
Introduction 
The Special Collections of Durham University Library are home to a wide range of material of interest to students of Theology 
and Religion. Many of the printed collections have volumes relating to church history, liturgy, patristics and religious debates 
and controversies and there are several archival collections that contain relevant material. The main collections are listed  
below and have been broken down into printed and archival collections for ease of access. 
 

All special collections material is consulted in the Search Room in Palace Green Library. For details about using the search 

room and information about opening times etc,  please see the Special Collections home page 

 http://www.dur.ac.uk/library/asc/  

Special Collections and Theology 

Printed collections 
Searches for printed material should be made on the Library catalogue. Searches can be narrowed down by 
restricting a search to ‘Special Collections.’ The major collections of interest to students of Theology and Religion are listed 
below with specific links to the relevant part of the Library catalogue. 
 

Routh Collection 
The library of Martin Joseph Routh (1755-1854), patristics scholar and 
 President of Magdalen College, Oxford. The collection contains approximately 
16,500 titles and is particularly strong on patristics and scripture, church  
history and religious controversy. 
http://library.dur.ac.uk/search/X?SEARCH=%28s%3A%22Routh+Collection%
22%29&Da=&Db=&searchscope=1&SORT=D&b=&m=&l= 

 

 

 

Bishop Cosin’s Library 
A collection of over 5000 titles, which is strongest in theology, liturgy and canon law. Notable 
treasures are a Book of Common Prayer 1619, annotated with Cosin's  proposals for the 1662 
revision, and a 1662 Book of  
Common Prayer and companion Bible bound by Samuel Mearne for Charles II.  
http://library.dur.ac.uk/search/X?SEARCH=%28s%3A%22Cosin+Collection%22%
29&Da=&Db=&searchscope=1&SORT=D&b=&m=&l= 
 

Howard Library 
A collection from the library of Lord William Howard (1563-1640) from Naworth Castle,  
Cumberland. The books strongly reflect Lord William's antiquarian interests and his Roman  
Catholicism. Around half the collection can be classed as religious works including lives of 
saints, histories of religious orders, and works of Catholic spirituality. 
http://library.dur.ac.uk/search/c?SEARCH=Howard&SUBMIT=Search  

 
Poor Clares’ Library 
A collection that includes Bibles, liturgies, scriptural commentaries and books on the rule of Saint Clare, predominantly in 
Latin and English, as well as a large body of devotional literature in French on religious life and prayer.  
http://library.dur.ac.uk/search/?searchtype=c&searcharg=poorclares&searchscope=1&submit.x=10&submit.y=7 
 
Sunderland Friends Library 
The collection includes all the early books which now survive of the Sunderland Society of Friends. The collection is entirely by 
and about Quakers from the foundation of the Society of Friends onwards, or about some of Friends' particular interests, such 
as pacifism. 
http://library.dur.ac.uk/search/c?SEARCH=Sunderland%20Friends&SUBMIT=Search 
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Archival collections 
Non-printed material can be searched for using the Special Collections catalogue http://www.dur.ac.uk/library/asc/

collection_information/catalogues/ , although it should be borne in mind that not all collections are catalogued and not all 

are available online. Specific advice on accessing and using the archival collections can be obtained in the Search Room. A 

non-definitive list of useful collections for theologians can be found below and has been broken down into the following 

categories: Manuscript books; Cathedral, Episcopal and Diocesan Records; Clergymen’s records; Family papers; Society pa-

pers; and material for the study of church history and architecture. 

Manuscript Books 
Bamburgh Library MSS 
Included in the Bamburgh Library are a medieval liturgical psalter, a medieval psalterium, and a 
16th/17th century Russian Church Slavonic psalter.  
http://www.dur.ac.uk/library/asc/collection_information/cldload/?collno=11  
 

Elliot Manuscripts 
A collection of fragments of liturgical manuscripts and books of hours, comprising:  13th century 
French Breviary; 14/15th century Italian Gradual; 14/15th century English Breviary; mid-15th century 
Italian Antiphoner; mid-15th century Book of Hours; mid-15th century Low Countries Book of Hours; 
15th century Italian Gradual; and a 16th century Spanish  
Antiphoner. 
http://www.dur.ac.uk/library/asc/collection_information/cldload/?collno=58  

Cathedral, Episcopal and Diocesan Records 
 
Durham Cathedral Records 
The extensive medieval records of Durham Cathedral Priory are a significant source of  
information for the history of the Western church. Also included in the Cathedral Records and 
of near equal significance are the post-Dissolution records. 
http://www.dur.ac.uk/library/asc/collection_information/cldload/?collno=41  
 

Durham Diocesan Records 
The Durham Diocesan Records consist of the archives of the central spiritual administration of 
the Church of England diocese of Durham headed by the Bishop of Durham and are an impor-
tant source both for ecclesiastical history and for local, regional and national studies of the 

Church of England.  
http://www.dur.ac.uk/library/asc/collection_information/cldload/?collno=45  

 
Church Commission deposit of Durham palatinate and bishopric records 
This large collection concerns chiefly the financial administration of the palatinate of 
Durham, and the  
administration of the leasehold and freehold lands of the Durham bishopric estates.  
http://www.dur.ac.uk/library/asc/collection_information/cldload/?collno=19  
 
Auckland Castle records 
Episcopal, diocesan and estate records, photographs and plans from Auckland Cas-
tle, Co. Durham, the official residence of the bishop of Durham, 16th-20th centuries but predominantly 18th-20th centuries. 
http://www.dur.ac.uk/library/asc/collection_information/cldload/?collno=7  
 
