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Interdisciplinary Readings of Medieval Science: Robert Grosseteste (c. 1170–1253)  

B ringing together a unique, international configuration of natural scientists, social 

scientists, arts and humanities scholars and creative arts, Ordered Universe 

explores the scientific world of Robert Grosseteste (c.1170-1253). One of the most 

dazzling minds of his generation, Grosseteste became bishop of Lincoln, a leading 

reformer, translator, theologian and scientist. Funded by the Arts and Humanities 

Research Council, UK, the project analyses Grosseteste's works on natural phenomena 

composed c.1195-c.1228, on a wide range of topics: cosmology, comets, space, 

location and place, colour, the rainbow, and above all light. Ordered Universe presents 

the richness of Grosseteste's thought with a radically interdisciplinary approach.    

Each team member, from whatever discipline, contributes to editions, translations, 

analyses and presentations. In so doing, we are pioneering new ways of working across 

and between our disciplines. Trusting one another, and learning to learn from the past 

have presented creative demands. We have challenged academic and public preconceptions regarding the value of past 

science as ‘irrelevant’. To the contrary: the team has published new science (on rainbows, colour and cosmology) inspired by 

engaging with another thinker from eight centuries ago. 

T he centre and heart of the project are our collaborative reading workshops: we all sit down together, and, word by 

word, sentence by sentence, paragraph by paragraph, grapple with and unlock the amazing world which Grosseteste 

opens up. From this core activity, team members also contribute to an active strand of public education showing the place of 

science in longer cultural narratives; we engage with artists of many kinds, projection art, film-makers, multi-media sculpture 

and glass; and we help to run an access scheme for prospective university students - using Ordered Universe and its 

interdisciplinary methods to inspire future generations of scholars. 

 

 

 

 

Find out more about the project at: www.ordered-universe.com  
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The project is funded by an Arts and Humanities 
Research Council (UK) research grant (2015–2019) 
and academic members of the project are based at 
Durham University, Oxford University, Bishop 
Grosseteste University, McGill University, 
Georgetown University, the American University of 
Beirut, and the University of Rome Tor Vergata.”  
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