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1. PI Name and Contact Details  

Ms. Floor Huisman, 2nd year PhD student  
Department of Archaeology, Durham University, South Road, DH1 3LN. 

2. Research Team 

 Dr. Elena Burgos-Martínez, early career researcher, Department of 
Anthropology  

Dr. Burgos-Martínez research interests focus on conceptualisations of the 
environment, semantic expansion, agency and vernacular ethnicity in 
intersection between different cultural groups.  

 Mr. Andrew Telford, 3rd year PhD student, Department of Geography  
Mr. Telford’s research explores American identity in climate security 
discourses. This includes representations of US nationhood in discussions 
of climate insecurities (e.g. resource scarcities, conflict, and territorial loss 
from sea-level rise), as well as racialized identities in climate-induced 
migration discourse.  

 Mr. Peter Brown, 2nd year PhD student, Department of Archaeology  
Mr. Brown’s investigates the impact of natural disasters on medieval society 
and the responses this triggered through an interdisciplinary approach 
which combines archaeological evidence with documentary sources.  

 Mr. Edward Treasure, 1st year PhD student, Department of Archaeology  
Mr. Treasure’s research focuses on the impact of the Islamic conquest of 
the Iberian Peninsula on diets and agriculture, studied through 
archaeobotanical remains.  

3. Summary of Research Undertaken 

Climate change is one of the biggest challenges facing humanity today. With its many 
facets, ranging from (paleo-) environmental studies to the impacts of climate change 
and human resilience both in the past and present, climate change provides numerous 
themes which may be explored in a cross-disciplinary manner. Seeking to foster 
interdisciplinary engagement on the subject of climate change, the ‘Climate Change 
and Human Society’ conference brought together postgraduates and early career 
researchers across the social sciences and arts/humanities to discuss the wider socio-
ecological relations between climate change and human societies in the past, present 
and future.  
 
The conference, taking place on 4-5 December 2015, brought together PhD and early 
career researchers in archaeology and related disciplines. This inter-disciplinary 
perspective, integrating various lines of evidence, allowed for a range of historical, 
social and geographical perspectives to be brought to bear on this important issue.  
 



The conference opened on the evening of 4th December with a keynote lecture by 
Prof. van de Noort (University of Reading), a specialist in climate change Archaeology, 
followed by informal drinks and an optional meal, allowing delegates to meet and 
discuss their research.  
 
The main body of the conference was scheduled over the next day, with three sessions 
of papers, each followed by a discussion, a second keynote lecture by Dr. Baldwin 
(Geography, Durham University) and a roundtable discussion at the end of the 
afternoon. This was followed by a wine reception and an optional meal, allowing for 
further networking opportunities.  
 
A total of 43 delegates (mostly postgraduate students, but also staff and a few 
professionals) in Archaeology, Anthropology, Geography, History, international 
Development, Geology, History, Languages and Law attended the whole or parts of 
the conference. Speakers included postgraduate students and early career 
researchers from England (Coventry, London, Southampton, Cambridge, Oxford, St. 
Andrews, Newcastle and Durham) and the Czech Republic (Brno). 

4. Four bullet points about key outcomes 

 Established an interdisciplinary network for early career climate change 
researchers  

 Identified several shared interests/research themes (e.g. identity, temporality, 
and agency)  

 Stressed the need for research on climate change impacts, perceptions and 
science at multiple spatial and temporal scales  

 Identified the need for archaeological contributions to the current climate 
change debate  

5. Impact 

Outcomes created:  

 The establishment of an early career climate change research community  

 A public Facebook group, which is used on a regular basis by its members to 
advertise relevant conferences and events  

 
Planned outputs include:  

 A joint written feature in the IHRR newsletter  

 Possibility of a joint paper in the IAS postgraduate journal  

 Targeting of non-specialist audiences through online forum such as The 
Conversation  

6. Further Research 

We have multiple avenues for further collaboration (outlined in the ‘planned outputs’ 

above) and are exploring possibilities for future research and events, including guest 

lectures and the organisation of an interdisciplinary discussion group. 


