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Welcome  
 
Welcome to the Durham Residential Research Library Inaugural Conference. We are delighted 
you have chosen to join us in celebrating the launch of this important initiative at our conference 
on Libraries, Learning and Religious Identities. 

 

The Durham Residential Research Library is founded on a collaboration between the three historic 
collections of Durham – those held by Durham Cathedral, Ushaw College and Durham University, 
including Palace Green Library and the Oriental Museum. They include not only libraries and 
archives, including treasures such as the most complete surviving Benedictine library in the UK 
and the records of the British administration of the Sudan, but also collections of visual and 
material culture, and architectural assets. The aim of the Library is to enable and foster research 
across the full range of Durham’s remarkable collections, bringing researchers from around the 
world to the City and linking them to the University’s vibrant community of scholars.  

 

A scheme of visiting fellowships is being established to support research into these globally 
significant collections. The scheme has already helped attracted scholars from the United States, 
Canada, Italy, Hungary and Pakistan, as well as the UK. Their work has helped to reveal 
previously unknown treasures, including a rare, original royal charter from the first year of King 
John’s reign, which was identified by Dr Benjamin Pohl during his time as a Lendrum Visiting 
Fellow. 

 
I hope you enjoy the Conference and take the opportunity to visit some of Durham’s collections as 
part of the event. We are grateful for your support as we embark on an ambitious programme to 
establish the Durham Residential Research Library, as an international centre of excellence for the 
Arts and Humanities and the first university-based residential research library in the UK. 

 
 

Professor Stephen Taylor 

Director of the Durham Residential Research Library 
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Overview Programme 
 

Day 1: Tuesday 10 September 2019 
 

St Chad’s College, Durham, DH1 3RH 
 

13.00 Registration, with coffee available in the Moulsdale Hall 

13.30-13.45 Welcome Address, Professor Janet Stewart – Cassidy Quad 

13.45-15.15 

Session 1 – Cassidy Quad 
Chair: Stephen Taylor 

Bishop Cosin’s Library in 
its Theological and 
European Contexts 

 
 
 
 

Richard Maber 

John Cosin and Durham 
Cathedral Library 

 
 
 
 

 
David Pearson 

Loss and Gain: John Cosin 
and the Library at 

Peterhouse, Cambridge 
 
 
 
 

Scott Mandelbrote 

 

15.15-15.30 Break – Cassidy Quad 

15.30-17.00 

Session 2 – Williams Library 
Chair: Danielle Westerhof 

"For the Use & Benefit of 
Christian Society & of the 
Ministers that may be my 

Successors” – The Private 
Libraries of Two Northern 
Congregational Ministers 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Ed Potten 

“Benevolent Intentions”: 
Female Donors to 

Dissenting Academy 
Libraries in the Eighteenth 
and Nineteenth Centuries 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Rachel Eckersley 

 
The Formation, 

Arrangement, and Dispersal 
of a Major Nineteenth-

Century Wesleyan Methodist 
Book Collection: A 

Catalogue of Books and 
Manuscripts, presented to 
the Wesleyan Theological 

Institution, in the Year 
MDCCCLIX, by James 

Heald, Esq. [London, 1859] 
 

Isabel Rivers 
 

 

Session 3 – Cassidy Quad 
Chair: Sarah Gilbert 

Robert Grosseteste 
Science, Pastoral Care 

and the Classroom - 
Durham Cathedral MS 

A.III.12 
 

Giles Gasper 

Durham Priory Library’s 
13-14th Century Logical 

and Scientific Manuscripts 
 
 
 

Graziana Ciola 

The Role of English Scholars 
in Establishing the First 
Textbook of Aristotelian 

Natural Philosophy 
 
 

Sigbjørn Sønnesyn 

 

17.00- 17.30 Break – Moulsdale Hall 

Plenary 
Lecture 

 
17.30-18.30 

'Shining Light on Medieval Manuscripts' 
Andy Beeby 

Cassidy Quad 

18.30 Wine Reception – Moulsdale Hall 
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Day 2: Wednesday 11 September 2019 
 

Ushaw College, DH7 9RH 
 
 

For those who booked, coaches to Ushaw will be boarding at 08.05 at Durham Students Union, DH1 3AN, for a 08.15 departure.  
 

From 8.30 Coffee – Refectory  

09.00-10.30 

Session 4 – Meeting Room 1 
Chair: James Kelly 

“Ad Usum Bibliothecae Sancti Isidori 
de Urbe Fratrum Hibernorum”: 

Making and Naming Continental 
Libraries for Irish Franciscans, 1607-

c.1700 
 

John McCafferty 

Unlocking a Hidden Heritage: Opening 
up the Pre-1798 library of the 

Venerable English College, Rome 
 
 
 

Maurice Whitehead 

 

10.35-12.05 

Session 5 – Meeting Room 2 
Chair: Richard Gameson 

Bishop Hugh du Puiset and the 
Collecting of Books 

 
 

Dominic Marner 

Another New Look at some Durham 
Scribes and Books 1083 to 1128 

 
 

Michael Gullick 

Durham Cathedral Library, Hunter 
100 – An Exploration of its 

Collaborative Production Process 
 

Sarah Gilbert 

Session 6 – Presentation Room 
Chair: Sheila Hingley 

Using Network Analysis to Map the 
Life of Syon Abbey’s Libraries 

 
 

Julia King 

Parish Libraries and Confessional 
Identities: the Popular Experience of 

the English Reformation 
 

Jessica Purdy 

Hidden Perseverance: Catholic 
Libraries in Restoration England 

 
 

Chelsea Reutcke 
12.00-13.30      Lunch – Refectory                (Ushaw Library Tours available – please ask at the Information Point) 

13.30-15.00 

Session 7 – Meeting Room 1 
Chair: Giles Mandelbrote 

Science in Durham Cathedral 
Library’s Sixteenth-Century 

Collections 
 
 

Elizabeth Biggs 

The Founder’s Library of St Catharine’s 
College, Cambridge 

 
 
 

Collin Higgins 

‘Chimicus’, ‘mathematicus’, ‘sometime 
student of this Colledg’: Nathaniel 

Torporley and the Construction of the 
Sion College Library, 1629-1632 

 
Kevin Tracey 

15.05-16.35 

Session 8 – Presentation Room 
Chair: James Kelly 

The Ushaw College Manuscript 
Collections: the Catholic Experience 
of Anti-Recusancy Laws, 1600-1750 

 
Ellish Gregory 

European Religious Houses as the 
Provenance of Early Printed Books in 

Ushaw College Library 
 

Joan Williams 

Recreating Douai: Rev Thomas 
Wilkinson and Ushaw College Library 

 
 

Jonathan Bush 

16.30-17.00 Break - Refectory 

Plenary 
Lecture 

 
17.00-18.00 

"Look here so that you may pray fruitfully, with example”: Thomas Swalwell’s Marginalia on Prayer  
 

Anne Thayer 
 

Theatre 
For those who booked a place, return coaches to Durham will depart from the Main House entrance at 18.15
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Day 3: Thursday 12 September 2019 
 

Ushaw College, DH7 9RH 
 
 

For those who booked, coaches to Ushaw will be boarding at 08.05 at Durham Students Union, DH1 3AN, for an 08.15 departure.  
 

From 8.30 Coffee – Refectory 

09.00-10.30 

Session 9 – Presentation Room 
Chair: James Kelly 

‘Books which are necessary for 
them': Reconstructing the Welsh 
Jesuit Missionary Library of the 
College of St Francis Xavier, 

c.1600‒1679  
 

Hannah Thomas 

Secrecy, Persecution and the Search 
for Identity:  The Library of the Bar 

Convent in York, a Case Study 
 
 
 

Maureen Pickman 

 

Libraries in South German Monasteries 
during the Baroque and Enlightenment 

Periods 
 
 
 

Michael Schaich 
 

Session 10 - Meeting Room 1 
Chair: Judy Burg 

“This noble system of munificence”: 
Private and Public Identities in the 
Sharp Family Library at Bamburgh 

Castle, ca. 1760 to ca. 1860 
 

Danielle Westerhof 

John Sharp III (1723-1792) and his 
Three Favourite Libraries. 

 
 

 

Francoise Deconinck-Brossard 

These Three Things Remain: A Case 
Study on Pusey House Library 

 
 

 

Anna James  

10.35-12.05 

Session 11 – Meeting Room 2 
Chair: Anne Thayer 

Formation, Dissolution, 
Reformation, Revolution: The 

Intersections of the Durham Priory 
and Parker Libraries 

 

Anne McLaughlin 

Historical writing, the Priory Library and 
‘Reformed’ Monastic Identity in 

Fifteenth-Century Durham 
 
 

James Cronin 

The Printed Books of the last Durham 
Monks: Personal or Institutional 

Collections? 
 
