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1. PI Name and Contact Details  

Kerstin Oloff, Lecturer, School of Modern Languages and Cultures. 

2. Research Team 

Dr Mark Anderson (Georgia University), a Latin Americanist who is very well 
known for his work on disaster and risk in a Latin American context. 
Dr Louise Hardwick, senior lecturer, French, Birmingham.  
  
Dr Claire Westall, a lecturer in English, York. 
Dr Andrew Baldwin, a senior lecturer in Geography, Durham. 
Tom Lubek, postgraduate student, York. 
Dr Jenny Terry, English, Durham. 
Jorge Catala-Carrasco, Spanish, Newcastle. 
Francisco Hernández-Adrián, MLAC, Durham. 

3. Summary of Research Undertaken 

https://aestheticsofcrisis.wordpress.com/about/ 
 

Sponsors: 
Institute of Hazard, Risk and Resilience 
Faculty of Arts and Humanities 
Ecologies and the Arts Research Group 
 

This was a successful workshop, which featured over 20 participants and attendees 
from Warwick, York, Newcastle, Birmingham and Durham. 
 

Dr Mark Anderson (Georgia University), a Latin Americanist who is very well known 
for his work on disaster and risk in a Latin American context, opened with a brilliant 
lecture on representations of ecological disaster, challenging the ways in which they 
are represented in mainstream academic and media discourse. He also engaged 
with the debates around the Anthropocene/Capitalocene. This was followed by a 
stimulating debate chaired by Claire Westall, a lecturer from York. 
 

The first panel of the day focussed on cultural representations of climate change and 
environmental degradation in film and sci fi novels. It was chaired by Jenny Terry, a 
senior lecturer in Durham (English). Andrew Baldwin, a senior lecturer in Geography, 
highlighted the discursive racialisation of the climate migrant (and the resultant 
misunderstanding of global dynamics of environmental and social catastrophes). He 
charted the ways in which these narratives are fostered and/or challenged by 
popular Hollywood cli-fi cinema. This was followed by a paper by Tom Lubek, a 
graduate student at the University of York. Lubek examined the ways in which 



American Sci-Fi narratives offer seductive fantasies of limitless growth for the 
capitalist world-system. 
 

The second panel of the day focussed on environmental disaster in relation to 
irrealist fiction and comic books. Jorge Catala--‐Carrasco (Newcastle) offered a 
panoramic talk on comic books and neoliberal ecologies in the context of Spain. 
Kerstin Oloff (Durham) talked about the saccharine monstrous in relation to the world 
food system. This was followed by a stimulating debate chaired by Francisco 
Hernández-Adrián, in which participants sought to think through the various social 
aspects of environmental crisis. 
 

The workshop was rounded off by a second keynote, delivered by Louise Hardwick, 
a senior lecturer from Birmingham. In her talk, she analysed the manifesto presented 
by Martiniquan intellectuals in 2009, which argues for the importance of food self-
sufficiency and agricultural sustainability in relation to questions of dependency and 
postcoloniality. 
 

The objectives of the workshop were twofold. 
On the one hand, it sought to build on the dialogue around the environmental 
humanities within Durham, involving the departments of English, Geography and 
MLAC. This was very successful, as demonstrated by the continuation of the 
Ecology and the Arts research group in 2016-7. 
 

On the other hand, it built on previous collaborations with colleagues from York, 
Newcastle and Birmingham. These collaborations are producing concrete outputs. 
 

-one of my articles is forthcoming in a special edition on "Resource fictions", edited 
by Claire Westall, in 2017. 
 

-Another chapter is forthcoming this year in an edited collection by Mark Anderson, 
Ecological Crisis and Cultural Representation in Latin America, (Rowman and 
Lexington). 
 

- with Michael Niblett (Warwick) and Chris Campbell (Exeter), I am currently 
preparing the edited volume Plotting the Crisis: World-Ecology, World-literature, 
World-Culture. This volume is to be submitted to Palgrave McMillan to the 
worldliterature series. 
 

-I am also currently in discussions with Mark Anderson about co-editing a volume on 
gothic and monstrous ecologies in Latin America, which would have 2018 as 
anticipated publication date. 
 

- I am also going to apply for an AHRC (Research Grant). This research project, 
provisionally entitled "The Long Green Revolution: World-Culture in the Age of the 
Global Food Economy," will map out a cultural topography of the uneven production, 
circulation, and reception of images, figures and texts that mediate the lived 
experiences of the "Green Revolution." 
 

- we are also currently discussing the possibility of applying for a network grant, 
involving the participants of the workshop.. 

4. Four bullet points about key outcomes 



 - collaborations on edited collections (with Westall, Baldwin, Anderson) 

 - in preparation: future edited volumes (involving Hardwick and Anderson) 

 - discussion of network and research grants.  

1. Impact 

N/A 

2. Further Research 

I am also going to apply for an AHRC (Research Grant). This research project, 
provisionally entitled "The Long Green Revolution: World-Culture in the Age of the 
Global Food Economy," will map out a cultural topography of the uneven production, 
circulation, and reception of images, figures and texts that mediate the lived 
experiences of the "Green Revolution." we are also currently discussing the possibility 
of applying for a network grant, involving the participants of the workshop. 


