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Guidance for Chairs, Commentators and Seminar Participants 

 

Session Chairs  

The Chair’s tasks are to welcome and introduce the speakers and moderate the discussion. 

We ask that Chairs ensure panels keep to the length of time available to allow delegates to 

move on to the next session or break.   

 

Commentators  

The Commentator’s task is to respond to the papers at the end, for example highlighting 

possible connections between the research questions and conclusions. 

 

Seminars  

Each participant should prepare a draft paper (c. 3,000 – 3,500 words, excluding references) 

and submit this draft to the Organiser, together with an abstract (c. 300 words) by no later 

than 15 June 2019, cc. early.modern@durham.ac.uk.  

The Organiser should then ask each member of the seminar to respond in writing (c. 300 

words each) to the Organiser’s choice of two of the papers in advance of the seminar, as 

well as formulate two follow-up questions for each of these two papers. Each member of the 

seminar should thereby receive written feedback on their paper from two other members of 

the seminar. Written feedback should be sent to the Organiser by no later than 6 July 2019.  

The Organiser should then compile a set of abstracts of papers received in alphabetical 

order. Each abstract should be followed by responses from two other members of the 

seminar as well as four follow-up questions. The Organiser should then email this master 

document comprising abstracts, responses, and follow-up questions to all 

participants in the seminar, cc. early.modern@durham.ac.uk, by no later than 15 July 

2019. This will be uploaded to the Conference website for seminar participants and auditors 

to read.  

Participants in a seminar will be expected to have read all of the papers (c. 6-8) for that 

seminar in advance of the Conference, as well as the responses and follow-up questions. A 

copy of the master list of abstracts, responses, and follow-up questions for each seminar will 

be made available on the Conference website. Auditors registered for the Conference will be 

welcome to attend. The first 1 – 1.5 hours of the seminar will consist of a discussion of the 

papers by participants enrolled in the seminar, moderated by the Organiser, who will also act 

as Chair. The final thirty minutes will be open to questions and feedback from auditors. 
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