
 
 

Oriental Museum and Durham Castle Museum 
Environmental and Social Responsibility Policy 

 
Durham University aims to be recognised as one of the most environmentally sustainable 
universities.  To achieve this goal will require the active commitment of every member of the 
University community.  
 
Durham University Environmental Policy Aims 

 To analyse the University’s environmental footprint and initiate changes necessary to improve 
the University’s environmental performance.  

 To make all members of the University community aware of their environmental impacts and 
to encourage them to develop a sustainable approach to their work and lifestyle.  

 To co-operate, where possible, with the wider community, in order to implement 
environmental action plans from the local community through to the global level.  
  

As part of this university-wide initiative individual departments and colleges have been 
encouraged to set up their own environment team and to create a department/college specific 
environmental policy.   
 
Oriental Museum and Durham Castle Museum Environmental Policy Aims 
We are committed to working in a sustainable way across all sites and collections.  We will seek to: 
 

 Comply with the requirements of environmental legislation and approved codes of practice 

 Adopt all University led environmental directives  

 Address environmental sustainability in every major strategic plan  

 Continuously seek to improve our environmental and social performance, with the 
intention of ensuring that all our activities are carried out ethically and to the highest 
standards 

 Measure and, where possible, reduce use of energy, water and other resources in line with 
the aims of the University Carbon Management Plan 

 Minimise our waste production whilst increasing recycling and reuse 

 Raise awareness, encourage participation and, where appropriate, train staff and 
volunteers in sustainable practices 

 Maintain and, where possible, improve our environmental purchasing in line with the 
University’s Corporate Social Responsibility Policy for Procurement, seeking to source 
sustainable and ethical products where possible both for use within our venues and for 
sale in our shops and cafes 

 Increase the range of Fairtrade products sold in our shops and cafes and promote 
awareness of Fairtrade 

 Ensure that environmental sustainability is considered in our research and teaching 
activities 

 Work with Estates and Buildings to enhance the health of ecosystems and seek to 
maintain, or increase, the diversity and abundance of native species within all of the 
outdoor spaces for which we are responsible 

 Assist visitors to use our venues and services in an environmentally sensitive way 



 Achieve the highest practical environmental standards for all new builds and significant 
refurbishments within our buildings 

 Work with our local communities and other partners to help the region become more 
sustainable 

 Undergo assessment within the Green Tourism Business Scheme every two years as an 
ongoing measure of our sustainable practices 
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