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THE DURHAM 
UNIVERSITY
DIFFERENCE

Welcome to Durham University. Our worldwide 
reputation and performance in research and 
education places us amongst the top institutions 
in the UK. 

Durham University is distinctive - a residential 
Collegiate University with long traditions and modern 
values. We seek the highest standard in research 
and scholarship and are committed to excellence 
in all aspects of education and transmission of 
knowledge. Our research and scholarship affects 
every continent. We are proud to be an international 
scholarly community which reflects the ambitions of 
cultures from around the world. 

Durham City has captured the admiration of 
writers and artists for centuries, and as the only 
university in England to occupy a World Heritage 
Site (Durham Cathedral and Castle), it continues 
to capture the attention of travellers from all over 
the world. Study Abroad at Durham offers you 
a unique opportunity to experience the history, 
tradition and quality of one of the oldest and 
highest ranking universities in England.

We hope you choose to study with us and 
discover for yourself what makes Durham 
different.

WHY  
DURHAM UNIVERSITY?

Founded in 1832, Durham University is 
England’s third oldest university, after Oxford 
and Cambridge, and one of the UK’s leading 
research institutions. As Durham University is 
one of the top 100 universities in the world, 
Durham lecturers and tutors are acknowledged 
experts and leaders in their field. Whichever 
subject you study you will be taught by some of 
the leading minds in the world. 

Like Oxford and Cambridge, Durham University is 
a collegiate University. Every student at Durham 
University can choose a college to belong to, and 
there are 16 Colleges with a further 17th College 
due to open in 2020 to choose from. Although the
Colleges are purely residential facilities and not 
used for teaching, they are more than just a place 
to eat and sleep. Styles of College range from the 
brand-new state of the art, to traditional historic 
buildings such as Durham Castle!

Durham students are very involved in life outside 
of their academic studies. More than 90% of 
Durham students take part in sport - which is one 
of the many reasons Durham has been named 
the Times and Sunday Times Sports University of 
the Year 2015. Whether you want to compete for 
the university, or just have some fun, you’ll find 
yourself meeting more people than you can keep 
track of and enjoying the offerings of a top UK 
sporting university.

In addition, there are dozens of student societies 
(both common interest and volunteer-oriented) 
that you can join!

03

International Office

TOP

100
Durham is ranked within the top 100 universities in the world
(QS World Rankings)

Email: incoming.exchange@durham.ac.uk



STUDY IN DURHAM, IN 
THE HEART OF NORTH 
EAST ENGLAND.

Surrounded by some of the world’s finest 
architecture, Durham city is the perfect setting  
to experience study abroad in England.

The Castle and Cathedral – together designated a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site - dominate the skyline 
and look out over breath-taking historic woodland 
and countryside.

Just a three hour train journey north of London, 
and an hour and a half south of Edinburgh, 
Durham’s excellent transport links and positioning 
mean it is the ideal starting point to visit more of the 
United Kingdom and Europe. 

North East England’s landmarks span millennia, 
from historical Roman and Norman World Heritage 
Sites to award-winning contemporary icons. To the 
north of the region, and built in AD122 to mark the 
Roman Empire’s northern frontier, Hadrian’s Wall is 
just as awe-inspiring today. Its fellow World Heritage 
Site, Durham Cathedral and Castle, is one of the
finest examples of Norman architecture in the 
world. There are 15 National Nature Reserves in 
the region and over 250 Sites of Special Scientific 
Interest. There are more castles of distinction open 
to the public than in any other English region and 
numerous splendid country houses and gardens.

For those who love a bit of retail therapy the region 
is home to one of Europe’s largest shopping centre, 
the Metro Centre and when it comes to music and 
the arts the region offers something for everyone.
A passion for sport also runs through the region 
with premier league football team Newcastle 
United, plus rugby, basketball, cricket and ice-
hockey teams all playing regularly.

The North East is full of exciting things to do and 
beautiful places to explore so what are you waiting 
for?

