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Crossing Borders, Contesting Boundaries 

Borders and boundaries divided the medieval and early modern world, both its 

physical space and its more intangible social hierarchies and networks.  

Theologically, socially, domestically, and diplomatically, the medieval and early 

modern world sought to define its edges in order to confirm its centres. Borders 

and boundaries helped construct and reinforce identities, creating a sense of  

belonging and security; but they also partitioned, segregated, and restricted  

behaviour and activity. Thus borders and boundaries, once set, invited debate,  

defence, and defiance. 

In response to the current global health situation, MEMSA’s 14th annual conference 

is running as a digital conference, with our delegates’ papers presented as  

pre-recorded videos. In these times of disruption and uncertainty, the Crossing 

Borders, Contesting Boundaries conference will offer the opportunity for academic 

collegiality, connectivity, dialogue, and debate in an inclusive, interdisciplinary 

digital environment. 

 

The Digital Conference 

Our delegates’ videos will be released according to the schedule set out over the 

following pages. All times are given in British Summer Time (GMT +1). Follow the 

links in the programme to access each video. 

We encourage you to ask our delegates questions as comments on their YouTube 

videos, to help create an inclusive dialogue and discussion. Anyone signed in to a 

Google account can comment on YouTube videos, and creating a Google account is 

quick, easy, and free. Some delegates will also invite questions over Twitter or by  

e-mail. 

We have asked our delegates to keep their presentations available to view until 

Sunday 26th July, to allow for those not able to follow the conference timetable live 

to view the presentations and contribute to the discussion.  

Our keynote speakers will be recording and releasing answer videos, which will 

address select questions posed by participants on YouTube and over Twitter. We 

will email our  attendees on Wednesday with links to these videos, which will go 

live at 6 p.m. that evening. 

Please Tweet along to the conference’s proceedings using the hashtag #CBCB2020 
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Time Delegate Title 

9 a.m.  Panel One: Man and beast 

 Ashley Castelino ‘The gentil kynd of the lyoun’: testing the human-animal 

boundary of  Middle English 

 Charlotte Ross 

 

Enslaved giants: the role of monstrous mitigation in  

contesting boundaries in the medieval Bevis-tradition 

 Giulia Gilmore 

Durham University 

Fragmented beasts (and where to find them): eschatological 

boundaries in Le Roman d’Alexandre 

11 a.m.  Panel Two: Boundaries of knowledge 

 Grace Murray  

 

False Ariadnes: a guide to the labyrinth of early modern  

mathematics 

 Janka Kovács  

Eötvös Loránd University 

Translating and circulating psychological knowledge in  

eighteenth-century Hungarian medical literature 

 Dr Elena Berger 

Institute of World History,  

Russian Academy of Science 

Ambroise Paré: crossing borders of surgery 

2 p.m.  Panel Three: Exploring gender 

 Annie Humphrey 

Trinity University 

The three genders of Norse and Gaelic Ireland  

 Dr Jakov Đorđević 

University of Belgrade 

Performing monk's “transgender” body between the two Vita 

cycles: the case of a medieval Eastern Christian church 

 Rae Rivera 

University of Iceland 

The plant-bearing figure: accessing liminality via feminine  

gender role adoption  

4 p.m.  Keynote Paper 

 Dr Emma Whipday 

University of Newcastle 

“Nearer than sister”: the contested boundary between sibling 

and spouse on the early modern stage  

Monday 20th July 

2 



 

 

Time Delegate Title 

9 a.m.  Panel Four: The archaeology of the Anglo-Scottish border 

 Aubrey Steingraber 

University of York 

‘A right paynefull and unpleasante journey’: The archaeology 

of Anglo-Scottish meeting places and the making of the  

medieval Anglo-Scottish  Border, c. 1200 - 1500s 

 Carl Savage 

University of York, National  

Museums Scotland 

Coins and borders: a case study of the first Scottish coinage of 

David I - Malcolm IV 

11 a.m.  Panel Five: Faith and conflict 

 Omer Merzic Crusades in the Banat of Bosnia, a religious or political affair? 

