
Death of a Patriarch
Death of a Patriarch: the murder of John VII of Jerusalem (†966) and 

Christian life in Early Islamic Palestine.

Dan Reynolds 

Centre for Byzantine, Ottoman and Modern Greek Studies, 

University of Birmingham 

24/04/18

Institute of Medieval and Early Modern Studies,  Durham University



966
.

Ramla

1. Muhammad, 

governor of 

Jerusalem, 

demands tribute 

from Patriarch 

Yuhanna

1

2. Yuhanna appeals to 

the Ikshidid court in 

Fustat. The Ikshidid

emir upholds his 

appeal.   

2

3. The emir 

writes letters to 

Syria and 

Ramla. 

Muhammad 

ignores the 

request to leave 

the patriarch 

alone.   

3

4. Yuhanna goes 

to Ramla for a 2nd

appeal. He is 

promised 

protection by the 

governor.

4

5. War in Syria 

prevents the Syrian 

governor from 

travelling to 

Jerusalem. He sends 

an agent.  

5

6. Muhammad  

arrests the agent 

and confines him 

to the governor’s 

palace. 

6



Patriarchal 
residence?

Yuhanna 
barricades 

himself in the 
Church of the 

Anastasis

The Martyrion is 
attacked 

Yuhanna 
found hiding 
in a cistern

Yuhanna’s 
body  is 

desecrated in 
the atrium

The Church of the Anastasis and Martyrion of Constantine c. 330-

c.966 (Today known as the Church of the Holy Sepulchre) 
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MS Graecus Vitr. 26-2, fol. 156v. “Madrid Skylitzes”. 

“Patriarch Yuhanna is burned before the 
Church of the Anastasis” 
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Palaestina I,II,III 
and Arabia 

c.600



Churches and monastic foundations active c.900-c.1000



MS Sinai Arabic 75 

Ninth-century manuscript 

Four Gospels and the Kitab al-Burhan “Book of 

Proof” written by Butrus of Bayt Ra’s (c.820) 

Belonged to grandfather of Bishop Sulayman of Sinai (active c.980-1001)

Sulayman bequeathed it to Sinai in 1001/2 (stated on f. 222v)



Churches and monastic foundations active c.900-c.1000



Antonio Barluzzi 1947. 

Plans for the rebuilt Church of the Holy Sepulchre (never completed)



Approximately 430 
active ecclesiastical 

foundations in 
Palaestina I-III and 

Arabia. 

England 
130,279 km²

Palaestina I-III
& Arabia 
49,270 km²

c. 600



Churches and monastic foundations active c.900-c.1000



(Ruined)

Jerusalem 966



MS Sinai Georgian 34

Translated from Arabic and copied by Ioane Zosime on Mt Sinai (c.970)



Anastasis

Golgotha

Katholikon

Mount of Olives

Matheion

St Peter’s

Holy Sion

Gethsemane

Tomb of the Virgin

Probatica

Siloam
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18th April
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7th May
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23rd June
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11th July

16th July 
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22nd July
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21st October
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9th July
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22nd October

7th November

27th November
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“Among the Christian feats that the Muslims here acknowledge, 

and by which they determine the seasons of the year are: Easter, 

about the time of new year, Pentecost, at the time of the heat, and 

the Nativity, at the time of the cold; the feast of St Barbara at the 

time of the rains…There is also the feast of the Kalends (1st

January)…and the feast of the Cross (September) at the time of 

the grape harvest, and the feast of Lydda at sowing time (late 

April)….”    

“Few are the learned there, many are the Christians, and these 

make themselves distasteful in the public places.”   

Al-Muqadassi, (c.985)        



“The guards of the iconostases have not stopped creating frauds for 
the people, in the same manner as the monks with the torches in the 
Church of the Resurrection in J erusalem, who claim that the oil inside 
their lamps  lights without a fire at night during one of their 
celebrations”

Al-J ahiz, Kitab al-Hayawan 4.383 (c.848)  



“On the Easter of the Christians, on Holy Saturday, the faithful exit 

from the place of the tomb in order to gather around the rock that is 

surrounded by a railing. From there they look upon the tomb and all 

together they pray and kneel before the almighty God, from the 

morning prayer until the setting of the sun. The emir and the imam of 

the mosque are also present. The sultan locks the door to the tomb…”

Ibn al-Qass, Kitab  dala’il al-qibla (c.940) 

“I have heard it from al-Faraj ibn Salih of 

Baghdad that in the middle of the Church 

of the Resurrection in Jerusalem there is 

carved in a rock the tomb of Jesus, in 

such a manner that it is enveloped by a 

dome. Overhead there is a larger dome. 