Lindisfarne Castle

Newcastle/Gateshead

The Angel of the North
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A great place to study... nearly one thousand examples of stunning Norman 
architecture, Durham is the only university in the world to be located in a 
UNESCO world heritage site, and is a major blockbuster movie location for 
films such as Harry Potter.

Email: incoming.exchange@durham.ac.uk

Lovely Durham is home to one of the 
country’s top universities. The city 
is picturesque, wooded. hilly and 
aching with heritage.

The Guardian University Guide 2014
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STUDYING AT DURHAM 
UNIVERSITY

As a Study Abroad student at Durham, you will be fully immersed
into the University system. You will be enrolled in the same  
courses as your peers, attend the same lectures, and exchange 
ideas in the same tutorials. You will also gain access to our 
multiple libraries and extensive online resources.

Study Abroad students are required to enrol full-time and are  
required to study at Durham for an entire academic year. You will 
be expected to complete all required coursework and attend all 
compulsory lectures and seminars during your time at Durham.  
Most final grades for courses are weighed heavily on the results of  
the exams taken in May or June.

When your time at Durham comes to an end, you will receive an
official transcript and a detailed explanation of the Durham grading
system to take back to your home university.

Please visit our website for more information about studying at
Durham University: 
www.durham.ac.uk/international/studyabroad

THE STRUCTURE  
OF OUR 

ACADEMIC YEAR

MICHAELMAS TERM
October to December

4 week break for Christmas

EPIPHANY TERM
January to March

Students attend classes

5 week break for Easter

EASTER TERM
April to June

Students take exams  
(no classes)

The only university to have all 
courses ranked in the UK top ten

(Complete University Guide 2015) 
to be updated

Durham University is ranked the 
second safest university in England 
and Wales

Durham is ranked in the top 25
globally for employer reputation

(QS World University Rankings 
2015)
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THE COLLEGIATE
EXPERIENCE

Living in one of Durham’s 16 colleges is 
more than just living in University housing. 
College life is a big part of what makes 
Durham so different to almost anywhere 
else. Many of our students say that the 
college system is one of the best aspects  
of university life. Ask Durham students
about living and studying in Durham and 
they’re sure to mention their college,  
even years after they’ve left!

Every College is its own community, each 
with its own character. Each College has 
its own bar and dining facilities, TV room, 
laundry services, sports teams, and clubs 
and societies. Every College is its own 
community, each with its own bar and dining 
facilities, TV room, laundry services, sports 
teams, and clubs and societies.

As an overseas exchange or study abroad 
student studying at Durham we guarantee 
a place at one of our colleges. We highly 
recommend you take advantage of this 
opportunity, as it is a wonderful way to  
meet people and get involved. We try to take 
personal preference into account; however, 
placement in a particular college  
is ultimately based on availability.

Take a virtual college tour at:
www.durham.ac.uk/tour

or research individual colleges at:
www.durham.ac.uk/colleges



STUDY ABROAD
SUBJECT AREAS

The Exchange and Study Abroad programme 
at Durham University provides a unique and 
flexible structure allowing you to study a 
range of subjects that interest you. 

You can choose modules from up to three 
different departments, giving equal weight to 
each subject area or arrange your programme 
to concentrate more on one or two subjects 
whilst retaining your interest in other areas.

ARTS
Classics and Ancient History

English Literature

History

Arabic

French

German

Italian

SOCIAL SCIENCES
Anthropology

Archaeology

Business and Economics

Education

Theory and Philosophy

of Social Science

Geography

SCIENCES
Biology

Chemistry

Earth Sciences

Computer Science

Spanish

Russian

Music

Philosophy

Theology and Religion

History of Art

Government and

International Affairs
(this includes Politics,
International Relations and
Middle-Eastern and Islamic 

Studies)

Sociology

Criminology

Sport

Mathematics

Physics

Psychology
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ACCOMMODATION COSTS
All overseas exchange and study abroad students 
will be allocated to one of Durham’s 16 colleges 
and will live in college accommodation, if they wish. 
college costs will vary depending and they are not 
included in the tuition fees. Erasmus students are 
not currently eligible for college accommodation.
www.durham.ac.uk/study/accommodation/costs

LIVING COSTS
County Durham is one of the most affordable places 
to live in England. In addition to your tuition and 
accommodation costs, we recommend a further 
£4,000 - £5,000 per year to cover the costs of 
books, clothing, socialising etc.

