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Studying at  
Durham’s Law School

Expert Supervision from Global Leaders

Our academics are amongst the 
most successful and highly regarded 
researchers in the UK. Many of our staff 
are global leaders in their field and 
regularly called on to advise national 
governments, comment on television, 
radio or print media and our scholarship  
is internationally highly regarded.

Our academic staff receive on-going 
training in supervising research students 
ensuring our Law School is at the cutting 
edge delivering an excellent student 
experience. The quality of our doctoral 
student provision has been recognised 
through the award of a number of 
externally-funded studentships.

Award-winning, purpose-built facilities

Our research students are accommodated 
in the Law School’s dedicated 
postgraduate research suite, with 
beautiful views of Durham Cathedral. This 
comprises an extensive work area (60 
work spaces), state-of-the-art IT facilities 
and two project rooms.

The Law School is located in Durham 
University’s flagship Palatine Centre, 
part of a £48.4m sustainable building 
development and winner of the 2013 
Local Authority Building Control Building 
Excellence Northern Award for best 
education building.

Exciting Research Opportunities

All research students become a member 
of at least one Research Group and, 
in some cases, have opportunities to 
become deputy convenors (as in the 
Human Rights Centre, Durham European 
Law Institute and Law and Global Justice 
group). Research students participate 
fully in the research events of the Groups, 
including those specifically focused on 
them, including postgraduate research 
conferences.

To facilitate our students’ engagement 
with external activities and conferences, 
the School provides a competitive grant 
scheme, which in the past year provided 
£16k to support research students in 
attending research events in the UK, 
France, the US, Switzerland, Ireland, 
Estonia, Finland, Italy, Turkey and Nigeria.

Research Degrees

Durham Law School is a global top 50 QS World Ranked 
department. We came third in the last Research Excellence 
Framework on grade point average topping Oxford and Cambridge. 
We are regularly in the top five in most league tables. We currently 
have over 60 excellent research students - from around the UK, 
mainland Europe and all corners of the globe - carrying out work 
under the supervision of our academic staff, many of whom are 
global leaders in their field.

Excellent research support,  
a diverse academic community 
and teaching opportunities 
make the Durham Law School 
one of the best institutions for 
research students, and I am glad 
to be part of it.
Shivaraj Huchhanavar, PhD

Professor Thom Brooks  
Dean, Durham Law School
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PhD programme 

Our Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) postgraduate degree is a 
research-based programme of study centred on completing 
a satisfactory thesis of up to 100,000 words on an approved 
topic in the field of law. The programme is normally three 
years in length, or six years for part-time students.

Funding
So how much will it all cost?  
And how will you fund your study? 
Here you will find all the information 
you need to work out the cost of 
studying in Durham, together with 
general and specific information on 
sources of funding.

Tuition Fees and Living Expenses

Our webpages list all course fees for 
full-time, part-time and international 
students, please see durham.ac.uk/
law/postgraduate/pgdegrees  We 
also provide information on the 
cost of living in both University 
and private accommodation. 
Durham is a collegiate University 
and although Ustinov is the only 
entirely postgraduate college, many 
of our other colleges have thriving 
postgraduate communities. Why 
not have a look at our postgraduate 
college pages at durham.ac.uk/
experience/colleges

Funding Opportunities

Our web pages provide information 
on scholarships and bursaries, giving 
you access to a list of available 
sources of funding. We also have 

further information on specific 
sources of funding for all Law 
postgraduates and for PhD students 
only – find your degree at durham.
ac.uk/law/postgraduate/pgdegrees  
to learn more.

Research Training
In addition to the formal supervision 
process, our research students 
have opportunities for intellectual 
stimulation and development 
through the Law School’s and 
University Graduate School’s training 
programmes (including on research 
methods, qualitative and quantitative 
databases, and time management).

These help you manage your 
research, and plan for your future 
career. They also provide an excellent 
opportunity to meet students from 
across the many subject disciplines 
studied at Durham.

