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Participant Biographies 
 

 

Dr Simone Abram, Reader in Energy Studies, Department of Anthropology, Durham University is 

also Reader in Tourism at Leeds Metropolitan University where she is PI on a HERA (Humanities in 

the European Research Area) research project entitled Arctic Encounters: Contemporary 

Travel/Writing in the European High North. (arcticencounters.net) Simone has published widely on 

issues related to governance and planning, including Rationalities of Planning (Ashgate), Culture and 

Planning (Ashgate) and edited volumes including Elusive Promises (Ashgate) and Anthropological 

Perspectives on Local Development (Routledge) as well as numerous journals articles and special 

issues. She has conducted ethnographic fieldwork in Norway, England and France. Simone is editor 

of ASAonline, and is a guest blogger for Savage Minds.  

 

 

 

Dr James Baker, Senior Lecturer, Department of Defence and International Affairs, the Royal 

Military Academy Sandhurst holds an MA and PhD in Political Science from the University of British 

Columbia, along with a Graduate Diploma in Law from City University, London and an undergraduate 

degree in International Relations from the University of St Andrews. His PhD research focused on the 

law and norms that regulate the use of force in international society, particularly as they relate to 

maritime claims and disputes. At the University of British Columbia, he took part in an ArcticNet 

project that investigated the law and politics of Canadian Arctic Ocean seabed jurisdiction. His work 

for the project focused on the Beaufort Sea maritime boundary dispute and the legal status of the 

ridges of the central Arctic Ocean. He has published in the journal Ocean Development and 

International Law and contributed to the book International Law and the Arctic, published by 

Cambridge University Press. 

 

 

 

Professor Gavin Bridge, Professor of Economic Geography, Durham University has research 

expertise in the political economy of natural resources. His research centres on the spatial and 

temporal dynamics of extractive industries - oil, gas and mining - and has been funded by the US 

National Science Foundation, the National Geographic Society, the European Commission, UK Energy 

Research Centre and British Academy. It includes work in the Americas on land-use changes 

associated with mining exploration and investment, research on organisational and geographical 

restructuring of the international oil sector, and a collaborative project to understand the 

implications for UK energy security of an evolving ‘global’ market for natural gas.  Gavin is co-author, 

with Philippe Le Billon, of Oil published by Polity Press and co-editor of the forthcoming Routledge 

Handbook of Political Ecology. He is Editor of Transactions of the Institute of British Geographers.  

 



 

Professor Brenda Chalfin, Professor of Anthropology and African Studies, University of Florida 

holds a PhD from the University of Pennsylvania and a BA from Amherst College. Brenda’s areas of 

expertise are Political and Economic Anthropology with a focus on West Africa, state-processes, 

sovereignty, security, maritime frontiers, urban planning, waste and the built environment, and 

neoliberal reform. Brenda is the author of two monographs, Shea Butter Republic: State Power, 

Global Markets and the Making of an Indigenous Commodity (Routledge, 2004) and Neoliberal 

Frontiers: An Ethnography of Sovereignty in West Africa (University of Chicago, 2010), along 

with  scholarly articles in Current Anthropology, American Ethnologist, Africa, and Politique Africaine, 

among other journals. She is currently engaged in two major research projects: one on urban 

infrastructure and public life in Ghana’s port-city of Tema and another on emerging modalities of 

off-shore governance related to deep-water oil prospecting in the western Gulf of Guinea. Her 

article, “Public Things, excremental politics and the infrastructure of bare life in Ghana’s city of 

Tema,” was recently published in American Ethnologist (41/1). This summer Brenda is co-directing a 

Social Science Research Council (US) workshop: "Oceanic Studies: Seas as Sites and Subjects of 

Interdisciplinary Inquiry."  

 

 

 

Dr Kate Coddington, Research Associate, IBRU, Durham University recently joined IBRU as Post-

Doctoral Research Associate. Kate received her PhD in Geography from Syracuse University in 2014. 

Her dissertation research focused on approaches to public policy dealing with migrants and 

postcolonial governance that influence processes of bordering, national identity, citizenship, and 

belonging. In her dissertation project, she examined the consequences of policies of enclosure for 

two populations in Australia's Northern Territory: asylum seekers experiencing mandatory detention 

and Aboriginal populations restricted under the terms of the 2007 Northern Territory Emergency 

Response legislation. This project also draws from research she has conducted on migrant detention 

in Australia and Indonesia as part of the multi-year, collaborative Island Detention Project (PI Alison 

Mountz) supported by the US National Science Foundation. Goals for the collaborative project 

include mapping migrant movements as well as corresponding state enforcement practices.  

