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WELCOME FROM OUR SENIOR POVD REP 
 

Hello everyone! 

My name is Leah, and I am your Senior Post Offer Visit Day (POVD) 

Rep this year.  

I wish more than anything that I could be welcoming you to Hatfield 

in person, but alas, we’ll have to save all the excitement for when 

you join us in September for Freshers’ Week.  

We’ve tried to make your POVD as interactive as possible this year, 

so ask as many questions as you can, get involved, and use this time 

to network with other potential Hatfielders. I met my best friend 

on POVD 2 years ago, so I can’t stress enough how exciting and 

important it is to throw yourself into the experience.  

Hatfield is the second oldest college in Durham, and that prestige 

doesn’t come without some quirky traditions. From ‘spooning’ and 

‘pennying’ at formals, to water fights and pot banging on Hatfield 

Day, we don’t do anything by halves. Part of the magic of Hatfield 

is the Hatfield Spirit. Our motto is ‘Vel Primus Del Cum Primus’, which we interpret as ‘be the best you 

can be’, tying in with our overall message, #AllOneHatfield. When you enter through the gates on the 

first day of term, you are joining the Hatfield family, and the experiences you will get whilst at Hatfield, 

and even after graduation, will be unrivalled. 

At Hatfield, you’ll have the chance to experience the unforgettable and try new things. Our wealthy range 

of Sports and Societies leaves little undiscovered, from rowing to Hatfield Create, Ultimate Frisbee, and 

Kinky Jeff, there is little you can’t try at a collegiate level. And if you can’t find it in the wider University 

community, why not start it yourself?  

Hatfield aims to give you the most enriched experience possible, with people by your side every step of 

the way. The support in college is unwavering, as we have the incredible Welfare Team made up of 

students for the students. Their campaigns throughout the year promote mental wellbeing, sexual heath, 

motivation, and a wide range of other topics. Their drop-in hours are perfect for a de-stress, chat, or 

just for some biscuits, and their Tea and Toast evenings occur after every formal, which are the perfect 

opportunity to meet new people and have a midnight slice of Biscoff toast.  

I can’t praise Hatfield enough. The experiences I have had in the last year and a half as a Hatfielder will 

go with me forever. I hope you enjoy your first taste of Hatfield life, and I can promise you that the real 

thing will exceed your wildest imagination. I am, first and foremost, a Hatfielder, then a Durham 

University student. 

Enjoy your next few months doing whatever it is you are doing this year, and I can’t wait to meet you all 

in September. If you have any questions in the meantime, no matter how small or trivial, please don’t 

hesitate to reach out to me. 

Hatfield Love, 

Leah 

leah.t.collins@durham.ac.uk  
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GET IN TOUCH! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Facebook: HatfieldCollegeJCR 

Twitter: @HatfieldCollege or @HatfieldCollegeJCR 

Instagram: @hatfieldcollege or @hatfieldcollegeJCR 

See also: 

- http://www.hatfieldjcr.co.uk/ 
- https://www.dur.ac.uk/hatfield.college/ 

 

http://www.hatfieldjcr.co.uk/
https://www.dur.ac.uk/hatfield.college/


THE ‘LEGEND’ THAT IS HATFIELD 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Hatfield was founded in 1846 and is the second oldest college in the University. We 
combine historical roots and traditions with a thoroughly modern outlook. 

 

Durham is unusual for having a collegiate system, which allows a strong sense of 
community. This is hugely advantageous for the needs of students. From the moment 
you arrive you will be welcomed into Hatfield’s friendly, valued and supportive 
community. Our community spirit makes us stand out. There is something for 
everyone here, ranging from sports to music, to theatre and charity work, as well 
as organising student events. 

 

Amongst our traditions, we are well-known for our formal dinners, which you can 
choose to attend. They start with a fanfare of ‘spooning’ and are followed by ‘College 
songs’ in the Bar. College events, matches and concerts are well- attended. Social 
events take place often and include trips to Newcastle, theatre trips, informal balls, 
quizzes and jazz evenings. 

 

Hatfield combines hard work and academic achievement with excellent sporting 
success, a wide variety of extra-curricular activities, and an exciting social scene. So 
welcome to Hatfield: in the words of our motto, ‘Be the best you can be’! 

 

 

 



HATFIELD FACILITIES 
 

 

● Multifunctional social space, 
including café and bar 

● Library and reading rooms, open 24 
hours 

● Computer Room, including
an iMac, open 24 hours 

● 2 gyms, and regular women-only 
hours 

● Tennis Court 

● TV lounge 

● Boat house and boats 
● Chapel, including an organ 

and piano 

● Music Room 

● Art Room 

● Wi-Fi throughout College 

● Kitchen 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LIVING IN HATFIELD 

ROOMS 
All first-year students are guaranteed accommodation. Hatfield is lucky to occupy a 

picturesque site on the Bailey by a World Heritage Site, but this does mean that 

space is at a premium. We will send all students a questionnaire over the summer 

to help us to allocate student rooms. Some first-year students (less than 40%) share 

a room with another student of the same gender. If you think that you may require 

a single room for medical or pastoral reasons, please indicate this on the 

questionnaire over the summer. It is really important that you complete the 

accommodation preference form before the deadline (usually early 

September), to ensure we allocate you to the most appropriate 

accommodation. 