 Burak Yaziki 

Central European  University 

A comparative study of the Ottoman Gaza concept and  

Central European Antemurale Christianitatis myth in the  

Ottoman classical age 

 Gonçalo Matos Ramos  

University of Lisbon 

The contested nature of an early-sixteenth-century  

Christian-Muslim  frontier: peace-making and war-waging in 

Portuguese-dominated Western Maghrib (1508 – 1515) 

2 p.m.  Panel Six: Mythmaking and the construction of identity 

 Dr Nadia Mariana Consiglieri 

Universidad de Buenos Aires 

Identity and boundaries: the role of Saint Michael and the  

dragon in the construction of Spanish Christian identity and 

imagery during the twelfth and thirteenth centuries 

 Charlie Steer-Stephenson 

Durham University 

The Classicisation of the Norse Past: Snorri Sturluson and the 

Icelandic Matter 

 Oleksii Rudenko 

University of Glasgow,  

Jagiellonian University 

Between the Romans and the Sarmatians: Central-Eastern  

European late medieval and early modern search for imaginary 

homelands 

4 p.m.  Keynote Paper 

 Dr Anna Groundwater 

National Museums Scotland 

On the border: borders imagined, performed, crossed, and  

mobilised  

Tuesday 21st July 
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Time Delegate Title 

9 a.m.  Panel Seven: Text and paratext 

 Polina Yaroslavtseva 

University of Hamburg 

The relationship between illustration, text and commentary in 

the  Hamburg Apocalypse, Codex In Scrinio 87  

 Dr Polly Duxfield 

University of Birmingham 

Transcribe Estoria: how digital editing can blur the boundaries 

between users and creators of digital editions 

 Dr Giuditta Cirnigliaro 

Roma Tre University 

Early modern word-and-image hierarchies: textual and  

visual sources of Boccaccio’s illustrations from the Hamilton 90 

Code  

11 a.m.  Panel Eight: Performing womanhood 

 Savvas Mavromatidis 

University of Cyprus 

Representations of womanhood in tombstones from medieval 

Cyprus: age thresholds and social border-crossing  

 Kimberley Foy 

Durham University 

Transnational or translational?: interrogating the sartorial  

construction of Elizabeth Stuart in England and Germany,  

c. 1613—1615 

 Dr Maritina Leontsini 

The National and Kapodistrian 

University of Athens 

Gender, city, and exceptionality: exceptional women and  

antagonism between early modern Italian cities 

2 p.m.  Panel Nine: Ethnicity, identity, and the ‘other’ 

 Chris Halsted 

University of Virginia 

The drunkenness of Beleknegini: gender and alterity in  

Thietmar’s Chronicon 

 Kauê J. Neckel 

UFRGS 

Re-reading ‘bord’: the discourse of ethnic ‘frontiers’ in early 

medieval  England  

 Kate Marlow 

Durham University 

Defining ethnicity through inclusion and exclusion in  

Anglo-Saxon England and medieval Iceland 

4 p.m.  Panel Ten: Life and death 

 Frances Long 

University of York 

Crossing borders: sleep and dying in the long eighteenth  

century  

 Madison Crow 

University of Nevada 

Stuck in Limbo: the burial of unbaptized fetuses and infants in 

medieval Italy 

 Rhiannon Snaith 

Durham University 

‘And if my death might make this island happy’: noble  

reputation in life and death in late medieval England 

 Emma Yeo 

Durham University 

Dancing with death: life in early modern St Oswald’s parish, 

Durham 

6 p.m.  Keynote answer videos released 

Wednesday 22nd July 
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Panel One: Man and beast 

Ashley Castelino 

Ashley Castelino has just completed an MPhil in Anglo-Saxon, Norse and Celtic at Cambridge, 

following a BA in English Literature and History at Durham. At the moment, his work focuses on 

representations of dogs in Old Norse society, but he is interested in medieval and human-animal 

studies in all forms.  

Charlotte Ross 

Charlotte Ross is a recent graduate of the University of Bristol and a forthcoming postgraduate 

student of medieval literature at the University of Oxford, where she will begin an MPhil in  

October 2020. Her research concerns the study of monstrosity and hybridity in early medieval 

literature.  

