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Durham’s Law School is a world leader in legal education and 
research. Our LLB degree is a flexible, full-time course delivered  
over three years – and fully approved as a Qualifying Law Degree  
for careers as a barrister or solicitor.

About Durham’s 
Law School 

The LLB provides students with an 
excellent understanding of the law of 
England and Wales as well as legal 
research and practice. Students have the 
opportunity to specialise across a wide 
range of optional modules from public 
law and human rights to corporate and 
international law as well as modules in 
other subject areas.

Durham’s academic staff have won 
numerous awards for teaching excellence. 
Our cutting edge undergraduate modules 
are taught through a combination of 
lectures, small group tutorials of 6 to 8 
students, seminar groups and private  
study by many of the leaders in the field.  
We cover all major areas and a wide  
range of specialist topics across public  
and private law.

The Law School is a great place to learn 
law. We are a vibrant community of 
internationally recognized scholars and 
creating impact on how law is understood 
and shaped. A top 40 QS World Ranked 
Law School, we deliver world-leading 
and award-winning teaching with a firm 
commitment to small group teaching in 
seminars and our tutorial system much 
prized by employers.

Alongside your studies, you will have 
the opportunity to engage in a growing 
number of extra-curricular activities led 
by law students - including mooting 
and working on a range of pro bono 
activities - and will benefit from our close 
relationships with a range of leading 
employers. In short, we aim to provide a 
supportive environment in which all our 
students can flourish to the full, both 
academically and personally.

Durham’s Law School has given 
me a breadth of legal knowledge 
taught by the most esteemed, 
supportive and enthusiastic 
professors.
Olesya Marchenko, 3rd year LLB

Professor Thom Brooks  
Dean, Durham Law School
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Course Description 

The LLB degree is a highly flexible three-year, full-time course.  
There are approximately 300 students in each year of the LLB.  
While providing a solid grounding in the main areas of English  
and Welsh law, it also allows for individual specialisation through 
a variety of optional modules offered by the School and other 
departments in the University.

UCAS code M101

Degree LLB

Mode of study Full Time

Duration 3 or 4 years

Location Durham City

Typical Offers 

A Level A*AA

BTEC D*DD

International Baccalaureate 38 

More information durham.ac.uk/study

Departments Website durham.ac.uk/law

The degree course provides the opportunity to obtain a Qualifying Law Degree as 
recognised by the Solicitors Regulation Authority and the Bar Standards Board.

Law
Top 50 
World University 
Rankings
2019
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Year 3
In the final year, you will study one 
compulsory 40-credit Dissertation 
module and four optional modules. You 
will choose at least three modules (60 
credits) from Level 3 (with an indicative 
list given below), with the possibility to 
select one module from Level 2. It may 
also be possible for you, at the discretion 
of the departments concerned, to elect 
to take a 20-credit module from the open 
modules offered by another department 
at Durham University at second or third 
year (although if the chosen module is at 
Level 2, you will not be entitled to choose 
a Level 2 Law module).

Optional modules:
• Company Law (20 credits)

• Intellectual Property Law (20 credits)

• Law of the International Community  
(20 credits)

• Law and Medicine (20 credits)

• Chinese Legal System (20 credits)

• Competition Law (20 credits)

• International Human Rights (20 credits)

• Interscholastic Mooting (20 credits)

• International Criminal Law (20 credits)

• Advanced Issues in Employment and 
Discrimination Law (20 credits)

• Legal History (20 credits)

• Comparative Constitutional Law  
(20 credits)

• Jurisprudence (20 credits)

• Corporate Finance (10 credits)

• Counterterrorism Law and Policy  
(10 credits)

• Law and Behavioural Economics  
(10 credits)

• Law in Practice (10 credits).

Full details of the topics covered in 
individual modules are available on the  
Law School website durham.ac.uk/law

Year 1
The modules which you will take in your 
first year are designed to provide a solid 
foundation of legal knowledge which 
can be built upon in subsequent years. 
Modules typically include the following:

• Introduction to English Law and Legal 
Method (20 credits)

• Tort Law (20 credits)

• Contract Law (20 credits)

• EU Constitutional Law (20 credits)

• UK Constitutional Law (20 credits)

• The Individual and the State (20 credits).