 

 

 

 



Two of our accommodation blocks, Pace and Jevons, have recently been 

extensively renovated and have single and 

shared rooms with en suite bathroom 

facilities. These blocks also house a kitchen, 

two gyms and a TV room which are available 

for all students to use. 

 

SECURITY 
As far as security goes, Hatfield is very safe. 

With Resident Wardens and Porters in 

each block on site 24/7, a College Officer 

on duty 24/7, and us looking out for each 

other, any problems can generally be sorted 

with ease. We also have locks on external 

doors to 

keep out unwanted visitors, the codes for which you will be given on arrival. We all 

do our best and take responsibility to contribute to everyone’s wellbeing. Don’t 

worry, more guidance on this will be provided in Freshers’ Week. 

 
CARS AND BIKES 
First years are not allowed cars in Durham. In exceptional circumstances, some 

students may apply for a permit from the University. The College has a lockable 

bike shed for all those who want to build up their calves cycling up Durham’s many 

hills. As with most things, you can get a key from the Porters’ Lodge. 

 

MEALS 
Three meals a day, seven days 

a week (during term) are 

included in the college bill and 

ever-popular brunch is served 

on weekends instead of lunch. 

Any member of Hatfield can 

dine in the hall via contactless 

payment. College caters for 

special diets and dietary 

requirements, and college 

catering staff are sympathetic 

to flexible catering. You can ask for late meals if necessary, or get a packed lunch if 

you’re not on site for the day. During the week, students can opt to swipe their 

campus card at University cafes for lunch if you’re out and about. 

 

 

 



FORMALS 
Formal meals are a traditional 

part of Hatfield life, with a 

smart dress code, a symbolic 

Latin grace, gowns and High 

Table. Don’t worry if this is all 

unfamiliar to you, Freshers are 

introduced gently to our 

customs and soon learn to join 

in. In the Michaelmas Term 

(first term), formal dinners are 

held twice each week, on 

Tuesday and Friday.  

In the Epiphany 

Term (second term) this is reduced to mainly Fridays. There are fewer Formal 

dinners during the Easter Term (third term) as students’ focus shifts to 

assessment. 

 

MUSIC, THEATRE & CULTURE FACILITIES 
 

Hatfield is well known for its strong 

musical tradition. Students contribute 

their talents to a wide range of music 

bands such as Kinky Jeff and the Swingers 

(a jazz band). The College has its own 

theatre company, the Lion Theatre 

Company and a non- auditioned choir, 

Hatfield Voices. Hatfield Music Society 

organizes termly concerts for the whole 

college to enjoy. 

 

STUDENT SUPPORT 
Hatfield prides itself on its well-organised and dependable 
welfare and support system. If you are having academic or 
personal problems there are plenty of people ready to 
listen and signpost you to appropriate help, from peer 
support from the JCR Welfare team, to the Senior Tutors 
and Student Support Office. There’s also a range of 
support available from central university services. See 
https://www.dur.ac.uk/experience/support/ for more 
details. 

 

 

https://www.dur.ac.uk/experience/support/


 

 

SHAPED (Supporting Hatfielders’ Academic Progress, Employability and 

Development) 

The student-led programme SHAPED provides personal and career- development 

opportunities available to you as a member of Hatfield College. The programme is 

unique to Hatfield. Find out more at hatfield-shaped.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

AN INCLUSIVE COMMUNITY 
We are #AllOneHatfield, and as such, we have our very own LGBTQ+, Mature, 

Feminist, International and Disability Reps in Hatfield who promote inclusivity across 

College. 

 
 

 HATFIELD CLUBS AND SOCIETIES 

 

Even though you are here to get a good 

degree, Hatfield is about much more than 

academic work. Our advice is to do 

something that you already enjoy, and try 

something new too! Hatfield has a great 

tradition of aiming to succeed in everything 

we do. This is evident when it comes down 

to our clubs and societies. 

 

They are always aiming for the highest levels; whilst doing this they also encourage 

newcomers to sports and to take part in a wide range of activities including drama 

and music. 

 

Students can play sport both at an intensive University level, and amateur level in 

college. College sport is about having fun, getting fit and making new friends! DU 

Sport offers intense training multiple times a week and allows students to perform 

at an elite level. However, college sport allows for a more 



relaxed approach and most students take up a variety of new college sports, such as 

rowing, lacrosse, rounders, ultimate frisbee and running. 
 

