
Introduction 
The Special Collections and Museums of Durham University Library are home to a wide range of material of interest to  

students of Classics and Ancient History. Many of the printed collections have volumes relating to classics and ancient history, 

there are several archival collections that contain relevant material and the Old Fulling Mill Museum of Archaeology contains 

important collections of artefacts. 

 

 The main collections are listed below and have been broken down into printed and archival and museums collections for ease 

of access. 

 

All special collections material is consulted in the Search Room in Palace Green 

Library. For details about using the search room and information about opening 

times etc, please see the Special Collections home page  

http://www.dur.ac.uk/library/asc/ . Information about using the Oriental  

Museum and the Old Fulling Mill can be accessed from the Museums page. 

http://www.dur.ac.uk/museums/  

 

Printed collections 
Searches for printed material should be made on the Library catalogue. Searches can be narrowed down by restricting a 

search to ‘Special Collections.’ The major collections of interest to students of Classics and Ancient History are listed below 

with specific links to the relevant part of the Library catalogue.  However, it should be noted that not all the relevant material 

is contained in these specific collections and students are advised to carry out general searches of the Library catalogue.  For 

example, Subject Searches for  ‘History, Ancient’ and ‘Classical’ etc (restricted to Special Collections) will bring up a number of 

additional volumes. 

 

Routh Collection 

The library of Martin Joseph Routh (1755-1854), patristics scholar and President of Magdalen Col-

lege, Oxford. The collection contains approximately 16,500 titles and has many volumes on an-

cient history, classical antiquities and related subjects. 

http://library.dur.ac.uk/search/X?SEARCH=%28s%3A%22Routh+Collection%22%

29&Da=&Db=&searchscope=1&SORT=D&b=&m=&l= 

 

Bishop Cosin’s Library 

A collection of over 5000 titles, which is is strongest in theology, liturgy and canon law. However, 

there are several volumes that would be of use to students of Classics and Ancient History. http://

library.dur.ac.uk/search/X?SEARCH=%28s%3A%22Cosin+Collection%22%

29&Da=&Db=&searchscope=1&SORT=D&b=&m=&l= 

 

Howard Library 

The books strongly reflect Lord William's antiquarian interests and his Roman Catholicism but there are over 70 historical and 

geographical works. http://library.dur.ac.uk/search/c?SEARCH=Howard&SUBMIT=Search  

 

Maltby Library 

Given by Bishop Edward Maltby (1770-1859), on his retirement from the See of Durham in 1856. The surviving collection con-

tains approximately 1,500 titles including a number relating to Classical literature. 

http://library.dur.ac.uk/search/X?SEARCH=%28s%3A%22Maltby+Collection%22%

29&Da=&Db=&searchscope=1&SORT=D&b=&m=&l=. 
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Winterbottom Collection 

Part of the library of Thomas Masterman Winterbottom (1766-1859), physician, of South Shields. The collection contains 

 approximately 1,600 titles including some relating to Classics and Ancient History. 

http://library.dur.ac.uk/search/X?SEARCH=%28s%3A%22Winterbottom+Collection%22%

29&Da=&Db=&searchscope=1&SORT=D&b=&m=&l=  

 

Gaylord 

 

http://library.dur.ac.uk/search~S3/?

searchtype=c&searcharg=Gaylord+&searchscope=3&SORT=D&extended=1&searchlimits=&searchorigarg=cGaylord+0122  

 

Ellershaw Collection 

A collection of translations of modern English texts into classical languages, formed by Canon 

Henry Ellershaw. The contents of the collection are almost entirely 19th and 20th century trans-

lations into Latin and Greek. The translated material is a mixture of anthologies and translations 

of longer literary works by writers such as Cowper, Keats and Tennyson. 

http://www.dur.ac.uk/library/asc/collection_information/cldload/?collno=56  

 

 

Archive and Museum collections 

Non-printed material can be searched for using the Special Collections catalogue http://www.dur.ac.uk/library/asc/

collection_information/catalogues/ , although it should be borne in mind that not all collections are catalogued and not all are 

available online. Specific advice on accessing and using the archival collections can be obtained in the Search Room. Enquiries 

about accessing and using objects from the Museums should be addressed in the first instance to the Museum Curator. A non-

definitive list of useful collections for archaeologists can be found below and has been broken down into the following catego-

ries: 

 

Foster Albums (Early Christian architecture and antiquities) 

A photographic collection reflecting Foster’s research interest in early Church architecture, including pictures of sites in the 

Middle East, Turkey, Greece and Italy. 

http://www.dur.ac.uk/library/asc/collection_information/cldload/?collno=63  

 