 

Shelia Hingley 
Session 12 – Meeting Room 1 

Chair: Hannah Thomas 
Libraries and Religious Controversy  

in Early 19th Century Scotland  
 
 
 

John Crawford 

Literary Congregations:  
The Diocese of Brechin Library as an 

Expression of Scottish Episcopal 
Identity 

 
Mhairi Rutherford 

Libraries, Reading and Varieties of 
‘Protestantism’ in Ulster 

 
 
 

Robert Whan 
12.05-14.00 Lunch – Refectory                 (Ushaw Library Tours available – please ask at the Information Point) 

14.00-15.30 

Session 13 – Presentation Room 
Chair: John McCafferty 

Lambeth Palace Library and 
Bancroft’s Intentions as Expressed 

in his Will  
 

Giles Mandelbrote 

Books and their Readers in Early 
Modern Irish Cathedral Libraries  

 
 

Mark Empey 

 

Session 14 – Meeting Room 1 
Chair: James Kelly 

 Hidden Treasures: Unexpected 
Medieval Discoveries in Ushaw's 

Collections 
 

Leah Tether and Benjamin Pohl 

The Lisbon Collection at Ushaw 
College: Reflections of a Holland 

Fellow on its Contents and Research 
Potential 

 

Elizabeth Evenden-Kenyon 

Building and Rebuilding the Religious 
Community: English Nuns in Europe 

 
 

Elizabeth Goodwin 

15.35-17.05 

Session 15 – Meeting Room 2 
Chair: Shelia Hingley 

Myths, Manuscripts, and the Origins 
of the Post-Reformation Catholic 

Community 
 
 
 
 

Michael Questier 

Memory, History and Reality in the 
Rites of Durham 

 
 
 
 
 

Margaret Harvey 

How did the Seventeenth-Century 
Music Collections from Durham 

Cathedral’s Library Contribute towards 
Accusations that the Laudians were 

aiming to Reintroduce Popish 
Practices? 

 

Hannah Rodger 
17.00-17.30 Break – Refectory  

Plenary 
Lecture 

 

17.30-18.30 

The Orthodox and the Evangelical: John Leland and John Bale on the Post-Dissolution Library 
 

James Carley 
 

Theatre 
18.30-19.30 Concert organised by Barbara Ravelhofer – Theatre 

19.30 Blackfriars Conference Dinner - Refectory 
 

For those who booked a place, return coaches to Durham will depart from the Main House entrance at 22.00 
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Day 4: Friday 13 September 2019 
 

Durham Residential Research Library Collection Sessions 
 

 

Delegates who pre-booked a place at one or more of the collections sessions should report to the Information 
Desk during the Conference to collect their entry pass(es). Sessions will each last for approximately 40 
minutes. If you did not book a place at a session and would like to attend, please ask a member of staff. 
Please note that places are limited and subject to availability. Unfortunately, luggage cannot be 
accommodated within the libraries. 

10.30-11.30: Join us at St Chad’s College Cassidy Quad for coffee and cake. 

 

Further information about the DRRL Collection Sessions and venues can be found on the pages that follow. For 
sessions taking place in Palace Green Library, please wait in the main reception area to be collected.  

Tours of Ushaw College’s Big Library are available on Wednesday 11 and Thursday 12 September, over the lunch 
break. Please ask at the Information Desk for more information and to sign up.  
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The Books of Durham College  
 

Professor Richard Gameson 

History of the Book Gallery, Palace Green Library 
Friday 13 September 
 
One distinctive feature of Durham Cathedral Priory was its Oxford studium, Durham College; 
correspondingly, a distinctive aspect of the priory library was the traffic in books between Durham 
and Oxford. This session will focus on the sources for, and the nature of, the volumes in question, 
considering what they reveal about the book culture both of Durham College and of the mother 
house. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 DCL B.IV.46, fol. 34r. 
 Image © Chapter of Durham Cathedral 
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Durham Cathedral’s Refectory Library 
 

Sarah-Jane Raymond, Assistant Librarian, Durham Cathedral Library 

Refectory Library, Durham Cathedral (meet outside the entrance to Open Treasure)  
Friday 13 September 
 
As well as being the most complete in-situ medieval monastic library in the UK, Durham Cathedral 
Library also holds an impressive collection of early printed books, manuscript and printed music, 
and manuscript antiquary collections – housed in the beautiful former monastic Refectory. 

Around 30,000 titles, across 11,000 volumes, make up the Refectory Library collections. These 
include not only the bibles, psalters and prayer books that one may expect from a Cathedral 
Library, but also books on mathematics, astronomy, medicine, law, natural history, philosophy, art, 
cartography, music, literature – and even cookery. The room was repurposed as a library in the 
late 17th century by former Dean John Sudbury, who invested his own money into the venture, 
and still retains all of its original furniture – as well as two monastic tables and benches. 

Around eighty of the printed books (alongside three hundred of the medieval manuscripts) in the 
Cathedral Library’s collection have been part of the library here since before the Dissolution of the 
Priory in 1539, and were owned, inscribed and annotated by members of the monastic community. 
The provenance of these volumes – and their continuity of ownership – has ensured that they 
have played an important part in the life of Durham Cathedral over many centuries.  

This session not only offers a chance to view some of the more famous and celebrated of the early 
printed books in Durham Cathedral Library, but also a chance to visit the Refectory itself, usually 
not open to visitors. 

www.durhamcathedral.co.uk/heritage/cathedral-library  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Image © Chapter of Durham Cathedral

http://www.durhamcathedral.co.uk/heritage/cathedral-library
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Bishop Cosin’s Library 
 

Professor Richard Maber 

Learning Centre, Palace Green Library 
Friday 13 September 
 
Founded in 1669 by John Cosin (1595-1672), Bishop of Durham, as an endowed public library for 
local clergy and people of scholarly interests within the Diocese of Durham (which included 
Northumberland until 1882), and still housed in its original specially erected building, the Library is 
predominantly Cosin's personal collection, but also includes gifts from other benefactors. Today it 
is still a public library, of which since 1937 the University has been the statutory Trustee. 

The medieval manuscripts include theological, liturgical, legal, literary, historical, medical, 
scientific, and culinary texts, and some on political theory. The printed stock contains over 5,000 
titles, including 9 incunabula, over 600 foreign 16th century titles (including notable French 
material), 541 STC and 841 Wing items. A notable treasure is a 1619 Book of Common Prayer, 
annotated with Cosin's proposals for the 1662 revision. 

Professor Maber will offer an introduction to these collections, showing some of the most 
interesting and significant items. Regrettably, the Library itself is closed for restoration and cannot 
be visited. 
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Durham Priory Library Recreated  
 
Dr Richard Higgins, Project Manager and Systems and Digitisation Manager 
 
Wolfson Gallery, Palace Green Library  
Friday 13 September  
 
Durham possesses the finest collection of medieval manuscripts of any English cathedral. Durham 
University, in partnership with Durham Cathedral, is engaged in an ambitious project to digitise 
Durham Priory Library - the books owned and used by the Benedictine monastery of Durham and 
its dependent cells. 
 
The project’s principal aims are to: 

• re-unite the whole collection online, providing scholars with a unique opportunity to explore 
the concept of the medieval library and the life of a Benedictine priory, and enabling them to 
unlock significant research potential that could lead to notable publications, conferences 
and exhibitions 

• benefit the manuscripts and books themselves through expert conservation and reduced 
handling, so preserving them for future generations 

• provide digital material to support education and outreach work at partner institutions 
• contribute to the cultural heritage and economy of the North East, and raise the profile of 

Durham’s UNESCO World Heritage Site. 
 

Delegates will be given a unique insight into the Project and the Project website in this session 
delivered by the Project Manager, Dr Richard Higgins.  
 
www.durhampriory.ac.uk 
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Paper Abstracts 
 

Day 1: Tuesday 10 September 2019 
 

Session 1 
Chair: Stephen Taylor (Durham) 
 
13.45-15.15 
Cassidy Quad 

Bishop Cosin’s Library in its Theological and European Contexts 
Richard Maber (Durham) 
 
Bishop Cosin’s Library effectively consists of three distinct collections. The first, formed when Cosin was a rising star 
of Laudian Anglicanism, contains numerous works of continental Catholicism, often sympathetically annotated, and 
clearly used to support Cosin’s opposition to the strong Calvinist current in the English church. The second collection, 
formed during Cosin’s Interregnum exile in France, is a complete surprise.  Against his expectations, Cosin found the 
Catholic priests at the royal court deeply unsympathetic; whereas he formed exceptionally warm personal relations 
with the senior Protestant ministers at Charenton, despite their being mainly unequivocal Calvinists. His library reflects 
this, with its unique strength in contemporary Huguenot writings; and Cosin’s French friends continued to send him 
their publications after the Restoration as he built his third and final library, when he exercised a major influence on 
the redefining of Restoration Anglicanism.  The evolution of his principles is shown with startling clarity through the 
parallel evolution of his library. I propose to study the theological and European contexts of Cosin’s Library with 
particular reference to two other great collecs formed by Anglican churchmen in exile, comparable in some ways yet 
radically distinct: those of George Morley in Winchester, and Michael Honeywood in Lincoln. 
 

