
Email to staff – 6 March 2020 

 

Dear colleagues, 

This message contains important information about the spread of Covid-19, also known as the 

coronavirus; about how the University is planning for and will respond to the expected spread of 

Covid-19; and about how and when we will communicate further updates. Please take the time to 

read it carefully.   

Covid-19: cases and action 

As of 7am on Friday 6 March, over 20,000 people in the UK had been tested for Covid-19, with 163 

tests confirmed as positive.  One patient who tested positive has since died.  

The UK Government has indicated that we will shortly be entering a ‘Delay’ phase of Covid-19 

planning.  Measures to delay the onset of the pandemic will give the authorities more time to put in 

place mitigation measures to deal with the virus as it approaches peak incidence.  

Consideration might be given to closing schools and universities, as has happened in Italy, although I 

must emphasise this is not currently being proposed in the UK: we remain open. The government will 
also continue its campaigns around hand washing, self-quarantine and other protective measures.   

University planning and response  

I want to assure you that the University Executive Committee (UEC) sees Covid-19 planning as its 
first and overriding duty. Within this, our priorities are:  

i) The health and wellbeing of our staff and students 

ii) The continuity of our education, research and operations 

iii) The financial sustainability of the institution 

iv) Listening and communicating. 

A Covid-19 Planning Group has been set up, led by Professor Claire O’Malley, Pro-Vice-Chancellor 

(Global), and is reporting to UEC at least weekly.  

Reporting to the Planning Group are two sub-Groups, focusing on Education and Operations, with 

effective communications and information sharing key to all three Groups.  

The sub-groups include colleagues from across the University with responsibilities for examinations, 
admissions, College operations, business resilience, IT, the estate, the website and more.  

Prioritisation of work 

Given the urgency of Covid-19 planning, UEC will soon recommend that we pause work on certain 
strategic projects where they can be delayed.  More on that next week. 

The Covid-19 Planning Group will need to call upon managers and members of staff across the 

University at short notice. Sometimes, these requests will be more prescriptive than would be normal 

for us. I hope everyone understands why this is necessary: Covid-19 presents a potentially critical 
threat to the University and prioritised actions will need to be taken at pace. 

Please do all you can to co-operate with Claire and her colleagues when asked to do so.  

 

Further information 

We recognise that high-quality information and communications are essential in this situation. Claire 

will continue to send emails regularly and I would ask that you prioritise reading them. 

Further actions for the University will be considered by UEC on Tuesday  10th March and 
communicated to you shortly afterwards.  



More ‘Frequently Asked Questions ’ will be added to our website next week and a dedicated email 

address will be set up so that we can better take on board your concerns and suggestions.  

I am sure that our close connections as a community mean that we will all look out for each other.  I’m 

sure, too, that we all hope the pandemic does not gather pace and that family members, friends and 

colleagues across the UK and beyond stay healthy.  

However, we must be properly prepared.  Thank you all for your patience and help as we finalise our 

preparations. 

 

Best wishes 

Stuart Corbridge 

Vice-Chancellor 

  

https://www.dur.ac.uk/notices/coronavirus/

