
Email to Staff – 10 March 2020 
 
Dear colleagues,  
 
This email contains an important coronavirus update, please take the time to read the 
information carefully and then visit our coronavirus webpage for more information.   
 
UEC decisions and advice  
 
After careful consideration by UEC, we would like to make you aware of the following travel 
advice and decisions: 
   

 Until further notice, all work-related travel outside the UK should be postponed or 
cancelled unless it is essential. Decisions regarding what would constitute ‘essential 
travel’ should be made at a local level, following a thorough risk assessment. We 
would expect any decisions to approve overseas travel to be by exception.  

 We advise that large scale conferences and events should be cancelled, particularly 
where there would be a high proportion of international visitors. If you need further 
guidance, please contact your Executive Dean in the first instance.  

 Students are advised that field trips outside the UK will be postponed or cancelled 
until further notice.   

 We have contacted students on placement in Italy and advised them to consider 
returning to their place of permanent residence. Students on placement in other 
international locations are advised to follow the Foreign & Commonwealth Office and 
Public Health England advice.  

 
If you are currently outside the UK on University business, we understand that you may wish 
to return to the UK. Please contact your Head of Department or supervisor to discuss your 
options.   
 
Planning and preparing to work remotely  
 
Colleagues in CIS are working with partners across the University to develop guidelines to 
help you plan and prepare for working remotely, should you need to do so.  
 
We are developing a remote working website which will provide information and advice on 
working remotely. The link to the website will be added to our coronavirus webpage as soon 
as it is available.  
 
 
The decisions and guidance above will apply for the next 3 months in the first instance but 
will be kept under regular review by UEC. This is a fast-changing situation and we will 
continue to update our information and guidance as the situation develops.   
 
Thank you all for your ongoing cooperation and patience as we work to mitigate the potential 
impacts of Covid-19.   
   
Best wishes,  
 
Claire O'Malley  
Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Global) 

 

https://www.dur.ac.uk/notices/coronavirus/

