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This year is a very special year for MUSICON: 
it is 50 years since we held our first concert, 
in October 1969. Since our humble but 
ambitious beginnings, MUSICON has risen to 
become an institution in the musical life of 
the city. We have hosted some of the world’s 
most recognized artists and orchestras and 
put on more than 500 of spectacular events, 
with programmes spanning from the middle 
ages to pieces that are fresh off the press 
– embracing performers and music from 
every continent of the world. This diversity 
reflects the expertise of the staff in the Music 
Department, which is going from strength to 
strength. This year alone, we are welcoming 
musicians from the Netherlands, Norway, 
India, and Korea, as well as some of the finest 
groups the UK has to offer.

To celebrate our 50th anniversary season 
we will be welcoming the return of some 
dear friends, starting with the world-leading 
contemporary music group the Ives Ensemble. 
Over a series of three concerts, they will be 
celebrating music from our city with pieces 
by no less than six Durham-based composers, 
alongside some of the most engaging and 
thought-provoking works of the 20th and 21st 
centuries. They will also be playing the first of 
three works from MUSICON’s 50th anniversary 
call for scores – an invitation to UK-based 
composers to submit works and come up to 
join us in our celebrations.  The second concert 
of the season will see John Snijders, the pianist 
of the Ives Ensemble, don his other musical 
hat, as a scholar of nineteenth century music. 
This concert will be a rare opportunity to hear 
three well-known classics in a guise that may 
seem unfamiliar to much of our audience. 
Snijders’ research will allow him to perform 
these pieces with a degree of musical freedom 
that would have been wholly appropriate at 
the time they were written, yet may seem both 
peculiar and invigorating to a contemporary 
audience – why not come along and decide  
for yourself?

As 2019 draws to a close, we will be treated to 
a performance from Korean percussionist Kim 
Junghee and his son Jo Jonghun, recognised 
as keepers of ‘Intangible Cultural Heritage’, the 
highest cultural honour in the nation. Having 
performed to a rapturous audience in Durham 
ten years ago, we are delighted to be able to 
host these musicians again, on one of their 
rare European visits. 

In the new year we have a wealth of musical 
offerings, starting with a welcome return 
of one of the world’s most acclaimed vocal 
groups, EXAUDI – in collaboration with the 
Durham Vocal Festival. Fresh from recording 
their already seminal CD of Gesualdo’s late 
madrigals, they will be treating us to some 
of the most exhilarating pieces from this 
intensely emotive and virtuosic repertoire. 
Thereafter, we will receive a visit from the 
groundbreaking Alpaca Ensemble, who will be 
enchanting us with a thought-provoking and 
striking programme of works from the last few 
years, all of which take a different approach to 
exploring the idea of music in space. 

As we approach Holi - the Indian festival of 
colours - we will be celebrating the arrival 
of spring in three concerts with some of the 
most exciting figures in the Hindustani music 
scene. In the Indian arts, spring is celebrated 
as a time of new life, playfulness and the 
appreciation of beauty, Whatever the weather 
outside, immerse yourself in our celebration of 
the coming spring with superb exponents of 
the classical raga tradition. When summer is 
just around the corner, we will be welcoming 
back our dear friends the Brodsky Quartet, for 
a programme rarely heard but truly wonderful 
masterpieces from the romantic era.
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Welcome to 
MUSICON 2019/2020

We are delighted to invite you all to join us 
in the celebrations of our 50th season!

Dr Eric Egan 
Chair of Musicon 



Saturday 26 and Sunday 27 October 2019

New Music Focus | DURHAM

The Ives Ensemble will be celebrating 
MUSICON’s fiftieth anniversary with a series 
of concerts that express their affinity with 
and deep commitment to music in and from 
Durham. As many know, our city has a strong 
and rich musical history, spanning throughout 
the ages. In the recent past, Durham has 
also become a centre for contemporary 
music – more composers in this versatile and 
pioneering field are based here than anywhere 
else in the North-East. Over three concerts this 
internationally renowned and distinguished 
group will perform works by no less than 
six composers who form part of the recent 
musical fabric of Durham. 