And around the rock there are galleries, 

from where the Muslims watch….even 

the muezzein of the mosque, the head 

imam of the prayer and the emir of the 

city come, and sit next to the tomb….”

Al-Biruni, Al-Athar al-baqiyah (c.1000) 



Judith of 

Bavaria 

970

Niketas

Basilikos

947

Hidda of 

Cologne

960

Adso

992

Gerard of 

Tours

994

Adalbert 

of Prague

992

Ulric of 

Orleans

1020s

Lethbauld

of Autun

1025

Poppo of 

Trier

Robert the 

Magnificient

Ademar of 

Chabannes

1034

Fulk of 

Anjou

1030s

Monks of 

Montecassino

990s

Pilgrims 

900-1030 



VILLENEUVE D'AVEYRON 

SAINT SÉPULCRE

1053

Odilo

Founded the church after returning from a pilgrimage.  The 

church and its properties provided an annual endowment for 

the Church of the Anastasis in Jerusalem. 

PARIS MS. DOAT. 128 fols. 216v-217v

Sergios of Jerusalem

Melkite envoy to the abbot of 

Moissac to negotiate an agreement 

over patriarchal properties held in  

La Salvetat de Montcorbeil. 



…And because we could not bear, by ourselves, the necessary expenses for such 
a great enterprise, we have asked others. But because no one has agreed to give 
us their money without something in return from our part and because we could 
give nothing else in exchange - we had nothing else - but olives and vines, we 
handed down even the sacred vases of our holy churches. Thus far we have not 
received enough money to be able to restore them.  

It has happened because of this that while those, who lent us their money, are 
enjoying our olives and our vines, and using our vases which have been 
consecrated to God, we lack oil to light the lamps of our churches, our poor and 
our monks die of hunger, and numerous of our captives cannot be bought back. 
Obviously we could not waste such a great benefaction, accorded to us by God, 
nor should we, ungrateful for the gifts of God, postpone or foolishly neglect the 
time that is suitable and has finally been accorded for this thing. So, with the 
workman of the whole world (?) helping, we have repaired our churches, which 
had been destroyed or fallen into ruin, to a great extent using the money we had 
borrowed; but we do not possess enough (resources) to buy back our guarantees, 
that is to say our olive trees, our vines, and our sacred vases. …

Patriarch Ilyas III to Charles III, Emperor of the 
Franks c.881



The present typikon was written in Greek, Georgian, and Armenian for our very sacred monastery of the 

most holy Mother of God Petritzonitissa in the month of December of the seventh indiction, year 6592 

(1083), and was signed in Armenian by me myself, Gregory Pakourianos, the sebastos and megas domestikos 

of the West and by the most holy Patriarch of Jerusalem, lord Euthymios, to guarantee and confirm all that 

has been written in the same, since he happened to be here by order of our mighty and holy Emperor 

requiring him to be in Thessalonike for peace with the hateful Frank and on his return again arrived here with 

us at my estates at Philippoupolis.

Mother of God Petritzonitissa, Bačkovo 





“After the cities of Cilicia and Syria were taken, the Saracens 

burnt John, archbishop of Jerusalem, alive because it was at his 

instigation that Nikephoros might have been going to arrive 

their. They also burnt the exquisite church of the Holy 

Sepulchre.”    

John Skylitzes, [278-279]



Aleppo 961

Cyprus: 964

Tarsus: 965



Radd al-Mutiʿ ʿala risala malik al-Rum

composed by Al-Qaffal al-Shashi (died 976).

“And I will march to Jerusalem, which is held in 

high esteem by us, glorious, firm and enduring on 

its pillars”, line 47





Timeline of a murder

17th May: Feast of the Destruction of 

Jerusalem. Synaxis in the Anastasis

18th May: James the Apostle. Liturgy in 

Peter’s building (near Holy Sion)

21st May: Feast of Constantine the Great. 

Liturgy in the Katholikon of the Anastasis. 

24th  May: Feast of the Ascension. Synaxis in 

the Church of the Ascension.

27th May: Feast of Julian of Antioch. Synaxis

in the Church of the Anastasis. 

28th May: Yuhanna barricades himself in the 

Church of the Anastasis. 

30th May: Yuhanna is murdered and his body 

desecrated in the atrium of the Martyrion.  

2nd June: Synaxis in Golgotha

3rd June: Pentecost   
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