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About  
Durham’s Law School 

Durham Law School offers 
top-ranked global law courses 
with an excellent and diverse 
student population from across 
the world, delivering a cutting-
edge, research-led curriculum 
with a commitment to small 
group teaching through seminars 
and tutorials much prized by 
employers LLMs.

LLM Degrees

The specialist Durham LLM programmes 
offer students the opportunity to focus 
their studies in:

• International Trade and Commercial Law

• Corporate Law

• International Law and Governance

• European Trade and Commercial Law.

The General LLM gives you the freedom to 
choose modules from any of the specialist 
programmes. 

Specialist teaching

Durham Law School’s research specialities 
are at the heart of our LLM courses. 
Students are taught by leaders in the 
fields of international, commercial and 
European law.

Professor Thom Brooks  
Dean, Durham Law School

Law
Top 50 
World University 
Rankings
2019

This one year of LLM helped me 
not just academically but also in 
expanding my horizons.

Pratyush Shrivastava, Law LLM 
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Course Structure
Students must study one compulsory module in Applied Research Methods in Law.  
You must also choose a number of additional taught modules, from a large body of 
optional modules. Finally, a dissertation must be completed, on a topic chosen by you  
in consultation with your allotted supervisor.

Core modules

Please note: Additonal core modules may be required upon specialisation. See p.10-13.

• Applied Research Methods in Law

• Dissertation (of 10,000, 15,000 or 20,000 words).

Optional modules:

Please note: not all modules necessarily run every year, and we regularly introduce new modules. 
The list below provides an example of the type of modules which may be offered.

• Advanced Issues in International  
Economic Law

• Advanced Issues of International 
Intellectual Property Law

• Advanced Law of Obligations

• Commercial Fraud

• Corporations in an EU Context

• Current Issues in Company Law

• Competition Law

• Fundamentals of International Law

• Fundamental Issues in International Legal 
Governance

• Global Environmental Law

• Global Institutions

• International and Comparative Corporate 
Insolvency Law

• International Co-operation in Criminal 
Matters in Europe

• International Counter Terrorism: Theory  
and Practice

• International Humanitarian Law

• International Protection of Human Rights

• International Trade Law & Policy

• International Sales Law

• Introduction to Corporate Governance

• Introduction to EU Law

• Introduction to Intellectual Property Law

• Law of Oil and Gas Contracts

• Law of the Sea

• Mergers and Acquisitions

• Takeover Regulation in the EU.

UCAS code M1K116 (General LLM)

Degree LLM

Mode of study Full Time

Duration 1 year (full-time)

Location Durham City

More information durham.ac.uk/study/askus

Departments Website durham.ac.uk/law

Course Detail
To find out more about 
the modules available 
to students studying at 
Durham University please 
visit durham.ac.uk/law/
postgraduate/llm

Please note: Current 
modules are indicative. 
Information for future 
academic years may 
change, for example, due 
to developments in the 
relevant academic field, 
or in light of student 
feedback.
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This course involves both taught modules and a substantial 
dissertation component. Taught modules are delivered by a mixture 
of lectures and seminars. Although most lectures do encourage 
student participation, they are used primarily to introduce chosen 
topics, identify relevant concepts, and introduce the student to the 
main debates and ideas relevant to the chosen topic. They give 
students a framework of knowledge that students can then develop, 
and reflect on, through their own reading and study.

Seminars are smaller-sized, student-
led classes. Students are expected to 
carry out reading prior to classes, and 
are usually set questions or problems to 
which to apply the knowledge they have 
developed. Through class discussion, or the 
presentation of student papers, students 
are given the opportunity to test and refine 
their knowledge and understanding, in a 
relaxed and supportive environment.

The number of contact hours in each 
module will reflect that module’s credit 
weighting. 15-credit modules will have, in 
total, 15 contact hours (of either lectures or 
seminars); 30-credit modules will have 30 
contact hours. Students must accumulate, 
in total, between 90 and 120 credits of 
taught modules for the course (depending 
upon the length of their dissertation).

