
Student-facing Statement 

Serious Adverse Circumstances (SACs) and Strike Action 

Durham has a process for considering exceptional personal mitigating circumstances – 

called Serious Adverse Circumstances (SACs). Students can request that their exceptional 

circumstances be considered by submitting a SAC form.  

As part of our approach to mitigating the impact of the strike action, we have put in place 

measures to consider mitigating circumstances for all students affected by strike 

action automatically. 

What Will Happen? 

Where teaching has been disrupted for all students, or a group of students, on an individual 

module, Boards of Examiners will consider the extent to which the disruption is likely to have 

affected the students’ assessment. 

For each module/assessment, the Board will consider the module outline, a summary of the 

impact of the strike on module (e.g. missed lectures, seminars, tutorials, guidance), and the 

mitigation put in place (e.g. additional sessions, additional guidance, changes in assessment 

questions, changes in marking practice, etc). They will then consider whether the impact has 

been successfully mitigated, or whether further action is required. This further action will 

include applying the equivalent of a SAC grading (of 0-3, in line with the SAC policy) to 

affected students. 

Why? 

We have taken this proactive approach for the following key reasons.  

Consistency & Fairness: considering mitigating circumstances for strike action 

automatically avoids a scenario where only those students who submit an SAC form have 

them considered. Having one approach adopted by all departments ensures that all students 

are treated consistently. 

Pressure: automatic consideration avoids students feeling pressured to complete an 

(unnecessary) SAC form during the examination period.  

Focus: considering mitigating circumstances relating to strike action for all affected students 

ensures that our SAC Scrutiny Sub-Committees can retain their focus on considering 

individual students with exceptional personal circumstances. 

Will I need to submit an SAC form? 

The University defines SACs as: 

“Exceptional personal circumstances, outside your control, that have prevented you from 

either acquiring or demonstrating the skills, knowledge or competencies required to meet the 

learning outcomes associated with an assessment that contributes to the qualification for 

which you are studying notwithstanding your best efforts, in consultation with your 

department/school and College, to mitigate those circumstances” 



Our approach to mitigating the impact of the strike action means that you do not need to 

submit an SAC form simply because of the strike action. Your department(s) already 

holds detailed information on all modules affected by strike action, and will consider the 

effect on students’ marks as a matter of course.  

There may be exceptional reasons relating to your specific personal circumstances which 

give you good reason to submit an individual SAC form relating to strike action.  As with any 

SAC, this will be the exception rather than the norm, and you will need to explain how an 

instance of strike action (e.g. a specific class that was cancelled) affected you as an 

individual, and why it had a serious effect on your performance in assessment(s) despite the 

Department’s attempts at mitigation. 


