
Focus Site:  Gojal Valley, GB. 

Ghulkin and Hussaini in Gilgit Baltistan have been 
reported for frequent incidents of Glacial Lake 
Outburst Flood (GLOF). In the past 10 years, 
GLOFs have damaged infrastructure, crops, trees 
and properties of the local people living around 
these streams and rivers. Laajverd Visiting School 
aims to map indigenous and traditional resilience 
strategies that have developed over time in response 
to GLOF occurrences and explore their 
sustainability. 

Taking a participatory approach in our workshops 
on Environmental Security, Audio-Visual Cultures, 
Built Environment, Material Culture and Mountain 
Economies, we will engage with local community 
to understand how life is arranged and re-arranged 
around frequent GLOFs in order to map possibilities 
of alternate livelihoods and practices of co-existence 
amidst this hazard. Our focus lies on 
(but not limited to) the following developments:

1. Climate change, particularly GLOFs and effects 
on agriculture, physical, social and economic 
infrastructure.
2. Exponential increase in tourism, and sustainable 
ways of managing the influx.
3. Rapid development due to CPEC and other 
initiatives

We tried to engage with all three in detail and built 
a picture of how they affect nature, society and 
culture, and the overall ecology, both locally and 
downstream, with a view to developing 
pragmatic, holistic proposals for the regions future.
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Mapping Resilience

A TEN DAY CROSS-CURRICULAR & INTERDISCIPLINARY INTENSIVE IN A REGIONAL LANDSCAPE



There is a rising need to revisit our approach to 
academia that contributes to critical awareness and 
sound co-shaping of our shared environment. 
Encouraging interdisciplinary academic discourse, 
Laajverd initiated its visiting school that responds to 
conditions of ‘crises’. Crises are instants of shifting 
modalities – they mark points of change in a multi-
layered program. It is a specific period of time that is 
crucial in several ways of identification and determina-
tion of a system that is being regulated in an escalated 
force field. Combined systems of humans and nature are 
convoluted in terms of how they anticipate and respond 
to disturbed environments: disasters and conflict zones. 
The capacity to deal with the types of uncertainties and 
surprises requires innovative approaches, creative com-
binations of strategies, and the ability to adapt to the 
changing environment. How does the creative faculty 
and developmental faculty respond actively to shifting 
environments? This intensive invites the creative and 
development faculty, students and field experts to join 
this visiting school in chalking out a more effective 
academic and field methodology. 

Based on the project Academy for democracy (AFD), 
Laajverd’s visiting school encourages interdisciplinary 
academic discourse that employs creative negotiation 
as a method to address the communities undergoing 
conflict. AFD is a practice led research project that 
aims to analyze, understand and refine the role of the 
creative faculty in order to equip them with the pre-
cise body of knowledge that will aid them in thinking 
through and responding to humanitarian activities. It 
provides researchers with an opportunity to see how 
field practice might best interact within the audio 
visual arts, and how scholarship aligns with 
professional reflective analysis and creative impulse. It 
involves performance, sound and visual arts. 

Experimental cooperation across disciplinary 
boundaries exemplified in this project seeks to address 
the educational skills and knowlege practice needed 
to tackle the critical environmental and humanitarian 
challenges. The immediate goal of the AFD is to 
collaboratively engage with the community under study 
in order to analyse the context and propose inclusive 
and sustainable strategies for development.
The visiting school further composes a trans-discipli-
nary curriculum for higher education, presenting a 
workable and academically feasible design for shared 
knowledge building under the AFD visiting school 
auspices. 

The research and seminar topics are designed by 
instructors from different fields that not only present a 
broader understanding of the subject under study but 
aims to experiment with the various ways in which we 
perceive the human condition within the geo-fabric. 
 
In 2014, the school was based on the Attabad Lake 
disaster in Northern Pakistan. In 2015, LVS was 
conducted in Neelum Valley that lies on the Line of 
Control in Azad Jammu Kashmir.  In 2016, the LVS was 
based in Kaghan Valley. This year’s school was based in 
Gojal Valley, Gilgit Baltistan. 

