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SECTION 3 
APPENDIX (A3.10) Definition and use of module pre- and co-requisites – 

undergraduate and taught postgraduate 

1. The University’s modular framework allows departments to specify pre- and co-requisites 
for a module where the department feels that this is necessary for academic reasons.  All 
pre- and co-requisites are subject to approval by the relevant Faculty Education 
Committee. 

2. A pre-requisite should only be requested where a student must have the knowledge 
and/or skills that would be demonstrated by possessing that pre-requisite in order to be 
able to take the module in question.  Normally a pre-requisite is another module offered 
by the University.  For example:  if Module 1 is a pre-requisite for Module 2, then 
students will only be allowed to register for Module 2 if they have taken and passed 
Module 1. 

3. When a department submits a module outline including a pre-requisite, they will be 
asked by the FEC chair and secretary to provide information on why, for academic 
reasons, the pre-requisite is essential.  Pre-requisites will only be approved where there 
is a sound academic rationale for them. 

4. If Module 1 is a pre-requisite for Module 2 a student must have passed Module 1 
before they can take Module 2;  it is not enough for them simply to have taken Module 1 
without having passed it.  A student only passes a module once a quorate meeting of a 
board of examiners has confirmed the student's passing mark, so that when defining 
module pre-requisites departments need to consider how these relate to the timing of 
boards of examiners (and resit assessments for students who fail a module at the first 
attempt).  This issue is particularly relevant for taught postgraduate programmes, which 
typically last one year. 

5. A co-requisite is a module that must be taken at the same time as another module:  if 
Module 1 has a co-requisite of Module 2 then students must take the two modules at the 
same time. 

6. Co-requisites should only be specified where all students must take the two modules 
together, and where this applies to all programmes in which the modules linked in this 
way are offered.  For example:  if the programme regulations for the MSc Widgetology 
state that Module 1 and Module 2 will be taken in the same academic year by students 
on this programme but these modules can be taken separately by students on other 
programmes, they should not be defined as co-requisites in the relevant module outlines. 

7. Pre- and co-requisites are absolute requirements to which all students must conform 
(and any exemptions can only be approved via concession).  Therefore, for example, 
Module 1 should not be specified as a pre-requisite for Module 2 simply because it 
would be useful, but not essential, for a student to have taken Module 1 in order to 
undertake Module 2.  Equally, Module 1 and Module 2 should not be specified as co-
requisites simply because it would useful, but not essential, for students to take both 
modules at the same time. 

8. Advice on the use of pre- and co-requisites, and how these relate to programme 
regulations, is available from the relevant Faculty Support Officer or Assistant Registrar 
in the Academic Support Office. 
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