In addition to their taught modules, all 
students must produce a dissertation of 

between 10,000 and 20,000 words. This is 
intended to be the product of the student’s 
own independent research. Each student 
is allocated a dissertation supervisor, and 
will have a series of (usually four) one-to-
one meetings with their supervisor over the 
course of the academic year.

Finally, all taught postgraduate students on 
this course, are encouraged to attend the 
various events, including guest lectures and 
seminars, organised through the School’s 
research centres, including the Institute for 
Commercial and Corporate Law, the Human 
Rights Centre, Law and Global Justice at 
Durham, the Centre for Gender and Law at 
Durham, the Centre for Criminal Law and 
Criminal Justice, and the Durham European 
Law Institute.

Apply

Subject requirements, level  
and grade
A good 2:1 degree (or its equivalent) 
in law, or in a degree in which law is a 
major component.

English language requirements
Please check requirements for your 
subject and level of study:

durham.ac.uk/learningandteaching.
handbook/1/3/3

How to apply

durham.ac.uk/postgraduate/apply

Full Time Fees
Home Student:  
£11,000.00 per year

EU Student:  
£11,000.00 per year

International non-EU Student: 
£20,500.00 per year

Note: Fees are subject to review and 
change in-line with inflation.

Please also check costs for colleges 
and accommodation. durham.ac.uk/
experience/colleges/ug/costs

Scholarships and funding 
durham.ac.uk/undergraduate/
finance

Open Days and Visits
Pre-application open day
durham.ac.uk/postgraduate/visit

Overseas Visit Schedule
durham.ac.uk/international/office/
meetus

Postgraduate Visits PGVI or
durham.ac.uk/postgraduate/visit

82%
Graduates  
securing 
employment  
or further  
education

Learning  
and Teaching
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Durham’s Law  
School Alumni

Durham’s Law School enjoys a very close 
relationship with its extensive alumni 
network who regularly return to campus 
to give talks and speak with our students. 
Our graduates include current and past 
members of the UK Supreme Court, the 
Court of Appeal, Members of Parliament, 
partners at virtually all leading firms and 

a strong number at the Bar. We have 
other distinguished alumni working in 
broadcasting, journalism, publishing and 
other non-law careers as well. Durham 
opens doors creating opportunities linking 
past with current and future generations 
of students. 

World-leading 
Research

Our Research Groups act as enablers of intellectual 
innovation in both current and future research.  
Every member of the Law School is a member of one or 
more groups, enabling individuals to trial ideas and build 
research collaborations, with researchers and stakeholders 
both within and beyond Durham.

Our Research Groups run an active and vibrant programme of international 
conferences, seminars and workshops, make submissions to consultations,  
co-ordinate and support bids for funding, host visiting academics and play  
a leading role in integrating our post-graduate research students into the life 
of the Law School.

The Centre for Criminal 
Law and Criminal Justice 
(CCLCJ)
The Centre for Criminal Law and 
Criminal Justice (CCLCJ) provides 
an international forum for research 
and postgraduate education drawing 
together doctrinal, socio-legal, 
criminological, sociological and 
psychological approaches to crime, 
criminal law and criminal justice.

Centre for Chinese Law 
and Policy (CCLP)
The Centre for Chinese Law 
and Policy (CCLP) is officially 
established in February 2019. It 
is an interdisciplinary centre that 
aims to become a leading research 
institution for Chinese law and 
policy outside of China. Members 
of the CCLP are committed to 
conducting original researches on 
Chinese law and policy issues that 
are of contemporary significance and 
disseminating the research results via 
leading publishers. The centre also 
brings together advanced scholars 
and practitioners around the world 
to study Chinese law and policy in 
the form of conferences, regular 
seminars, workshops, dialogues, etc.

Centre for Ethics and 
Law in the Life Sciences 
(Durham CELLS)
The Centre for Ethics and Law in the 
Life Sciences (Durham CELLS) was 
established as a university research 
centre in December 2011. It brings 
together scholars who conduct 
research on the relationship between 
biosciences, law and ethics.