By Zahra Hussain 

Zahra Hussain 
Director LVS

Creative-Participatory Action Research
Audio Visual Cultures | Built Environment

An architect, theater practitioner and culture observer; MA in 
Visual Cultures from Goldsmiths in London. Founding Laajverd 
in 2007 as an undergrad, Zahra has taught at National College 
of Arts, directed plays, exhibited across four continents and 
documented the trees of an entire forest. She has also conceived 
and curated several projects that experiment with 
communication strategies often relating to the sub-continental 
and post-colonial debates eg Info Bomb and her recent research 
titled “Halo-caust; the architecture of counterinsurgency” which 
examines the ways in which Pakistani Urban spaces have rapidly 
transformed due to geopolitical conditions and various natural 
and man-made disasters. At present, Zahra is pursuing her PhD 
in Human Geography at the Department of Geography in 
Durham University, UK. Zahra is actively working towards mak-
ing the LVS a dynamic interdisciplinary platform for experi-
menting alternate strategies for working with communities and 
exploring pedagogies for higher education in 
Arts and Humanities. 
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CONCEPT NOTE



I hold MS (Disaster Management) degree from MCE (NUST) 
University and BS (Geology) degree from University of 
Peshawar. I have worked on the Tectonics and Sedimentary 
Geology of Potwar Basin, Hazara-Kashmir Syntaxes, Peshawar 
Plain, and Geomorphology, Geology, Glacial dynamics and 
natural hazard potential of the Northern Areas (Abbottabad to 
Passu), and flood hazard assessment during 2010 floods. 
My research in MS titled “Deforestation as a future disaster for 
Pakistan” studied policy analysis and role of communities in 
mitigating disaster risk.

Disaster Management 

Saeed Abass specializes in   Wildlife and Fisheries-   Zool-
ogy. Saeed works for the WWF in Gilgit Baltistan. Currently 
he is managing the Asia’s High Mountain Project, Pakistan 
(Community-based Conservation of Snow leopard and Improved 
Watershed Management) & Social Economic and Environment 
Development (SEED) Project & Organic farming of potatoes in 
Hoper valley, Nagar, Pakistan.

Environmental Security, WWF

Dr Neelam Raina is a Senior Lecturer at the School of Art & 
Design at Middlesex University, UK. Raina’s research explores 
the links between culture, conflict, poverty and development. 
Her doctoral research analyzed this from the perspective of 
Muslim women in post-conflict Kashmir and the role crafts 
plays in generating income for them. Dr Neelam simultane-
ously continues to work in Kashmir with women’s crafts groups, 
exploring the impact of skill based training on their income 
and in the long run on the quality of their lives. This work also 
feeds into development thinking with regards to post-disaster 
construction as well as the role that design plays in develop-
ment. Her research interest lies within the understanding of 
the potential role of design in economic development of conflict 
areas, with a special focus on women.

Environmental Security, WWF

Fatima Hussain is an Artist-Curator/Theatre Practitioner 
based in Pakistan. Her work over the last few years has 
addressed multiple issues bringing into it the political, the 
historical, the everyday, and whether with intention or escape, 
‘art’ for her, has fallen within a larger interpretation of the 
colonized structures, languages and territory. She founded 
Other Asias, a transnational in 2011 that voices fictive and 
found sounds in order to create and inform technocratic society. 
Her recent curatorial projects include Info-Bomb, SLICE and 
Redo Pakistan, mostly nomadic in nature, curated in the form 
of newspapers, websites, radio shows and public events. Fatima 
is a 2005 graduate of the National College of Art (Lahore). 
She moved on to Central Saint Martins, University of the Arts 
London for her MFA2008.