University of Durham Department of Archaeology Photographic Deposit 

Photographic accumulation in a variety of formats (principally glass negatives and lantern slides) from the  

University of Durham’s Department of Archaeology. Material chiefly relating to the teaching and research of 

Prof. Eric Birley and Prof. Rosemary Cramp on, respectively, the Roman and the Anglo-Saxon and early  

medieval periods, together with research materials of Joyce Kewley (on Roman altars) and Eric Parsons (on 

Hart, Hartlepool and clay pipes) and a miscellany of glass negatives largely from the stock of the Edis firm of 

Durham photographers.  

http://www.dur.ac.uk/library/asc/collection_information/cldload/?collno=33  

 

Near East 

The Ancient Near East is well represented by excavated material from Jerusalem, Jericho, Lachish, Ur and Nimrud, and includes 

two reliefs, thought to be from Nineveh. There is also an extensive collection of seals.  Unfortunately, at present the Museum 

does not have a gallery displaying our pre-Islamic collections from the Near East. If you would like to see any of this material, 

please contact us to make an appointment to view the stored collections. This collection is housed at the Oriental Museum.  

 

Wiper photographs 

Black and white photographs by Alan Wiper (1932-1973), largely of architecture and antiquities of the north of England, espe-

cially from the Roman and Anglo-Saxon periods.  

http://www.dur.ac.uk/library/asc/collection_information/cldload/?collno=161  
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Roman archaeology 

Oswald-Plique collection 

A collection of nearly 5000 sherds of figured samian, 90% of which is Central Gaulish and 10% of 

which is South Gaulish material. Dr. Oswald identified 99 potters’ styles and the  collection has 

examples of many more, ranging in date from the first century material of Lezoux and South 

Gaul to the latest products of Lezoux. In addition to the samian itself, the collection includes 

4646 samian drawings by Dr. Oswald. This collection is housed at the Old Fulling Mill. 

 

Collection of Roman Inscriptions 

A collection of over fifty inscribed and sculptured Roman stones is on long term loan to the museum from the Dean and  

Chapter of Durham Cathedral. The collection is remarkably comprehensive and forms the earliest group in public ownership in 

the North of England. It has exhibits from the main forts in (pre-1974) County Durham and in Northumberland from Corbridge 

and High Rochester along the line of Dere Street, the Roman Great North Road. It also contains one or more inscriptions from 

nearly every fort along the line of Hadrian's Wall in Northumberland. This collection is housed at the Old Fulling Mill. 

 

Additional Manuscripts 

Add Ms 281  

A collection of 83 items including  a volume of correspondence, notes, drawings, offprints 

and cuttings on antiquarian and archaeological topics, chiefly relating to the Roman and 

Anglo-Saxon periods.   

See separate catalogue 

 

Add Ms 258   

Collection of material that includes a letter of R. Boss, London, describing his  discovery of the camp and 2 Roman keys, their 

possible significance as the keys to the gates of “Old London”, and his offering them to the British Museum and “The  

Antiquarian Society” 21 October 1833; an additional note about other Roman finds on the back of part of a ledger entry for 

“MacKenzie”; and a letter from W*illiam+ Buckland (?professor of geology at Corpus Christi College Oxford), London, about 

possibly inspecting Roman antiquities at London and not being in Oxford for some time, 9 June 18?45. 

 

T S Evans Papers 

Notes taken on sermons by Thomas Sanders Evans, Canon of Durham and Professor of Greek in the University of Durham, 

1862-89, copies of his sermons and some by an unidentified author, some speeches by Evans, reviews, obituaries and other 

biographical notes. 

http://www.dur.ac.uk/library/asc/collection_information/cldload/?collno=572  

 

Add.MS. 769   17-- 

Manuscript notes on the Greek Testament, by John Taylor (1704-66, classical scholar and Archdeacon of Buckingham).  

 

How we can help: support for teaching and learning 
Research skills training 

Accessing material in Special Collections can be a daunting prospect for both undergraduates and 

postgraduates. Library and Museum staff can help by offering training in research skills. These  

sessions can be tailored to meet the requirements of  different subject areas and demonstrate how  

students can best access material found in archives, special collections libraries and museums across 

the country.  

Resource classes 

These classes provide an easy way to introduce students to using primary source material. We are 

always happy to advise on selection of suitable items  or can work to agreed lists. 

Conferences 

If you are holding a conference and would like delegates to see some of the items we have in our collections, please get in 

touch to see how we can help. 

 

For all enquires please contact Sarah Price—sarah.price@durham.ac.uk  

http://endure.dur.ac.uk:8080/fedora/get/UkDhU:EADCatalogue.0031/XTF
http://www.dur.ac.uk/library/asc/collection_information/cldload/?collno=572

