
Private Andrew Wilson - Durham Light Infantry 

Just over one hundred years ago, on April 26th, 1915, a student teacher from Bede College, Andrew 
Wilson, died at a dressing station after being severely wounded during the Battle of the 
Gravenstafel Ridge.  This was the earliest conflict of the Second Battle of Ypres. 

The author became aware of Andrew’s story during his research into a war memorial, known as the 
“Roll of Honour”, held within Great Bavington United Reformed Church.  Great Bavington URC is 
the oldest former Presbyterian church still used for worship in Northumberland, and the second 
oldest in England.  It lies at the heart of a tiny village within rural Northumberland some sixteen 
miles north of Hexham and sixteen miles west of Morpeth. 

The Great Bavington ‘Roll of Honour’ consists of a single handwritten column on white card within 
a simple black frame   Nineteen local men who served in WW1 are inscribed under the sub-title 
‘The Great War 1914-1918’.  Eight men, who lost their lives in the conflict, are then inscribed under 
the sub-title ‘Roll of Heroes’.  The memorial hangs between two windows on the south side of the 
church.  Andrew Wilson is the final name included on the memorial. 
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Andrew Wilson was born on March 5th, 1894 at Hartburn, Northumberland but his mother died 
while he was young.  The 1901 census shows his father, also Andrew Wilson, as a widower being 
helped by his sister and the family living at the Cottage at Sweethope, Northumberland.  His father 
was an itinerant shepherd so the family moved frequently with his work.     

 

GREAT BAVINGTON SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPH FROM MAY 1905 - ANDREW WILSON FIRST ON LEFT 
IN MIDDLE ROW 

1901 CENSUS - ANDREW WILSON AGED 7 LIVING AT SWEETHOPE



While at Sweethope Andrew attended Great Bavington School, some two miles away, across the 
Northumberland fells.  The Great Bavington School Managers’ Minutes from July 6th 1906 state 
that Andrew Wilson had passed the school exam and was eligible for a minor bursary.  Andrew 
therefore attended King Edward’s Grammar School in Morpeth as a boarder. 

By 1911 Andrew was a student lodging with his Uncle and Aunt Dobby and their family at 105 
Scarborough Road, Byker, Newcastle.  In 1912 he was offered a place as a student teacher at Bede 
Teacher Training College in Durham.  While at college he joined the college military unit, affiliated 
with the Durham Light Infantry, with whom he trained part time. He qualified as a teacher in 1914.  
During the time of his studies he was also a student teacher at Kirkwhelpington School (a larger 
village just over three miles from Great Bavington). 

Andrew was enrolled as a Private in Company B of the Durham Light Infantry and left Folkestone 
for Boulogne on April 19th, 1915.  He marched into action near Ypres on April 23rd.  He died on 
April 26th when his and the adjoining companies came under sustained attack by the German 
forces.  A detailed analysis of Andrew’s movements in France and the events of April 26th have 
been researched and published by his grandson, Ian Wilson in the Commemorative 1914 – 1918 
Journal of the Northumberland and Durham family History Society Journal , Autumn 2014, Volume 
39, Number 3.  Andrew’s father and stepmother were still living at Mirlaw House, Capheaton, near 
Great Bavington at the time of Andrew’s death. 

In addition to the Great Bavington “Roll of Heroes” Andrew is commemorated in several other 
places.  His name is recorded on the Menin Gate memorial Panels 36/38.  He is also remembered on 
a family stone in Kirkharle churchyard, the Kirkwhelpington War Memorial, the Bede College 
WW1 memorial and in the college chapel. 
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