Year 2
In the second year, you will need to study 
three further modules in order to obtain a 
Qualifying Law Degree. You may then take 
a further three optional modules, giving 
you the chance to tailor the course to 
your own requirements. The compulsory 
modules for Qualifying Law Degree 
purposes are:

• Criminal Law 

• Land Law 

• Trusts Law.

An indicative list of optional modules is 
given in the list below. However, you may 
also, at the discretion of the departments 
concerned, elect to take a 20-credit 
module from the open modules (at first 
or second year) offered by another 
department at Durham University.

Optional modules:
• Administrative Law (20 credits)

• Advanced Issues in Public Law  
(20 credits)

• Commercial Law (20 credits)

• Employment Law (20 credits)

• The European Internal Market and Its 
Citizens (20 credits)

• Public International Law (20 credits)

• Religion and Law (20 credits)

• Law, Gender and Society (20 credits)

• Law of Family Relationships (20 credits)

• Legal Frontiers (20 credits)

• Evidence and Criminal Process  
(20 credits)

• Contemporary Issues in Biolaw  
(20 credits)

• Philosophy of Human Rights Law  
(20 credits).

Please note that the list of 
optional modules available in 
any year will vary depending 
on available teaching staff. The 
lists above provide an example 
of the type of modules which 
may be offered.

Please note that the Law 
School at Durham does not 
offer a ‘Senior Status’ LLB.  
The only undergraduate 
courses currently on offer are 
the three-year, full-time, LLB; 
and the four-year LLB  
(Year Abroad). Both are 
applied to using the UCAS 
code M101 (applicants for the 
LLB (Year Abroad) opt into 
that degree course when they 
come to the end of the first 
year of the LLB). It is also not 
possible to combine Law with 
another subject.

We review course structures 
and core content (in light 
of e.g. external and student 
feedback) every year, and 
will publish finalised core 
requirements for 2020 entry 
from September 2019.

82%
Graduates  
securing 
employment  
or further  
education

Durham’s Law School provides 
the perfect opportunity to form 
the basis of a career in Law. 
The breadth of subjects available 
equips everyone with the skills 
and knowledge to succeed. 
Thomas Nearney, 3rd year LLB
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Learning and Teaching 

On this degree you will learn through a combination of lectures, 
seminars, tutorials, informal but scheduled one-on-one support,  
and self-directed learning, such as research, reading, and writing.

Study Abroad

The LLB with a Year Abroad (YA) comprises all of the content of 
the three-year regular LLB, plus an exciting additional year spent at 
one of our European or international partners during the third year 
of study. At present, Durham’s Law School has partnerships with 
universities in Belgium, Canada, France, Germany, the Netherlands, 
Switzerland, Italy and Singapore.

Durham University has further institutional 
links with universities in the USA, Canada, 
China and New Zealand. Graduates 
of degrees such as this are highly 
sought after by employers, and may 
be particularly suited to working in an 
international context. LLB (YA) students 
may study at some of our partner 
universities in English, whereas for others, 
foreign language skills are necessary. 

Students must apply for the regular LLB at 
Durham through UCAS, and then apply to 
transfer onto the LLB (YA) in their second 
year of study. Students are selected on 
academic merit and, where appropriate,  
on linguistic ability.

For further information about Year  
Abroad opportunities please visit:  
durham.ac.uk/international/studyabroad

All of these are supported by a virtual 
learning environment, Durham University 
Online (DUO). Seminars and tutorials are 
much smaller groups than lectures, small 
enough to allow one-on-one interaction 
with academic staff. Durham’s Law School 
is one of only a handful of law schools 
that teaches in groups as small as eight 
students.

This emphasis on small-group teaching 
reflects a conscious choice to enhance the 
quality of the learning experience rather 
than the number of formal sessions.

Small-group teaching and one-on-one 
attention from your academic advisor 
at the start of your degree is part of the 
learning experience throughout leading to 
more independent research, including a 

capstone dissertation – supported by  
one-on-one supervision – that makes up  
a third of your final year credits.

In this way, the degree systematically 
transforms you from a consumer of 
knowledge in the classroom to a generator 
of knowledge, ready for professional or 
postgraduate life. These formal teaching 
arrangements are supported by ‘drop-in’ 
surgeries with teaching staff and induction 
sessions that begin in the week before the 
start of the degree and continue at key 
times throughout each year of the course.

You can also attend an extensive 
programme of research-focused seminars 
where staff and visiting scholars present 
their cutting-edge research.