 

 

Professor Adriana Craciun, Professor of English, University of California, Riverside previously 

taught in the UK at the University of Nottingham and at Birkbeck, University of London, where she 

was Reader in Literature and Theory. In 2014-2015 Adriana has been named UCLA Clark Professor, 

and with Professor Mary Terrall has curated a series of events at the Clark Library on Exploration, 

Encounters and the Circulation of Knowledge for 2014-15. Adriana directs the University of California 

Multi-campus Research Group on “The Material Cultures of Knowledge” (materialcultures.ucr.edu), 

and has curated several recent conference series: “Things: 18th Century Material Cultures” which 

led to the edited volume The Material Cultures of Enlightenment Arts and Cultures (Palgrave, 

forthcoming 2015). From 2009-2011, Adriana organized the 6 event series, “The Disorder of Things: 

Predisciplinarity and the Divisions of Knowledge,” which produced a special issue of Eighteenth-

Century Studies (Oct. 2011). Her current book, Northwest Passages: Arctic Disaster and the Cultures 

of Exploration (under consideration), examines the roles played by print, manuscript, and collecting 

practices in Arctic exploration, from the late seventeenth century through the late nineteenth 

century. Adriana’s work in progress focuses on 21st-century recuperations of and extensions of 

Enlightenment projects in exploration and the sciences, focusing on the Arctic. She is a partner in the 

“Arctic Modernities” research group, funded by the Polar Programme of the Norwegian Research 

Council (2013-2016) and Adriana been awarded research fellowships from the National Endowment 

for the Humanities, the Arts and Humanities Research Council (UK), the National Maritime Museum 

(UK), the Canadian government, the University of Limerick (Ireland), and the University of California. 

 



 

Ms Justiina Dahl, Researcher, PhDc. Department of Political and Social Sciences, European 

University Institute looks at ‘What kind of a role is the Arctic region narrated to play in the future 

global universe in the policy documents of different Arctic states, how, and why?’ as the starting 

point in her PhD that tries to open up the relationships between science, technology and more 

traditional power and identity politics in policy making and International Relations’ theorizing.  In her 

work, Justiina investigates specific instances when the North has gained political prominence as a 

source of greatness, and how these horizons of expectations were not, in the end, turned into 

successful spaces of experience.  

 

 

 

Professor Elizabeth (Beth) DeSombre, Professor of Environmental Studies and Director, 

Environmental Studies Program, Wellesley College researches international environmental politics 

and law, with a focus on issues of the global commons. Recent projects have involved the impact of 

flag-of-convenience shipping, the regulation of international fisheries, protection of the ozone layer, 

and global environmental institutions generally. Her first book, Domestic Sources of International 

Environmental Policy: Industry, Environmentalists, and U.S. Power (MIT Press, 2000), won the 2001 

Chadwick F. Alger Prize for the best book published in the area of international organization, and the 

2001 Lynton Caldwell Award for the best book published on environmental policy. Other books 

include Flagging Standards: Globalization and Environmental, Safety, and Labor Regulations at Sea 

(MIT Press, 2006) and Global Environmental Institutions (Routledge, 2006), and two recent books on 

the global politics of fishery conservation, Saving Global Fisheries (MIT Press, 2013) and Fish (Polity, 

2011) co-authored with J. Samuel Barkin. She is also a touring folk singer-songwriter who has 

recorded two CDs. 

 

 

 

Professor Klaus Dodds, Professor of Geopolitics at Royal Holloway, University of London 

researches in the areas of geopolitics, media/popular culture and the international governance of 

the Antarctic and the Arctic. Klaus has published many books including The Antarctic: A Very Short 

Introduction (Oxford University Press 2012), Geopolitics: A Very Short Introduction (Oxford University 

Press, 2007), Global Geopolitics: A Critical Introduction (Pearson Education, 2005) and Pink Ice: 

Britain and the South Atlantic Empire (I B Tauris, 2002) and co-edited The Ashgate Research 

Companion to Critical Geopolitics (Ashgate 2013), Spaces of Security and Insecurity (Ashgate 2009), 

Observant States: Geopolitics and Visual Culture (I B Tauris 2009), Geopolitical Traditions (Routledge 

2000) as well as editorial collections on the subjects of Polar Geopolitics (Edward Elgar) and 