Core team LVS
Audio Visual Cultures

Abdullah Aslam is a graduate of National College of Arts, 
Rawalpindi. He is an architect, graphic designer, illustrator and 
a cyclist. Abdullah has been part of the core team at Laajverd 
asince 2010. For the LVS, Abdullah is responsible for the LVS 
Outreach Program and is faclitating the workshops to enrich 
the conceptual concerns and also as a potential tutor for the 
projects. 

Core team LVS
Built Environment 

Saeed Abbass 

Somana Riaz

Dr Neelam Raina 

Fatima Hussain

Abdullah Aslam
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WORKSHOPS
& SESSIONS
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Audio Visual Cultures

Disaster Management 

Mountain Economies 

Environmental Security

Built Environment 

Creative - Participatory Action Research

By Zahra Hussain & Fatima Hussain

By Somana Riaz

By Dr Neelam Raina 

By Saeed Abbass

By Zahra Hussain & Abdullah Aslam 

By Zahra Hussain

This workshop introduced the participants to culture and 
nature and how the relationship between these two entities 
develops. Participants learn to map local practices and living 
patterns that ultimately inform their individual projects. 
These practices and patterns are also added to the IPPC. 

The workshop helped develop an understanding of human 
interaction with natural environment, factors that turn 
hazards into disasters. It provided an opportunity to observe 
and analyze local mitigation techniques for catastrophic 
events and gauge local knowledge about the concept of risk in 
order to produce a hazard profile for Hussaini Village.  

Political geography plays a strong role in shaping identity and 
its representation within mountain regions. This workshop 
examines the interplay between identity and culture. It 
explores the notions of identity formation through the 
perspective of visual and material culture of Northern 
Pakistan. 

A nature walk to hidden bird sanctuary introduced 
participants to Borith Lake and its birdlife diversity where-
they learnt about the overall biodiversity of the region 
including the Khunjerab National Park, their importance 
as livelihood option and community attitude towards the 
wildlife.

Aimed to highlight the significance of traditional living 
patterns through a unique study of pattern language and how 
it is connected to architecture. An anthropological insight to 
habitat systems, this method of research gives an insight to 
how social structures are embedded in architectural forms. 

This workshop gave participants an insight to the various 
qualitative research methods used in social sciences and the 
arts. The workshop focused on exploring creative methods 
for conducting participatory research with local communities. 
This workshop served as a backdrop for the research carried 
out throughout the Visiting School. 

Potential socio-economic and environmental 
threats in Gojal region; a scoping session
Two Sessions | Multiple speakers
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An effort to unlatch from the prevalent global 
narrative of development, Laajverd Visiting School aims 

to understand the regional patterns of growth and 
progress. Through our workshops, we will see the 

different strands of regional composition of life and try 
to map trajectories that can help us understand the 
structure of these societies and to help retain their 

regional quality.



LVS 2017 began with an orientation session, “Potential socio-
economic and environmental threats in Gojal region; a scoping 
session” in Islamabad which was attended by participants and 
speakers invited from different organizations and faculties. 
The session was divided in two parts where the first part titled 
Threats, Hazards, Disasters; a closer look at Gojal was moder-
ated by Abdullah Aslam. Representatives from MET 
department gave a talk titled Potential Threat of GLOF in 
GB, which highlighted how climate change is affecting Glaciers 
in Pakistan. The second talk was given by Ex-Inspector Gen-
eral Forest, Dr Bashir Wani where he spoke about 
impact of climate change induced natural disasters and GLOFs 
on bio-diversity and livelihood in Bagrote Valley which gave 
an insight on how GLOFs are affecting communities and the 
strategies that have been put in place to manage it. Meher 
Aftab from Focus Humanitarian organization gave an overview 
of hazard mapping and community by Focus Humanitarian in 
Gilgit Baltistan. Dr Kausar Naqvi gave the fourth talk where 
he introduced China Pakistan Economic Corridor project and 
what it means for Pakistan and Gilgit Baltistan in particular. 
These talks generated a healthy discussion amongst partici-
pants and speakers on issues of climate change, disasters, inclu-
sion of communities in decision processes and the negative and 
positive impacts of CPEC in Pakistan. 

