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The vision

The arts, and creative approaches to 
teaching and learning, should have a major 
role in all our schools, where collaboration 

with arts and cultural organisations and with 
creative practitioners is a common feature, 

and where good practice is shared and 
accessible to all. 

“

”
Creative learning through the arts



Three education 

priorities: 

improving literacy, 

numeracy, and 

reducing the 

impact of 

disadvantage

Increase and 

improve arts 

experiences 

and 

opportunities 

for learners

Support our 

teachers 

and arts 

practitioners 

to develop 

their skills

Improve 

attainment 

through 

creativity

Aims and Objectives



Lead Creative Schools Scheme





How do teachers come to value and 

promote creative skills in their students? 

What does this imply for their practice? 

What does it take to develop the capacity to 

engage in such teaching? 



How do teachers share these experiences 

and knowledge with colleagues in their 

schools and beyond?

Can innovations be sustained in one 

classroom or does it require whole school 

approaches? 



• adopting a signature pedagogy that all the 

schools in the programme apply

• providing training and CPD to all teachers 

involved and the response to this in Wales

• working collaboratively with creative 

practitioners –how this works in Wales and why 

it’s important

• supporting schools to deliver a project as 

witnessing the impact on students learning is 

the real catalyst for change in teachers



Our definition of Creativity



What are the characteristics of the space? 

Low Functioning                        High Functioning

Role of the teacher

Nature of activities

Organisation of time

Organisation of space

Approach to tasks

Visibility of processes

Guided

Contrived

Bellbound

Classroom

Individual

Hidden

Static

Ignored

Ignored

Some

Directed

Limited

Challenging

Authentic

Flexible

Workshop

Group

High

Mobile

Central

Acknowledged

Location of activities

Self as learning resource

Inclusiveness

Role of learner

Emotion

All

Self managing

Reflection Continuous 



Arts Council of Wales

Creative Agent

Creative Practitioner

Schools and Creative Agents 

select Creative Practitioners

Lead Creative School 

Select Lead Creative

Schools and Creative Agents

Use their creative thinking 

and idea generating skills to 

helps schools to reflect, plan, 

evaluate and share learning

Use their knowledge of the 

school to plan projects that 

meet the needs of their 

learners.  Advocate and 

disseminate innovative 

teaching and learning, 

monitor and evaluate the 

impact.

Will come from a range of 

creative professions. They will 

work directly with the 

teachers and learners to plan 

and implement the creative 

learning project

School Coordinator

School Development 

Priorities

Critical Friend



School Development Plan 

Priorities for school 

improvement

Lead Creative Schools 

Project

Ensures projects 

are relevant

based on the 

needs of schools 

and learners

Facilitates 

processes where 

young people, 

teachers 

and practitioners 

can work together

Supports the 

relationships

between young 

people, teachers 

and practitioners 

Supports 

evaluation and 

reflection, leading 

to sustainable and 

embedded 

practice

The Lead Creative Schools Approach



The pupils saw a different side to my 

usual teaching style, which they 

embraced positively. They enjoyed the 

more practical side to learning and 

letting their creativity flourish with 

different activities. 

Sion Roberts – Ysgol Min y Ddol

The project has given me the 

confidence to allow my lesson to me 

more pupil led which in turn 

encouraged a deeper level of 

learning. By allowing the pupils to 

lead it made more aware of the 

pupil’s abilities and their capabilities. 

Rhian Davies - Heol Goffa. 

I was keen to be more creative with 

technology and this project really helped 

me to embrace it in a creative and positive 

way. It is something which really engages 

the children and sparks their imagination. 

Teacher – Pen y Fro. 

Impact on Teaching Practice
The project helped the school 

develop sustainable and 

embedded creative learning. 

The project has assisted us to 

identify that outdoor learning 

helps our learners achieve 

more easily than in a 

classroom. As a result it is now 

a significant part of our 

curriculum. 

Ange Angelique – Ysgol Pen 

Coch



During the project there was teacher placement in the class, which 

led to the school showcasing the whole programme and how bring 

creativity into the classroom, and he said “I’ve learned  more in one 

day than I have in whole semester of lectures.”

Mike Elliot – Broughton Primary

The timetable of each school day has 

become more flexible to allow children’s 

creativity to blossom and remove an end 

point and therefore focus on the process.

Impact on Teaching Practice

The impact on teachers’ 

practice and learning has been 

vast. Teachers have embraced 

a creative curriculum and 

welcomed a new way to 

deliver familiar skills. This has 

included changing 

environments as well as 

teaching styles. 



Improving literacy through creative 

learning



A creative project in action…



Workshop breakout session



Any questions?



Diolch/ Thank you

www.arts.wales/what-we-do/dysgu-

creadigol?diablo.lang=cym

www.arts.wales/what-we-do/creative-learning


