
 

InfoSheet 161 
Version 1.3 

 

Using Xenu to find broken URLs 
Xenu's Link Sleuth is spidering software that 
checks Web pages for any broken links to other 
pages and sites.  This time saving utility will 
enhance any work you have created by 
automatically scanning the HTML in pages you 
have created. 

Link verification is performed on normal URLs, 
as well as links to images, frames, plug-ins, 
backgrounds, local image maps, style sheets, 
scripts and java applets.  The Xenu application 
will display a list of URLs as well as producing a 
report in the form of a web page at any time. 

Additional Features of Xenu: 
• Simple no-frills user-interface. 
• Can re-check broken links (useful for 

temporary network errors). 
• Simple report format can also be e-mailed 

(you must set-up an SMTP account in 
Xenu). 

• Executable files less than 500K. 
• Partial testing of ftp and gopher sites. 
• Detects and reports redirected URLs. 

How to Find Xenu on NPCS 
Start Menu | Programs | Web Tools | Xenu | to 
start the application with an empty working 
environment. 

How to perform a standard check on 
pages with Xenu 
To check a page or sites with Xenu  

1 Select File | Check URL.   

This will open a form titled Xenu’s 
Starting Point. 

2 In the form enter the name of site to be 
validated.  If the address finishes with a 
directory name, do not forget to add a / at 
the end or the whole of the parent 
directory could possibly be scanned.   
Incorrect http://www.dur.ac.uk/its 
Correct   http://www.dur.ac.uk/its/

3 If an individual page is to be checked 
press the Browse button with your 
mouse and select the necessary file. 

 

Note: if your file has a link to an external 
page/site it will also check links within that site 
as Xenu automatically assumes that it is part of 
your site.  If you do not intend to have those 
links checked you ensure the checkbox for 
“check external links” is unchecked. 

4 Once the necessary site/page has been 
entered press the OK button.  

Xenu will now create a list of links in the main 
application window. 

After Xenu has completed scanning the page it 
will give a prompt asking if you wish to have a 
report created for you.  If the Yes option is 
selected a report will be displayed in your 
default web browser. 

How to perform an advanced check 
on pages with Xenu 
Once you have become more proficient with the 
software you can perform more advanced 
scanning of pages.  This allows you to remove 
certain URLs you know to work or URLs you do 
not wish to be checked at this time.  This allows 
the scanning to reach completion much quicker 
and makes the report file smaller. 

1 Select File | Check URL and in the form 
enter the relevant URLs that do not need 
to be checked in both of the 
Expand/Restrict areas pressing the Add 
button after each URL.   

2 To start verification press the OK button.  
Once more you will be given the option to 
view the Xenu report. 
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