John Cosin and Durham Cathedral Library 
David Pearson (Independent Scholar) 
 
When we think of Cosin, and libraries, we think most immediately about the endowed library which he built on Palace 
Green in the 1660s, for ongoing diocesan use, based on his own personal library as it then stood. But his name is also 
closely associated with Durham Cathedral Library, whose rebirth in the late 1620s is often attributed to his initiative. 
We might expect him to have been a major benefactor (in the way that other Restoration bishops like Compton, 
Morley and Ward left books to their cathedrals), but Cosin’s munificence was directed elsewhere, into his own Library, 
and he only gave about 70 books to the Cathedral – 50 in the 1630s, and 20 in the 1660s. Starting from those books, 
this paper will think about what he gave and why, which will give opportunities to consider also the broader themes of 
this conference around the purpose and use of libraries in the seventeenth century, how they developed, and what 
their role was in influencing the religious and political thinking which shaped national life. 
 
 
Loss and Gain: John Cosin and the Library at Peterhouse, Cambridge 
Scott Mandelbrote (Cambridge) 
 
This paper will explore the relationship between John Cosin and the library at Peterhouse from the mid-1630s, when 
Cosin became Master of the College, until the early 1670s, when he died. It will discuss Cosin’s role as a library 
builder within the Collegiate setting, describe the fate of his own books in the 1640s, and think about the place of 
Peterhouse in Cosin’s plans after the Restoration. It will analyse the relationship between personal and institutional 
collecting and think about the reasoning behind the distribution of Cosin’s books post mortem. In the process, it will 
draw attention to the recent re-cataloguing of Cosin’s books at Peterhouse and to ongoing work to edit the inventory of 
his library made in 1644.  



Tuesday 10 September 2019 
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Session 2 
Chair: Danielle Westerhof (Durham) 
 
15.30-17.00 
Williams Library 

"For the Use & Benefit of Christian Society & of the Ministers that may be my Successors” – The Private 
Libraries of Two Northern Congregational Ministers 
Ed Potten (Independent Scholar)  
 
Robert Kelsall (1697-1772) and William Whitaker (1695-1776) were direct contemporaries. Both were Congregational 
ministers in northern towns, Kelsall at Bradwell and Hucklow, 1731-1772, Whitaker at the Old Meeting, Scarborough, 
1726-1773. Both amassed private libraries to assist them in their ministry and both were avid annotators of their 
books. After their deaths, their libraries moved into institutional ownership, Whitaker’s in its entirety by direct bequest 
to his place of worship, Kelsall’s in fragmentary form through private hands, ultimately donated to Lancashire 
Independent College in 1843 by the Ashton family.  
We might expect these two private libraries to overlap in content, but they do not. This paper will introduce their 
owners, will explore the ways those owners acquired and used their books, and will attempt to chart the complex 
interlocking worlds which shape private book collections, in this case the influences of ministry, of benevolence, and of 
the very different faces of the book trade in rural Derbyshire and urban Scarborough. In so doing, it will offer some 
insights into why these two libraries are not more alike, and will conclude with a discussion of some of the 
methodological problems we face when trying to compare and contrast private libraries of any type and age. 
 

“Benevolent intentions”: Female Donors to Dissenting Academy Libraries in the Eighteenth and Nineteenth 
Centuries’ 
Rachel Eckersley (Queen Mary) 
 
During the late eighteenth and nineteenth centuries dissenting academies in the North of England grew significantly, 
supported, although not necessarily secured, by a combination of annual subscriptions, congregational collections, 
and donations of money and books. The transmission of private books into institutional hands, in this case from 
dissenting communities into academy libraries, was critical to ensuring the quality of the education offered to male lay 
and ministerial students. Interestingly, many women were subscribers and donors to these academies, indeed the 
generosity of two women, Miss Sarah Balme (c.1766-1828) and her sister, Mrs Mary Bacon (c.1770-1853), was key to 
one particular academy's survival, namely Airedale Independent College, Bradford.  
This paper offers a preliminary survey of female former owners and donors of books to academies established for 
Independents or Congregationalists in Lancashire and Yorkshire, specifically at Blackburn, Manchester, Rotherham 
and Bradford, and examines the reasons for their benefaction. 
 
 
The Formation, Arrangement, and Dispersal of a Major Nineteenth-Century Wesleyan Methodist Book 
Collection: A Catalogue of Books and Manuscripts, Presented to the Wesleyan Theological Institution, in the 
Year MDCCCLIX, by James Heald, Esq. [London, 1859] 
Isabel Rivers (Queen Mary) 
 
In 1859 Thomas Jackson (1783-1873), Wesleyan Methodist minister, editor, and writer, sold his collection of 7,510 
books to the Methodist philanthropist James Heald of Parrs Wood, near Manchester. In turn Heald donated the 
collection to the Wesleyan Theological Institution at Richmond, Surrey, where Jackson had taught for many years. 
Jackson probably compiled the published catalogue, of which three copies are extant in UK libraries. In 1878, five 
years after Jackson’s death, a new manuscript catalogue in four volumes was made, incorporating the Jackson 
catalogue and other books; it also contains a list of ‘General Arrangements of the Books in the several Compartments 
into which the Library is divided,’ showing not only how the books were categorised (as the Jackson catalogue does, 
but with some differences) but also how they were arranged on the shelves. In 1972 Richmond College was sold by 
the Methodist Church. Some of Jackson’s books, described in 1860 as ‘the completest collection of Protestant 
Theological Literature in the Connexion’, went to the John Rylands Library, but the location of about two-thirds is 
unknown. This paper will explore the contents of the catalogue, the rationale of the arrangement, and what is known of 
the subsequent history of the books. 
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Session 3 
Chair: Sarah Gilbert (Durham) 
 
15.30-17.00 
Cassidy Quad 
 

Robert Grosseteste Science, Pastoral Care and the Classroom - Durham Cathedral MS A.III.12 
Giles Gasper (Durham) 
 
The paper will focus on A.III.12, a composite, and intriguing manuscript from the Priory Library (and part of the 
digitisation project). It includes Robert Grosseteste's commentary on the first 64 psalms, as well as sermons and other 
shorter works, as well other philosophical treatises. When the manuscript arrived in Durham, how, and why are 
questions with no certain answers, but very interesting explorations. Parts of the manuscript indicate a close 
connection between the Psalms Commentary and Grosseteste's teaching, perhaps in Oxford, of the mid 1220s.  
 
 

Durham Priory Library’s 13-14th Century Logical and Scientific Manuscripts 
Graziana Ciola (Durham)  
 
There is no intellectual history without the history of the books. After becoming Bishop of Durham in 1333, Richard de 
Bury revived the Priory Library and laid out regulations for the library at the recently founded Durham College in 
Oxford. But even more importantly, de Bury collected around himself a number of the major thinkers of his time – 
including Walter Burley, Thomas Bradwardine, John Maudit, Richard Kilvington, and Robert Holcot – who were in 
residency in Durham for a few years. Given the impact that each of these thinkers had on the development of 
philosophy and science in the late middle ages and beyond, it is a historiographically and philosophically relevant 
pursuit to take a closer look at the texts to which they had access during their time in de Bury’s Circle.Therefore, in 
this talk I will offer an overview of the 13th and 14th century logical and scientific manuscripts from Durham Priory 
Library, as well as a detailed analysis of ms. Durham Cathedral C.IV.16, containing Aristotles’ Organon (ff. 1-166) 
along with Averroes’ Commentary on the Physics (ff. 167-304). 
 