Canadian Arctic Policies and Strategies (CCI Press, University of Alberta). In November 2005, he was 

awarded the Philip Leverhulme Prize for his achievements in the fields of geopolitics and human 

geography. In academic year 2010-11, he was a visiting fellow at St Cross College, Oxford and HARC 

fellow at Royal Holloway. In October 2012, Klaus was elected Academician of the Academy of Social 

Sciences (AcSS). Since 2010, he has been the Editor of The Geographical Journal.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Professor Stuart Elden, Professor of Political Theory and Geography, University of Warwick was 

previously Professor of Political Geography at Durham University and Academic Director of IBRU. As 

part of his role at Warwick he spends one term a year at Monash University and at the Centre for 

Urban Science and Progress at New York University. He is the author of five books, including Terror 

and Territory: The Spatial Extent of Sovereignty (University of Minnesota Press, 2009) and The Birth 

of Territory (University of Chicago Press, 2013). He has also edited seven books on a range of 

thinkers in social/spatial theory. He is one of the editors of the journal Environment and Planning D: 

Society and Space. Stuart is currently working on a range of projects, including books on Foucault 

and Shakespeare, and thinking how his work on territory relates to urban questions and to 

geopolitics. The last of these suggests that geopolitics needs to take the term more literally; in how 

in looking at the politics of the ‘geo’ we need to take the material nature of the earth more seriously. 

This would include things like the built environment, terrain, land, rivers, water and ice. He blogs at 

www.progressivegeographies.com and is one of the contributors to www.societyandspace.com  

 

 

Dr Henry Jones, Lecturer, Durham University Law School teaches Trusts and Equity and Legal 

History. He holds an LLB and LLM from the University of Sheffield and a PhD from the University of 

Leicester, awarded in December 2013. His PhD thesis, entitled 'Unequal from the Start: A History of 

International Law in the Context of Colonialism', told an alternative history of some familiar aspects 

of international law. In particular it addressed Grotius and trade, Locke and property, and Kant and 

morality. The aim was to engage constructively with contemporary international law from a critical 

and post-colonial perspective, using history. His current research builds on this approach, but also 

adds a concern with space. Henry’s most recent publication, ‘The Radical Use of History in the Study 

of International Law’, is forthcoming in the Finnish Yearbook of International Law. 

 

 

Professor Stephanie C. Kane, Professor in the School of Global and International Studies, Indiana 

University is a cultural anthropologist who researches and writes about the environmental and 

social justice dimensions of urban water ecology, culture and infrastructure.  In the Port City Water 

Project, the subject of her 2012 book Where Rivers Meet the Sea (Temple UP),  Stephanie develops a 

comparative, cross-cultural framework for understanding contemporary dilemmas from the points 

of view of neighbourhood activists, scientists and government officials. Building on this cross-cultural 

framework, her current research approaches climate change and disaster through a focus on 

flooding. In Fall 2015, as Research Chair in Environmental Sciences at Richardson College, University 

of Winnipeg under the Fulbright program, Stephanie will move inland to flood-prone North 

American Prairies. There, she will study the infrastructure of river diversion as a vital security system, 

a built environment and a contradictory social practice that links the city to its hinterlands. For 

additional publications on water, see articles in Human Organization, Political and Legal 

Anthropology Review, Journal of Folklore Research, Crime Media Culture and forthcoming, in Social 

Text; chapters in Comparative Decision Making (2013), Routledge International Handbook of Green 

Criminology (2013); Transforming Urban Waterfronts (2011) and Popular Culture, Crime, and Social 

Control (2010); and photo-essays, e.g., with Claudia Michler, “Drawing Violence,” Anthropology 

News 53(7), 2012. For Stephanie’s early work among the Emberá, an indigenous people subsisting in 

the interior of the Darién forest, see The Phantom Gringo Boat: Shamanism and Development in 

Panama (Smithsonian IP, 1
st
 ed. 1994; Cybereditions, 2

nd
 ed. 2004). 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Professor Stuart Kaye, Director and Professor of Law, Australian National Centre for Ocean 

Resources and Security, University of Wollongong, is the Academic Leader of the University’s 

research effort in Sustaining Oceans and Coastal Communities within the University’s Global 

Challenges Program.  Prior to this appointment Stuart was Dean and Winthrop Professor of Law at 

the University of Western Australia, held a Chair in Law at the University of Melbourne and was 

Dean of Law at the University of Wollongong. Stuart holds degrees in arts and law from the 