 Weekly Monthly

Phone  £5  £20

Travel  £9  £36

Leisure / Sport  £30  £120

Clothing / Shoes  £6  £24

Misc. course
expenses e.g. books  £10  £40

SCHOLARSHIPS
BUTEX, the British Universities Transatlantic 
Exchange Association, offers scholarships each  
year for students from the USA or Canada who  
have been offered a place as a study abroad or 
exchange student at a UK member university.  
www.butex.ac.uk

HEALTHCARE
The National Health Service (NHS) is the means by 
which healthcare is provided in the UK. Healthcare 
under the NHS is free to everyone in the case of an 
emergency.

If your course of study is six months or longer, you 
will be eligible for free healthcare under the NHS.

However, you will need to pay for medical 
prescriptions, vaccinations and dental and optical 
treatment. Please see the NHS website for more 
information: www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk

TUITION FEES
Exchange students from a partner university do not 
pay tuition fees to Durham University.

Fees for your year abroad will be confirmed by
your home university.

Durham offers fee paying study abroad 
opportunities for students who are not coming from 
one of our overseas exchange partners. You would 
be required to pay tuition fees directly to Durham 
at the study abroad rate. You can find information 
about tuition fees on the website
www.dur.ac.uk/international/studyabroad/
studyabroad/fees
 

The International Student Calculator may also be 
helpful when planning your expenditure for your 
studies in the UK:
www.studentcalculator.org.uk/international

HOW MUCH WILL IT COST?





YOUR STUDENT EXPERIENCE

SPORT
Durham was named the Times and Sunday Times 
Sports University of the Year 2015 and over 90% of 
our students participate in sport regularly. Durham 
University Sport has cultivated such talents as Will 
Carling, Nasser Hussain, Jonathan Edwards, and 
Andrew Strauss. Whether you’re a first-time
cricketer or a lifelong rugby player, Sport at Durham 
encourages and supports its students to get 
involved.

VOLUNTEER
Charity fundraising and volunteer societies play 
a large role in the Durham college experience. 
Colleges regularly put on fundraising events to  
help support the award-winning Durham University
Charities Kommittee (DUCK). Individuals also 
endeavor to raise money on their own by asking  
for sponsorship to participate in activities such as 
fire walking, skydiving, marathon running and  
hitch-hiking across continents to name but a few!

THE STAGE
There are more than 60 student theatrical 
productions in Durham every year and many 
colleges have their own performance spaces. The 
University owns one of the few studentrun theatres 
in the UK: the Assembly Rooms. Some larger-scale
productions are shown at the Gala Theatre, while 
others are relocated to rave reviews at the Edinburgh 
Fringe or even embark on an international tour!

MUSIC
Apart from being home to one of the leading centres 
for the study of music in Britain, Durham University 
also boasts a student population with a great interest 
in extracurricular music. Many of our colleges have 
their own choirs, orchestras, and music societies; 
there are also several University-wide student-run
choral and instrumental groups. There is plenty of 
opportunity to get involved, no matter your level of 
expertise

We want you to make the most of your time at Durham and recognise that student life involves 
more than studying. All students at Durham are encouraged to get involved in the wide range of 
extracurricular activities that take place across the University. Whether you are keen to be involved in 
sport, drama, music or volunteering, you will find ways to have fun, meet new people, and develop skills 
which will take you through your time at Durham and beyond.
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THINGS TO DO IN 
DURHAM

•  Enjoy a traditional cream tea in Crook Hall’s 
lovely English country garden:  
www.crookhallgardens.co.uk

•  Climb the Cathedral tower for a great view of 
Durham www.durhamcathedral.co.uk/visiting/
attractions

•  Row a boat with friends around Durham’s 
breathtakingly beautiful & historic peninsula.