 

The Role of English Scholars in Establishing the First Textbook of Aristotelian Natural Philosophy 
Sigbjørn Sønnesyn (Durham)
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Plenary Lecture 
 
 
Tuesday 10 September 2019 
 
17.30-18.30 
Cassidy Quad 
 
 

Religion, Cultural Identity, Study and Manuscript Collecting: The Role of the Private Book Collector 
and the Early Book Trade in the Preservation of the Manuscripts of the Medieval Libraries of Britain 
and Europe, a Comparative Examination 
 
Timothy Bolton (Bloomsbury Auctions) 
 
Following the English Reformation in the sixteenth century and the Secularisation on the Continent after the 
Napoleonic invasions of the late eighteenth century, vast numbers of medieval manuscripts then extant in monastic 
and other ecclesiastical libraries were spilt onto the open market and dispersed to private collectors as well as the 
early book trade. A comparison of these bibliographic events reveals common elements as well as crucial differences 
between these processes, which affected the ongoing use of such books for religious and cultural identity, learning 
and study, and ultimately their survival to today. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please join us after the lecture for a Wine Reception in the Moulsdale Hall  
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About Ushaw College 
 

The Ushaw College site constitutes the largest and most significant assemblage of buildings, archives, 
books, art-works, and other artefacts related to the history of Catholicism in the North of England. It is 
especially rich for the two centuries since the French Revolution. Its library, archives and museum 
collections include a wealth of material bearing on the wider history of religion in the country at large, and in 
mainland Europe, stretching back to the Middle Ages. This material includes many rare books, 
manuscripts, vestments and gold and silver vessels and other objects. 

 

The Ushaw College Library Complex is home to very extensive collections, manuscript and printed, for 
recusant studies and the history of 18th-19th century Catholicism in England, especially in the North. It 
contains over 40,000 printed titles, the great majority pre-1851, including much rare pamphlet literature, 
dating from 16th-19th centuries. Ushaw's archives are extensive and include material relating to the English 
College at Douai, from which it descends. The Ushaw library is therefore unquestionably the most 
important Catholic library in Britain. But its interest for scholars is much more broad than this. In addition, it 
contains the largest collection of early printed books surviving from any medieval monastic library in Britain, 
many of them with contemporary annotations, as well as rare and in many cases unique material bearing 
on the history of science, travel, languages, literature and European and extra-European history and 
culture. 

 

Please ask about Ushaw Library tours at the Information Desk. Tours are available free of 
charge on Wednesday 11 and Thursday 12 September 
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Day 2: Wednesday 11 September 2019 
 

Session 4 
Chair: James Kelly (Durham) 
 
09.00-10.30 
Meeting Room 1 
 

“Ad usum bibliothecae Sancti Isidori de Urbe fratrum Hibernorum”: Making and Naming Continental Libraries 
for Irish Franciscans, 1607-c.1700 
John McCafferty (UCD) 
 
Irish Franciscan Observants founded three major houses of formation and study during the seventeenth century - 
Louvain (1607), Rome (1625), Prague (1629).  Of these only the pre-1700 books in St. Isidore’s College Rome are still 
extant in the their place of collection.  Using surviving contemporary documentation and modern investigation of 
ownership marks, it is possible to reconstruct the holdings at Louvain and Prague.  This paper will mostly focus on the 
Roman house at which the library served as a resource for major intellectual projects for the global Franciscan order 
as well as a training ground for academics and missionaries for Ireland.  Comparisons will be made with the other two 
colleges and their distinct scholarly and pastoral concerns both in Irish and counter-reformation terms.  Particular 
attention will be paid to these Observant libraries as material sites making statements about exile erudition and post-
ethnic Irish Catholic identity. 
 

Unlocking a Hidden Heritage: opening up the pre-1798 Library of the Venerable English College, Rome 
Maurice Whitehead (Rome) 
 
The Venerable English College in Rome is the oldest British institution outside the United Kingdom. Opened in 1362 
on its present site, in the heart of the centro storico, as a hospice or hostel for English and Welsh pilgrims to Rome, 
the institution was expanded in 1579: thereafter, it accommodated a newly created seminary for the education of 
future Catholic clergy for England and Wales at a time when such provision was impossible at home. Today, the 
seminary, known for the past 440 years as the Venerable English College, continues to fulfil the role it began in 1579. 
While early printed books surviving from the library of the English Hospice have received some scholarly attention, 
little or no attention has hitherto been paid to those books surviving from the library of the Venerable English College 
from 1579 down to the sequestration of the College in 1798, following the French occupation of Rome.In this paper, 
Maurice Whitehead outlines the historical importance and cultural significance of the surviving pre-1798 College 
library collection, which has lain locked up and largely inaccessible for some six decades, and which, funds permitting, 
is soon to be the subject of a significant conservation project. 
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Session 5 
Chair: Richard Gameson (Durham) 
 
10.35-12.05 
Meeting Room 2 
 

Bishop Hugh du Puiset and the Collecting of Books 
Dominic Marner (Guelph) 
 
This paper will explore and investigate the books given by Bishop Hugh du Puiset (1153-1195) to the monastic 
community at Duham.  I will consider the following questions: i) what books did bishop Puiset acquire or commission? 
ii) are there extant books that can be firmly demonstrated to be from Puiset’s collection? iii) what do these books tell 
us about Hugh du Puiset’s aesthetic tastes and intellectual interests?  Hugh du Puiset's great wealth not only allowed 
him to build splendid buildings like the Galilee Chapel, or display his episcopal power through his spectacular 
vestments, but it enabled him to acquire a great many books, some unexceptional, some grand, some idiosyncratic.  It 
is in understanding Puiset as a collector of books, of thoughts and ideas, that the historian can gain a glimpse into, not 
simply his aesthetic tastes, but his intellectual curiosity.  
 

Another New Look at Some Durham Scribes and Books 1083 to 1128 
Michael Gullick (Stevenage) 
 
The paper will examine the careers of some of the scribes who worked for the cathedral priory of Durham, for its 
bishops, or both. The places that were significant in the lives of these scribes include Bayeux, Evesham, Ghent and 
Verdun.  
 

Durham Cathedral Library, Hunter 100 – An Exploration of its Collaborative Production Process 
Sarah Gilbert (Durham) 
 
In the decades following the Benedictine refoundation of Durham Priory at the end of the eleventh-century, the 
community of Saint Cuthbert augmented their manuscript collection through the donations of William of Saint-Calais 
and through their own endeavours. Upon close examination, many of the manuscripts that were planned and created 
in Anglo-Norman Durham preserve evidence of their production processes. This paper will present some of the 
surviving examples of scribal teamwork and co-ordination at Durham Priory, and will attempt to understand the 
production processes that lead to the creation of some of Durham’s most beautiful and complex manuscripts, and in 
particular the manuscript now known as ‘Hunter 100’.  
Durham Cathedral Library Hunter 100 was produced in the Durham scriptorium in the early twelfth-century and it 
preserves the work of several Durham scribes and artists. Hunter 100 displays a number of features that indicate that 
the eventual form of this manuscript was decided upon early in its production process and this paper will explore the 
palaeographical and codicological features that can be used to reconstruct the intentions of the Durham scribes as 
they worked toward completing this manuscript. 
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Session 6 
Chair: Sheila Hingley (Durham) 
 
10.35-12.05 
Presentation Room 
 

Using Network Analysis to Map the Life of Syon Abbey’s Libraries 
Julia King (Bergen) 
 
In this paper I will discuss the implications of applying digital methodologies, particularly network mapping and 
analysis, to bibliographic research. Using Syon Abbey’s libraries as a case study, this work will address issues of 
reconciling database construction and data management with the ambiguity of data found in medieval manuscripts 
and early printed books, while illustrating the benefits of using computational methods to extend the limits of extant 
research on Syon and its libraries. What are the tensions inherent in adapting digital tools, particularly those that were 
not designed specifically for humanities study, to the study of libraries? The double libraries of Syon Abbey are 
particularly well-suited to digital research techniques like network analysis and mapping: they were built up through 
patronage rather than production; their benefactors were active in the literary networks of fifteenth century England; 
and, perhaps most importantly, the extant primary and secondary source material available is plentiful. The high 
density of scholarship and large amount of extant data allows humanists to take on one of the challenges of digital 
scholarship: how do we extend scholarship on Syon Abbey’s libraries beyond what would be possible using traditional 
research methods? 
 

Parish Libraries and Confessional Identities: the Popular Experience of the English Reformation 
Jessica Purdy (Manchester Metropolitan) 
 
This paper will demonstrate the importance of parish libraries in the process of the English Reformation. Between 
1558 and 1709, there were 165 parish libraries established throughout England, the scope and extent of which will be 
displayed through various maps.A much-understudied resource, parish libraries provide a tool through which to 
explore the reading practices of the middling sorts of people and their experience of the Protestant Reformation in 
England. They are particularly significant in terms of their contents, including Continental books that raise interesting 
questions about the international book trade, and the ways in which they were used by their readers. By selecting one 
parish library, that of Gorton in Manchester, this paper will use marginalia and other readership marks still extant in 
books to analyse what kinds of books were being read by the library’s users and how the middling sorts of people 
understood their books. The effect of these books on the confessional identities of those who read them will also be 
assessed.This paper will conclude by examining how the creation of these libraries changed over time. The foundation 
of parish libraries evolved from charitable benefactions to become an important element of episcopal visitations 
concerned with lay education. 
 