The second session titled, Nature - Community Linkages; 
exploring practices of conservation, was moderated by Zahra 
Hussain. This session focused on another important aspect 
that we aimed to research whilst at the Visiting School. This 
is related to how communities respond to, involve in and are 
affected by the various developments in Gojal valley. These de-
velopments are not only social and economic, but also environ-
mental and human. The first talk was given by Rajendra Suwal 
from WWF in Nepal via skype on Eco tourism in protected ar-
eas; trends and future prospects. Aftab Rana from Sustainable 
Tourism Foundation Pakistan (STFP) gave the second talk on 
Tourism and Sustainable ways of managing it. Fatima Yamin 
gave the third talk on disasters and community development 
where she shared her experience of Bagrote Valley. This session 
was closed with discussion on how CPEC may affect tourism 
in GB and if the local population is ready and equipped with 
necessary knowledge and training for it. This session ended 
with dinner. 

LVS core team and participants loaded their luggage on the 
coaster and set off for Gulmit via Karakoram Highway at 
around 10pm. The team travelled through the night and 
stopped for breakfast in Beshaam. 

The journey was interrupted by a landslide, which got cleared 
up in 40 minutes after which we set off again, travelling 
through Kohistan and eventually stopped in Chilaas for lunch. 
The journey finally ended at Gulmit in the evening where 
participants had dinner, received their bedding packs and 
settled in the accommodation. Next day started with breakfast 
in the garden with a panoramic view of Cathedral Peaks, also 
known as Passu Peaks. With a round of introductions, partici-
pants were divided in groups and sent in North, South, East 
and West direction to orient them in the town and produce a 
map upon their return. 

After two hours of walking and navigating, the participants 
returned and drew maps. Afternoon began with Creative 
Participatory Action Research Workshop, which was conducted 
by Zahra Hussain. Popular research methods used in sociologi-
cal and anthropological research was discussed in the begin-
ning and then the importance of visual and creative research 
methods were highlighted leading to a discussion on participa-
tory research and its importance. Participants were assigned a 
task to develop creative methods for carrying out their research 
in the field.After this assignment, the whole team enjoyed 
tea and pakoras and gathered back in the workshop room for 
Audio-Visual Cultures workshop, which was conducted, by 
Zahra Hussain and Fatima Hussain. This workshop highlighted 
the field of visual cultures and ways and acts of seeing and 
engaging with the natural, social and cultural environment. 
This workshop assigned the students to develop keywords and 
research questions around the theme of environment for the 
next day’s field research in order to map cultural practices of 
Ghulkin, Gulmit and Hussaini. 

Day 4 began with a cloudy morning and warm breakfast; 
participants boarded the coaster and were given an overview of 
Gojal valley identifying glaciers and villages that they would 
be working around for the next ten days. Groups were then 
dropped off at Hussaini, Ghulkin and Gulmit to be picked up 
later in the afternoon. 

FIELD NOTES

Gojal; research area for LVS17

Orientation Session in Islamabad 
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Once field research was carried out, groups got back for lunch 
and convened in the workshop space to consolidate their re-
search and prepare presentations. The groups presented their 
work in the evening, which showed the variety of data found 
in the field. Since Gulmit and Ghulkin are age-old settlements, 
the elders discussed many cultural practices that have trans-
formed and diminished over time due to development.