Giulia Gilmore, Durham University 

Giulia Gilmore is an MA by Research student in Medieval French Literature at Durham  

University. Her research focuses on the intersection between animal studies and eschatology in 

medieval literary texts. Her thesis explores medieval ideas around apocalypse and bodily  

continuity and how they are allegorised through animal and monstrous portrayals. 

Panel Two: Boundaries of knowledge 

Grace Murray 

Grace Murray recently finished her MA in Early Modern Studies at UCL, where her dissertation 

focussed on the image of the labyrinth in early modern mathematical books. In October 2020, she 

will be embarking on her PhD in English at the University of York, exploring imagined spaces in 

practical how-to manuals.  

Janka Kovács, Eötvös Loránd University  

Janka Kovács is a PhD student at the Institute of History of Eötvös Loránd University, Budapest. 

Her research focuses on the early history of Hungarian psychology and psychiatry in the late 

18th and early 19th centuries.  

Dr Elena Berger, Institute of World History, Russian Academy of Science  

Elena Berger, PhD, is a senior researcher at the Institute of World History, Moscow, Russia, and 

exhibition curator in Russian Medical museum. She is an author of essays, translations and  

readers on medical history, paying special attention to sixteenth-century medicine and surgery.  

Our delegates 
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Panel Three: Exploring gender 

Annie Humphrey, Trinity University 

Annie is a third-year PhD candidate and Irish Research Council Government of Ireland  

Postgraduate Studentship holder. Supervised by Professor Seán Duffy, their thesis examines the 

depiction of the Norse in Middle Irish semi-historical heroic texts. They hold a BA from Rutgers 

University and an MA from the University of Connecticut.  

Dr Jakov Đorđević, University of Belgrade  

Dr Đorđević is a research associate at the Art History Department at Faculty of Philosophy,  

University of Belgrade. After researching the dead and resurrected body in late Byzantine visual 

culture, he is currently working on representations of the body in the context of gender  

expression and sexuality.  

Rae Rivera, University of Iceland  

Raenelda Rivera holds a Masters degree in Medieval Icelandic Studies from Háskóli Íslands, 

where she wrote her thesis on gender performativity in Old Norse visual imagery. Her research 

continues to focus on the art historical understanding of gender role performance in the Old 

Norse visual corpus.  

Panel Four: The archaeology of the Anglo-Scottish border 

Aubrey Steingraber, University of York  

Aubrey Maria Steingraber is a field archaeologist with specialisms in medieval archaeology,  

historical archaeology and Pacific Northwest coastal archaeology. She is currently working  

toward her PhD in Archaeology at the University of York studying the relationships between 

border-making and landscape on the medieval Anglo-Scottish border.  

Carl Savage, University of York and National Museums Scotland 

Carl Savage is a second year PhD researcher focusing on medieval coinage in the Anglo-Scottish 

borders from 1136-1603. He specializes in Scottish and English coinage and has an interest in how 

borders can influence coin loss, use, and interaction.  
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Panel Five:  Faith and conflict 

Omer Merzic  

Omer Merzic is currently a MA student at Goldsmiths University of London, focusing his  

research on the history of South Eastern Europe through the ages.  

Burak Yazici, Central European University  

Burak Yazici is studying for a master’s degree in History at Central European University. His 

current research concerns the mystical transformation of the frontier myths in East Central  

Europe with a special focus on the metamorphoses of the Ottoman ghaza concept and Christian 

antemurale christianitatis in the late fifteenth-century.  

Gonçalo Matos Ramos, University of Lisbon  

Gonçalo Matos Ramos is in the final writing stages of his PhD thesis on the establishment of a 

frontier society between Christians and Muslims in late-medieval Western Maghrib. Formerly 

University of Lisbon merit grantee and ASMEA research grantee, he has presented talks in  

Portugal, Spain, France, UK, Italy, and USA.  

Panel Six: Mythmaking and the construction of identity 

Dr Nadia Mariana Consiglieri, Universidad de Buenos Aires  

Nadia Mariana Consiglieri holds a PhD in History and Theory of Arts from the Universidad de 

Buenos Aires and she is Docteure de l’Université de Recherche Paris Sciences et Lettres – PSL  

Research University, École Pratique des Hautes Études. She is a postdoctoral researcher at  

CONICET (Argentina) and studies dragons in Late Medieval Hispanic images.  