Poor Clares’ Library 
Included in the Poor Clares’ Library are 74 manuscripts dating from the mid 17th to the 20th century, about half being from 
the first half of the 18th century. The majority of items are meditations and devotions, on Scripture, the Passion and the 
Blessed Sacrament. Litanies are widely copied and there are English verse translations of Latin hymns as well as original 
verses. Franciscan material includes commentaries on the Rule, ceremonies, one liturgical volume and translations of and by 
Franciscan authors, including the nuns. 
http://www.dur.ac.uk/library/asc/collection_information/cldload/?collno=552  
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Clergymen’s Records 
Jabez Bunting Transcripts 
Correspondence, 1799-1858, of Jabez Bunting (1779-1858, Methodist minister). Typescript transcripts prepared by Prof. 
W.R. Ward, plus 2 reels of microfilm of original letters. The transcripts cover all the original letters Ward was able to trace 
by and to Bunting in the Methodist Church Archives (now in the John Rylands Library, Manchester) and in other collec-
tions, mostly in the U.S.A. 
http://www.dur.ac.uk/library/asc/collection_information/cldload/?collno=86  
 

Cosin Letter Books 
The letter books of Bishop John Cosin (1594-1672). Letter-book 1 contains, for the most 
part,  letters from or to northern churchmen, particularly Isaac Basire (1607-1676),  
archdeacon of Northumberland, and John Cosin about both civil and ecclesiastical affairs. 
http://www.dur.ac.uk/library/asc/collection_information/cldload/?collno=27  
 

Chevallier/Corrie correspondence 
A collection of correspondence between Rev. Temple Chevallier (1794-1873), astronomer, 
mathematician, and theologian, and Rev. George Elwes Corrie (1793-1885), theologian. 
Subjects covered by the correspondence include comments on moves to reform church 
endowments, episcopal appointments, the Oxford Movement, the consequences of 
Catholic emancipation and parish life. 
http://www.dur.ac.uk/library/asc/collection_information/cldload/?collno=516  
 

Headlam and Headlam-Morley Papers 
A collection of sermons and other papers of three clergymen that date back to the early 1700s. Most of these manuscript 
sermons are endorsed with where and when they were delivered, many of them having been used several times. Diaries, 
journals, research notes and parish magazines can also be found in this collection.  
http://www.dur.ac.uk/library/asc/collection_information/cldload/?collno=78  
 

Jevons Papers 
Frank Byron Jevons  (1856-1936) was a Professor of Philosophy but latterly became interested in comparative religion. This 
collection includes research, lecture and sermon notes, and related material, largely on the main areas of Jevons' scholarly 
work on philosophy, personality, and comparative religion, but also reflecting his interest in contemporary educational, 
political and social questions. 
http://www.dur.ac.uk/library/asc/collection_information/cldload/?collno=88  
 
Van Mildert papers 
Papers of William Van Mildert (1765-1836), bishop of Durham and his family.  The collection is wide ranging but includes 
letters and papers relating to theological matters, sermons and accounts.  
http://www.dur.ac.uk/library/asc/collection_information/cldload/?collno=522  
 

Family Papers  
Backhouse Papers 
Personal and family correspondence of the Backhouse family. The Backhouses were a 
Quaker family and the correspondence illustrates Quaker attitudes, doctrines and ac-
tivities.  
http://www.dur.ac.uk/library/asc/collection_information/cldload/?collno=8 
 

Howard Library Manuscripts 
Five manuscript books, in the hand of Henry Howard, Earl of Northampton (1540-1614), 
probably compiled in the late 16th century, and one 18th-century precedent book for 

the barony of Gilsland in Cumberland and a small adjoining area of Northumberland (part of the Howard of Naworth es-
tates). Included in the books are writings on devotion and religious matters. 
http://www.dur.ac.uk/library/asc/collection_information/cldload/?collno=83 
 
Kennett Family papers 
Deeds and property papers relating to the Kennett family, a Catholic recusant family. 
http://www.dur.ac.uk/library/asc/collection_information/cldload/?collno=520  
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Society Papers 
Cremation Society Archive 
The archive contains the society's records and papers from its foundation up to approximately its  
centenary in 1974 (with the exception of certain series which it has retained for administrative 
purposes), together with its library of books, pamphlets, periodicals and ephemera. 
http://www.dur.ac.uk/library/asc/collection_information/cldload/?collno=30  
 

 

Church History and Architecture 
Robert Blair Papers 
A miscellaneous collection of material relating chiefly to the history and antiquities of a number of churches, parishes and 
places in Co. Durham.  
http://www.dur.ac.uk/library/asc/collection_information/cldload/?collno=14  
 

Foster Albums (Early Christian architecture and antiquities) 
A photographic collection reflecting Mr  Ian Foster’s research interest in early Church architecture, including pictures of sites in 
the Middle East, Turkey, Greece and Italy. 
http://www.dur.ac.uk/library/asc/collection_information/cldload/?collno=63  
 
Greatorex Photographs 
A collection of architectural photographs, largely of churches, monastic buildings, and later structures on monastic sites, in the 
British Isles, formed and probably partly taken by Canon Edward Greatorex (ca.1823-1900). 
http://www.dur.ac.uk/library/asc/collection_information/cldload/?collno=73  
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