The Durham European Law 
Institute (DELI)
The Durham European Law Institute 
(DELI) acts as a focus for the 
dissemination of European Law at 
regional, national and international 
levels. It has expanded significantly 
in recent years, following the 
appointment of several members of 
staff interested in DELI’s activities: 
European Constitutional Law, 
European Free Movement Law, 
EU Consumer Law, EU Intellectual 
and Biotechnology Law, EU 
Company Law, EU Competition Law, 
Fundamental Rights, EU External 
Relations Law, European co-
operation in the criminal sphere and 
European responses to terrorism.

Gender and Law at Durham 
(GLAD)
The research group Gender and Law 
at Durham (GLAD) brings together 
scholars researching law, gender and 
sexuality across a number of legal 
boundaries, particularly criminal 
law and justice, diversity in the legal 
profession and judiciary and LGBT 
legal issues.

The Human Rights Centre 
(HRC)
The Human Rights Centre (HRC) 
is the largest research grouping in 
the Law School. Research interests 
include domestic protections, 
European and comparative 
dimensions, international human 
rights and socio-legal approaches.

The Institute of 
Commercial and Corporate 
Law (ICCL)
The Law School has international-
class research strength in commercial 
and corporate law. The Institute of 
Commercial and Corporate Law 
(ICCL) supports and gives a formal 
focus for this work.

Law and Global Justice at 
Durham (LGJ)
Law and Global Justice (LGJ) 
provides a forum for the 
development and dissemination of 
research in the field of international 
law and justice. We support the 
work of academic and post graduate 
researchers within Durham Law 
School and of colleagues in other 
departments throughout the 
University.
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Focus  
Your Study

European Trade  
and Commercial Law

M1K616

This course provides an opportunity to 
develop an advanced knowledge of the 
law of the European Union, with particular 
emphasis upon its commercial aspects. If 
you are new to European law, there is a 
(compulsory) foundation course providing 
a solid grounding in the subject. Having 
completed your choice of taught modules, 
you will then undertake an extended 
dissertation on a European law topic of 
your choice, supervised by a member of 
staff with expertise in their chosen subject 
area.

Teaching is by a mixture of lectures and 
smaller, student-led, seminar or tutorial 
groups. The dissertation is pursued by 
independent research with individual 
supervision. Students attending the 
course are drawn from a broad range of 
countries, and their previous academic 
or professional experiences enrich the 
course.

The School is host to the Durham 
European Law Institute, and you are 
encouraged to participate in its many 
activities. The Library, which includes a 
European Documentation Centre, has 
extensive holdings of European materials.

Core Modules

• Introduction to EU Law (unless you have 
previously studied such a module)

• Applied Research Methods in Law

• Dissertation (of 10,000, 15,000 or 20,000 
words).

Optional modules

• Advanced Issues in International Economic 
Law

• Advanced Issues of International Intellectual 
Property Law

• Corporations in an EU Context

• Competition Law

• Current Issues in Commercial Law

• Global Financial Law

• International Co-operation in Criminal 
Matters in Europe

• International Sales Law

• Introduction to Corporate Insolvency Law

• Introduction to Intellectual Property Law

• International Trade Law & Policy

• Mergers and Acquisitions

• Advanced Issues in the Constitutional Law of 
the EU

• Advanced Law of Obligations

• Commercial Fraud

• Current Issues in Company Law

• International and Comparative Corporate 
Insolvency Law

• Introduction to Corporate Governance

• Law of Oil and Gas Contracts

• Takeover Regulation in the EU.

International Trade  
and Commercial Law

M1K316

This course offers students from a wide 
variety of backgrounds the opportunity 
to develop their legal knowledge and 
skills in some of the most intellectually 
challenging and practically relevant 
areas of trade and commercial law. The 
course has a particular emphasis upon 
the international aspects of these areas of 
legal knowledge and practice.

During the first two terms of the 
course, students study taught modules 
drawn from a wide variety of topics on 
international trade and commercial law. 
Students then complete their studies by 
writing a dissertation on a topic chosen 
by them, and supervised by a member 
of staff with expertise in their selected 
subject area. Teaching is by a mixture of 
lectures and smaller, student-led, seminar 
or tutorial groups. The dissertation is 
pursued by independent research with 
individual supervision.