English Language Support
If English is not your first language, 
then both before and during your 
time at Durham there is excellent 
language support available, provided 
by Durham University English 
Language Centre.

Visit Us
If you want to meet us in Durham, 
academic staff are always happy 
to speak with prospective research 
students to discuss their future plans. 
Alternatively, please come to one 
of the Recruitment Fairs in Durham 
or around the UK, or if you are a 
prospective international student 
look out for a visit from a Durham 
member of staff to your country.

Prospective international students 
should also take a look at the pages 
of the Durham International Students 
Association to gain an impression  
of the great time you can have 
studying here.

Areas of supervision
See here for information on 
areas of supervision available for 
postgraduate students.

durham.ac.uk/law/research/centres
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Law
Top 50 
World University 
Rankings
2019

Our Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)
postgraduate degree is a research-
based programme of study centred on 
completing a satisfactory thesis of up to 
100,000 words on an approved subject in 
the field of Law.  
 
The programme is normally three years in length, or six years for 
part-time students. Expected to be resident in Durham.
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Application

In order to apply for a PhD, you must meet our entry requirements 
including the provision of a research proposal. Once you have 
checked that you meet the conditions, your first step should be to 
make informal contact with a potential supervisor.

The second step in the application process is to complete the online application form.

Please note that all induction events take place in October - this is the starting date for 
new research students.

Entry Requirements

In order to be admitted, students must 
satisfy the following criteria:

1.  You must have a relevant Bachelor’s degree 
or equivalent overseas qualification. Where 
the degree is in a discipline other than 
Law, you must demonstrate a sufficiently 
deep understanding of the relevant 
areas of the law or legal thought, which 
will usually require your degree to have 
included a substantial Law component. 
Our minimum standard for admission 
is a good Upper Second Class Honours 
degree or equivalent.  We normally expect 
applicants to have a recognised Master’s 
degree (average grade of at least 65% 
or equivalent) or a Master’s degree by 
research. Those without a Master’s degree 
are expected to provide alternative 
evidence of the ability to successfully 
undertake high quality written research. 
Please note: we require a copy of all of 
your academic certificates and transcripts, 
with a breakdown of your module results 
before we can process your application.
 If English was not the language of 
instruction for your degree, you must 
demonstrate competence in English. 
Our minimum standard is 7.0 on every 
component of the IELTS test. Students  
must achieve this standard before 
commencing studies.

2.  If you are not a native English speaker, you 
must demonstrate competence in English. 

Our minimum standard is 7.0 on every 
component of the IELTS test. Students must 
achieve this standard before commencing 
studies. If the highest level of qualification 
is in excess of 2 years old, an IELTS test will 
need to be taken again. Applicants whose 
entrance qualifications were studied in 
English in certain countries not required 
to submit evidence of English language 
proficiency.

3.   You must supply two academic references 
(taken within the last 2 years). (We may 
also accept one professional reference and 
one academic reference. Applicants should 
not email references to us themselves. Each 
reference must be either emailed by the 
referee directly to us (law.researchofficer@
durham.ac.uk) or uploaded via the 
application system. All references must be 
on headed paper and clearly dated.

4.  You must submit a satisfactory research 
proposal (please see below) of no more 
than 2,000 words, excluding bibliography.

5.  You must also submit a current CV, as well 
as a picture of the photo page of your 
passport.

6.  We must have the necessary expertise in 
the School. We therefore request that you 
make informal contact with a potential 
supervisor to discuss your application and 
research proposal at an early stage. You 
should note, however, that such contact 
does not necessarily mean that you will 
eventually be accepted.

Research Proposals

Your applications must include 
the following:

1.    A proposal for the research project 
you wish to undertake. Without 
this your application cannot be 
considered. The UK system of research 
degrees is driven by the student’s own 
choice of project, rather than projects 
being dictated by supervisors.