Hidden Perseverance: Catholic libraries in Restoration England 
Chelsea Reutcke (St Andrews) 
 
Between 1678 and 1679, when England was engulfed in panic over the Popish Plot, two Jesuit libraries were 
‘discovered’ accompanied by the seizure of Catholic books from homes across London. With this, fearmongers’ 
proclamations of increasing and entrenched popery seemed further realized. This paper will look at how Catholic 
libraries in England during the Restoration show an active and engaged religious minority with sophisticated networks 
for acquiring and preserving books. Indeed, taking a note from contemporaries, we should look at these seizures as 
evidence of just how persistent Catholic collecting of books had been in the Restoration. These libraries often suited 
different ends: the catalogue of the antiquarian Edward Sherburne is quite different from that of the Jesuit College in 
Holbeck, though both identify the owners as Catholic. Moreover, recusant family library catalogues from the early 
eighteenth century, including that of the Stockelds, hint that English Catholics’ ability to acquire books continued 
throughout the periods of intense persecution. Furthermore, tracing imprint information, many of the books from these 
catalogues can be traced to illicit Catholic printing in London. In this way, Catholic libraries were both symbols of and 
central to the networks and perseverance of Catholic culture in England.  



Wednesday 11 September 2019 
 

23 
 

Session 7 
Chair: Giles Mandelbrote (Lambeth Palace Library) 
 
13.30-15.00 
Meeting Room 1 
 

Science in Durham Cathedral Library’s Sixteenth-Century Collections 
Elizabeth Biggs (Durham) 
 
The monks of Durham Priory had a long-standing interest in science and astronomy, which was reflected in their 
manuscript collections and which has been the subject of some scholarship, particularly by Giles Gasper. The 
scientific collections in the priory library are particularly rich, both in manuscript and printed materials. The context of 
the monks’ continuing interest in science during the sixteenth century, which they shared with their bishop from 1522 
to 1559, has not yet been particularly examined. In 1544 Bishop Cuthbert Tunstall gave to his cathedral community 
four new editions of scientific books to join the rich collections that had been built up by the monks themselves, and 
which were still in use. This paper will look at Durham’s monks as avid consumers of the latest discoveries as well as 
reprints of scientific books in the sixteenth century. It will examine what they owned, their interests within their 
collections, and how they fitted into wider trends within scientific scholarship to suggest what this might mean for our 
understandings of scientific knowledge in this period.  
 

The Founder’s Library of St Catharine’s College, Cambridge 
Collin Higgins (Cambridge) 
 
Robert Woodlark founded St Catharine’s College, Cambridge, in 1473. It was a peculiar accomplishment. Woodlark, 
Provost of nearby King’s, had arranged for that College’s admission to the University, of which had served as 
Chancellor. He enjoyed the support of the monarch in the building of the great Chapel. While he could not compel the 
Fellows at King’s adapt to his intellectual standards, the influence of his Provostship was widely felt. 
Yet as early as 1459 Woodlark began planning the creation of a new College. With only three Fellows, and no 
students, Kateryn Hall was established to further the study of philosophy and divinity, the only faculties in which the 
Fellows were permitted to take higher degrees. They were forbidden to join religious orders or accept ecclesiastical 
benefices, take commissions for special prayers, or amass property. Their studies were strictly limited. 
An autocratic corporation, or an ideal research institution, with members free from the pressures of teaching, career 
advancement, and pecuniary affairs? Very much the latter, judging by the manuscripts donated by the founder for use 
in the College Library and Chapel. My paper will compare this library to contemporary Cambridge collections, and 
speculate on the use, and purpose, of individual theological and political texts. 
 

 ‘Chimicus’, ‘mathematicus’, ‘sometime student of this Colledg’: Nathaniel Torporley and the Construction of 
the Sion College Library, 1629-1632 
Kevin Tracey (The Feinstein Institute for Medical Research)  
 
Apocryphally established by chance as the Anglican institution of Sion College was instituted in 1632, the Sion 
College Library was from its beginnings reliant on the benefaction of its wider confessional community. Its first 
librarians, John Simson and John Spencer, sought both financial and literary donations in order to swell the library’s 
holdings, appealing to the nascent College’s users to aid to the construction and growth of a collection suitable to the 
needs of its users. 
Among the earliest benefactors of the Sion College Library was the clergyman, mathematician and astrologer 
Nathaniel Torporley (1564-1632). A friend of Thomas Harriot and a member of the circle of the ‘Wizard Earl’ Henry 
Percy; amanuensis to the famed French algebraist François Viète; and a published author in his own right, Torporley 
donated the entirety of his personal library of printed and manuscript works to the College upon his death. This paper 
offers a reconstruction of that library as a means by which we may consider the clergyman’s intellectual practices - 
whether as a cleric, as a mathematician, or as an editor of other’s texts - before considering the construction of 
individual and institutional early modern identities through the practice of collecting.  
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Session 8 
Chair: James Kelly (Durham) 
 
15.05-16.35 
Presentation Room  
 

The Ushaw College Manuscript Collections: the Catholic Experience of Anti-Recusancy Laws, 1600-1750 
Eilish Gregory (Independent Scholar) 
 
Ushaw College Library contains substantial material on early modern Catholicism. The Ushaw College Manuscripts 
Collection, compiled by Thomas Eyre to create a sequel to Dodd’s Church History of England, particularly holds a 
diverse range of political and religious papers relating to Catholic matters at the height of Catholic persecution from 
the mid-sixteenth century to the Enlightenment. Although the collection is geared towards emphasising Catholic 
suffering, the papers reveal how Catholics manoeuvred through anti-Catholic penal laws across these turbulent 
centuries, and the methods they used to protect themselves by utilising wider political connections at home and 
abroad. 
This paper will scrutinise what the Ushaw Manuscripts Collection teaches us about the experiences of early modern 
Catholics. The paper will reveal how British Catholics remained informed about religious and political affairs, and why 
these papers matter when analysing Catholic encounters of anti-recusancy laws. UC/M2/1-28 provides insight into 
how Edward Blount and others attempted to persuade politicians and the Imperial Ambassador to help Catholics in the 
aftermath of the Jacobite Rebellion in 1715. This paper will therefore establish that Catholics were at the forefront of 
negotiations to aid the English Catholic community, and will establish how they utilised wider political connections 
domestically and internationally 
 

European Religious Houses as the Provenance of Early Printed Books in Ushaw College Library 
Joan Williams (Durham) 
 
The suppression of religious houses throughout large parts of Europe from the late 18th into the early 19th centuries 
involved the loss of many libraries, including that of the English College at Douai. But not all the books from such 
libraries were destroyed, and many found their way into the open market, providing a valuable source of material for 
Thomas Wilkinson in his attempt to recreate the Douai library at Ushaw. Identifying the original provenance of such 
books from their ownership inscriptions has provided one of the major challenges and rewards for the cataloguers 
currently working on the collections at Ushaw. Many of the religious houses have been lost forever, leaving very little 
trace, but their books which survive at Ushaw testify to the remarkable breadth and depth of religious life and learning 
throughout Europe up to the end of the 18th century. I will attempt to provide evidence for this through examples from 
the Ushaw collections, as well as demonstrating the difficulties involved in making identifications from the often 
abbreviated and barely legible Latin inscriptions. 
 