If someone had told me before 
coming to university that I 
would end up networking 
with Supreme Court Justices, 
the Director of Public 
Prosecutions and marshalling 
a High Court Judge I would 
never have believed them!
Cameron Stocks, 3rd year LLB
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Subject requirements, 
level and grade
• Completion of the Law National 

Aptitude Test (LNAT) is required.

• A level offer – A*AA.

• BTEC Level 3 National Extended 
Diploma/OCR Cambridge Technical 
Extended Diploma – D*DD.

• IB Diploma score – 38 with 666 in 
higher level subjects.

In addition to satisfying the 
University’s general entry 
requirements, please note:

We welcome applications from those 
with other qualifications equivalent 
to our standard entry requirements 
and from mature students with non-
standard qualifications or who may 
have had a break in their studies. 
Please contact the Law School for 
further information.

Mature applicants are invited to send 
a copy of their curriculum vitae to 
the Law School Admissions Secretary 
for advice before submitting a formal 
application through UCAS.

If you do not satisfy our general 
entry requirements, the Foundation 
Programme offers multidisciplinary 
degrees to prepare you for a range of 
specified degree courses. 

If you are an international student 
who does not meet the requirements 
for direct entry to this degree, 
you may be eligible to take an 
International Foundation Year 
pathway programme at the Durham 
University International Study Centre.

We do not interview candidates for 
the LLB degree

LNAT: National Aptitude  
Test for Law

Durham’s Law School uses the 
National Aptitude Test for Law 
(LNAT) to assist in selecting 
applicants for admission. The LNAT 
is used by several Law schools 
at universities in the UK and is 
a uniform test for admission to 
their undergraduate Law degrees. 
Anybody who wishes to be admitted 
to an undergraduate Law degree at 
one of the participating universities 
must sit the LNAT as well as applying 
through UCAS.

Performance in the LNAT is one 
of a number of grounds on which 
admissions selectors determine 
the relative merit and potential of 
applicants. As a part of this process, 
performance in the LNAT may 
be used to distinguish between 
otherwise similar candidates, 
alongside the other evidence 
available to admissions. selectors 
from a candidate's UCAS application.

It is important to note the 
following:

Both parts of the LNAT examination  
– the multiple choice score and the 
essay – are always considered by 
admissions selectors when assessing 
an application

No minimum score is required for the 
multiple choice part of the LNAT.

In our assessment of an LNAT essay, 
admissions selectors in the Law 
School look – in particular – for 
evidence of the following positive 
attributes:

• Focus on the particular question

• Clarity of expression and fluency of 
prose

• A logical progression and structure

• Reference(s) to relevant evidence

• An ability to recognise, and address, 
counter-arguments

• A concise and effective conclusion.

For further details, including 
registration instructions, deadlines 
and timescales, sample test papers 
and details of test centres worldwide, 
see the LNAT website at: lnat.ac.uk

While it is possible to apply for 
deferred entry to Law via UCAS, 
applicants should note that they 
would be required to take the LNAT 
test in the year that they apply. For 
example, a candidate applying in 
autumn 2020 for deferred entry in 
October 2022 would be required 
to take the LNAT in the 2020 
admissions cycle.

Science A levels

Applicants taking Science A levels 
that include a practical component 
will be required to take and pass this 
as a condition of entry. This applies 
only to applicants sitting A levels 
with an English examination board.

English Language 
requirements

Please check requirements for your 
subject and level of study.

durham.ac.uk/learningandteaching.
handbook/1/3/3

How to apply
durham.ac.uk/undergraduate/apply

Information relevant to  
your country

durham.ac.uk/international/country.
information

Durham’s Law  
School Alumni

Durham’s Law School enjoys a very close 
relationship with its extensive alumni 
network who regularly return to campus 
to give talks and speak with our students. 
Our graduates include current and past 
members of the UK Supreme Court, the 
Court of Appeal, Members of Parliament, 
partners at virtually all leading firms and 

a strong number at the Bar. We have 
other distinguished alumni working in 
broadcasting, journalism, publishing and 
other non-law careers as well. Durham 
opens doors creating opportunities linking 
past with current and future generations 
of students. 
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Fees and Funding

For 2020 Entry

Home Student:  
£9,250.00 per year

EU Student:  
£9,250.00 per year

International non-EU Student: 
£20,500.00 per year

Note: Fees are subject to review and 
change in-line with inflation.

