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The Dissertation aims to provide students with an opportunity to engage at the highest 
intellectual level with the ethos of research-led learning that is central to Durham’s 
strategy for learning and teaching. During your studies at Levels 1 and 2, you will have 
worked with diverse ways of approaching a range of subjects and issues, and will have 
seen that your tutors are setting out advanced intellectual agendas across many 
periods, cultures, and disciplines. In developing and completing an extended piece of 
original work, you will participate in and contribute to the distinctive research culture of 
the School of Modern Languages and Cultures. We welcome and encourage original 
and innovative proposals for dissertation research that grow out of the skills and 
knowledge that you have developed in your modules.  

The dissertation module is available in two forms: a 20-credit version (8,000 words) 
designed for students taking two subjects at final year, and an extended 40-credit 
version (12,000 words) designed for students taking a single language. Neither variant 
is available to students taking a Dissertation in any other department.  

The following fact sheet will answer questions you may have about the way 
dissertations are proposed, allocated, and executed.  

I’m a Combined/Joint Honours student; do I have to do a dissertation?
Yes, you must complete a 20- or 40-credit dissertation. However, it doesn’t need to be 
done through MLAC. Please discuss the best option with your academic advisor.  

How many dissertation proposals do I need to write? 

You need to write one carefully considered dissertation proposal (max. 250 words). 
When putting your proposal together, think about the subjects, texts, and authors that 
have interested you the most. Which ideas or time periods have really sparked your 
interest? Who did you enjoy watching/reading the most? The proposal, while far from 
exhaustive, should be informed by current research and demonstrate knowledge in the 
subject. 

Should I contact potential supervisors beforehand?  

That is not necessary. Supervisory arrangements will be announced in Induction Week.  



Can my dissertation replace a cultural module in the proposed language area? 

No, you must still take at least one relevant cultural module as a co-requisite and one 
core language module in the area in which you’re conducting your dissertation. Please 
note, Translation and Interpreting modules do not count as core language or cultural 
modules. For example, you’re doing a German dissertation on Nietzsche’s philosophy of 
laughter, supervised by Dr. Claudia Nitschke. You would probably take GERM3221 Life 
Writing, Writing Lives: Biography and Literature (cultural co- requisite) and GERM3071 
German Language 4 (language co-requisite). 

Is it possible to do an extra cultural module in lieu of a dissertation?  

No, dissertations are compulsory and it isn’t possible to do an extra cultural module 
instead of a dissertation.  

Can I do a 40-credit dissertation if I’m taking more than one language?  

Yes, as long as you are still able to take a relevant cultural module and the required 
core language module for each language. The dissertation cannot replace the cultural 
module requirement. 

Can I do more than one dissertation?  

No, you only do one 20-credit or one 40-credit dissertation. Similarly, Combined/Joint 
Honours students only do one dissertation in one of the departments in which they’ve 
taken modules. 

What are the pre-requisite and co-requisite requirements for dissertations? 

When filling out the dissertation pro-forma please state which pre-requisites you have 
studied at level 2 and which co-requisites (studied at level 3) qualify you to undertake 
your proposed research projects. These can be interpreted liberally and cut across 
different language areas: some experience of studying film in Arabic or Spanish, for 
example, would be sufficient for a dissertation on French film, assuming you also have 
some experience of other French cultural modules. Please note, Catalan, Persian, or 
any Translation and Interpreting modules cannot serve as co- or pre-requisites.  

Can I do a comparative dissertation?  

Yes. 