Recreating Douai: Rev Thomas Wilkinson and Ushaw College Library 
Johnathan Bush (Durham) 
 
The library at Ushaw College houses an internationally significant collection of early printed books on religious and 
secular subjects. Its first librarian and main benefactor was Rev Thomas Wilkinson (1762-1857), one of the last priests 
ordained at the English College in Douai and who envisaged building up a comprehensive library based around 
Douai’s emphasis on educating both lay and religious students in the sacred and secular. This paper seeks to 
examine the influence of this philosophy on Wilkinson’s own collecting policy for the library, in so far as it was shaped 
not only by his own early experiences in a continental exile community but also how these experiences played a 
significant role in the continuation of the ‘Douai tradition’ at Ushaw College, particularly after 1839 when Catholic 
students were being sent to the newly-established University of London to take degrees. In doing so, it will 
demonstrate the continued importance of the transnational exchange of ideas between the Catholic communities 
abroad and the English Catholic Church and how such influences continued to shape Catholic intellectual life long into 
the nineteenth century.
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Plenary Lecture 
 

Wednesday 11 September 
 
17.00-18.00 
Theatre 
 

"Look here so that you may pray fruitfully, with example”: Thomas Swalwell’s Marginalia on Prayer  
 

Anne Thayer (Lancaster Theological Seminary) 
 
Thomas Swalwell, monk of Durham (d. 1539), had remarkable access to books, both those in the Priory Library and 
those he purchased for his own (and shared) use. Eager with his pen, he left behind copious notes in their margins 
which enable us to see what he found most engaging or helpful. This lecture will examine Swalwell’s notes on prayer, 
a pervasive theme in his marginalia and one central to monastic identity and service. Some of his notes seem likely to 
indicate teaching for a lay audience; here the Lord’s Prayer comes to the fore. Other notes are focused on monastic 
practice, such as how to pray in choir. A third group, which indeed inspires the others, highlights the personal 
attributes and intentions that should characterize devout prayer. Many of these are instances of direct address in 
books of his own purchasing; he seems to be schooling himself, and perhaps his monastic brothers, in piety. The 
lecture will close with Swalwell’s notes on hearing God’s promises and drawing near to God in times of tribulation. 
Some of these were written in the last years of his life, perhaps providing a window into his personal prayer life as the 
dissolution of the monasteries loomed large. 
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Day 3: Thursday 12 September 2019 
 

Session 9 
Chair: James Kelly (Durham) 
 
09.00-10.30 
Presentation Room  
 

‘Books which are necessary for them’: Reconstructing the Welsh Jesuit Missionary Library of the College of 
St Francis Xavier, c.1600‒1679  
Hannah Thomas (York) 
 
This paper will analyse and evaluate the surviving volumes from the Cwm Jesuit Library, seized and brought to 
Hereford Cathedral by Bishop Herbert Croft in 1679 at the height of the national hysteria attending the alleged Popish 
Plot. Located originally at the Cwm, on the Herefordshire-Monmouthshire border, the headquarters of the Jesuit 
College of St. Francis Xavier (a territorial missionary district rather than an educational establishment), the library lay 
at the heart of the seventeenth-century Welsh Jesuit mission. Unanalysed since 1679, the Cwm collection is the 
largest known surviving post-Reformation Jesuit missionary library in Britain and, as such, reveals a great deal about 
post-Reformation life in Wales and the English borderlands. 
 

Secrecy, Persecution and the Search for Identity:  The Library of the Bar Convent in York, a Case Study 
Maureen Pickman (York) 
 
Founded in secret in 1686, ‘hidden in plain sight’ outside of the city walls in York, the Bar Convent has continued as a 
living institution to this day.  
Education has always held a central role for the community, but alongside their mission to educate young Catholic 
girls, the community also fought to establish their identity as the female arm of the Society of Jesus. 
Rejected by the Jesuits, forbidden to acknowledge Mary Ward as their foundress, the community never lost sight of 
their aim to be aligned to the Jesuit Order; an aim which was finally realised in 2004.  
This paper will consider the evidence of the community’s quest for identity by examining the texts in the hitherto 
unstudied antique library, now housed within the heart of the building. It is here that we can see the books that the 
community gathered over the centuries. Because of the need for secrecy when the convent was founded, there is little 
direct archival evidence of the origin of the books that form the collection.  However, a careful examination of the 
bindings, inscriptions and, where stated, the place of publication, begins to bring to light the patterns of transmission of 
these texts. 
 

Libraries in South German Monasteries during the Baroque and Enlightenment Periods 
Michael Schaich (German Historical Institute London) 
 
South German monastic libraries are best known for their magnificently decorated library rooms, resplendent with 
frescoed ceilings, elaborately carved shelfs and allegoric statues. Over the past few decades, however, historians 
have increasingly gone beyond the pure admiration for Baroque art and explored the contents and purposes of 
libraries in monastic communities more generally. As a result eighteenth-century monastic libraries have been rescued 
from the long-prevailing assumption, created by enlightenment figures, that they were places of intellectual neglect or, 
at best, dull scholasticism cut off from contemporary trends in scholarship. They are now recognized as important 
sites of learning and engagement with current thoughts and ideas. 
Much of this new research has focused on reconstructing the holdings of individual monasteries and assessing to 
what extent enlightened ideas entered the mental world of their inhabitants. This paper will follow on from this work but 
shift the centre of attention slightly. It will discuss libraries in South German monasteries as nodes or redistribution 
points in wider networks of learning and education that stretched from the local to the international. Replacing the 
rather static image of the monastic library as a self-contained unit with a more dynamic view it will explore, among 
others, the accessibility of monastic libraries to readers from outside the respective monastic community and the 
circulation of books and manuscripts within groups of monasteries on the one hand and between monasteries and the 
wider scholarly community on the other. In an attempt to decentre the notion of the monastic library the paper will also 
point to the existence of further (private) book collections in monasteries in addition to the main institutional library. 
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Session 10 
Chair: Judy Burg (Durham) 
 
09.00-10.30 
Meeting Room 1 
 

“This noble system of munificence”: Private and Public Identities in the Sharp Family Library at Bamburgh 
Castle, ca. 1760 to ca. 1860 
Danielle Westerhof (Durham) 
 
The Sharp library had its origins in the book collection of John Sharp (1645-1714), Archbishop of York. Mainly 
religious and theological in nature, the collection was passed on and added to by two successive generations of 
clergymen before being bequeathed to the Lord Crewe’s Charity in 1792, with the aim of establishing at Bamburgh 
Castle a public library for local clergymen of all denominations and householders of good character. After initial heavy 
borrowing in the decades following its official opening in 1797, the library was largely forgotten by the early 20th 
century. 
My aim in this paper is to analyse the expression of public and private identities in relation to personal and family 
libraries, using the Sharp family library – now on deposit with Durham University – as an example of identities 
coalescing and clashing in the library as collection and as space. Concentrating on the transition from private library to 
public facility, I will question how much can be gleaned about self-fashioning and self-censorship by the owners, by 
looking holistically at the library as space and book collection as well as at related evidence, such as catalogues and 
ownership marks.  
 

John Sharp III (1723-1792) and his Three Favourite Libraries. 
Francoise Deconinck-Brossard (Paris Nanterre) 
 
In the two registers of books borrowed from Durham cathedral library from 1677 to 1809, approximately 90 entries in 
the handwriting of John Sharp have been found, dated between February 1746 (before his ordination, when he was 
still at Trinity College, Cambridge), and February 1792, i.e. two months before his death. 
Most loans took place after he had become a prebendary (1768). His use of the library may be compared with 
eighteenth-century 'reading vogues' at English cathedral libraries (cf. Kaufman 1963-4). 
Sharp had access to two other libraries. In 1772 he inherited his younger brother Thomas's books and sold them to 
the trustees of Lord Crewe's charity in 1778 in order to establish a public library at Bamburgh, where he lived in 
Summer. His own library contained a large collection that had been passed by descent from his homonymous 
grandfather, archbishop of York, and subsequently increased by his father, uncle, and younger brother. This paper will 
discuss to what extent a preacher's virtual library, as reconstructed from implicit and explicit references identified in 
the corpus of Sharp's manuscript sermons, mirrors his use of these three libraries. 
 
 

These Three Things Remain: A Case Study on Pusey House Library 
Anna James (Pusey House) 
 
Pusey House opened in 1884 as a monument to E.B. Pusey, Professor of Hebrew, Canon of Christchurch Cathedral 
and the longest-lived founder of the Oxford Movement. Designed as a community of Anglican priests and laity living 
with a collection of books, the House was founded to combat the threatened secularization of the University of Oxford 
through “exhibiting solid learning allied to Christian faith and piety”: its motto is Deus Scientiarum Dominus. However, 
the University was never wholly secularized, leaving the House and Library searching for their place in the world of 
knowledge. Over the last century it has tried being variously: a monastery; a private hostel; the University’s theology 
faculty. Three things, however, have remained constant throughout its history: the Library, the chaplaincy, and the 
House’s identity as the intellectual centre of the Catholic wing of the Church of England.  
This paper will explore how the library and chaplaincy have functioned together within the House and the University to 
shape the intellectual identity of Anglo-Catholicism in the long 20th century, and it will reflect on Pusey as a pattern of 
the rise, fall and resurrection of the residential library.  
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Session 11 
Chair: Anne Thayer (Lancaster Theological Seminary) 
 
10.35-12.05 
Meeting Room 2 
 

Formation, Dissolution, Reformation, Revolution: The Intersections of the Durham Priory and Parker Libraries 
Anne McLaughlin (Cambridge) 
 
Books are inherently transient objects; they are given as gifts, buried, burned, stolen, loaned and sold. The tracing of 
the movement of an individual volume is invariably the subject of countless hours of provenance research as sale 
records, faded and erased inscriptions, and the handwriting of those long deceased is identified, localised and dated. 
In contrast, libraries as perceived as static objects. Buildings erected at a specific time and in a specific place, 
monuments to learning and scholarship, and immutable. Even the eighth-century Anglo-Saxon Glossary defines a 
Library as a ‘librorum reposio’, a space of books. However, what if we change the definition and see the Library not as 
place, but as the books themselves? This paper seeks to examine the evolution of the Priory Library through the 
movement of its books, books that arrived at Durham in stages, books that moved within and outside of the walls of 
the Priory both before and during the dissolution, and books that have been redefined as part of the digital revolution. 
It will question what exactly we mean by the word library, perhaps providing new definitions, updated after 1300 years. 
 