University of Sydney and a doctorate in law from Dalhousie University. Stuart is admitted as a 

barrister of the Supreme Courts of New South Wales, Tasmania and Queensland and has written a 

number of books, including Australia's Maritime Boundaries, The Torres Strait, as well as co-

authoring International Law – Cases and Material with Australian Perspectives for Cambridge 

University Press. Stuart was appointed to the International Hydrographic Organization's Panel of 

Experts on Maritime Boundary Delimitation in 1995 and in 2000 was appointed to the List of 

Arbitrators under the Environmental Protocol to the Antarctic Treaty. He was chair of the Australian 

International Humanitarian Law Committee from 2003 to 2009, for which he was awarded the 

Australian Red Cross Society Distinguished Service Medal. He was elected a Fellow of the Royal 

Geographical Society in 2007 and the Australian Academy of Law in 2011.  He holds the rank of 

Commander in the Royal Australian Navy Reserve, principally providing advice in respect of 

operations and international law. 

 

 

Professor Timo Koivurova, Research Professor and Director of the Northern Institute for 

Environmental and Minority Law, Arctic Centre/University of Lapland is a legal researcher who has 

worked on issues related to e.g. environmental impact assessment, climate change law, mining law, 

the interplay between  different levels of environmental law, legal status of indigenous peoples etc. 

Timo has done general work in these issue-areas but also more focused research in the Arctic region. 

He has led many international research projects, served in several scientific publications (e.g. as an 

editor-in-chief of the Yearbook of Polar Law, Brill). He has also been involved as an expert in several 

international processes globally and in the Arctic region. 

 

 

 

Professor Mark Nuttall, Professor and Henry Marshall Tory Chair, Department of Anthropology, 

University of Alberta is also Professor of Climate and Society at Ilisimatusarfik/University of 

Greenland and the Greenland Institute of Natural Resources in Nuuk, where he is co-lead of the 

Greenland Climate Research Centre (GCRC) and directs the Climate and Society Research Group. He 

was previously Professor of Social Anthropology at the University of Aberdeen and Academy of 

Finland Distinguished Professor at the University of Oulu. Mark has carried out research and 

fieldwork in Greenland, Canada, Alaska, Finland and Scotland and has theoretical interests in human-

environment relations, identity, place, extractive industries, and climate change. He is a PI for a four-

year EU-funded project called ICE-ARC (Ice, Climate and Economics—Arctic Research on Change), 

based out of GCRC, and is involved in extensive fieldwork in the Qaanaaq, Upernavik and 

Uummannaq areas of northwest Greenland. He is closely involved in discussions in Greenland on 

extractive industries. As an example of this work, Mark is co-leading a project investigating possible 

disturbance effects of oil and gas exploration activities on the hunt of narwhals in Melville Bay. 

Working with hunters from Kullorsuaq and Savissivik, the study will contribute to scientific 

understanding of migratory narwhals, inform social and environmental impact assessments, and will 

develop a new methodology for strengthening local community involvement in work that 

contributes to the environmental review process for oil exploration and potential exploitation, as 

well as governance decision-making processes and ecosystem-based management.    

 

 



 

Professor Hari Osofsky Professor of Law, University of Minnesota is also the 2013-14 Fesler-

Lampert Chair in Urban and Regional Affairs; the Director of the Energy Transition Lab; and the 

Director of the Joint Degree Program in Law, Science, and Technology at the University of 

Minnesota.  Hari is on the faculty of the Conservation Biology Graduate Program, an adjunct 

professor in the Department of Geography, Environment and Society, and a Fellow with the Institute 

on the Environment. She received a B.A. and a J.D. from Yale University, and a Ph.D. in Geography 

from the University of Oregon.  Osofsky’s scholarship focuses on energy transition and climate 

change. Her books include an edited volume and forthcoming monograph on climate change 

litigation with Cambridge University Press; a casebook on climate change law and policy with Aspen 

Publishers; and a forthcoming casebook on energy law with West Academic Publishing.  Her 

numerous articles in leading journals have received peer recognition from both legal scholars and 

geographers.  Osofsky assisted with the Inuit Circumpolar Conference’s petition on climate change 

to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and has supervised course contributions 

assisting many governmental and nongovernmental entities.  Osofsky’s leadership roles include 

chairing the American Association of Law School’s Section on Property, serving as President of the 

Association for Law, Property, and Society, and serving on the Executive Council of the American 

Society of International Law; the International Law Association’s Committee on the Legal Principles 

of Climate Change; and the Board of Governors of the Society of American Law Teachers.   

