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Setting the scene

Education policy for Wales is devolved

• There are 1,547 maintained schools in Wales. 

• Education delivered by local authorities, funded by settlement from 

Welsh Government

• One third of all primary schools and one quarter of secondary 

schools are Welsh medium

This is a period of major change and ambitious plans to 

improve education in Wales. 

• The ‘Improving Schools in Wales’ OECD report (2014)

• Qualified for Life – reform programme to 2020



Education Reform 2014-16

Professor Donaldson’s Successful Futures - curriculum and 

assessment  reform

• New curriculum is being developed by teachers and practitioners 

through a network of Pioneer Schools in partnership with other 

stakeholders. 

Professor Furlong’s Teaching Tomorrow’s Teachers

• National approach to Professional Learning

• New Professional Standards for Teachers

• Strengthening Initial Teacher Education

Self Improving System

• National Academy for Education Leadership

• Shift to accountability being professionally owned 



QFL Sept 2017 - 5 year Plan 

• Overarching Objective

• Delivery of transformational curriculum and assessment arrangements 
to raise standards for all learners 

• Enabling Objectives 

• Developing a high quality teaching profession. 

• Making leadership development a prime driver of the Welsh education 
strategy. 

• Supporting the realisation of the national commitment to equity

• Moving forward with the development of the new assessment and 
evaluation framework. 



Reforming the Curriculum and Assessment 

Arrangements

Six Areas of Learning and Experience: -

 Expressive arts

 Health and well-being

 Humanities

 Languages, literacy and communication

 Mathematics and numeracy

 Science and technology

Three cross-curriculum responsibilities: -

 Digital competence

 Literacy 

 Numeracy 

Refocus on Formative Assessment

Curriculum and Assessment Structure



Creative learning through the arts

Lead Creative Schools

• 558 Lead Creative Schools engaged with the Scheme to date

• 210 Creative Agents trained and working in Lead Creative 
Schools

• Over 500 Creative Practitioners working in Lead Creative 
Schools

• Approximately 12,000 learners involved in creative learning 
opportunities over the first 2 rounds 

All Wales Arts and Education Offer

• 4 Regional Arts and Education Networks established

• 205 Go & See grants awarded to date, giving over 12,000 young 
people access to high quality arts experiences

• 37 Creative Collaborations grants awarded to date

• Launch of Celc – the arts, literacy and numeracy toolkit

• Commissioned 6 year major evaluation of the Programme