2.  The name of the member of academic 
staff within the Law School whom 
you believe could act as your primary 
supervisor. To identify a member 
of staff please consult the list of 
potential areas of supervision and then 
approach the identified person to ask 
whether they would be willing and 
able to supervise you. You are advised 
to discuss your draft proposal with this 
person in advance of your application. 
Your application should clearly state 
with which potential supervisor you 
have discussed your proposal.

As part of the application process, 
you may be requested to amend your 
proposal before we come to a final 
determination on its suitability.

The research proposal must include 
an explanation of the research 
context (i.e. the state of the current 
research), set out the research 
questions to be answered in the 
thesis, and explain the sources and 
methods that are to be used.

A good PhD proposal will:

• Introduce your proposal by explaining 
the ‘research problem’ that your study 
intends to address. Tell us why it is 
an important and interesting area for 
research and how it relates to your own 
interests/previous research.

• Provide a review of the literature that 
shows your familiarity with current 
knowledge of the ‘research problem’. 
Tell us how your research will fit with 
the existing academic/legal/policy 
literature.

• Identify the gap in current knowledge 
on which your project will focus.

• Formulate clear research questions.

• Explain how your methodology and 
approach will enable you to address 
your research questions.

• Most legal research is literature based. 
If, however, you propose to conduct 
empirical research, then you will need 
to describe your methodology and 
proposed methods for sampling, data 
collection and data analysis, showing 
how these will allow you to address the 
research questions. A social science 
methodology should be supported 
by reference to the research methods 
literature. You will need to pay 
attention to ethical considerations and 
indicate how you will address them.

• Provide a research plan showing how 
you would conduct the research over 
the period of your PhD.

• Explain the relevance of your previous 
experience to the project and what 
impact your research could make 
(e.g., to policy/practice as well as 
knowledge).

Key People

For more information, please contact 
the Postgraduate Secretaries.

Durham Law School, Palatine Centre, 
Stockton Road, Durham DH1 3LE

82%
Graduates  
securing 
employment  
or further  
education
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Durham’s Law  
School Alumni

Durham’s Law School enjoys a very close 
relationship with its extensive alumni 
network who regularly return to campus 
to give talks and speak with our students. 
Our graduates include current and past 
members of the UK Supreme Court, the 
Court of Appeal, Members of Parliament, 
partners at virtually all leading firms and 

a strong number at the Bar. We have 
other distinguished alumni working in 
broadcasting, journalism, publishing and 
other non-law careers as well. Durham 
opens doors creating opportunities linking 
past with current and future generations 
of students. 

World-leading 
Research

Our Research Groups act as enablers of intellectual 
innovation in both current and future research.  
Every member of the Law School is a member of one or 
more groups, enabling individuals to trial ideas and build 
research collaborations, with researchers and stakeholders 
both within and beyond Durham.

Our Research Groups run an active and vibrant programme of international 
conferences, seminars and workshops, make submissions to consultations,  
co-ordinate and support bids for funding, host visiting academics and play  
a leading role in integrating our post-graduate research students into the life 
of the Law School.

The Centre for Criminal 
Law and Criminal Justice 
(CCLCJ)
The Centre for Criminal Law and 
Criminal Justice (CCLCJ) provides 
an international forum for research 
and postgraduate education drawing 
together doctrinal, socio-legal, 
criminological, sociological and 
psychological approaches to crime, 
criminal law and criminal justice.

Centre for Chinese Law 
and Policy (CCLP)
The Centre for Chinese Law 
and Policy (CCLP) is officially 
established in February 2019. It 
is an interdisciplinary centre that 
aims to become a leading research 
institution for Chinese law and 
policy outside of China. Members 
of the CCLP are committed to 
conducting original researches on 
Chinese law and policy issues that 
are of contemporary significance and 
disseminating the research results via 
leading publishers. The centre also 
brings together advanced scholars 
and practitioners around the world 
to study Chinese law and policy in 
the form of conferences, regular 
seminars, workshops, dialogues, etc.