 

 

Professor Joe Painter, Professor of Geography, Geography Department, Durham University holds a 

BA from the University of Cambridge and a PhD from the Open University. Joe’s research and 

teaching interests lie mainly in political and urban geography, and specifically the everyday 

geographies of the state and citizenship; urban and regional governance and politics; localities 

communities and neighbourhoods; and the relationship between the ideas of sovereignty, territory 

and networks. His books include Practising Human Geography (with Paul Cloke et al., Sage, 2004), 

Political Geography (with Alex Jeffrey, Sage, 2009), Wellbeing and Place (edited with Sarah Atkinson 

and Sara Fuller, Ashgate, 2012), and Spatial Politics (edited with David Featherstone, Wiley-

Blackwell, 2013). He is currently a member of the Council of the Royal Geographical Society (with the 

Institute of British Geographers). 

 

 

Professor Donald R. Rothwell, Professor of International Law, and Deputy Dean at the ANU College 

of Law, Australian National University has taught at ANU since July 2006. His research has a specific 

focus on law of the sea, law of the Polar Regions, and implementation of international law within 

Australia as reflected in over 160 articles, book chapters and notes in international and Australian 

publications. Donald has authored, co-authored or edited 19 books including most recently 

International Law: Cases and Materials with Australian Perspectives 2
nd

 (Cambridge University Press, 

2014) with Kaye, Akhtarkhavari and Davis, and Law of the Sea (Edward Elgar, 2013). Major career 

works include The International Law of the Sea (Hart, 2010) with Stephens, and The Polar Regions 

and the Development of International Law (Cambridge University Press, 1996). He is also 

coordinating editor of the Oxford Handbook on the Law of the Sea (forthcoming, 2015) and Co-Editor 

of the Australian Year Book of International Law. In 2012 he was appointed as Rapporteur of the 

International Law Association (ILA) Committee on ‘Baselines under the International Law of the Sea’. 

Donald was previously Challis Professor of International Law and Director of the Sydney Centre for 

International and Global Law, University of Sydney (2004-2006), where he had taught since 1988. He 

has acted as a consultant or been a member of expert groups for UNEP, UNDP, IUCN, the Australian 

Government, and acted as advisor to the International Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW) on the 

matter of Japanese whaling in the Southern Ocean.  

 

 



 

Dr Jessica Shadian, Associated Researcher, the Arctic Centre, University of Lapland also holds a 

visiting scholar position at the University of Tromsø. Jessica’s academic and private sector work 

focuses on the legal implications and governance challenges of Arctic indigenous sovereignty. Her 

scholarly publications have included work on Arctic resource governance, Inuit governance, the role 

of the EU in Arctic affairs and the politics of Arctic science. Jessica holds a PhD in Global Governance 

from the University of Delaware during which she spent one year at the Scott Polar Research 

Institute (SPRI) in Cambridge, UK on a US National Science Foundation grant where she wrote her 

dissertation. Following this Jessica received a postdoctoral fellowship at the Barents Institute in 

Northern Norway before moving to the University of Nordland where she worked as a Senior 

Researcher at the High North Center for Business and Governance. Most recently she was awarded 

an Aarhus Institute for Advanced Studies (AIAS)/ Marie-Curie COFUND fellowship which is expected 

to begin in October 2014. Her latest book (February 2014) is entitled: The Politics of Arctic 

Sovereignty: Oil, Ice, and Inuit Governance by Routledge Press. It is the first academic account of the 

Inuit Circumpolar Council (ICC) and offers a history of Inuit sovereignty reaching back to pre-

European discovery.  

 

 

Dr Anna Stammler-Gossmann, Senior Researcher, Sustainable Development Group, Arctic Centre, 

University of Lapland, Finland is a social anthropologist. Her main interests are local community 

adaptation and vulnerability to social and environmental changes; climate change, social life of 

climate change models, human-nature, human-animal relations; and indigenous and non-indigenous 

identities. One of her current projects focuses on the impact of climate change on the fishery sector 

and multiple meanings of sea water for the coastal communities of Northern Norway and Northern 

Russia. She carried out research from 1995 to 2002 at the Institute for East European Studies of the 

University of Cologne (Germany), in 2003-2004 as a visiting scholar at the Scott Polar Research 

Institute of the University of Cambridge (UK), and in 2009 at the Centre for Northeast Studies of 

Tohoku University (Sendai, Japan). Since 2005 Dr. Stammler-Gossmann has worked at the Arctic 

