
   

 

Transforming The Way We Think:  
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the decennial of Durham University’s  
Institute of Advanced Study (IAS) 
Thursday 23 June 2016 

 

The decennial of Durham’s Institute of Advanced 
Study (IAS) brought together Durham alumni, 
former IAS fellows, donors, academics, policy 
makers, members of both Houses of Parliament, 
and other supporters on an historic evening at the 
House of Lords, for both the country and the IAS, 
to celebrate ten years of transformational thinking 
and to launch the book written by the IAS 
Directorate and guest contributors, Transforming 
The Way We Think. 

 
Photographs from the event are available on the University’s Flickr site. 
 
The book’s cover shows Cosin’s Hall, the home of the IAS, situated on Palace 
Green within the grounds of Durham’s World Heritage Site, visually inviting the 
reader through the intricate Georgian portal to explore the IAS’s research themes 
over the last decade and some of the work each has generated. 
 

Ten years ago, to commemorate Durham University’s 
175th Anniversary, the IAS was established to provide a 
foundation for Durham’s interdisciplinary research. In the 
decade since, the Institute has gained worldwide 
recognition as a creative environment which supports 
transformational thinking across disciplinary boundaries, 
and as a hub of expertise in enabling interdisciplinary 
collaboration. 
 
The IAS was founded in the tradition of earlier institutes, 
which began with Princeton in 1930, committed to the free 
pursuit of ideas and founded in the wake of a global crisis 
as an investment in the capacity of the human mind to 
imagine, and work towards, a better world.  
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At the core of the IAS’s efforts is a prestigious international fellowship programme, 
cultivation of new interdisciplinary research at Durham and diverse public and policy 
events, largely, but not exclusively, focused around an annual theme. 
 
Outcomes of this decade-long practice have made an impact through the 
University’s published research in response to the increasing complexity of global 
issues. 

At the House of Lords, leading researchers from 
Durham University and guest scholars presented 
some of the exciting results of their work. Several 
key projects, The Ordered Universe, Hearing the 
Voice and Biofuels, Science and Society were 
exhibited around the Terrace in project hubs which 
offered a tangible insight into the research outputs 
of the IAS.  
 

 
Bringing together networks of interdisciplinary researchers, the IAS often works in 
partnership with other research institutes in Durham, and has supported its Institute 
of Medieval and Early Modern Studies (IMEMS) in fostering The Ordered Universe 
project, whose representatives at the event were Professors Giles Gasper and Tom 
McLeish, among others.   
 
Dedicated to fresh and original examinations of medieval science through 
collaborations between the sciences and the humanities, the project focuses on 
interdisciplinary interpretations of the scientific works of the remarkable English 
thinker Robert Grosseteste, who lived in a period in which new ideas about nature, 
humanity and the ordering of life were cascading into the West from the ancient 
world and earlier medieval Jewish and Islamic traditions of thought. These medieval 
narratives have highlighted fundamental questions as important now as they were in 
the thirteenth century. 

Biofuels, Science and Society was a sub-
theme programme within two of the IAS annual 
Futures themes from 2010-12. The IAS helped 
the Durham Energy Institute (DEI) and the 
Institute of Hazard Risk and Resilience (IHRR) 
to draw together people from across the 
biofuels debate, including policy advisers, 
economists, social scientists, psychologists, 
geographers and legal experts as well as 
biologists, engineers and chemists, to discuss 

the complex issues raised by biofuels, and to seek ways forward in the existing 
economic, social and environmental climate.  
 
Professor Chris Greenwell and IAS fellow alumnus Professor Kevin Flynn of 
Swansea University led the academic representation during the evening. 



Hearing the Voice is an interdisciplinary project 
on people’s diverse experiences of voice-
hearing. It grew from an IAS-supported project in 
the 2008-09 Being Human theme, and was fully 
developed in the Futures II 2011-12 year with 
lead academics Professor Charles Fernyhough 
and Dr Angela Woods (in attendance at the 
event). They collaborated with an international 
research team, based at Durham University, 
including academics from cognitive 

neuroscience, cultural studies, English literature, medical humanities and 
philosophy.  
 
