
Introduction to International Boundaries: 
Definition, Delimitation and
Dispute Resolution 

Online Training Course

IBRU’s online training courses complement our world-renowned professional training workshops

Our online training courses feature IBRU and Durham University academics, as well as invited expert
guest practitioners, and provide broad introductions to core topics in international boundaries. 

IBRU’s online courses are designed to be completed at your own leisure, at a time and
place convenient to you.



INTRODUCTION

Who should attend?
• Junior ministers
• Diplomatic support staff

• Legal advisors 
• Commercial litigators

• Technical advisors
• Consultants and researchers

TUTORS

EXPERT GUEST PRACTITIONERS

International boundaries continue to be a major source of friction between neighbouring states. Many land boundaries remain poorly defined 
and fewer than half of the world’s potential maritime boundaries have been fully agreed. Governments recognise the value of clearly-defined 
boundaries, yet the political, economic and social complexities of boundary regions, as well as the details of topography and history, often make 
resolving competing territorial and jurisdictional claims extraordinarily difficult.

This online video course provides a simple, contextual overview of international boundaries and the practical measures that can be taken to 
resolve international boundary disputes. 

Through a series of short online lectures and a final practical exercise, the course explores the relevance of borders and then looks at land and 
maritime boundary disputes, before exploring methods available for dispute resolution.

In addition to serving as a standalone overview of topics surrounding boundary disputes, the course may also be taken as a foundation or 
refresher prior to attending one of IBRU’s practitioner-led, face-to-face workshops.

Although the course is designed with the working professional in mind, it is also appropriate for students and academics who seek to 
deepen their knowledge of this fascinating topic at the intersection of Geography, History, International Relations, and Law.

Professor Philip Steinberg, Professor of  Political Geography and Director of IBRU, Durham University, joined 
IBRU in September 2013. Phil has written extensively on the history of the law of the sea and its 
development in the context of regional and global uses and perceptions of maritime space. Phil has 
published widely on this topic and in related areas of communications law and Polar politics, with 
research funded by the U.S. National Science Foundation, the European Commission, the Leverhulme 
Trust, and the International Council for Canadian Studies. He has authored over fifty journal 
publications and authored or edited six books including The Social Construction of the Ocean, 
Contesting the Arctic, and Territory Beyond Terra. He is Professor of Political Geography at Durham 
University where, in addition to serving as Director of IBRU, he directed the Project on Indeterminate 
and Changing Environments: Law, the Anthropocene, and the World (the ICE LAW Project) and currently 
directs the Durham Arctic Research Centre for Training and Interdisciplinary Collaboration 
(DurhamARCTIC).

Dr Henry Jones, Assistant Professor of Law, Durham Law School, Durham University, is an expert in the 
history and spatiality of international law, both its theory and practice. His work addresses contemporary 
problems by revealing how things came to be this way, and how they could be different. His research to 
date has consisted of two main strands, the first in the intellectual history of international law and how 
key ideas in the discipline developed in practice. The second is into the material basis of international 
law, particularly in historical connections between property law and international law. He is currently 
conducting archival research into border dispute resolution in former British colonies. He has published 
in several leading international journals and presented his work at major conferences in the UK, Europe, 
North America and Australia. He was recently a visiting research fellow at Melbourne Law School for 
Spring 2017. He has been a member of IBRU since 2013.

Professor Martin Pratt, Director, Bordermap Consulting, is an internationally-respected expert in 
boundary-making, border management and territorial dispute resolution, with over twenty years' 
experience working with governments, international organisations, businesses, scholars and 
practitioners around the world to resolve and prevent boundary-related conflict. He has extensive 
practical experience in maritime boundary negotiations and third-party adjudication of boundary and 
sovereignty disputes. Martin worked at IBRU from 1994-2015, leading the Centre's consultancy and 
professional training programmes for over a decade, and he remains an Honorary Professor in Geography 
at Durham University.

Mr John Brown, Law of the Sea Consultant, Cooley LLP, retired as Head of the Law of the Sea Group from 
the UK Hydrographic Office in 2016 and joined Cooley LLP. John began his sea-going career in 1974 
and trained as a navigating officer, joining the UK Hydrographic Office in 1993 after working as a 
surveyor in the offshore industry for several years. He joined the small team of internationally acknowl-
edged experts in the Law of the Sea Group at the end of 2002 where he advised UK Government depart-
ments on Law of the Sea matters and provided technical input to UK maritime zone legislation, and 
acted as technical expert during several successful major illegal fishery prosecutions which culminated 
in record fines against the plaintiffs. John has worked with several foreign governments on maritime 
delimitation, baselines and maritime zones and has taken part in a number of boundary negotiations; 
both bilateral and third party adjudication – including acting on behalf of Nicaragua as Scientific and 
Technical Advisor at the International Court of Justice. He has also been a member of the UK delegation 
during boundary negotiations.



• Introduction to Boundaries 

• States and Territories 

• The Continuing Relevance of Borders 

• From Borders to Boundaries…and Back Again

• Boundary Disputes 

• Boundary Practitioner Martin Pratt on Land  

 Boundaries: ‘Practical Considerations in Land  

 Boundary Definition and Recovery’

•  UNCLOS and the Limits of Maritime Zones

• Maritime Boundary Delimitation

• Boundary Practitioner John Brown on Maritime  

 Boundaries: 'Clear as Mud: Low Tide   

 Elevations, Equidistance Lines and Baselines'

• Methods of International Dispute Resolution 

• International Dispute Resolution under UNCLOS           

• Boundary Delimitation Exercise  

IBRU reserves the right to modify the programme and tutors
as necessary without prior notice to participants
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PROGRAMME

To book your place on the online course please book online via our
website:

https://www.dur.ac.uk/ibru/workshops/online/ 

You will be sent to a payment page where you can give your details and
pay for the course.

The email you give at this stage will be the email you will use to log in
to the online portal.

Once you have booked and paid for the course, you will be sent a link to
the online portal along with a password to access the course.
Please allow up to 48 hours for the password to be generated and access
granted. At a weekend this will take longer as access can only be granted
Monday-Friday. Your 30 days will begin on the date when you are emailed
the password.

What will it cost?
The cost of the online course is £215 per person.
If you are currently studying, the cost of the online course for a 
student is £100 per person.

The fee includes access to the online learning portal for 30 days 
to complete the course and access to the lead course tutors for 
questions, clarification and feedback on your end of course 
practical exercise.

If you need to extend your access to the online portal for an 
additional 10 days, this is possible at an additional cost of £55 
per person.

How to book

Contact Information
If you have any questions about the online training please contact the IBRU Team

IBRU: Centre for Borders Research, Department of Geography,
Durham University, DH1 3LE, United Kingdom

Tel:  +44 (1)191 334 1965
Email: ibru.admin@durham.ac.uk 

Web: www.durham.ac.uk/ibru/workshops/online

The course consists of almost four hours of video content and concludes with a delimitation exercise where participants argue why a 
delimitation line should be drawn at a specific location, as well as outlining negotiation strategy and preferred dispute resolution venue.

The video presentations cover the following themes: 


