
Email to students and staff – 2  March 2020 

 

Dear all, 

We are continuing to keep you informed of the latest advice from Public Health England 

(PHE) and the Foreign & Commonwealth Office (FCO) following updates received 

today.  

Returning Travellers  

Please be aware that the government have updated advice for travellers who have 

returned to the UK from Iran, specific lock-down areas in Northern Italy, and special 

care zones in South Korea.  

If you have returned from these areas since 19 February, you are now advised to self-

isolate on return, even if you are not experiencing any symptoms.  

Please see the Foreign and Commonwealth webpages for the latest information. 

You can also see this information in a visual format including maps of affected areas 

here: COVID-19: Specified countries and areas with implications for returning travellers 

or visitors arriving in the UK. 

Please note, outside of the specific lockdown areas in Italy (outlined on this map) 
Northern Italy has been categorised as “Category 2” by the UK government and the 
FCO and PHE.  Travellers from Category 2 areas do not need to undertake any special 
measures, but if they develop symptoms they should self-isolate and call for medical 
advice. 
 
Immigration Guidance  

The UK Government has also published guidance on immigration provisions for 

individuals in the UK who are unable to return to China due to current travel restrictions. 

There will be an automatic extension of current visas until 31 March 2020. We hope that 

this will provide some reassurance to staff, students and visitors who have been 

impacted by the restrictions.  

If you have any concerns, please visit the Covid-19 FAQ section of our website to find 
out how to access further support. If you have general questions or comments about 
Covid-19, please do get in touch: executive.communications@durham.ac.uk. 

Best wishes,  

Claire O’Malley  

Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Global)  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-information-for-the-public
https://international.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4db2235512f3ee2993ceaec5a&id=94e0baf270&e=4744148619
https://international.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4db2235512f3ee2993ceaec5a&id=94e0baf270&e=4744148619
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/868839/Map_showing_specified_areas_of_Italy_250220.pdf
https://international.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4db2235512f3ee2993ceaec5a&id=9822e952c7&e=4744148619
https://www.dur.ac.uk/notices/coronavirus/
mailto:executive.communications@durham.ac.uk


 

 