The day ended with a delicious meal under a much clearer sky. 
Next morning began with Built Environment workshop con-
ducted by Zahra Hussain and Abdullah Aslam. The 
workshop focused on Christopher Alexander’s pattern 
language and how it maybe useful for understanding and en-
gaging with a particular study of regional architecture. 
Assignment for this workshop required participants to develop 
field research form and categories for studying local architec-
ture. After lunch, participants were taken on a leisure trip to 
Altit Fort in Hunza where they spent the afternoon admiring 
the fort and gardens and enjoying local food. Evening was 
spent consolidating field research form and an early dinner to 
be well prepared for next day’s fieldwork. Next morning began 
with an early breakfast and Mountain Economies session 
conducted via video recording by Neelam Raina. Six 
participants were engaged in field research for this workshop 
while the others formed groups and set off for their respective 
villages for field research. Participants were given packed lunch 
which they enjoyed with tea in local’s houses. Participants 
were picked up around 4pm from their field locations and 
brought back to the accommodation area for tea and pakoras. 

At Altit Fort and Gardens Walking with local kids

Visiting local houses in Hussaini 

17th Century Mosque in Ghulkin 

Baba Shah Talib Mazaar in Hussaini 

Faryal, Sidra and Maryam at 
Shehtoot Sanctuary in Hussaini

Ayesha and Ahsan with a local
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After a quick rest, they reconvened in workshop room to 
prepare the presentations. Since each participant had collected 
considerable amount of data, it took a while for all of that to 
be categorized and added to the sheets. At 11pm, the groups 
were in a position to present their research, which lasted until 
around 1:30am in the night. The groups had collected built 
environment patterns from three villages that included macro 
and micro scale strategies and techniques used by locals in 
planning land use and architecture design of houses and 
community areas. Research was done meticulously and 
participants were able to collect more than a hundred-pattern 
language segments that were later compiled by the team.



Field research showed how architecture responded to the living 
customs, climate and beliefs of the people and area and how 
local material was being improvised presently. Participants 
found that younger generation is importing designs from urban 
centers but these new building design and techniques are not 
entirely suitable for the climatic conditions of the valley. A 
lengthy conversation was generated on this topic, which gave 
food for thought to architects in the group.

Next morning began with breakfast and Disaster Management 
Workshop conducted by Somana Riaz. The workshop designed 
on disaster risk management aimed to identify various hazards 
in Gojal valley and their impacts on people and their liveli-
hoods. It also focused on highlighting different factors that 
contributed to vulnerabilities of mountain community. Differ-
ent groups were assigned the task of working out the hazard 
profile of the area, physical, social and economic vulnerabilities 
of the affected population and existing capacities to cope with 
frequent disasters. Gojal valley is prone to multi-faceted and 
frequent natural hazards that often claim precious lives and 
livelihood sources of the local community. The area remains 
vulnerable to a number of hazards throughout the year with 
changing intensity and risk level as seasons change. During 
winter months harsh weather with high speed winds in Novem-
ber and intense snow spells in December and January raises a 
potential threat of avalanches to the downslope settlements. 

07

Zahra Discussing projects Fatima Listening to PresentationsDanial presenting to the locals With local children in field

Walking to the black glacier beside Borith Lake

Walking to the black glacier beside Borith Lake

Walking to the black glacier beside Borith Lake

Spring and summer brings the risk of slope failure as snow 
cover begins to melt in April and May. Summer months bring 
intense spell of monsoon rains from July to September that 
triggers the risk of land erosion; flash flooding and debris flow 
in the valley. Intense summer heat also causes high rate of 
glacial melting which then creates a risk of Glacial lake 
Outburst Floods (GLOFs) in Gojal valley. Hussaini 
particularly is at higher risk of GLOFs due to its location. 
Since participants had been working hard in the field for three 
days, a special BBQ meal was prepared for the team followed 
by local music and dance performance that was thoroughly 
enjoyed by the participants. 



Next morning began early with a briefing from 
Saeed Abbas, WWF at Borith Lake, where he emphasized on 
the bio-diversity of the area, variety of birds found here and 
the impact of Karakoram Highway/ CPEC on natural environ-
ment of Karakoram National Park. Participants walked around 
the lake and returned in the afternoon. After lunch, partici-
pants were sent on their individual research slots. Evening 
was spent discussing and steering individual project proposals. 
Next day, participants were sent for individual field research 
after which they were taken on a leisure trip to Baltit Fort in 
Hunza 
followed by a tour of 1000 year old settlement in Ganish 
Village where they saw water pool and the mosque square.

