
The response of Departments to Covid-19  

Members of the Durham University’s community have responded to the Coronavirus (Covid-19) 

pandemic in many ways. An example of one Department – the Department of Sociology 

shows the significant work that has been carried out during this period. 

 Sarah Banks secured research funding to explore global impacts for ethics in social work 

practice as a result of Covid-19 

 Kelly Johnson has submitted an UKRI bid with Katrin Hohl at London City University to 

run a project titled ‘Responding to the Covid-19 domestic abuse crisis: developing a 

rapid police evidence base’ 

 Nicole Westmarland and Stephen Burrell gained funding to start a project on male 

victims of domestic violence during Covid-19 

 Stephen Burrell and Sandy Ruxton have conducted a survey of the impact of Covid-19 

on work with men and boys in Europe and have been commissioned to write a report on 

the topic by international NGO Promundo 

 Hannah King is working with colleagues in SGIA and Huddersfield University 

investigating the impact of the COVID-19 crisis and lockdown on young people (14-30 

years old) in the North East 

 Nicole Westmarland has advised Universities UK on working with universities to 

increase the safety of staff and students during and after Covid-19 and will speak at their 

first webinar on the topic 

 Catherine Donovan’s work with national LGBT DVA organisations to produce guidance 

for friends and family worried about their LGB and/or T friends/relatives experiencing or 

perpetrating violence/abuse during lockdown  

 Lisa Mckenzie is documenting the everyday experiences of working-class people in 

lockdown based on research diaries they have been developing 

 Nicole Westmarland and Rosie Bellini’s developed a new webinar series on responding 

to domestic abuse perpetrators during Covid-19 and their research influenced new 

guidelines developed for this work 

 Kim Jamie’s work on laboratory life in lockdown 

 Brian Castellani’s collaborative work: The COVID-19 Community Health and Social Care 

Modelling Team is under the guidance of our respective Executive Deans, Jacqui 

Ramagge (Science) and Charlotte Clarke (Social Sciences and Health) as part of the 

contribution of the Wolfson Research Institute for Health and Wellbeing and the Institute 

of Data Sciences to the University’s Health@Durham strategy, as well as supported by 

the Research and Innovation Services, Marketing and Communications and CECAN 

(Centre for the study of Complexity Across the Nexus). The team is led by Dr Camila 

Caiado (Dept Maths) and Professor Brian Castellani, with the purpose of creating a 

series of tools and dashboards that Trusts and Councils can use to help support 

decision and planning accordingly. We would also like to acknowledge the outstanding 

contribution of Dr Jennifer Badham, Dr Peter Barbrook-Johnson, Professor Amanda 

Ellison, Dr Andrew Iskauskas, Dr Bernard Piette, Dr Rachel Oughton, and Dr Corey 

Schimpf. 

 Keming Yang is conducting research on the impacts of Covid-19 on family life under 

lockdown 

  



 Three Conversation articles have been published by Sociology staff -   

o Burrell and Ruxton article https://theconversation.com/coronavirus-reveals-just-

how-deep-macho-stereotypes-run-through-society-134968 

o Westmarland and Bellini article https://theconversation.com/coronavirus-

lockdown-is-a-dangerous-time-for-victims-of-domestic-abuse-heres-what-you-

need-to-know-134072  

o Castellani article https://theconversation.com/coronavirus-why-we-need-local-

models-to-successfully-exit-lockdown-138358  

 

 Male Victims of Domestic Abuse and COVID-19 - Professor Nicole Westmarland 
(Professor of Criminology and Director of the Centre for Research into Violence and 
Abuse) and Dr Stephen Burrell (ESRC Postdoctoral Fellow in the Department of 
Sociology) together with other CRiVA researchers are starting a piece of research with 
the organisation Respect about how their Men’s Advice Line service for male victims of 
domestic abuse is being affected during the Covid-19 crisis. Their phoneline and e-mail 
support services have seen significant increases in demand during the pandemic. This 
research will involve observing calls and anonymised e-mails to the helpline to 
understand: the experiences of male victim-survivors of domestic abuse during this time; 
the key areas of service demand that are linked to the pandemic; and to provide 
recommendations for the development of interventions for male victim-survivors based 
on their needs. 
 

 Understanding how gender norms and inequalities are influencing and being 
exacerbated by the Covid-19 pandemic' if that helps - Burrell is also working with 
Sandy Ruxton, an Honorary Fellow in the Department of Sociology, to understand how 
men and masculinities are being impacted and are in turn shaping the pandemic. They 
are currently working with the MenEngage Europe network to conduct a survey to find 
out how work with men and boys to build gender equality in Europe is being affected by 
Covid-19. They are also writing a 25-page briefing paper for the international NGO 
Promundo entitled ‘Making the Connections: Men, Masculinities and the Covid-19 
Crisis’. This is based around an initial piece they wrote for The Conversation entitled 
‘Coronavirus reveals just how deep macho stereotypes run through society’ which 
received 26,000 readers. They are also producing some training resources for the UK 
White Ribbon campaign about the role that men and boys can play in preventing 
violence against women during the crisis. In addition, Burrell is working with the local 
Community Interest Company Changing Relations to develop a new piece of training for 
businesses and organisations, together with an accompanying awareness-raising 
campaign, about how gender norms and inequalities are shaping the pandemic and our 
responses to it, and how these feed into social harms such as domestic abuse. 
 

 Title: Youth Under Lockdown in the North East - Team: Hannah King (Sociology), 
Emma Murphy (SGIA), Rob MacDonald (Huddersfield).                                                 
The study investigates the impact of the COVID-19 crisis and lockdown on young people 
(14-30 years old) in the North East. Over 800 participants have completed the survey 
and over 150 have registered for a follow-up interview since it was launched in late April 
and promoted by BBC Look North. The team are working with key regional partners to 
progress the research (Children North East and the North East Youth Alliance) and in 
discussion with government departments and national organisations about developing 
their agendas in this area based on our results. The research aims to explore young 
people's experiences of the crisis, inform media debate (through work with the BBC) and 
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provide usable data for organisations that support young people in their immediate and 
future intervention planning. 
 

 

 Responding to the Covid-19 domestic abuse crisis: developing a rapid police 

evidence base (Johnson and Hohl) - The project provides a near real-time evidence 

base to inform the police approach to the apparent surge in domestic violence and 

abuse (DA) triggered by the Covid-19 lockdown in the UK. 

 

Police case file data from seven diverse police forces are pooled to track the impact of 

the pandemic on DA, analysing changes in the risk factors, frequency, nature and profile 

of DA reported to police. These changes are mapped closely to shifts in the restrictions 

imposed during lockdown, transitional phases and post lockdown, when DA calls to 

police are expected to spike. The proposed study is the largest and most rigorous 

analysis of police DA case file data conducted anywhere in the world to date. 

 

The statistical analysis is complemented by regular focused semi-structured phone 

interviews with police officers, to identify emerging challenges and best practice in the 

frontline response to DA. The mixed-methods study addresses urgent questions on the 

impact of Covid-19 on DA, which may have significant implications for the complex task 

of accurate police risk assessment, victim safeguarding, and criminal prosecution as the 

Covid-19 pandemic evolves. 

 

The Home Office, the National Police Chiefs Council (NPCC), and College of Policing 

(CoP) are project partners and constitute direct links to critical decision-makers and 

provide direct routes to impact. A timely and evidence-based development of a police 

strategy is urgently needed to address the emerging DA crisis and its devastating, long- 

lasting consequences for victims and their children. 

 

 


