
MUSEUMS IN THE WAKE OF COVID-19

‘ICED TEA TIME TALKS’ – JULY 2020 WEBINAR SERIES

via Microsoft Teams

each Tuesday, from 06.00 pm to 07.30 pm (UK time)

The languages of this webinar series are English and Spanish.

For weeks, most of the world has been under lockdown at homes. The Covid-19 pandemic has forced us all to rethink our ways to travel,

gather, and socialise. Museums and exhibition venues have not been exempt from necessary adjustments. Behind closed doors, museums have

offered a digital museum experience to help us navigate through this unprecedented, and often solitary, period. Their social media accounts

have become crucial tools in showcasing the museums’ collections and in transforming their storytelling. These four informal early evening

conversations are an occasion for reflecting upon the role of social media and the arts during lockdown and upon the challenges that the

post-Covid-19 context will pose to the museum experience.

The programme entails four separate and informal sessions each one dedicated to debating a single topic:

1) Social media and the art museum (7th July): Can social media substitute for an actual visit to museum collections? What is the

relevance of social media for museum audiences? Can social media be an engaging educational tool, a mere repository, or an archive

globally available for use?

2) Temporary exhibitions after Covid-19 outbreak (14th July): What are the challenges of organising temporary exhibitions in a post-

coronavirus context? Does a reduced number of museum goers enhance their museum experience?

3) Impact of Covid-19 on museum visits (21st July): Can museums survive to the post-pandemic environment? How might museums juggle

the contractions in their ticket sales?

4) Educational mission of museums and Covid-19 (28th July): Does the future of art history lay in the digital humanities? Can museum

successfully perform their educational mission online

Each session will include talks from experts in the specific field. We are delighted to be discussing these challenges with academics, curators,

including representatives from the Real Accademia de San Fernando, the Meadows Museum, the Sir John Soane’s Museum, the Bowes

Museum, and the Royal Academy. Both 15-minute presentations will be followed by half an hour of informal conversation with the attendees.

For those interested in attending either one or all the talks, please send an email to one of the organisers Elisabetta Maistri

(elisabetta.maistri@durham.ac.uk), Ph.D. candidate at the Zurbarán Centre for Spanish and Latin American Art, University College, MLAC,

Durham University, or to Patricia Manzano Rodríguez (patricia.manzano-rodiguez@durham.ac.uk), Ph.D. candidate at the Zurbarán Centre

for Spanish and Latin American Art, University College, MLAC, Durham University.
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