Students attending the course are drawn 
from a broad range of countries, and 
their previous academic or professional 
experiences enrich the course. The School 
is host to the Institute of Commercial 
and Corporate Law, and students on the 
LLM are encouraged to participate in its 
activities.

Core Modules

• Applied Research Methods in Law

• Dissertation (of 10,000, 15,000 or 20,000 
words).

Optional modules 

• Advanced Issues in International Economic 
Law

• Advanced Issues of International Intellectual 
Property Law

• Advanced Law of Obligations

• Commercial Fraud

• Corporations in an EU Context

• Current Issues in Company Law

• Competition Law

• Global Financial Law

• International Commercial Dispute Resolution

• International Investment Law

• International and Comparative Corporate 
Insolvency Law

• International Sales Law

• Introduction to Corporate Governance

• Introduction to Corporate Insolvency

• Introduction to Intellectual Property Law

• Law of Oil and Gas Contracts

• International Trade Law & Policy

• Mergers and Acquisitions

• Takeover Regulation in the EU.

Course Detail
To find out more about 
the modules available 
to students studying at 
Durham University please 
visit durham.ac.uk/law/
postgraduate/llm

Please note: Current 
modules are indicative. 
Information for future 
academic years may 
change, for example, due 
to developments in the 
relevant academic field, 
or in light of student 
feedback.
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International Law  
and Governance

M1K916

Under the course, students must 
complete four compulsory modules, 
and choose from a range of optional 
modules. Modules will be delivered 
primarily through small group 
seminars. Attendance is mandatory 
for these seminars, which have 
been chosen as the primary means 
of delivering material to students 
due to the advanced nature of 
the course. Small group seminars 
encourage participation and the 
development of communications 
skills. They also allow students to 
benefit from close contact with the 
academics teaching on the course, 
many of which are also experienced 
practitioners and consultants in their 
respective fields of expertise.

The compulsory modules ensure 
that students develop an in-depth 
understanding of the fundamentals 
of international law and governance 
and become familiar with current 
debates in the field.

Optional modules then allow 
students to explore particular 
aspects of international law and 
governance, such as aspects of 
international and regional law, 
international dispute settlement, 
international human rights, 
international humanitarian law 
and international economic law, in 
greater depth.

The completion of optional modules, 
together with the dissertation, 
allow for development of students’ 
subject specific knowledge as the 

course progresses. The development 
of the students’ skills is achieved 
mainly through the combination 
of the compulsory module in 
Applied Research Methods in Law, 
taught in Michaelmas term, and the 
students’ pursuit of the dissertation, 
supervision for which begins at the 
start of Epiphany term. Through 
these modules, students can 
practise their skills intensely, whilst 
continuing to acquire a deeper level 
of specialised knowledge on their 
chosen topic. 

An important objective of the  
LLM in International Law and 
Governance course is to provide 
students with skills that will enable 
them to thoroughly analyse and 
interpret legal sources, literature, 
and cases, and to research and 
formulate an independent opinion 
on international legal questions. 
Students will also learn to clearly 
present their findings both orally 
and in writing to international legal 
specialists, to participate actively 
in academic debate, and to apply 
this advanced academic knowledge 
in public international law in a 
professional context.

As such, an LLM in International 
Law and Governance will provide 
students with an excellent 
foundation to pursue an 
international law career, whether 
it is in legal practice, employment 
in international institutions, or 
employment in non-governmental 
organisations. The LLM qualification 
will also be an excellent vehicle for 
the further development of research 
skills and, as such, also offers entry 
into further postgraduate study and, 
in particular, doctoral research.

Core modules

• Fundamentals in International Law 
(unless a similar module has already 
been studied)

• Fundamental Issues of International 
Legal Governance

• Applied Research Methods in Law

• Dissertation (of 10,000, 15,000 or 
20,000 words).