Please also check costs for colleges 
and accommodation. durham.ac.uk/
experience/colleges/ug/costs

Scholarships and funding 
durham.ac.uk/undergraduate/finance

Open Days and Visits

Pre-application open days are 
the best way to discover all you 
need to know about Durham 
University. With representatives 
from all relevant academic and 
support service departments, 
and opportunities to explore 
college options, the open 
days provide our prospective 
undergraduates with the full 
experience of Durham University.

Please see the following page for further 
details and information on how to book  
a place. durham.ac.uk/opendays

Discover Durham Tours
Discover Durham tours offer a brief 
introduction to the University. The tour 
begins at one of our undergraduate 
colleges, where you will receive an 
introductory talk from a member of 
college staff, followed by a tour of the 
college by current students.

durham.ac.uk/undergraduate/live/visit/
discoverdurham

Overseas Visit Schedule
durham.ac.uk/international/office/meetus

06  –  Durham’s Law School

Without a doubt, studying at 
Durham University opened the 
door to a truly international 
career through skills and 
networking opportunities.
Dr. Nils Krause, Associate, White & Case
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Our Colleges

One of our greatest assets at Durham 
University is our colleges. Our college 
communities will be the very core of your 
life at Durham, providing experiences, 
challenges and opportunities that make 
your time here about much more than just 
getting a degree. Nearly every student 
agrees that college is one of the best 
aspects of life at Durham University.  
Our colleges are small enough for you 
to experience university life on a smaller 
and more human scale that is both 
manageable and familiar – your home 
away from home. Our colleges are safe, 
supportive and inclusive, where everyone 
enjoys a sense of belonging, and builds 
lifelong friendships. Each college has 
students from all academic departments.

What is the accommodation like?

The rooms and bathrooms may differ 
depending on the college, but all of our 
bedrooms are equipped with:

• A bed

• A desk and chair

• A wardrobe and drawers

• High-speed internet access

• Full catering or self-catering facilities like  
a shared pantry or kitchen

• En suite or shared bathroom facilities.

What do colleges provide?

• An international community: a small and 
friendly college community, with students 
from around the world.

• Accommodation: a variety of room and 
catering options.

• A multidisciplinary, scholarly community: 
inspiring intellectual debate both informally 
and formally.

• Support: a comprehensive support system, 
helping you settle into university life and 
providing the first point of contact for 
issues as they arise, with referral to more 
specialist help if needed.

• Extracurricular opportunities:  
a range of activities, including sports, 
societies and voluntary work, that will 
enhance your personal development, 
complementing your department’s 
academic provision.

• Leadership opportunities: with roles  
and responsibilities to fully engage with 
your college.

• Excellent facilities: for academic study, 
socialising, sport/fitness, music, drama and 
arts performance.

• Events: regular college and student-led 
events, including seminars, lecture series, 
balls, concerts, theatre productions  
and more.

How do I become a member of  
a college?

As a Durham University student, 
you become a member of a college, 
whether you live in or out of University 
accommodation. You will have the 
opportunity to express a college 
preference during the application process. 
For undergraduates, you can express 
your college preference on your UCAS 
application. For postgraduates, you can 
express your college preference within 
the Online Applicant Portal once you have 
accepted your postgraduate offer.

We want to ensure that all colleges remain 
academically diverse communities, and 
we aim to allocate you to your college 
preference where possible however, we 
are unable to guarantee this. All of our 
colleges offer events, traditions, support 
and facilities, so even if you do not get 
your first choice in college allocation, you 
will still be part of a close-knit college 
community that will make your experience 
at Durham unique.

You can find out more about our colleges 
and their individual atmospheres and 
culture on their dedicated web pages.

For further  
information see:
Undergraduate 
and Postgraduate 
accommodation 
durham.ac.uk/experience/
colleges

Accommodation for 
couples and families
durham.ac.uk/ustinov.
college/college_life/
accommodation/family

Non-university 
accommodation
durham.ac.uk/
accommodation.office

Colleges, 
accommodation 
and the student 
experience

At Durham, you’ll be warmly welcomed into the supportive 
world of college life. You’ll discover a rich extracurricular 
culture of music, drama, sports and more; whatever your 
interests, there’s a society or club for you.
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Whether you are looking to keep fit or  
be part of a team, you will have the chance 
to join in and give it a go. Many of our 
students discover sporting abilities they 
never knew they had, simply through 
joining a college team, often progressing 
to play at University level and beyond. 
Regardless of why you take part or what 
sport you want to join, you can be sure 
that there is a place for you here.