After returning in the evening, Mountain Economies Research 
group was asked to present their research. Two elders from lo-
cal community attended these presentations, which generated a 
healthy discussion amongst the local, and visiting participants. 
The entire next day was dedicated to individual field research 
and tutorials slots so that participants get ample time to 
research on their own, collect data and formulate their research 
questions and findings accordingly. 

11th July brought local festivities in Gulmit Polo ground which 
participants were invited to attend. Late afternoon and evening 
was spent in preparing presentations for the final day. Since 
12th July was also filled with local festivity programs, the local 
people could only join in the presentations in the evening. This 
gave participants more time to work on their presentations and 
have it ready and set-up for the locals. Twelve local people 
from the Local Council, education sector, local development 
organizations, numberdaar and elders joined us for 
presentation and listened intently to the presentations given by 
LVS participants. This four-hour session ended with healthy 
discussion about the problems and opportunities that these 
valleys encounter and how might we pave way for sustainable 
development. While all projects were appreciated, some of 
these were selected for collaboration with local development 
organizations. Local guests and participants were treated with 
yet another BBQ meal ending with two hour-long bonfire night 
and local music performances. Early next morning, participants 
boarded the coaster and set off for Islamabad via 
Babusar Pass, exploring yet another beautiful valley in 
Northern Pakistan. 
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Food gatherings under the sky

On the way to Borith Lake

Sitting at an old threshing area in Hussaini

Workshop Sessions         
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PROPOSALS & 
OUTREACH

Waste Management 

Sustainable House 

Indigenous Practices and Patterns Catalog

CPEC; a closer look in Gojal Valley

Culinary Innovations

By Hamnah Jillani 

By Danial Khyzer 

LVS Team 

Aqsa Khalid 

Tahreem Hafeez Butt 

This is an exploratory research with an aim to investigate 
people’s understanding of waste in traditional and subsistence 
economy. Moreover, to comprehend how the ecology of
villages is being transformed owing to the shift towards 
market economy and what practices are being adopted to 
manage waste, which is new for the system? Interviews were 
conducted with local people to figure out the current practic-
es. This work is an attempt to propose sustainable solutions 
for the community.

Having researched and studied the pattern language of Gojal 
Valley, Danial’s proposed a house design based on the 
cultural practices and built patterns on Gojal Valley. The 
planning and design takes into account the climate and 
weather conditions of the valley. 

Audio Visual Cultures assignment led participants to identify 
practices and patterns through the field research conducted in 
Gulmit, Ghulkin and Hussaini. The extensive list 
contains the products used and made, craft of the area, 
building techniques, practices, folklore, knowledge and us-
age of herbs etc. While all participants carried out research, 
special team for Practices compilation included Faryal Arif, 
Batool Ali, Fatiha Hamid and Zainab Nasir. Architecture 
Patterns were compiled by Zeeshan Ghani, Khadija Sial, 
Mazhar Hassan and Faryal Ali. 

My project was related to the potential impacts of CPEC on 
the gulmit village. The project was intially focused upon the 
attitudes of people to the change that was coming. This was 
further linked to the history of development in Gojal in 
relation to the Aga Khan development Network. Furthermore, 
I identified the negative impacts of CPEC with close 
relation to the influx of tourism and the heavy transportation. 
I also highlighted some positive aspects of CPEC and how its 
already helping the people living in Gulmit.

Food is a symbol of religion, social status, culture and 
traditions which include indigenous practices and hospitality. 
Methods of food preparation, storing, serving and eating food 
has been evolving with the availability of local ingredients such 
as excessive apricot oil, Bakla, butter, cheese, yogurt and 
mulberry. Through this exploratory research the shift in 
kitchen utensils and use of space has been mapped and how 
these shifts have resulted loss of traditional food. 