Centre. Her research sites have covered different parts of Fennoscandia (Lapland /Finland and 

Finnmark, Svalbard/Norway), Northwest Russia (the Murmansk region and the Nenets Autonomous 

District), and the Russian Far East (the Republic of Sakha Yakutia and the Kamchatka region), Iceland 

and Greenland. She has conducted fieldwork in several regions across the North.  Recent 

publications include: Stammler-Gossmann, Anna. 2010. Chapter 6. 'Translating' vulnerability at the 

community level: Case study from the Russian North. Hovelsrud G.K., Smit B. (Eds.), Community 

Adaptation and Vulnerability in Arctic Regions. Berlin:Springer, chapter 6, p.131-162.; Stammler-

Gossmann, Anna. 2012. The Big Water of a Small River: Flood Experiences and a Community Agenda 

for Change. Chapter 4.  Tennberg. M. (Ed.) Governing the Uncertain in the Arctic: Adaptation and 

Climate Change in Russia and Finland, pp.55-82.; Stammler-Gossmann, Anna. 2013. Changing 

Barents Sea and Coastal Communities: Expedition to the High Arctic. ACCESS Newsletter 5. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Professor Philip Steinberg, Professor of Political Geography & Director of IBRU, Durham University 

has written extensively on the history of the law of the sea and its development in the context of 

regional and global uses and perceptions of maritime space. He has published widely on this topic 

and in related areas of communications law and Polar politics, with research being funded by the 

U.S. National Science Foundation, the European Commission, and the International Council for 

Canadian Studies. Prior to his position at Durham, Phil taught for sixteen years at Florida State 

University, punctuated by fellowships at the New York Public Library’s Cullman Center for Scholars 

and Writers, the University of California, Santa Cruz’ Center for Cutltural Studies, the Newberry 

Library, the American Geographical Society Collection, and the University of Wisconsin-Madison’s 

History of Cartography Project. He has authored or edited six books including The Social Construction 

of the Ocean (Cambridge University Press, 2001), Managing the Infosphere: Governance, 

Technology, and Cultural Practice in Motion, Temple University Press, 2008), What Is a City? 

Rethinking the Urban after Hurricane Katrina (University of Georgia Press, 2008), and Contesting the 

Arctic: Politics and Imaginaries in the Circumpolar North, forthcoming from IB Tauris). His most 

recent journal publications have been in Ocean Development & International Law and Polar Record 

with recent or forthcoming book chapters in Polar Geopolitics? Knowledge, Resources, and Legal 

Regimes (Edward Elgar), Water Worlds: Human Geographies of the Ocean (Ashgate), Documenting 

International Relations (Routledge), Cargomobilities: Moving Materials in a Global Age (Routledge), 

International Relations and the Arctic: Understanding Policy and Governance (Cambria), and 

Seascapes: Shaped by the Sea: Embodied Narratives and Fluid Geographies (Ashgate). Phil also 

serves as Associated Editor of the journal Political Geography. 

 

 

Dr Jeppe Strandsbjerg, Associate Professor, Department of Business Politics, Copenhagen Business 

School has interests in the concept of space in International Relations, Arctic geopolitics, 

globalisation and the state, and state identity and state formation. Currently Jeppe’s research covers 

two main areas; Arctic Geopolitics where he is interested in the political processes deciding the 

distribution sovereign rights in the Arctic. He believes the interplay between diplomacy, maritime 

law and geo-science represents a fascinating case of contemporary geopolitics. At the same time, 

climate change and the future increased socio-economic activity in the region turns the Arctic into a 

globalisation laboratory. Jeppe’s other main theoretical interest is the spatiality of the sovereign 

territorial state. He is interested in discovering if it was possible, historically, for the state to be 

defined in territorial terms, what did this imply in terms of our relationship to geographical space 

and how might the territorial state be challenged (or not) by current globalisation processes. 

Previous publications have included "Cartopolitics, Geopolitics and Boundaries in the Arctic." 

Geopolitics (2012) 17(4): 818-842; Territory, Globalization and International Relations: The 

Cartographic reality of space (2010) Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan; and “Surveying the Field of 

State Territory” in Nielsen, Kristian Hvidtfelt; Harbsmeier, Michael; Ries, Christopher J. (eds.): 

Scientists and Scholars in the Field: Studies in the History of Fieldwork and Expeditions, Aarhus 

Universitetsforla, (2012). 

 

 

 

 