A pre-festival talk  
with composers and  
performers will take  
place in the venue  
before the second  
concert, at 6.45pm  
on Saturday 26th  
October.
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Line/Shadow”. Catherine Lamb

Ives Ensemble

Programme: 
Ian Dickson - Mirada Fuerte, Tanto Gentile 

Eric Skytterholm Egan - Conflict as Artefact 
Cycle 1 | North Korea 

Ada Gentile - Serene Ombre (UKP)  

Catherine Lamb - Line/Shadow (UKP)

The first concert of the festival includes works 
by Durham-based composers Ian Dickson 
and Eric Skytterholm Egan, alongside two 
stoically beautiful pieces based on the idea of 
lines. Egan’s work choreographs the outlines 
of bomb craters in North Korea, while Lamb’s 
piece consists entirely  
of short lines drawn  
on three short pages.  
Each of these pieces  
show how even simple  
shapes can express  
far more in music than  
they might appear to  
express on the page.

Saturday 26 October 2019

New Music Focus 1 |         
Lines and Shadows

Department of Music, Palace Green, 
Durham 4.00pm Performance

Tickets: £5,  
Students £2,  
Under 18s  
Free

Festival pass: 
£16, Students £6 
(gives access  
to all three 
concerts)



Ives Ensemble

Programme:
James Weeks - Düsseldorf/Durham (WP)

Nick Collins - Ed SheerAI vs XenAkIs vs 
AIdele

Carola Bauckholt - Streichtrio

Mike Worboys - Properties of Matter 2: 
Damped Harmonic Motion (WP)

Richard Rijnvos - Das Wohlpräparierte 

Klavier (UKP)

A work from MUSICON’s call for scores 

The second concert of the festival is a veritable 
Durham bonanza, with pieces from James 
Weeks, Nick Collins, Mike Worboys, and Richard 
Rijnvos, all of whom have links to the city and its 
university. Worboys, a renowned mathematician 
currently conducting compositional research 
in the Music Department, has written a piece 
especially for the occasion, using the movement 
of a pendulum as the structure for a work that 
is as sonically beautiful as it is conceptually 
engaging. Meanwhile, Rijnvos works with matter 
more directly, in his music to accompany the 
piano preparations for John Cage’s Sonatas and 
Interludes as filmed by Adam Barker Mill. Collins’ 
piece on the other hand, uses corpora of music  
by Iannis Xenakis, Ed Sheeran, and Adele as  
its base matter, from which three Artificially  
Intelligent musAIcians generate new material,  
which then becomes the final piece.
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Saturday 26 October 2019

New Music Focus 2 | 
Matter and Motion

Department of Music, Palace Green, 
Durham, 6.45pm Talk  
7.30pm Performance

Ives Ensemble

Tickets: £10,  
Students £4,  
Under 18s £1



Ives Ensemble

Rik Andriessen - flute

Lars Wouters van den Oudenwijer, Hans 
Petra, Erik van Deuren - clarinets

John Snijders - piano

Josje ter Haar - violin

Heleen Hulst - viola

Job ter Haar - cello

Programme:
Morton Feldman - 3 clarinets, cello, and 
piano

Arnold Schoenberg - Suite Op. 29 

Richard Rijnvos - Riflesso sullo spazio 
(UKP)

Composer Richard Rijnvos considers the 
Ives Ensemble to be the ideal interpreters of 
his work. That is clearly expressed in the full 
dozen pieces he has written for them since 
the start of his compositional career. The final 
concert in this year’s New Music Focus will 
feature the UK premiere of his most ambitious 
chamber music work to date. Riflesso sullo 
spazio is the composer’s fourth riflesso – a 
series of companion pieces to twentieth-
century classics, using the same instrumental 
line-up. Based on the famous Suite op.29 by  
Arnold Schoenberg,  
Riflesso sullo spazio  
is written for three  
clarinets, piano, and  
string trio. The piece  
invokes the spirit of  
American composer  
Morton Feldman,  
whose Three clarinets,  
cello and piano opens  
this concert. 
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Sunday 27 October 2019

New Music Focus 3 | Reflections and Space

Town Hall, Market Square, Durham 7.30pm Performance

Richard Rijnvos

Tickets: £10,  
Students £4,  
Under 18s £1
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Tuesday 19 November 2019

