
 
 

Guidance for Durham students completing the Mitacs online application 

Please also visit the Mitacs website for answers to Frequently asked questions 

Transcripts 

The Mitacs application portal requires that students upload their transcript. In place of an official 

transcript, UUKi have confirmed that Durham students can upload their ‘Statement of Marks’ with 

their application. This can be downloaded by going to the Banner Self Service tool in duo. 

Research experience 

Some students have raised concern that the Mitacs application process is quite focused on research 

experience but UUKi has been assured by Mitacs that a student does not necessarily have to have 

prior research or even industry experience to participate in this programme. The Mitacs application 

team will assess each application holistically and are generally interested in the student’s entire 

profile, taking into consideration anything that the student feels makes them stand out for the 

experience, as well as the student’s motivation for completing the internship. The student may be 

motivated to complete this internship precisely because they would like to develop research 

experience for their future career or to continue to develop pre-existing research skills they may have 

only touched upon during their course so far. It is worth noting, however, that each project that a 

student applies for as part of the application may have varying degrees of prior research experience 

required so applicants with little to no research experience are advised to read the ‘required skills’ for 

each project they intend to apply to. It may be that students have had little research experience but 

have appropriate skills and background to make them a suitable candidate. 

The scope of ‘research experience’ here is also broad and can even include projects such as the EPQ 

(Extended Project Qualification), as well as any other experience the applicant feels is relevant (i.e. 

developing research and analysis skills from completing formative or summative essays, for example, 

or taking a module in research design methods even if these methods have not been put into practise 

yet). Applicants may also list any skills that they have developed during their degree to far (e.g. 

proficiency with certain journals, source analysis, experience with specific lab techniques ect) or any 

upcoming modules that will involve research skills. When searching for a project, applicants should 

read the ‘required skills’ tab as mentioned above which will give them a better idea of some of the 

relevant skills and any background knowledge they might like to highlight on their application. 

Academic Referee 

The professor who writes your reference letter should: 

 Have supervised or co-supervised your work 
 Be able to speak on behalf of your academic and research experience 
 Provide a signed letter on university letterhead  

 
A sample letter can be found on the Mitacs FAQ section 

https://www.mitacs.ca/en/globalink/globalink-research-internships/faqs
https://duo.dur.ac.uk/webapps/portal/execute/tabs/tabAction?tab_tab_group_id=_14_1
https://www.mitacs.ca/en/globalink/globalink-research-internships/faqs

