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Most of the time and energy of the negotiators and policy makers of India and
Pakistan are spent on resolving the conflict in Kashmir and, in particular, in defusing
the confrontation on the Siachen glaciers. As a result, other conflicts such as Sir
Creek and Tulbul/Wular navigation in Kashmir tend to be accorded a lower priority
and are, in effect, neglected. This article deals with the dispute over Sir Creek, in the
Kutch area, located in the western most part of India bordering with Sind in Pakistan.
The Sir Creek issue also has a direct bearing on the as yet undelimited maritime
boundary between India and Pakistan because the definition of the land boundary in
the Sir Creek area will in turn determine where the maritime boundary intersects the
coast.

The dispute over Sir Creek can be traced back to the pre-independence period, to
around 1908, when an argument ensued between the rulers of Kutch and Sind over a
pile of firewood lying on the banks of a creek dividing the two principalities. The
dispute was taken up by the government of Bombay state, which, in 1914, resolved
the dispute supported by Map Number B44 and subsequently B74.1 Nothing
significant happened in the next 40-50 years, and the dispute came alive again only
in the 1960s.

Sir Creek, can be called a fluctuating tidal channel or an estuary, which is sixty-
miles-long, situated in the marshes of the Rann of Kutch. The Rann lies on the border
between the Indian state of Gujarat and the Pakistani province of Sind. In 1965, after
armed clashes, Pakistan asserted that half of the Rann along the 24th parallel was
Pakistani territory. India countered that the boundary ran roughly along the northern
edge of the Rann. The matter was referred to international tribunal for arbitration.
The Tribunal known as the Indo-Pakistani Western Boundary Case Tribunal
announced its Award on 19 February 1968, upheld 90% of India’s claim to the entire
Rann, conceding small sectors to Pakistan.

The Sir Creek dispute originated after the parties had agreed before the Kutch
tribunal to limit their larger dispute over the Rann to the boundary in the north. Well
to the south lay an agreed boundary that began at the head of Sir Creek and ran a
short distance eastward roughly along the 24th parallel. However, India’s contention
was that this line moved up sharply at a right angle to meet the northern boundary of
the Rann. Pakistan sought to extend the line further eastward and claim half of the
Rann along the 24th parallel. The sole issue, therefore, was whether the short agreed
boundary from the head of Sir Creek went all the way east or rose at a right angle at
its western end to reach the northern limit of the Rann. The tribunal accepted India’s
case that it did turn north and that almost the entire Rann was Indian. The dispute
hinges on the demarcation of the boundary from “the mouth of Sir Creek to the top of
Sir Creek” and from “the top of the Sir Creek eastwards to a point (on land)
designated as the Western Terminus.” The boundary thereafter has been fixed. A.G.
Noorani writes:

That the short agreed border from the head of Sir Creek eastward was
excluded from the tribunal’s consideration was understandable.
Unfortunately, the parties agreed also to exclude the boundary from the
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