Flexibility and 
Freedom | Hensel-
Mendelssohn, Hummel, 
and Schubert

Department of Music, Palace 
Green, Durham 6.45pm Talk 
7.30pm Performance

John Snijders piano

Programme: 
Fanny Hensel-Mendelssohn Bartholdy   - 
Abschied von Rom, Allegro molto, O Traum 
der Jugend, O goldner Stern, Five Piano 
Pieces

Johann Nepomuk Hummel - Piano Sonata 
Nr.3 in F Minor Op.20 

Franz Schubert - Piano Sonata in B-flat 
Major D.960

Throughout the classical and romantic 
eras, music was often characterised by a 
pronounced use of rubato and the freedom, 
when appropriate, to add embellishments not 
included in the score. In fact, until the early 
20th century, any idea of maintaining a steady 
tempo for longer periods of time would be 
seen as unmusical. This freedom is beautifully 
reflected in the lyricism of one of Schubert’s 
great masterpieces, the Piano Sonata in B-flat 
major, a grand work that was to be his last 
composition. It was originally dedicated to 
Johann Nepomuk Hummel, whom Schubert 
greatly admired, and whose third sonata also 
features on this programme, alongside a set 
of works by Hummel’s pupil Fanny Hensel-
Mendelssohn Bartholdy. 

Having performed with the Ives Ensemble 
only weeks before, this concert will give us 
an opportunity to experience a very different 
side to Durham-based pianist John Snijders. 
Based on his research of nineteenth-century 
performance practice, he will be performing 
these pieces much like they might have been 
heard at the time they were written.

A pre-concert talk with Prof. Julian Horton will 
take place in the venue before the concert.

Tickets: £10,  
Students £4,  
Under 18s £1



In South Korea’s East Coast region, there are 
still some communities that hire hereditary 
shamans to perform lengthy health-restoring 
rituals. These events are remarkable 
for their Buddhist-infused polytheistic 
folk belief, colourful paper flowers, 
lengthy mythic songs, elegant dance, and 
exuberant percussion-based music played on 
janggo drum, gongs and cymbals. When in 
full flow, the ritualists’ music is perhaps the 
most rhythmically complex, improvisatory and 
virtuosic music in the whole of East Asia. This 
concert features the three most celebrated 
hereditary shaman ritualists from Busan: Kim 
Dongeon, Kim Dongyeol, and their son Kim 
Jinhwan. They are joined by the tradition’s 
preeminent drummer Kim Junghee and his 

son Jo Jonghun, who have both performed 
in MUSICON before, exactly 10 years ago. 
All tonight’s performers have been officially 
recognised as the main keepers of nationally-
important ‘Intangible Cultural Heritage’ and 
their skills are sure to amaze and invigorate 
you.” 

A pre-concert talk  
with Dr. Simon Mills  
will take place in  
the venue before  
the concert.
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Tuesday 3 December 2019

Freeing the Spirit | 
Shaman Ritual Music 
from South Korea

Department of Music, Palace Green, 
Durham 6.45pm Talk  
7.30pm Performance

Kim Dongeon voice

Kim Dongyeol, Kim Jinhwan, Kim Junghee, 
Jo Jonghun - percussion

Tickets: £10,  
Students £4,  
Under 18s £1



EXAUDI

James Weeks - director

Programme: 
Carlo Gesualdo - Madrigals from Books V 
and VI 

Christopher Fox - Canti del carcere (WP)

A work from MUSICON’s call for scores

Internationally renowned for its performances 
of the radical edges of vocal chamber music 
– from the Renaissance avant-garde to the 
music of today – EXAUDI brings to MUSICON 
a programme focused on the extraordinary 
madrigals of Carlo Gesualdo. 

Expressively extreme, technically adventurous 
and vocally virtuosic, Gesualdo’s last two 
books of madrigals are astonishing in their 
shocking harmonic language, disorientating 
juxtapositions of mood and intense emotional 
impact. EXAUDI’s decade-long exploration 
of this music seeks to bring these qualities to 
vivid life, alongside two new works: Christopher 
Fox’s settings of Gramsci’s powerful Prison 
Notebooks, and a  
piece selected from  
MUSICON’s anniversary  
call-for-scores.