•  A visit to Durham University’s Botanic Garden 
is a lovely way to spend a sunny afternoon 
amongst the bluebells and butterflies: www.
durham.ac.uk/botanic.garden

•  Fabulous fish and chips can be found in 
the Market Place and can be taken-out to 
be enjoyed by the riverside whilst watching 
Durham’s rowers glide by

•  Durham Regatta (festival of rowing) takes place 
at the end of the Easter term and will cost you 
nothing to enjoy, except maybe £1 - £3 for an  
ice-cream or a glass of Pimms:  
www.durham-regatta.org.uk

•  College and Student Union Societies run a 
wide assortment of outstanding and unusual 
events throughout the year. These may 
include anything from outdoor performances 
of Shakespeare in Durham Castle’s gardens to 
College real ale festivals

•  As something to see and do. Why not check the 
This Is Durham website for more information 
about upcoming attractions and activities:  
www.thisisdurham.com
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WHAT OUR STUDENTS 
SAY...

My year abroad at the University of Durham was
the best year of my entire life.

From the moment that I stepped off the train and 
got a view of the stunning Cathedral and Castle, I 
felt more at home than I ever have in California. 
Durham is truly the most beautiful European city I 
have ever seen.

With the College system in Durham, I was able to 
become totally immersed in English life. I lived in a 
residence hall, surrounded by English students with 
whom I made lasting friendships. We ate every meal 
together and had dressy formals every other week.

The educational system was rigorous and enabled 
me to gain a better international perspective. I was 
the only American in most of my classes, and I got 
to learn about history from the British point of view. 
Perhaps my most interesting class was American
history from a British standpoint. My time in 
Durham has changed the way that I view the world 
and has taught me so much about myself.

I am so glad that I had the chance to be abroad for 
a full year because it allowed me to fully experience 
the English way of life. Durham has made such 
an impression on me that I am looking to move 
back there permanently immediately following 
graduation. Studying abroad is the best decision 
I have ever made, and I think that every student 
should consider spending a year abroad in Durham.

Mary Douglas, California



HOW TO APPLY

You are eligible to apply to the Exchange and Study 
Abroad programme at Durham University if you have 
completed a minimum of one academic year at your 
home university. You must be registered as a student at 
the time of your application. Exchange applicants must 
be registered at one of our partner universities. A full 
list can be found on our website:
https://www.dur.ac.uk/international/studyabroad/
exchange/outgoing/partnerunis/

Please note that exchange and study abroad is
currently limited to a full-year of study at Durham 
University (September – June).

You will need the following supporting documents:

• Fully completed application form

•  Certified copy of English language test 
(if applicable)

•  Official academic transcript from your 
University or College

• Proof of Identification e.g. passport

All non-native English speakers are required to provide 
evidence of English Language ability along with an 
application. The standard requirements would be IELTS 
6.5 or equivalent. Please check the website www.
durham.ac.uk/international/studyabroad/exchange/
incoming/howtoapply/englishreq and contact the 
exchanges and study abroad team for more information. 
If you do not meet the level of English required, we may 
be able to offer you a pre sessional English course to 
bring you up to the required level. Please contact us for 
details.

If you are a student with a nationality outside of the 
European Union you may require a visa to study in the 
UK. Please visit the UKBA website to determine if you 
require a visa: www.gov.uk/check-uk-visa

To make your application simply go to our website, click 
on the Incoming Students link and follow the instructions
carefully. Application forms will usually be made 
available in January each year.
https://www.dur.ac.uk/international/studyabroad/incoming/



You might be interested to read about some of 
the experiences of previous incoming students at 
www.thedurhamexchange.wordpress.com

@durhamIO
www.facebook.com/durham.internationaloffice

FURTHER INFORMATION



CONTACT US
Exchanges and Study Abroad Team
International Office
The Palatine Centre
Stockton Road
Durham DH1 3LE UK

T +44 (0)191 334 6328
E incoming.exchange@durham.ac.uk

www.durham.ac.uk

@durhamIO

www.facebook.com/durham.internationaloffice

International Office


