizes and 

celebrates examples of  

imaginative practice with  

children and young people.  

Although the museum did 

have to go through a formal 

assessment with a trained  

assessor, the difference with 

this award is that it is validated 

by children and young people 

themselves.  What matters is 

what the young people have to 

say about us.  

 

The Oriental Museum now 

runs Little Dragons, a club for 

Under 5s on a Wednesday 

morning, Durham Archaeology 

Explorers (DAX) a monthly 

club for 7-11 year olds, weekly 

drop in family activities every 

Saturday afternoon and a 

packed programme of  

activities during the school 

holidays.  Staff had to  

demonstrate that during all of 

these activities we are  

listening to what children and 

their families are saying to us 

and involving children in  

shaping the activities and 

clubs.   

Oriental Museum 
Elvet Hill 
Durham 
DH1 3TH 

Phone: 0191 334 5694 
Fax: 0191 334 5640 
E-mail: oriental.museum@durham.ac.uk 
Website: www.durham.ac.uk/oriental.museum 

The Oriental Museum is the only museum in the North 

of Britain devoted entirely to the art and archaeology 

of the Orient.  Our Chinese and Ancient Egyptian  

collections are among the finest to be found anywhere 

in Britain.  Other current displays include Japan,  

Korea, Central, South and South East Asia and the 

Near and Middle East.   

 

The museum hosts regularly changing temporary 

exhibitions which offer visitors a chance to explore  

different aspects of Asian material culture, art and  

archaeology.  We run a lively programme of events 

including family activities during the school holidays 

and an annual series of lectures organized by the 

Friends of the Oriental Museum.  

Investing in Children 

One of the members of DAX meets 

some Vikings! 