A pre-concert talk  
with Dr. James Weeks  
will take place in the  
venue before the  
concert.
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Tuesday 4 February 2020

Gesualdo | Cruel Ecstasy

Chapter House, Durham Cathedral, 
Durham, 6.45pm Talk  
7.30pm Performance

Presented in Collaboration 
with Durham Vocal Festival

Tickets: £10,  
Students £4,  
Under 18s £1
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Alpaca Ensemble

Sigrid Elisabeth Stang - violin

Marianne Baudouin Lie - cello

Else Bø - piano

Rolf Borch - clarinet

Espen Aalberg - percussion

Ole Jørgen Melhus - trombone

Programme: 
Karin Rehnqvist – In Orbit

Eric Skytterholm Egan – in Motion

Kristin Bolstad – Let Me Be

A work from MUSICON’s call for scores

The Norwegian Alpaca Ensemble devote 
themselves to uncovering new ground in 
contemporary music; from reimagining the 
ideas of David Bowie and Artonin Artaud, to 
suspending themselves high up in the air on 
mechanical cello strings, for the Trondheim 
chamber music festival. For this concert, 
however, they will be performing a series of 
works that in some way or other reimagine 
the space of the concert hall. Each of the 
pieces was written for the group, with whom 
the composers worked closely throughout 
the creative process. Rehnqvist’s In Orbit is a 
stunning sonic tour-de-force that combines 
the most lyrical and beautiful melodies with 
their distorted counterparts; the performers 
play in a series of different positions, exploring 
the acoustic of the room as they move through 
the work. Bolstad’s Let me Be is a compelling 
choreography of movement and sound; here it 
is the instruments, rather than the performers 
themselves that move. Egan’s work sees the 
cellist as the centre of an abstract mechanical 
clock, gradually winding up the ensemble and 
setting it into motion.

A pre-concert talk with composers and 
performers will take place in the venue before 
the concert.

Wednesday 19 February 2020

New Sounds |            
Nordic Spaces

Department of Music, Palace Green, 
Durham 6.45pm Talk  
7.30pm Performance

Tickets: £10,  
Students £4,  
Under 18s £1



Saturday 29 February –                            
Monday 2 March 2020

Indian Spring Colours

As we approach Holi, the Indian spring 
festival of colours, join us to mark the season 
with a series of concerts bring you the best 
of Hindustani classical music. The spring is 
celebrated in the Indian arts as a time of new 
life, playfulness and the appreciation of beauty, 
and Indian music is perfectly adapted to 
capture these moods. Whatever the weather 
outside, immerse yourself in our celebration of 
the coming spring with superb exponents of 
the classical raga tradition.

A pre-festival talk with Apoorva Gokhale 
will take place in the venue before the fi rst 
concert, at 6.45pm on Saturday 29th February. 
There will also be a pre-concert talk with 
Roopa Panesar before the fi nal concert, at 
6:45pm on Monday 2nd March.

An installation from 
the exhibition Khyal: 
Music and Imagination 
will be presented in 
connection with the 
concerts on the 
Saturday and Sunday.

Saturday 14 March, 12 noon to 5pm

Holi Festival at the 
Oriental Museum

Welcome the spring season to Durham 
with a special Holi Festival! The event 
will include timed powder throws with 
a free environmentally and skin-kind 
powder sachet of brightly coloured Holi 
powder for each participant. Alongside 
powder throws, there will also be free 
craft activities with a ticket. Charges 
apply, for more information visit the 
website durham.ac.uk/oriental.museum
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Presented in 
association 
with GemArts

“Hindol”. Ragamala 
painting, undated. 
Cornell University 

Digital Collections.

Festival pass: 
£16, Students £6 
(gives access 
to all three 
concerts)



Saturday 29 February 2020

Apoorva Gokhale vocal

Vishwanath Shirodkar - tabla

Seema Shirodkar - harmonium

Department of Music, Palace Green, 
Durham 6.45pm Talk  
7.30pm Performance

Our first concert features all artists visiting 
from India especially for this festival. Apoorva 
Gokhale is a rising star of the Indian music 
scene, who brings to the stage her own 
interpretation of a rich family legacy. She 
began her musical training at the feet of 
her grandfather, the legendary musician 
Gajananbuwa Joshi (1911-1987) and proudly 
represents the Gwalior gharana tradition of 
khyal singing with its combination of dignity, 
grace and lyricism.