During the Visiting School, participants are encouraged to 
work on individual inquiries, which may lead to a project. 
Thorough collective crit sessions and individual tutorials with 
LVS core team directed participants to develop their projects. 
Following are some projects proposed by the participants, 

Presentations on the final day

Fatiha preparing sheets with group; Faryal, Somana, Ghani & Zahra 

  Tahreem presenting
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Improvising Embroidery 

Preserving Folklores 

Sarah Hashmi 

Ahsan Ali 

In Gojal valley one can find traditional embroidery in every 
house hold in a shape of a cap, wall hangings, cushions or a 
picture of an Ibex .It’s their way of art therapy. Women are 
still using the traditional designs. Tourists buy these embroi-
dered objects as a souvenir. I developed a training manual 
for these woman so they can create their own designs from 
the objects they use on daily basis. There are some very easy 
drawing lessons and exercises in the manual. The new designs 
will attract more tourists.

The researcher aims to preserve the heritage of mitigation 
strategies in case of disasters. Project focuses on the intangible 
heritage(mitigation strategies i.e stories, tales, cultural and 
religious connotations). The project will document the 
intangible mitigation strategies in a form of report, and later it 
can be converted into other mediums i.e illustrations, comics or 
audio stories etc. This will impact as an addition to the 
knowledge body and will benefit people from various fields. 

Locals keenly listening to the presentations 

Somana, Hassan and Sarmad showing Disaster Awareness games 
to locals

Core Team L to R; Hassan, Danial, Sarmad, Abdullah, Zahra, Fatima, 
Faryal, Batool

Disaster Games 
Somana Riaz, Mariam Asghar, Sarmad Shafiq, 
Fatima Hussain, Zahra Hussain
Information collected for developing Hazard profile of 
Hussaini Village led the participants to develop Disaster 
Awareness games for local chidlren. Three games were 
designed and developed; hopsotch, cards game and boardgame 
that will enable children to learn what steps to take in case 
of a hazard or disaster. These games were appreciated by the 
local community.

Other projects adressed several issues; 
Effective village boundaries by Hassan Ali, 
Pastoral system by Saeda Begum, 
Farming system by Fizza Batool, 
Preserving local music digitally by Ayesha Kamal , 
Knowledge practices by Hamza and 
Women empowerment by Hadya Amir. Laajverd Vsiting School 
is currently in conversation with some local organizations to 
further develop projects for the benefit of local community. 

LVS core-team appreciates the support provided by Principal 
NCA - Dr Murtaza Jafri, the Institute of Hazard, Risk and 
Resilience at Durham University UK, Babar Khan at WWF, 
Salmanuddin at Focus Humanitarian, Nazir Bulbul, 
Shakeel Beeg, Fazal Bhai, Shakeel Khan and the local people in 
Gulmit, Ghulkin and Hussaini who welcomed us warmly. 

Sarmad developing Disaster game | Sarah Hasmi presenting her work



Laajverd Visiting School is an initiative to engage bachelor 
students and mid career professionals in rigorous field research. 
This encourages them to critically analyze the culture, environ-
ment and people of that area. This helps them reflect upon their 
own position in an increasingly urbanized and globalized world 
while understanding the challenges faced by local cultures and 
traditions. For the locals, we try to make them aware of their 

environment and also do on-site impromptu workshops in areas 
where we can assist them through the LVS outreach program. 
The LVS believes in a two-way learning model where the locals 
and visiting participants engage a healthy dialogue for knowlege 
production. Participants are engaged in a healthy dialogue of 

learning, understanding and sharing knowledge 
for a better future. 

The organization Laajverd (since 2007) is 
directly related to and dealing with cultural 

development in regional areas. Laajverd has been 
experimenting with cultural creative 

communication strategies in order to engage with 
the communities undergoing conflict; the 
activities and outcomes are also based on 

creative output. Laajverd works with youth, 
women and communities at large. The projects 

are creative in nature and are driven by 
rigourous research and critical analysis. 