Optional modules

• Advanced Issues in International 
Economic Law

• Comparative and Transnational Law

• Global Environmental Law

• Global Financial Law

• Global Institutions

• International Co-operation in Criminal 
Matters in Europe

• International Counter Terrorism: Theory 
and Practice

• International Investment Law

• International Humanitarian Law

• International Protection of Human 
Rights

• International Trade Law & Policy

• International Perspectives on Law and 
Gender

• Introduction to International Criminal 
Justice

• Introduction to European Union Law

• Law of Oil and Gas Contracts

• Law of the Sea

Corporate Law

M1KB16

This course provides an opportunity 
to develop an advanced knowledge of 
corporate law. There is a (compulsory) 
foundation course providing a solid 
grounding in the subject. Having 
completed your choice of taught  
modules, you will then undertake an 
extended dissertation on a corporate 
law topic of your choice, supervised by 
a member of staff with expertise in their 
chosen subject area.

Teaching is by a mixture of lectures and 
smaller, student-led, seminar or tutorial 
groups. The dissertation is pursued by 
independent research with individual 
supervision. Students attending the  
course are drawn from a broad range  
of countries, and their previous academic 
or professional experiences enrich  
the course.

The School is host to the Durham Institute 
of Commercial and Corporate Law, and 
you are encouraged to participate in its 
many activities. The Library has extensive 
holdings of corporate law materials.

Core Modules

• Current Issues in Company Law

• Applied Research Methods in Law

• Dissertation (of 10,000, 15,000 or 20,000 
words).

Optional Modules

• Comparative Corporate Governance

• Corporate Compliance

• Corporations in an EU Context              

• Introduction to Corporate Governance

• Introduction to Corporate Insolvency Law

• Introduction to Intellectual Property Law

• Mergers and Acquisitions

• International and Comparative Corporate 
Insolvency Law

• Takeover Regulation in the EU

• International Sales Law

• Advanced Issues in International  
Economic Law

• Advanced Issues of Intellectual Property Law

• EU Competition Law

• Commercial Fraud

• Introduction to EU Law

• Advanced Law of Obligations

• Law of Oil and Gas Contracts

• International Trade Law & Policy

Course Detail
To find out more about 
the modules available 
to students studying at 
Durham University please 
visit durham.ac.uk/law/
postgraduate/llm

Please note: Current 
modules are indicative. 
Information for future 
academic years may 
change, for example, due 
to developments in the 
relevant academic field, 
or in light of student 
feedback.
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Whatever your interests, whatever new 
experiences you’re looking for, you’ll find  
your place here

Over  

85% of 
our students are 
involved in sport, 
music, theatre and 
volunteering

2,000  
active student 
volunteers

No.1 
Team Sport 
University BUCS 
rankings since 2013

£2.4  
million investment in 
the new Assembly 
Rooms Theatre

84 

local, national 
and international 
volunteering 
projects

Over 

200 
student societies  
to join

84  
music societies 
26 Music Durham,  
8 chapel choirs and 
another 50 music 
societies in our 
colleges

Student life

Over

700
college sports 
teams across 
18 sports

14  –  Durham’s Law School

Whether you are looking to keep fit or  
be part of a team, you will have the 
chance to join in and give it a go. Many 
of our students discover sporting abilities 
they never knew they had, simply through 
joining a college team, often progressing 
to play at University level and beyond. 
Regardless of why you take part or what 
sport you want to join, you can be sure 
that there is a place for you here.

College sport at Durham is larger than  
any other university sport programme 
in the UK. It provides an opportunity for 
students to compete on a weekly basis,  
in 18 sports across more than 700 
different teams. This not only helps to 
keep you active and healthy, but it also 
provides a sense of belonging.

Find out more about sport at  
durham.ac.uk/experience/sport

Sport

A huge range of 
sporting opportunities 
are available to our 
students.
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Volunteering 

Try something new. Give back 
to the local community, and 
improve your skills. Make a 
positive impact. 

Our Volunteering and Outreach 
programmes are student led and 
community focused, offering unique 
opportunities that are open to all 
students. We run 80+ projects to 
suit all interests, supporting: social 
inclusion, complex needs, education, 
sport and physical activity, the 
environment and global citizenship. 
We currently have 2,000 active 
student volunteers.

Find out more about volunteering 
at durham.ac.uk/experience/
volunteering

Theatre 

Durham has one of the largest 
and most successful student 
theatre scenes in the country.

