
                              
 

Is Water Good for our Health? 
 

A joint seminar hosted by the Durham Forum for Health 
 and the Institute of Advanced Study, Durham University 

 

3rd June 2010 
 

5.00 Arrival and Tea and Coffee, 5.30 Start, Hot Buffet at 7.30 
 

Penthouse Suite, Collingwood College, Durham University 

 
 
Water is said to be good for us. Is that always the case? Flooding seems to be on the 
increase; what are its impacts on health? The composition of water may be altered by 
addition or subtraction of chemicals; how far should this go and could money be saved by 
less purification of water? Could health be improved by the widespread addition of 
substances which are good for us?  
 
This Public event, the finale of the Institute’s programme under it’s 2009-10 annual theme 
‘Water’ will discuss these and other issues raised by an expert panel of speakers who will 
tackle major and controversial issues in an engaging way.There will be ample opportunity 
for audience participation. 
 

Programme  
 

Welcome : Professor Ash Amin, Executive Director, Institute of Advanced Study, 
Durham University 

Seminar Chair: Dr Sarah Pearce, Chairman, Durham Forum for Health 

 
Sir Derek Wanless – Chairman, Northumbrian Water 

 "The value of clean water. Good health? Good economics?" 
 

Professor Sarah Curtis, Durham University 
“ Water: its ambivalent relationship to health and health care” 

 
Dr John Bridgeman, Birmingham University  

“Bugs or By-products? Getting the balance right in water treatment” 
 

 

Discussion followed by Hot Buffet 
 

To book your place at this lively meeting that brings together leading thinkers and 
practitioners from different fields please complete this form. The event is free of charge and 

open to Staff, Students, Professionals and members of the Public. 
 

 
 



 
Please book me onto  
DFH/IAS 3rd June: Is Water Good for our Health? 
 
 
 
Name_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address__________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone ______________________        E-mail_______________________________ 
 
 
I do/do not wish to stay for the hot buffet (delete as appropriate) 
 
To book, send the completed form or the information requested to Dr Alexis Chuck at: 
alexis.chuck@cddft.nhs.uk  
or Telephone 0191 333 2588 
or Department of Rheumatology, University Hospital of North Durham, DH1 5TW 
 
You will receive confirmation and directions. 
 
There is NO Charge for this event but for catering purposes we do need to know numbers, please 
rsvp by Thursday 27th May 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ 
 
 
The Durham Forum for Health provides a multidisciplinary forum for professionals and students with 
an interest in physical, mental, spiritual or social health to discuss issues of health interest and raise 
the profile of health related issues in its locality. The Friends of the Forum in 2010 are County 
Durham and Darlington NHS Foundation Trust, Durham County Council, NHS County Durham, 
NHS Innovations North, North East Strategic Health Authority, and Tees, Esk, and Wear Valleys 
NHS Foundation Trust, and the Wolfson Institute, Durham University. 
 
The Institute of Advanced Study was established in October 2006 to mark the 175th anniversary of 
Durham University. It is a prestigious, ideas-based Institute that brings together some of the world’s 
finest researchers from every discipline to examine themes of major intellectual, scientific, political 
and practical significance.  
 