The clubs and societies are also where 

some great friendships are formed, as you 

bond with people you might never have met 

otherwise. Sporting-wise, we have almost 

everything you can think of. Durham is also 

a great place to take up Rowing. HCCC is a 

charity committee to be reckoned with and 

Kinky Jeff, the Jazz band, always puts in a 

great performance at College events. 
 

 

 

 

 

THE HATFIELD TRUST 
 

 

The Hatfield Trust supports the College, its future sustainability, and a wide range 
of student opportunities. This support includes: nurturing student development, for 
example through funding internships and awards to attend national and international 
events; enhancing the facilities and physical environment of the College; ensuring 
students from all backgrounds can actively engage in clubs and societies; and 
providing hardship funds for students who experience unexpected difficulties. 
 
This would not be possible without the generous support of our alumni and friends 
of the College. You can find out more about the Trust here: 
http://www.dur.ac.uk/hatfield.college/alumni/trust/ 
 

http://www.dur.ac.uk/hatfield.college/alumni/trust/


 

WHO’S WHO IN HATFIELD 
 

Hatfield has a great team of students and staff to make sure you make the most of 

your time in Durham. You’ll get to know everyone when you arrive, but a few useful 

names and faces are: 
 

Master: Ann MacLarnon 

ann.m.maclarnon@durham.ac.uk   
Professor Ann MacLarnon has been Master of Hatfield College 

since September 2017. She is a Professor in the Anthropology 

Department and is responsible for leading all aspects of college 

life. She is currently Vice President (Biological) for the Royal 

Anthropological Institute and aside from academic interests, Ann 

is a keen amateur violinist. 

 
Acting Vice-Master: Katie Stobbs 

 hatfield.asstmaster@durham.ac.uk 
Katie Stobbs oversees all undergraduate and postgraduate 

student support and wellbeing prosivion, as well as running the 

College’s volunteering and outreach programme.    

 

 
 

 

Acting Assistant Master: Jonathan Rooney (UNTIL APRIL 2020) 

hatfield.vicemaster@durham.ac.uk 
Jonathan Rooney is primarily responsible for student 
enrichment opportunities in College, as well as overseeing the 
College’s mentoring system. Jonathan is also an American 
Football Coach with Team Durham.  

 

 
 

Student Support Office: Brenda Mitchell 
        hatfield.admissions@durham.ac.uk 0191 3342610 

    Brenda manages the admissions process and runs the busy 

    Student Support Office. 
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THE JCR EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 

The Executive Committee (“the Exec”) are members of the college’s 

undergraduate student body, known as the Junior Common Room 

(JCR). They are elected to run the various affairs of the JCR, led by the 

‘Senior Man’, the President of the JCR. The Exec act on your suggestions 

to make Hatfield the best it can possibly be for each member of the 

JCR as well as being the main link between undergraduates and College 

Officers. 
 

 

Senior Man: Symbolic title for our President. Leader of the College Exec and 

communicates between different colleges and senior body of the university. 

Vice President (Discipline): Oversees formals and deputises for the Senior Man. 

Treasurer: Takes care of Junior Common Room (JCR) finance. 
Welfare Officer: Helps maintain student wellbeing. 
Communities’ Officer: Represents minority students and provides 

communication with the Durham Student Union (DSU). 

Sports’ and Societies’ Officer: Oversees the running of sports and societies. 

JCR Secretary: Informs the Junior Common Room (JCR) about recent 

developments across College. 

Events Officer: Organises Junior Common Room (JCR) social events.  

Facilities Officer: Maintains Junior Common Room (JCR) facilities and tech, as well 

as providing input from the JCR to renovations and upgrade. 

JCR Chair: A neutral person within the Exec to guide Exec meetings. 



Chloe Hayes  
Events Officer 

Email: 
hatfield.jcrevents@durham.ac.uk

 Leonor Lopes 
JCR Secretary 

Email: 
hatfield.jcrsecretary@durham.ac.uk

Jonathan Leung 
VP Discipline  

Email:  
hatfield.jcrdiscipline@durham.ac.uk

Jonathan Cherrett 
Facilities Officer 

Email:  
hatfield.jcrfacilities@durham.ac.uk

Rhiannon Melass 
Communities Officer 

Email:  
hatfield.jcrcommunities@durham.ac.uk

Max Hart 
JCR Treasurer 

Email:  
hatfield.jcrtreasurer@durham.ac.uk

Cassie Baptiste 
JCR Chair 

Email:  
hatfield.jcrchair@durham.ac.uk

Dain Bainbridge 
Sports & Societies Officer 

Email:  
hatfield.jcrsportssocieties@durham

.ac.uk 

Junior Common Room 
Executive Committee 2020-2021

Jess Clark 
Welfare Officer 

Email:  
hatfield.jcrwelfareofficer@durham.ac.uk

Sam Goring 
Senior Man 

Email:  
hatfield.seniorman@durham.ac.uk
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