Centre for Ethics and 
Law in the Life Sciences 
(Durham CELLS)
The Centre for Ethics and Law in the 
Life Sciences (Durham CELLS) was 
established as a university research 
centre in December 2011. It brings 
together scholars who conduct 
research on the relationship between 
biosciences, law and ethics.

The Durham European Law 
Institute (DELI)
The Durham European Law Institute 
(DELI) acts as a focus for the 
dissemination of European Law at 
regional, national and international 
levels. It has expanded significantly 
in recent years, following the 
appointment of several members of 
staff interested in DELI’s activities: 
European Constitutional Law, 
European Free Movement Law, 
EU Consumer Law, EU Intellectual 
and Biotechnology Law, EU 
Company Law, EU Competition Law, 
Fundamental Rights, EU External 
Relations Law, European co-
operation in the criminal sphere and 
European responses to terrorism.

Gender and Law at Durham 
(GLAD)
The research group Gender and Law 
at Durham (GLAD) brings together 
scholars researching law, gender and 
sexuality across a number of legal 
boundaries, particularly criminal 
law and justice, diversity in the legal 
profession and judiciary and LGBT 
legal issues.

The Human Rights Centre 
(HRC)
The Human Rights Centre (HRC) 
is the largest research grouping in 
the Law School. Research interests 
include domestic protections, 
European and comparative 
dimensions, international human 
rights and socio-legal approaches.

The Institute of 
Commercial and Corporate 
Law (ICCL)
The Law School has international-
class research strength in commercial 
and corporate law. The Institute of 
Commercial and Corporate Law 
(ICCL) supports and gives a formal 
focus for this work.

Law and Global Justice at 
Durham (LGJ)
Law and Global Justice (LGJ) 
provides a forum for the 
development and dissemination of 
research in the field of international 
law and justice. We support the 
work of academic and post graduate 
researchers within Durham Law 
School and of colleagues in other 
departments throughout the 
University.
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Whether you are looking to keep fit or  
be part of a team, you will have the 
chance to join in and give it a go. Many 
of our students discover sporting abilities 
they never knew they had, simply through 
joining a college team, often progressing 
to play at University level and beyond. 
Regardless of why you take part or what 
sport you want to join, you can be sure 
that there is a place for you here.

College sport at Durham is larger than  
any other university sport programme 
in the UK. It provides an opportunity for 
students to compete on a weekly basis,  
in 18 sports across more than 700 
different teams. This not only helps to 
keep you active and healthy, but it also 
provides a sense of belonging.

Find out more about sport at  
durham.ac.uk/experience/sport

Sport

A huge range of 
sporting opportunities 
are available to our 
students.

Whatever your interests, whatever new 
experiences you’re looking for, you’ll find  
your place here.

Over  

85% of 
our students are 
involved in sport, 
music, theatre and 
volunteering

2,000  
active student 
volunteers

No.1 
Team Sport 
University BUCS 
rankings since 2013

£2.4  
million investment in 
the new Assembly 
Rooms Theatre

84 

local, national 
and international 
volunteering 
projects

Over 

200 
student societies  
to join

84  
music societies 
26 Music Durham,  
8 chapel choirs and 
another 50 music 
societies in our 
colleges

Student life

Over

700
college sports 
teams across 
18 sports
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Volunteering 

Try something new. Give back 
to the local community, and 
improve your skills. Make a 
positive impact. 

Our Volunteering and Outreach 
programmes are student led and 
community focused, offering unique 
opportunities that are open to all 
students. We run 80+ projects to 
suit all interests, supporting: social 
inclusion, complex needs, education, 
sport and physical activity, the 
environment and global citizenship. 
We currently have 2,000 active 
student volunteers.

Find out more about volunteering 
at durham.ac.uk/experience/
volunteering

Theatre 
Durham has one of the largest 
and most successful student 
theatre scenes in the country.