She is accompanied by two of India’s premier 
performers on harmonium and tabla, Seema 
and Vishwanath Shirodkar. The Shirodkars 
are much in demand in India as accompanists 
to the leading khyal singers, and it is a rare 
privilege in the UK to hear what they can bring 
to a vocal presentation.

The concert will comprise presentations of 
traditional Hindustani ragas and talas. As is 
traditional in this music tradition, the exact 
repertory is not  
decided in advance  
of the performance.

A pre-concert  
talk will take  
place at the venue  
before the concert.
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Indian Spring Colours 1 |            
Apoorva Gokhale

Apoorva Gokhale

Tickets: £10,  
Students £4,  
Under 18s £1



Sunday 1 March 2020

Chiranjeeb Chakraborty 
vocal

‘Swar-Taal Samvaad’
Seema Shirodkar - harmonium 

Vishwanath Shirodkar - tabla

Department of Music, Palace Green, 
Durham 11.00am Performance

Morning concert – bring the family! 

Morning concerts are a regular feature of 
the Indian music scene and offer both a 
rare opportunity to hear the morning raga 
repertory and a perfect opportunity to 
share the music with family and friends 
without having to worry about transport 
home! Children are also welcome to 
contribute to a special Rangoli decoration 
of the event. 

We begin this concert with Seema and 
Vishwanath Shirodkar taking centre stage 
as ‘Swar-Taal Samvaad’ (the conversation 
between melody and rhythm). Harmonium 
and Tabla are both traditionally treated 
as ‘accompanying’ instruments, although 
there is a long tradition of tabla solo 
performance: harmonium solo is a more 
recent phenomenon, but a revelation for 
music-lovers in the hands of a brilliant 
musician such as Seema Shirodkar. In 
this part we will enjoy the beautiful and 
energising music of these two masters.

The second item will be a khyal 
presentation by Chiranjeeb Chakraborty, 
one of the top ranking of Indian classical 
vocalists in Europe. His music sparkles 
with the rare combination of virtuosity 
with classical purity, along with a deep 
sense of artistic aesthetics. Chiranjeeb’s 
style blends elements of different khyal 
gharana styles – Rampur, Gwalior and 
Patiala/Kasur – which he has absorbed 
from his eminent teachers, and he is a 
versatile artist equally comfortable in 
a wide range of styles from dhrupad to 
‘light classical’ and fusion. 

The concert will comprise presentations 
of traditional Hindustani ragas and talas. 
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Indian Spring Colours 2 | 
Chiranjeeb Chakraborty 
with ‘Swar-Taal 
Samvaad’

Seema Shirodkar 
and Vishwanath 
Shirodkar

Chiranjeeb 
Chakraborty

Tickets: £5, 
Students £2, 
Under 18s  
Free



Monday 2 March 2020

Roopa Panesar sitar

Bhupinder Chaggar - tabla

St Chad’s College Chapel, 18 North Bailey, 
Durham 6.45pm Talk  
7.30pm Performance

For our finale we move to the intimate setting 
of St Chad’s College Chapel and shift the 
focus to the Hindustani instrumental style by 
presenting a concert by Roopa Panesar, one 
of the finest sitar players to emerge on the 
Indian music scene in the UK. Trained from a 
very young age by the great educationalist 
and sitar maestro Ustad Dharambir Singh 
MBE, Roopa has established herself as an 
outstanding and much-loved performer. Roopa 
will be accompanied by Bhupinder Chaggar 
on tabla, one of the leading disciples of the 
renowned tabla maestro of the Benares 
gharana, Pandit Sharda Sahai. This is a rare 
opportunity to  hear a top-quality sitar and 
tabla performance in Durham. 

The concert will comprise presentations of 
traditional Hindustani ragas and talas.