College sport at Durham is larger than  
any other university sport programme 
in the UK. It provides an opportunity for 
students to compete on a weekly basis,  
in 18 sports across more than 700 different 
teams. This not only helps to keep you 
active and healthy, but it also provides a 
sense of belonging.

Find out more about sport at  
durham.ac.uk/experience/sport

Sport

A huge range 
of sporting 
opportunities are 
available to our 
students.

Whatever your interests, whatever new 
experiences you’re looking for, you’ll find  
your place here.

Over  

85% of 
our students are 
involved in sport, 
music, theatre and 
volunteering

2,000  
active student 
volunteers

No.1 
Team Sport 
University BUCS 
rankings since 2013

£2.4  
million investment in 
the new Assembly 
Rooms Theatre

84 

local, national 
and international 
volunteering 
projects

Over 

200 
student societies  
to join

84  
music societies 
26 Music Durham,  
8 chapel choirs and 
another 50 music 
societies in our 
colleges

Student life

Over

700
college sports 
teams across 
18 sports
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Volunteering 

Try something new. Give back 
to the local community, and 
improve your skills. Make a 
positive impact. 

Our Volunteering and Outreach 
programmes are student led and 
community focused, offering unique 
opportunities that are open to all 
students. We run 80+ projects to 
suit all interests, supporting: social 
inclusion, complex needs, education, 
sport and physical activity, the 
environment and global citizenship. 
We currently have 2,000 active 
student volunteers.

Find out more about volunteering 
at durham.ac.uk/experience/
volunteering

Theatre 

Durham has one of the largest 
and most successful student 
theatre scenes in the country.

Durham Student Theatre (DST) 
coordinates 27 theatre companies 
and is brimming with creative 
individuals, who come together to 
perform a diverse range of shows. 
DST performs over 100 shows a 
year, has 600 active members and 
provides over 900 opportunities 
for students to act, as well as write, 
direct and produce. We are also 
investing £2.4 million for a renovation 
of the Assembly Rooms, our very own 
theatre, in the City Centre.

For more information, visit  
durham.ac.uk/experience/theatre

Music 

For those with a passion for 
music, Durham University is the 
perfect place.

We have chapel choirs, orchestras, 
bands, world music ensembles, 
a cappella, barbershop, chamber 
groups and much more for you 
to join. Student musicians are 
encouraged to play in ensembles 
as well as being part of our 
many exciting solo and chamber 
opportunities, masterclasses and 
outreach work.

Find out more about music at  
durham.ac.uk/experience/music

Durham Students’ Union

The champion of every Durham 
student, we care about the things 
that matter to you, stand up for 
your rights, and bring you together.

We are students who:
• Run and participate in over 250 student 

groups, doing everything from stand-up 
comedy to Quidditch.

• Campaign, lobby and advocate for student 
issues and student rights.

• Actively shape our education, by making 
sure the University hears  
our voices.

Durham Students’ Union also has  
a dedicated advice service for free, 
confidential and impartial guidance, 
because life as a student isn’t always 
straightforward. We’re working to make 
sure that students have the power and 
opportunity to transform their time at 
Durham.

And that’s not all. We also have:

• Our own student newspaper,  
Palatinate, and radio station

• Purple Radio

• University Challenge and debates

• A student seminar and speaker series.

For more information, see durhamsu.com

Student fundraising
DUCK (Durham University Charities 
Committee) is Durham’s version of what 
other students’ unions call ‘raise and 
give’ societies. We are here to support all 
students and staff to fundraise hundreds 
of thousands of pounds for local, national 
and international charities.

We offer something for everyone: through 
our events, such as the Santa fun run or 
cathedral sleepout, our expeditions to 
countries such as Cambodia or Nepal, or 
running the London marathon. All this, 
while raising funds for amazing causes! 
In 2017/18 we raised over £150,000 for 
charity.

For further information,  
see durhamduck.org
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Durham University
Palatine Centre
Stockton Road
Durham
DH1 3LE

Telephone +44 (0)191 334 1000
durham.ac.uk 
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