Charlie Steer-Stephenson, Durham University  

Charlie Steer-Stephenson is an MA History student at Durham University, and a Durham  

graduate. She is currently writing her dissertation under the supervision of Dr Helen Foxhall 

Forbes. Charlie is primarily interested in studying Norse culture and Scandinavian history within 

the broader context of medieval European intellectualism.  

Oleksii Rudenko, Jagiellonian University and the University of Glasgow  

Oleksii Rudenko is a postgraduate student studying early modern Central-Eastern European  

history at the Jagiellonian University in Kraków and University of Glasgow. His current research 

focuses on the classical tradition and representation of the royal power with consideration of the 

late medieval and early modern ethnogenetic myths in the region, which will form the core of his 

doctoral research at Central European University starting in September 2020. 
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Panel Seven: Text and paratext 

Polina Yaroslavtseva, University of Hamburg  

Polina Yaroslavtseva has received a Master Degree in History of Art from Moscow State  

University Lomonosov in Moscow (2011), and a Master Degree specialising on working with 

manuscripts from EPHE in Paris (2015). In September 2019 Polina has joined CSMC (Hamburg) 

and is currently working on her PhD project The Relationship between Illustration, Text and  

Commentary in the Hamburg Apocalypse.  

Dr Polly Duxfield, University of Birmingham 

Polly Duxfield studies crowdsourcing and is a digital editor of medieval texts in Castilian. She 

worked on Aengus Ward’s 2016 digital Estoria de Espanna and is the editor of the digital Crónica 

particular de San Fernando (2018). She works with the TranscribeEstoria team, crowdsourcing  

transcriptions of the Estoria de Espanna.  

Dr Giuditta Cirnigliaro, Roma Tre University  

Giuditta Cirnigliaro is a Postdoctoral Fellow at Roma Tre University, with a PhD in Italian  

Studies (Rutgers University, 2018), and degrees in the Humanities and Fine Arts from the  

University of Milan, Brera Academy, and Glasgow School of Arts. Her research focuses on  

word-and-image interrelations in Leonardo da Vinci’s work.  

Panel  Eight: Performing womanhood 

Savvas Mavromatidis, University of Cyprus  

Savvas Mavromatidis is a PhD student at the University of Cyprus [thesis: “The Funerary  

Sculpture on Lusignan Cyprus (1192-1474/89)”]. He studies social aspects of funerary art and 

culture in Frankish Cyprus. He has participated in conferences in Athens, Salonica and Geneva 

with papers related to social and economic issues of art in late medieval Flanders and Italy, and 

Typography.  

Kimberley Foy, Durham University  

Kimberley is a final-year PhD student in Durham University’s history department where she is 

completing a project entitled ‘Performing Englishness: Dress, Diplomacy and ‘National’ Identity, 

1558-1625’. Previously, she completed a masters thesis at Trinity College Dublin on the role of 

non-verbal languages in the wider culture of the Caroline court.  

Dr Maritina Leontsini, The National and Kapodistrian University of Athens  

Maria-Konstantina (Maritina) Leontsini was awarded her PhD in Early Modern European  

History at the NKUA, Greece, in May 2020. She holds an MA in Early Modern History from the 

University of Sheffield (2014). She received her BA in History from the Department of History 

and Archaeology, NKUA, Greece (2012).  
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Panel Nine: Ethnicity, identity, and the ‘other’ 

Chris Halsted, University of Virginia  

Chris Halsted is a PhD Candidate at the University of Virginia. He studies the tenth-century  

German-Slavic frontier, focusing especially on materiality and the construction of alterity. He has 

published in Viator and has a forthcoming article in Magic, Ritual, and Witchcraft.  

Kauê J. Neckel, Federal University of Rio Grande do Sul  

Kauê J. Neckel is a graduate student in History working on his masters at Federal University of 

Rio Grande do Sul (Brazil). He holds a research scholarship at CAPES. He is developing a  

dissertation about the dialogues of otherness in the formation of English People. His research  

interests include otherness, ethnicity, and Early Medieval England.  