Durham Student Theatre (DST) 
coordinates 27 theatre companies 
and is brimming with creative 
individuals, who come together to 
perform a diverse range of shows. 
DST performs over 100 shows a 
year, has 600 active members and 
provides over 900 opportunities 
for students to act, as well as write, 
direct and produce. We are also 
investing £2.4 million for a renovation 
of the Assembly Rooms, our very 
own theatre, in the City Centre.

For more information, visit  
durham.ac.uk/experience/theatre

Music 

For those with a passion for 
music, Durham University is the 
perfect place.

We have chapel choirs, orchestras, 
bands, world music ensembles, 
a cappella, barbershop, chamber 
groups and much more for you 
to join. Student musicians are 
encouraged to play in ensembles 
as well as being part of our 
many exciting solo and chamber 
opportunities, masterclasses and 
outreach work.

Find out more about music at  
durham.ac.uk/experience/music

Durham Students’ Union

The champion of every Durham 
student, we care about the things 
that matter to you, stand up for 
your rights, and bring you together.

We are students who:
• Run and participate in over 250 student 

groups, doing everything from stand-up 
comedy to Quidditch.

• Campaign, lobby and advocate for student 
issues and student rights.

• Actively shape our education, by making 
sure the University hears  
our voices.

Durham Students’ Union also has  
a dedicated advice service for free, 
confidential and impartial guidance, 
because life as a student isn’t always 
straightforward. We’re working to make 
sure that students have the power and 
opportunity to transform their time at 
Durham.

And that’s not all. We also have:

• Our own student newspaper,  
Palatinate, and radio station

• Purple Radio

• University Challenge and debates

• A student seminar and speaker series.

For more information, see durhamsu.com

Student fundraising
DUCK (Durham University Charities 
Committee) is Durham’s version of what 
other students’ unions call ‘raise and 
give’ societies. We are here to support all 
students and staff to fundraise hundreds 
of thousands of pounds for local, national 
and international charities.

We offer something for everyone: through 
our events, such as the Santa fun run or 
cathedral sleepout, our expeditions to 
countries such as Cambodia or Nepal, or 
running the London marathon. All this, 
while raising funds for amazing causes! 
In 2017/18 we raised over £150,000 for 
charity.

For further information,  
see durhamduck.org
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This University publication is intended as a general guide to the University 
of Durham's courses and facilities and forms no part of any contract 
between you and the University except as provided below. The publication 
is prepared in advance of the academic year to which they relate. The 
University makes every effort to ensure that the information contained 
here is accurate. 

Although reasonable steps are taken by the University to provide 
the courses and services described, the University cannot guarantee 
the provision of any course or facility. Any course may be altered or 
withdrawn owing to circumstances beyond the University of Durham's 
reasonable control. Such circumstances include (but are not limited to) 
industrial action, lack of demand, departure of key personnel, change in 
Government policy, withdrawal or reduction of funding, change of Law. 

The University will take such steps as are available to it to minimise the 
effect of any alteration or withdrawal of a course. Such steps may include 
the offer of a place on an alternative course. 

Please note that the University’s website is the most up to date source of 
information regarding courses and facilities and we strongly recommend 
that you always visit the website before making any commitments.

Durham University and Durham University logo are registered Trade 
Marks of the University of Durham. Unless otherwise stated, all material in 
this publication is copyright of the University of Durham. No part of this 
publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted 
in any form, or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, 
recording or otherwise, without the permission of the University.

Disclaimer 

If you have any questions, would like to  
learn more about our courses or want  
details about our Open Days don’t hesitate  
to contact us:

 +44 (0)191 334 2000

 @DurhamLawSchool

 facebook.com/DurhamUniversity

 @DurhamLawSchool

 durham.ac.uk/law

Durham Law School   
Durham University   
Palatine Centre   
Stockton Road  
Durham   
DH1 3LE

Contact

Durham Law School manages 
to offer a degree that is both 
challenging and rewarding. The 
plethora of modules and small 
size of classes allows every 
student to voice their ideas and 
specialise in the way they wish.
Simon Wannagat, Law LLM
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