A pre-concert talk will take place at the venue 
before the concert.
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Indian Spring Colours 3 |   
Roopa Panesar with 
Bhupinder Chaggar

Roopa Panesar

Bhupinder 
Chaggar

Tickets: £10,  
Students £4,  
Under 18s £1
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Now in their 45th year, and with a vast and 
diverse wealth of experience behind them, 
the Brodsky Quartet continues to strike that 
perfect balance between being masters of 
their craft, whilst keeping things fresh with 
ground-breaking and innovative programmes 
and projects. Each season, their performances 
span the globe, taking them to places such 
New Zealand, Australia, Japan, Italy, Spain, 
Switzerland and the Netherlands on a regular 
basis. Their notable discography features many 
of the core classics, as well as an impressive 
assortment of works that have been written 
especially for them.  
The jewel in their  
recording crown,  
is the complete  
Shostakovich cycle,  
recorded live in  
concert, from the  
Muziekgebouw,  
Amsterdam, for the  
Chandos label. 

Monday 4 May 2020

The Brodsky Quartet | Schubert, Webern, Zemlinsky

Department of Music, Palace Green, Durham 7.30pm Performance

Brodsky Quartet

The Brodsky Quartet

Gina McCormack - violin

Ian Belton - violin

Paul Cassidy - viola

Jacqueline Thomas - cello

Programme:
Franz Schubert – String Quartet in 
A minor D.804

Anton Webern - Langsamer Satz 

Alexander Zemlinsky – String 
Quartet No.2 Op.15

Tickets: £10,  
Students £4,  
Under 18s £1



Musicon 2019/2020          
Ticket Information

Patron’s Season Ticket

If you would like to do more to support 
the arts in Durham why not become a 
Patron of Musicon? For a modest annual 
sum you will help perpetuate high quality 
professional music-making in Durham. £90 
will include admission to all the concerts 
in the 2019/2020 Musicon concert series. 
Musicon Patrons are listed in all Musicon’s 
concert programmes and will be invited to 
occasional wine receptions with Musicon 
artists and pre-concert speakers.

Subscriber’s Season Ticket

The Subscriber’s Season Ticket includes 
admission to all eleven concerts in series at 
the discounted price of £70.

Student Season Ticket

The Student Season Ticket includes 
admission to all ten concerts in series at the 
discounted price of £25. 

Student Tickets

Student tickets are available to all 
registered students.

Festival Passes

For the Musicon Focus event and the Indian 
Spring Festival, festival passes are available 
for £16 or £6 (students).

Special Offer for People under the             
Age of 18

Tickets are available for many of our 
concerts at the special price of £1 for under-
18s. Please bring proof of identity and age 
(such as a letter from your school) when 
buying tickets in person. Musicon will only 
accept group bookings by post.

Purchasing Tickets

On the door: By cheque or cash only, from 
one hour before the start of the concert. 
Please make cheques payable to ‘Durham 
University’.   
 
Online: Tickets can be purchased online at: 
musicdurham.org/musicon.  
 
From the Durham World Heritage Site 
Visitor Centre: payment is accepted in cash 
or by card. Unfortunately, it is not possible 
to order tickets by telephone.  
 
Address: 7 Owengate, Durham DH1 3HB.  

Mailing Lists

If you would like to receive information 
about Musicon, you can join our mailing list 
by sending us an email at karen.nichol@
durham.ac.uk and giving us your name, 
address and email address (if available), 
and state clearly that you would like to join 
the mailing list.

Disabled Access

All our venues have good access for people 
with physical disabilities. If you would like 
a large print programme for any of the 
concerts, please inform Musicon one week 
before the concert by emailing karen.
nichol@durham.ac.uk.

Car Parking for all venues:  Customers are 
advised to use the Prince Bishops Shopping 
Centre car park, or the car park beside 
Freemans Quay Swimming Pool.

Doors to the Venue will open 15 minutes 
before scheduled pre-concert talks. For 
concerts where no pre-concert talk is 
scheduled, doors will open 30 minutes 
before the advertised start time. 
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MUSICON gratefully acknowledges the 
financial support of Durham University.

Honorary Patrons

Professor Stuart Corbridge Vice-Chancellor and Warden

Dame Gillian Weir OBE Hons DMus

The Very Reverend Andrew Tremlett

Musicon Board

Chair   Dr Eric Egan

Administrator  Mrs Karen Nichol

Treasurer  Prof Tuomas Eerola

Artistic Advisor  Mr John Snijders

Publicity Officer  Ms Joyce Dent

Indian Spring Director Prof Martin Clayton

Musicon:  Department of Music, Palace Green, Durham, DH1 3RL 

Email: musicon@durham.ac.uk
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