They are aiming to better understand the experience of voice-hearing by looking at it 
from different academic perspectives and working with clinicians, mental health 
professionals and people who actually hear voices. The team hopes their insights 
will lead to increased awareness amongst the public and health professionals, 
reduce stigma and discrimination, and ultimately benefit people who hear voices and 
those who care for, and about, them. 

The IAS’s gracious host for the evening, Lord 
Henley, welcomed guests and introduced 
Durham University’s Vice-Chancellor, Professor 
Stuart Corbridge, who in turn introduced the 
IAS’s Directors: Professor Veronica Strang, 
Executive Director, and the co-Directors, 
representing the three Faculties in Durham: 
Professor Nicholas Saul, Arts and Humanities; 
Professor Robert Barton, Social Sciences; 
Professor Martin Ward, Science. The Vice-

Chancellor thanked those gathered for their continuing support of the IAS and 
assured them that the University was committed to pursuing innovative approaches 
to interdisciplinary research. 

As a founding investor in Durham’s IAS and 
Chair of its Development Board, Robert Court 
described the vision he has helped to define and 
support over the past ten years: to create an 
Institute that goes to the very heart of what 
universities should be doing – providing an 
environment that generates original ideas which 
can increase our understanding of the many 
complex issues which surround societies today. 

 
Robert’s generous gifts to the IAS, in concert with those of fellow members of the 
IAS Development Board, and others who believe in this ground breaking 
development at Durham, were the foundation for his impassioned appeal for the 
additional financial support vital to enable the IAS to continue to define and carve out 
new pathways for transformational thinking.   



Professor Veronica Strang, Executive Director, 
shared with the audience the privilege she feels in 
looking after the IAS, experiencing what happens 
when astronomers learn from poets; when 
historians join forces with physicists; or when 
neuroscientists and psychologists work together 
with anthropologists and theologians to create 
projects that not only address complex social and 
environmental problems, but, as the IAS fellows 

say, ‘transform the way we think’. 

She concluded by acknowledging Durham 
University’s vision in continuing to value original 
and adventurous research. She recognised the 
dedicated Co-Directors and staff of the IAS; the 
Vice-Chancellor and other University colleagues 
who participated in the event; and the IAS 
Development Board, thanking in particular those 
who sponsored the 10th Anniversary book: 
Transforming The Way We Think. A copy of the 

book was presented to guests upon their departure. 
 
Special Thanks  
 
The IAS, its Advisory Council and the Development and Alumni Relations Office 
(DARO) wish to recognise the key contributions the IAS Development Board has 
made over the past decade, in partnership with the IAS, to achieve its aims. The 
Development Board joined in to extend special thanks to long-term member Graham 
Barker for the essential activity he undertook to deliver – along with our generous 
host Lord Henley – a wonderful event to celebrate the IAS’s 10th Anniversary.  

Celebrating the IAS into the Next Decade  

The University’s leadership demonstrated great 
foresight and commitment in establishing the 
IAS a decade ago, now at the forefront of this 
prestigious area of study in the higher 
education sector. The Institute benefits from 
gifts from a group of dedicated supporters and 
receives its core funding from Durham 
University.  

 
 
The Institute aims to leverage its growing reputation as a global pioneer in 
interdisciplinary research to attract individuals, companies and organisations who 
wish to invest in developing transformational, ideas-based thinking. Continuing to 
generate these transformative thought pathways is essential to reinforcing Durham’s 
reputation to serve as a pre-eminent international resource partner in addressing 
world issues of major intellectual, public and policy interest into the next decade.  
 
If you would like to learn more about ways you can support the innovative work of 



the IAS through your contribution or if you wish to make a gift, please contact: 

 
Lesley Murray 
Development Officer (IAS)  
Telephone: +44 (0)191 334 6244 Mobile: +44 (0) 7770 763 015 
Email: lesley.murray@durham.ac.uk  
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