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World-Ecology, World-Culture, World-Economy:  
Crisis, Slump, Revolution? 
 
Organisers: 
Kerstin Oloff, MLAC (Durham, Principal Organiser), k.d.oloff@dur.ac.uk 
Michael Niblett, English (Warwick), m.niblett@warwick.ac.uk 
Jason W. Moore, Geography (Binghamton) 
 
The event was tweeted with the hashtag: wewc16.  
The programme is attached as a separate document. 
 
The conference, which was jointly sponsored by the Institute of Hazard Risk and Resilience, 
Durham Energy Institute, YPCCS Warwick, Centre for Humanities Innovation, the Institute of 
Advanced Studies and the Arts and Humanities Faculty, took place on July 15-16 in Van 
Mildert College, Durham University. The event was extremely well attended: there were 70 
academics and activists, from all over the UK, the US, Ireland, Germany, China, Canada and 
Australia. They came from a range of different disciplines, including geography, political 
science and cultural and literary studies. All of these attendees shared a desire to push debates 
around the understanding of capitalism as world-ecology in new directions. The atmosphere 
throughout the conference was supportive and welcoming to younger colleagues.  
 
The conference was structured around four keynotes events. Jason W. Moore, who is the 
author of Capitalism in the Web of Life (Verso 2015), opened the conference by giving a 
history of the emergence of capitalism as world-ecology. Most importantly, he provided a 
critique of the centrality of the Industrial Revolution to traditional accounts of the birth of 
capitalism. Further, he made a strong case for dismantling the concept of the Anthropocene, 
which now dominates in debates around human-induced climate change, and offered the 
"Capitalocene" as alternative.  
 

 
Keynote 1: Jason W. Moore 
 
The second keynote talk of day one was given by Prof Kate Soper (London Met), an eminent 
philosopher and critical theorist, who offered a stimulating critique of productivist ideologies 
and sought to offer a sketch of utopian visions for the future organization of societies on more 
sustainable grounds.  
 
The second day of the conference was opened by Prof of International Development Studies, 
Haroon Akram-Lodhi (Trent), a renowned social theorist whose exciting keynote drew on his 



extensive fieldwork around the globe. His talk offered two key challenges: how to think 
gender in relation to environmental and labour struggles; how to think labour in terms of 
energy and calories. His brilliant discussion of the energetic economics of agriculture 
challenged conventional assumptions regarding the efficiency of large-scale farming. It also 
sparked debates amongst the cultural theorists attending the event, as many are involved in 
the current rethinking of cultural studies through a focus on energy and commodities. 
 

 
Keynote 3: Haroon Akram-Lodhi 
 
The conference was rounded off by a keynote given by local mining history expert, David 
Temple from the Durham Miners Association, in conjunction with Simon Pirani (Oxford 
Energy Institute), who has long-standing connections with the Association. This keynote 
grounded the conference in local struggles and histories of resistance. In particular, Temple 
offered a magnificent social and cultural history of the Miners' banners, visualizing the 
importance of culture within those struggles. Temple's presentation was enthusiastically 
received by members of the audience. 
 

 
 
Over the course of the two days, over 40 individual presentations were given by a range of 
speakers (from pgs to professorial level). The presentations, while all engaging with the 
central line of questioning of the conference, were delivered on a broad range of topics, from 
the global fisheries, to indigenism and mining, to the environmental thinking of the cultural 
critic Raymond Williams. 
 



 
 
Overall, we have met all of the objectives that we had envisioned for this conference:  
 

• the conference helped to further and strengthen debates around the notion of world-
ecology  

• it helped the consolidation of the network through the continuation of a yearly 
conference. The network has by now 1500 followers on academia: 
https://www.academia.edu/Documents/in/World-Ecology, and the discussions 
amongst its various members are actively producing new collaborations. 

 
As an example of such collaborative research projects, Profs Akram-Lodhi and Moore have 
agreed to serve on the advisory board for a planned research project application 
(Oloff/Niblett), which will be submitted to the AHRC in October. This research project, 
provisionally entitled "The Long Green Revolution: World-Culture in the Age of the Global 
Food Economy," will map out a cultural topography of the uneven production, circulation, 
and reception of images, figures and texts that mediate the lived experiences of the "Green 
Revolution."  
 
Further, Niblett, Campbell and I are currently co-editing Plotting the Crisis: World-ecology, 
World-Culture and the World Food System. Many of the contributors were involved in this 
conference and/or the workshop in May, entitled "Aesthetics of Crisis", also funded by the 
IHRR.  
 


