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xman — a browser of the UNIX 
manual pages. 

Introduction 
xman is a program that can be used to browse 
the UNIX manual pages from the X windows 
system. 

Starting the xman program 
From an xterm window type: 

xman & 

The xman window will be displayed. 

Using the xman program 
The default size of the initial xman window is 
small so that you can leave it running 
throughout your entire session should you 
wish to do so. In the initial window, there are 
four choices: 
• Click on Help with the left mouse button to 

open a window with online help. 
• Click on Quit with the left button to exit 

from xman. 
• Click on Manual Page with the left button 

to open a window containing a manual 
page browser — see below. 

• Press Ctrl/S to open a window prompting 
you for the name of a specific manual 
page to display. 

Using the manual page browser 
If you want to see what manual pages are 
available: 

1 Move the pointer to Manual Page and 
then click the left mouse button. 

2 Move the pointer to Sections and hold 
down the left button. 

The manual pages are subdivided into 
different sections. For example, there is a 
section containing User Commands. 

3 Move the pointer to the name of the 
section in which you are interested. 

4 Release the left button. 

You will then get a list of names for which 
there are manual pages. This list may be 

several screens long. To move around this list, 
first move the pointer to the scroll bar ( on the 
left. ) You can then do any of the following. 
• Click the left mouse button to move down 

the list. 
• Click the right mouse button to move up 

the list 
• Hold down the middle button and move 

the pointer up/down the screen to scroll 
up/down the list. 

When you find the entry of the list in which you 
are interested, move the pointer so that it is 
near to the name of the entry and click the left 
mouse button. The man entry for that page will 
then be displayed. 

Leaving the xman program 
To leave xman, move the pointer to Options 
and hold down the left button, then move the 
pointer to Quit and then release the button. 

Further information 
More information about xman can be found in 
the man pages of xman. These can be 
displayed by typing the following command at 
a Unix prompt: 

man xman 

Alternatively, you can use xman itself to 
display its own man pages. 
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