Historical writing, the Priory Library and ‘Reformed’ Monastic Identity in Fifteenth-Century Durham 
James Cronin (Durham) 
 
This paper will discuss the way the monks of Durham of the fifteenth century used the library and archives of their 
Priory to research the history of their community. A group of monks, led by the prior John Wessington, sought to re-
draft the history of their community through reference to the existing narrative sources, the most prominent being 
Symeon of Durham, and documentary material drawn from the priory archives. An analysis of this historical writing 
gives us an insight into the attitudes of the late medieval monks to their bibliographical and archival collections and, 
more broadly, into the intellectual identity of the monks during this period. 
 

The Printed Books of the last Durham Monks: Personal or Institutional Collections? 
Shelia Hingley (Durham) 
 
There are 516 surviving manuscript books that are identified as belonging to Durham Cathedral Priory. In addition 
about 155 books printed before the dissolution of the Priory in 1539 have provenances connected with Durham 
monks. Many of the printed books have Oxford bindings that suggest purchase of the books was connected with the 
monks’ periods of study at Oxford. Most of the printed books have monks’ ownership inscriptions and, in a few cases, 
notes assigning the books to a particular library cupboard in the Durham cloister. A number of the books have more 
than one monk’s name and sometimes there is a record of the passing of the book from one monk to another. There 
are also multiple hands in the marginal annotations in the books. All this provenance information provides a fruitful 
area of research into the question of whether the monks regarded these as a personal collection or another facet of 
the Priory’s institutional collection.  This paper explores the possible links between the different owners and attempts 
to recreate the history of the ownership of the books from their purchase to their current homes. 
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Session 12 
Chair: Hannah Thomas (The Bar Convent, York) 
 
10.35 -12.05 
Meeting Room 1 
 

Libraries and Religious Controversy  
in Early 19th Century Scotland 
John Crawford (Independent Scholar) 
 
In 1843 members of the newly formed Free Church of Scotland in Brechin, Angus, stole Brechin parish library from the 
Church of Scotland. Complicit in the theft was a future president of Princeton University and among those trying to 
resolve the dispute was a former friend of George IV. How could this bizarre incident have occurred? The answer lies 
in the rise of Evangelicalism in the late 18th century and the role which libraries played in it. Evangelicals saw in 
libraries a key vehicle for promoting their values by stocking books they approved of and also as a mechanism for 
manipulating and controlling working class reading which included among other strategies flooding libraries with 
religious tracts. The presentation will examine this phenomenon from its roots in Paisley and other places, its rise and 
development to a peak in the 1820s and 30s and its slow decline in the 1860s and 70s. The Brechin incident 
demonstrates the importance which both the Church of Scotland and the Free Church attached to libraries. The role of 
religiously inspired libraries in the origins of children’s libraries will also be discussed. 
 

Literary Congregations:  
The Diocese of Brechin Library as an Expression of Scottish Episcopal Identity 
Mhairi Rutherford (Sterling) 
 
In 1792 the Bishop and Clergy of the Scottish Episcopalian Diocese of Brechin voted unanimously in favour of 
establishing a public library for the “for the benefit and improvement of the clergy”. It was one of the district’s first acts 
as a legally tolerated Church, after the relief act of 1792 relieved the Church from the penal laws and allowed the 
diocese the freedom to develop as a community. The paper will explore how the library reflected the identity of not 
only a marginalised religious community, but how its contents and use in the nineteenth century express and aided the 
construction of an identity specific to the Diocese. By drawing on borrowing records, provenance and marginalia in the 
books themselves, the changing nature of the purpose of the library can be explored. This paper will consider not only 
how the library reflected the theological concerns of the diocese, but how through gifts of books with significant 
provenance, it became a repository of an Episcopalian identity which was slowly becoming anglicised.  
 

Libraries, Reading and Varieties of ‘Protestantism’ in Ulster 
Robert Whan (Armagh Robinson Library) 
 
Through a consideration of the history and collections of two libraries, this paper will examine the role of libraries and 
print in the construction, development and maintenance of religious identity in the north of Ireland.  
It will focus on: 
 
Antrim Presbytery Library, established by Presbyterian ministers in 1765 as Belfast’s first corporate library. (It is now 
held as a discrete collection at the McClay Library, Queen’s University, Belfast) 
 
Armagh Public Library, established by Archbishop Richard Robinson, Anglican Archbishop of Armagh and Primate of 
All Ireland, in 1771 as part of his plans to improve the city of Armagh. (Northern Ireland’s oldest public library, the 
library was renamed ‘Armagh Robinson Library’ in 2017) 
 
The paper will consider how and why both libraries were constructed, as well as those who used them. Attention will 
also be given to the impact of key historical events, including the Presbyterian Subscription Controversies and 
Disestablishment of the Church of Ireland. 
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Session 13 
Chair: John McCafferty (UCD) 
 
14.00-15.30 
Presentation Room 
 

Lambeth Palace Library and Bancroft’s Intentions as Expressed in his Will  
Giles Mandelbrote (Lambeth Palace) 
 
Lambeth Palace Library was founded in 1610, with the bequest of books and manuscripts from the library of Richard 
Bancroft (1544-1610), Archbishop of Canterbury. It owed its survival to the tenacity and determination of Bancroft’s 
successor, Archbishop George Abbot, as well as to the support and protection of King James I and Francis Bacon. 
This paper will look at the early years of Lambeth Palace Library, exploring the motives and intentions of Archbishop 
Bancroft and of those who implemented and interpreted his will. But this was only one of several remarkable libraries 
to be founded (or re-founded) in England at the beginning of the seventeenth century. Notions of what it meant to be a 
‘national’ or a ‘public’ library will be discussed in the wider context of library formation and the political, religious and 
intellectual debates of this period, drawing comparisons in particular with the history of the Bodleian Library (founded 
1598) and Sion College Library (founded 1629).   
 

Books and their Readers in Early Modern Irish Cathedral Libraries 
Mark Empey (National University of Ireland) 

Until recently the study of early modern Irish book history has been viewed as an unprofitable field of research not 
least because of the underdeveloped state of the book trade. The mismanagement of the printing presses, the 
absence of any patronage and the unique character of the Irish Reformation all contributed to the comparatively low 
yield of printed works in Ireland, while sustained periods of conflict under the Tudors stymied the growth of private 
libraries. Fronting these challenges, however, was the establishment of episcopal and cathedral libraries. The latter 
chiefly relied on clerical donations while bishops depended on a significant stipend, neither of which were easy to 
come by in early modern Ireland. Although the evidence is fragmentary this paper seeks to examine the function and 
purpose of Irish cathedral libraries in Dublin, Limerick and Cork. It will explore the collections, who had access to the 
archives, and what they borrowed.  
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Session 14 
Chair: James Kelly (Durham) 
 
14.00-15.30 
Meeting Room 1 
 

Hidden Treasures: Unexpected Medieval Discoveries in Ushaw's Collections 
Leah Tether and Benjamin Pohl (Bristol) 

This paper will outline various medieval discoveries made at Ushaw College whilst the two speakers were in residence 
as RRL Fellows in February 2019. The coverage will include detail of findings in respect of Ushaw College's MS 6 (a 
12th-century copy of Geoffrey of Monmouth and Henry of Huntingdon's histories), a previously unknown King John 
charter from 1200, a fragment of cloth purporting to be from the tomb of St Cuthbert, a series of medieval manuscript 
clasps in Bay XVIII's lockable cupboard and an overview of the historic acquisition, cataloguing and conservation of 
medieval items at Ushaw College since its founding. 