Kate Marlow, Durham University  

Kate is a third year PhD student in the Department of History. Her thesis is on the formation of 

ethnic identity in Anglo-Saxon England and medieval Iceland, supervised by Helen Foxhall 

Forbes and Eleanor Barraclough. She has an MA from Durham and a BA in English from Trinity 

College, Dublin. 

Panel  Ten: Life and death 

Frances Long, University of York  

Frances Long is a third-year PhD student at the University of York’s Department of History and 

Centre for Eighteenth-Century Studies. Her research interests include the history of sleep,  

medicine and the body, childhood and the family.  

Madison Crow, University of Nevada  

Madison Crow recently graduated from Baylor University and she is now the University of  

Nevada’s M.A. Fellow in Medieval Environmental History. Her primary research interests  

include women, religion, and material culture in medieval Italy.  

Rhiannon Snaith, Durham University  

Rhiannon is a fourth year PhD student at the University of Durham. She received her  

undergraduate degree from the University of Aberystwyth and her Masters in Medieval History 

from Durham. Supervised by Professor Christian Liddy, her PhD explores the nature of noble 

reputation and its cultural and political significance in late medieval England 1377-1437.  

Emma Yeo, Durham University  

Emma is an MA Social and Economic History student at Durham University. Her dissertation 

uses a family reconstitution of St Oswald’s parish to explore communal experiences of crisis  

during the early modern period. She will start her PhD, looking at the seventeenth-century  

General Crisis in a regional context, in October.  

9 



 

 

Our keynote speakers 

Dr Emma Whipday, University of Newcastle 

Dr Emma Whipday is Lecturer in Renaissance Literature at Newcastle University, and is  

interested in the intersections between gender, power, and violence. Her first book Shakespeare's 

Domestic Tragedies (CUP, 2019), explores violent homes on the early modern stage, and she is  

currently working on her second book, a Leverhulme-funded examination of brother-sister  

relationships in early modern England. Emma regularly directs ‘practice as research’ productions 

of early modern plays, and is also a playwright; her plays include Shakespeare’s Sister (Samuel 

French, 2016) and The Defamation of Cicely Lee (winner of the American Shakespeare Center’s 2019 

‘Shakespeare’s New Contemporaries’ prize).  

Dr Anna Groundwater, National Museums Scotland 

Dr Anna Groundwater is a cultural historian of early modern Scotland, and Principal Curator of 

Renaissance and Early Modern History at National Museums Scotland. She previously taught for 

many years at the University of Edinburgh. Her publications include The Scottish Middle March, 

1573-1625: Power, Kinship, Allegiance (2010), a co-authored book, Ben Jonson’s Walk to  

Scotland (2014), a popular history book, Scotland Connected: a Timeline for Scottish  

History (2017), and articles on the Union of the Crowns, kinship, bonding, and bloodfeud.  

Research interests include Scottish material culture, networks, Anglo-Scottish relations and  

Scotland in Europe, public history, and cultural exchange.  

About Durham’s Medieval and Early Modern Student Association 

The Medieval and Early Modern Student Association (MEMSA) lies at the heart of postgraduate 

participation within the Institute of Medieval and Early Modern Studies (IMEMS). The primary 

aim of the group is to promote the sharing of ideas, questions, and challenges emerging from  

research into the Medieval and Early Modern periods, initiating and galvanising conversations 

across disciplines.  

 

About the Durham Institute of Medieval and Early Modern Studies 

IMEMS is one of the largest and most diverse concentrations of medieval and early modern  

studies in the world. A versatile ensemble of academics, curators, students, practitioners, and 

volunteers, they cover a comprehensive range of areas from Late Antiquity to the late eighteenth 

century, with a global range from the Silk Road to the Anglo-Saxon and Viking North. IMEMS 

promotes the global standing of Durham University’s research, and its museums and collections, 

by initiating, co-ordinating and supporting networks, programmes and projects, and lectures and 

workshops for both specialists and the wider public. As the academic hub for Durham’s 

UNESCO World Heritage Site, they champion a framework for rigorous research, impact, and 

dissemination, in order to strengthen the global understanding and appreciation of one of  

Europe’s great Palatinates.  
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