Durham Student Theatre (DST) 
coordinates 27 theatre companies 
and is brimming with creative 
individuals, who come together to 
perform a diverse range of shows. 
DST performs over 100 shows a 
year, has 600 active members and 
provides over 900 opportunities 
for students to act, as well as write, 
direct and produce. We are also 
investing £2.4 million for a renovation 
of the Assembly Rooms, our very 
own theatre, in the City Centre.

For more information, visit  
durham.ac.uk/experience/theatre

Music 
For those with a passion for 
music, Durham University is the 
perfect place.

We have chapel choirs, orchestras, 
bands, world music ensembles, 
a cappella, barbershop, chamber 
groups and much more for you 
to join. Student musicians are 
encouraged to play in ensembles 
as well as being part of our 
many exciting solo and chamber 
opportunities, masterclasses and 
outreach work.

Find out more about music at  
durham.ac.uk/experience/music

Durham Students’ Union
The champion of every Durham 
student, we care about the things 
that matter to you, stand up for 
your rights, and bring you together.

We are students who:
• Run and participate in over 250 student 

groups, doing everything from stand-up 
comedy to Quidditch.

• Campaign, lobby and advocate for student 
issues and student rights.

• Actively shape our education, by making 
sure the University hears  
our voices.

Durham Students’ Union also has  
a dedicated advice service for free, 
confidential and impartial guidance, 
because life as a student isn’t always 
straightforward. We’re working to make 
sure that students have the power and 
opportunity to transform their time at 
Durham.

And that’s not all. We also have:

• Our own student newspaper,  
Palatinate, and radio station

• Purple Radio

• University Challenge and debates

• A student seminar and speaker series.

For more information, see durhamsu.com

Student fundraising
DUCK (Durham University Charities 
Committee) is Durham’s version of what 
other students’ unions call ‘raise and 
give’ societies. We are here to support all 
students and staff to fundraise hundreds 
of thousands of pounds for local, national 
and international charities.

We offer something for everyone: through 
our events, such as the Santa fun run or 
cathedral sleepout, our expeditions to 
countries such as Cambodia or Nepal, or 
running the London marathon. All this, 
while raising funds for amazing causes! 
In 2017/18 we raised over £150,000 for 
charity.

For further information,  
see durhamduck.org
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My experience as a PhD student 
at Durham Law School has been 
wonderful. 
Shivaraj Huchhanavar, PhD

This University publication is intended as a general guide to the University 
of Durham's courses and facilities and forms no part of any contract 
between you and the University except as provided below. The publication 
is prepared in advance of the academic year to which they relate. The 
University makes every effort to ensure that the information contained 
here is accurate. 

Although reasonable steps are taken by the University to provide 
the courses and services described, the University cannot guarantee 
the provision of any course or facility. Any course may be altered or 
withdrawn owing to circumstances beyond the University of Durham's 
reasonable control. Such circumstances include (but are not limited to) 
industrial action, lack of demand, departure of key personnel, change in 
Government policy, withdrawal or reduction of funding, change of Law. 

The University will take such steps as are available to it to minimise the 
effect of any alteration or withdrawal of a course. Such steps may include 
the offer of a place on an alternative course. 

Please note that the University’s website is the most up to date source of 
information regarding courses and facilities and we strongly recommend 
that you always visit the website before making any commitments.

Durham University and Durham University logo are registered Trade 
Marks of the University of Durham. Unless otherwise stated, all material in 
this publication is copyright of the University of Durham. No part of this 
publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted 
in any form, or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, 
recording or otherwise, without the permission of the University.

Disclaimer 

If you have any questions, would like to  
learn more about our courses or want  
details about our Open Days don’t hesitate  
to contact us:

 +44 (0)191 334 2000

 @DurhamLawSchool

 facebook.com/DurhamUniversity

 @DurhamLawSchool

 durham.ac.uk/law

Durham Law School   
Durham University   
Palatine Centre   
Stockton Road  
Durham   
DH1 3LE

Contact
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