 

The Lisbon Collection at Ushaw College: Reflections of a Holland Fellow on its Contents and Research 
Potential 
Elizabeth Evenden-Kenyon (Oxford) 
 

Building and Rebuilding the Religious Community: English Nuns in Europe 
Elizabeth Goodwin (York, St John) 
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Session 15 
Chair: Shelia Hingley (Durham) 
 
15.35-17.05 
Meeting Room 2 
 

Myths, Manuscripts, and the Origins of the Post-Reformation Catholic Community 
Michael Questier (Durham) 
 
The paper proposed revisits some of the material held in the library and archive of the English College in Rome. The 
focus of the paper is the volume known as Collectanea F, one of the collections of papers put together by the Jesuit 
Christopher Grene. The material was in the nineteenth century printed by the great Victorian scholars John Morris and 
Henry Foley but the structure of the material as it sits in its original form has partly been lost by the act of putting it into 
print for purposes rather different from the way that the papers were elicited from those in England who wrote them. 
This paper seeks to show how the accounts gathered in England, one assumes by the Jesuit superior Henry Garnet 
and his agents, and then sent out either to Spain or to Rome, were brought into being and the purposes that they 
served. The larger point here is to show how such material was deployed at specific times in order to define what it 
was that constituted separatist Catholicism; and how such papers were used rather differently as they came into the 
possession of different curators 
 

Memory, History and Reality in the Rites of Durham 
Margaret Harvey (Durham) 
 
The Rites of Durham is a well-known description of  aspects  of  Durham  Cathedral just before the Dissolution.  The 
author is unknown but is now thought to be William Claxton, a local gentleman and antiquary. The latest date in the 
work is 1593. It has often been taken as  a memoir and has had considerable influence on the way the history of the 
Priory church has been written. Dr Lynda Rollason and I have been preparing a new edition for the Surtees Society, 
due next year. We conclude that the work is primarily a polemic, by a religiously conservative author, reacting against 
the severe iconoclasm of Protestantism, especially in the aftermath of the 1569 Rebellion. Sometimes it is all that we 
have by way of description of the fabric and ceremonial of the priory church , but when it can be checked It is not 
always wholly accurate. The writer is anxious to defend many practices and adornments which were being 
condemned by the authorities of the Cathedral after the Reformation.  We have used several new manuscripts, 
including one from Ushaw   
 

How did the Seventeenth-Century Music Collections from Durham Cathedral’s Library Contribute Towards 
Accusations that the Laudians were aiming to Reintroduce Popish Practices? 
Hannah Rodger (York) 
 
Through several periods of religious turmoil, new strains of Protestantism became established within seventeenth-
century England. Amongst these, a tradition called Laudianism, due to the leadership of Archbishop William Laud, was 
promoted. The Laudians believed that the reformation had eradicated the true ‘grandeur of Christian truth’ 
(Addleshaw, 1963) from the Church of England. They therefore encouraged elaborate physical ceremonial practices, 
architectural church decorations and sacred musical settings as God ‘hath framed that body of yours... let Him have 
the honour both of head and knee, and every member else’ (Beveridge, 1842). 
However, in opposition, the Puritans also emerged. They accused the Laudians of aiming to restore England to 
Catholicism. This antithesis between the Laudians and the Puritans was highly evident within Durham Cathedral. 
Through examining the Cathedral library’s seventeenth-century partbooks, this paper will consequently address how 
the Laudians, led here by John Cosin, increased the Cathedral’s collections and uses of choral anthems, collects, 
Eucharistic settings and royalist works. Through incorporating then contemporary theological debates, this paper will 
subsequently investigate whether the library’s music collections, as the Puritans suggested, alienated congregations 
and introduced popish perversions, or whether they promoted the Laudians’ edification doctrines and revealed the 
‘beauty of holiness’.  
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Plenary Lecture  
 
Thursday 12 September 2019 
 
17.30-18.30 
Theatre 
 

The Orthodox and the Evangelical: John Leland and John Bale on the Post-Dissolution Library 
 
James Carley (Pontifical Institute of Mediaeval Studies, Toronto) 
 
In 1534 the priest and royal chaplain John Leland set out on a prolonged tour of religious houses and their libraries 
that would take him through East Anglia and Yorkshire, then to Durham and further north. The following year the 
Carmelite John Bale compiled an account of the writings of his order based on what he had seen in conventual 
libraries, his unpublished Anglorum Heliades, which he dedicated to ‘Doctissimo uiro, sibique amicissimo Ioanni 
Leylando Londinensi Theologo, Rhetorique suauissimo’.  By 1541, when Leland retraced the steps of his earlier 
journey in the entourage of Henry VIII, the houses had all been dissolved, the buildings and their contents plundered. 
Bale meanwhile had undergone a conversion and was in exile for his beliefs. Like so many, the two men, once 
colleagues and friends, found themselves on the opposite sides of a religious divide. They would both continue to 
compile dictionaries of the writings of learned men from the past, spurred in part by continental developments, but 
these diverged radically. What manuscripts did each man consider worth salvaging by the time of the old king’s death 
and in what ways did he believe these threw light on England’s religious and cultural past? Was John Wycliffe, for 
example, a hero or a villain? In this paper I shall compare their accounts of medieval writers and the vision each man 
tried to promote of the church he was serving or rejecting. 
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Durham Residential Research Library Fellowships for 2019–2020  
 
The new Durham Residential Research Library is delighted to invite applications from researchers for 
Visiting Fellowships for the academic year 2019–20, from one to three months in duration. In addition, 
a series of named fellowships are available to work on particular collections or subject areas.  
 
The Durham Residential Research Library aims to enable and foster research across the three historic 
collections of Durham – those held by Durham Cathedral, Ushaw College, and Durham University, 
including Palace Green Library and the Oriental Museum. They include not only libraries, but also 
archives, collections of visual and material culture, and architectural assets. The purpose of the 
Visiting Fellowships is to support research into these globally significant collections.  
 
Named Fellowships   
 

In addition to the general scheme, there are several named visiting fellowship programmes. The 
Lendrum Priory Library Fellowships specifically support work on the surviving contents of Durham 
Cathedral’s medieval priory library. This collection is currently the focus of a large-scale digitisation 
project, Durham Priory Library Recreated (www.durhampriory.ac.uk). The Holland Visiting Fellowships 
support research into any of the collections held in Durham.  
 
Fellows will be encouraged to work collaboratively with academic subject specialists, librarians, 
archivists and curators to realise the collections’ research potential, and to develop innovative research 
agendas. They will also be encouraged to participate in the life of the University, particularly its broad 
range of seminar series.  
 
Applications  
 

Applicants should submit a short CV together with a summary of the project and materials they 
propose to work on, and the expected publications or other outcomes (maximum two sides of A4). 
Applications should demonstrate a serious research interest that focuses on primary source material 
within the collections held at Durham. Applicants who plan to collaborate with Durham academic staff 
are especially welcome and should mention this in their application.  
 
We aim to be flexible with fellowship dates – applicants should indicate their preferred dates and their 
preferred fellowship duration (i.e. one, two or three months). They should also indicate to which 
university department(s) and/or research centres their research most relates. Applications should be 
submitted by noon on 13 September 2019. We shall aim to notify successful candidates by the 
beginning of October. 
 
Late applications will be considered if an expression of interest relating to this advertisement is 
received by 23 September 2019. Applications for 2020/2021 will be advertised in late autumn.  
 
Fellows will be granted an honorarium of £1,800 per month towards their transport and subsistence 
costs. Self-catered ensuite study bedrooms at Ushaw College (3.5 miles from Durham city centre) will 
be available at a competitive rate. Please note that fellows will be expected to arrange their own travel. 
Fellowships will generally last for one month but can last up to a maximum of three months. Those 
applying are advised to consult with the relevant collections staff to ensure that the materials they wish 
to work with are available at the times of their visit. This is particularly important in the case of the 
Cathedral collections, and applicants should be aware that the Cathedral Library is normally open only 
three days each week.  
 
Information about the collections can be found at www.durham.ac.uk/library/asc/collection_information   
 
Academic enquiries: Dr James Kelly james.kelly3@durham.ac.uk  
 
Please send applications to: rrl.admin@durham.ac.uk 

http://www.durham.ac.uk/library/asc/collection_information
mailto:james.kelly3@durham.ac.uk
mailto:rrl.admin@durham.ac.uk
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Contacts: 
 
Professor Stephen Taylor  
Director of the Durham Residential Research Library (DRRL) 
s.j.c.taylor@durham.ac.uk  
 
Dr James Kelly 
DRRL Coordinator 
james.kelly3@durham.ac.uk  
 
Barbara Jackson 
DRRL Administrator 
rrladmin@durham.ac.uk  
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