
 
 

HATFIELD COLLEGE 
 

Single and Shared Rooms for First Year Students: 
An Analysis of a Questionnaire sent on 9 May 2008 

 
A significant proportion of the accommodation that Hatfield College offers its 
first year students is occupied by same gender pairs of students. In a typical 
year, the College would expect to house about 112 first-year students (55%) 
in shared rooms and about 92 first-year students (45%) in single rooms. In 
effect, slightly more than half of the College’s first-year students would be in 
shared accommodation. 
 
There has been discussion both in the Division and among the College 
Officers about the wisdom of the College retaining so many rooms that 
students share. Does the fact of shared accommodation in the College put off 
some potential students? Is shared accommodation detrimental to the quality 
of the first-year ‘student experience’ at Hatfield College? 
 
The following is what was said on the questions in the College’s Self 
Evaluation Document:1 The College 
 

recognises that for some prospective students, the idea of sharing a room is an 
unattractive idea. It also recognises (though it has no firm evidence for this) that the 
idea of sharing a room deters some students from choosing the College. In response, 
the College knows that for some students the idea of a shared room is a positive 
reason for choosing the College and anticipated as an antidote to loneliness. The 
College carefully selects who shares with whom and the system works well. Many 
students say that sharing a room in their first year has enhanced the quality of their 
College experience. The number of students who request either a change of room or a 
change of room mate is very small, and seems to be evidence of the success - and 
popularity - of 'the shared room experience'. It is also worth noting that despite having 
100 first years sharing rooms, Hatfield remains one of the most popular colleges for 
applications. In order to obtain an accurate picture of how many prospective students 
are deterred from choosing Hatfield because of the possibility of sharing a room, we will 
request that a question will be added to the Decliners’ Survey to elucidate whether the 
possibility of sharing a room was a factor in not choosing the College and University. 

 
In addition to the research that is to be conducted through the Decliners’ 
Survey, the College Officers felt it would be useful to conduct some research 
of their own into ‘the shared room experience’ among its current first-year 
cohort of students. The Chaplain compiled a simple questionnaire that was 
sent to all first year students on 9 May 2008.  
 
 
                                                 
1 This was written in preparation for the College Review, to be held in June 2008.  
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The aim of the questionnaire was to establish the following: 
 

1. In broad terms, whether the overall quality of the ‘shared room 
experience’ was positive 

2. Whether there was a significant gender differential as to the ‘shared 
room experience’ 

3. Whether the 2007-8 cohort of first-year students recommended the 
College to continue to offer shared accommodation for first-year 
students 

4. Whether students had been apprehensive about sharing a room before 
coming  

5. Whether there was a significant difference between the responses of 
those who had shared a room and those who had not. 

6. Whether there were significant differences of response according to 
whether a first-year student came from a state school or an 
independent school.  

 
166 students responded (81%). This is a very high rate of return and the 
results are a significant expression of the views and experiences of most of 
the first year students living in College. The College Officers regard this as 
providing important data for evaluating the ‘shared room experience’.  
 
Below is an analysis of the findings. 
 
(a) Students in single rooms 
64 (70%) of the 92 students in single rooms replied. Of the students who 
replied 29 were men (45%) and 35 were women (55%); 41% were from state 
schools and 59% from independent schools.  
 
The most significant findings are that  

• 58 students (91%) said that they did not wish that they had shared a 
room. 23 were from state schools (40%) and 35 (60%) were from state 
schools. 26 were men (45%) and 32 were women (55%) 

• 6 students (8%) said they wished that they had shared a room. Of 
these, 3 (50%) were men and 3 (50%) women and 2 (33%) were from 
state schools and 4 (64%) from independent schools.  

• 31 students (48%) said they had been apprehensive about the 
possibility of sharing. Of these 11 (35%) were men and 20 (65%) were 
women. 17 were from independent schools (55%) and 14 from state 
schools (45%). 

 
These findings will be considered later in this report.  
 
(b) Students in shared rooms 
102 (91%) of the students in shared rooms replied. 
Of the students who replied, 43 were men (42%) and 59 were women (58%). 
 
The most significant findings are that: 

• 87 students (86%) recommended that the College should continue to 
provide shared accommodation. 44 were from state schools (51%) and 
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43 were from independent schools (49%). 36 who recommended that 
the College should continue to provide shared accommodation were 
men (41%) and 51 women (59%).  

• 14 students (14%) thought that the College should not continue to 
provide shared accommodation. 4 were from state schools (29%) and 
10 were from independent schools (71%). 5 who thought the College 
should not continue to provide shared accommodation were men 
(36%) and 9 women (64%). (One answer was indeterminate and has 
not been taken into account.) 

• 89 students (89%) said that, overall, they had had a positive 
experience of sharing a room. 44 of the students were from state 
schools (49%) and 45 were from independent schools (51%). 37 who 
had a positive experience of sharing a room were men (42%) and 52 
were women (58%).   

• 11 students (11%) who shared a room said that overall they did not 
have a positive experience of sharing a room. 6 were from state 
schools (55%) and 5 were from independent schools (45%). Of those 
who said that overall they did not have a positive experience, 4 were 
men (36%) and 7 were women (64%). (Two answers were 
indeterminate and have not been taken into account.) 

• 3 of the students who had not had a positive experience of sharing a 
room recommended, nevertheless, that the College should continue to 
offer shared accommodation.  

• 36 (35%) of the students who had shared a room were intending to 
share accommodation with their roommate next year. 20 were from 
state schools (56%) and 16 were from independent schools (44%). Of 
those who will be sharing accommodation with the same person in the 
following year, 25 were women (69%) and 11 were men (31%). 

• 66 students (65%) said they had been apprehensive about the 
possibility of sharing. Of these 24 (36%) were men and 42 (64%) were 
women. 39 were from state schools (59%) and 27 from independent 
schools (41%). 

 
The high rate of return and the clear results of the survey mean that we can 
make some straightforward observations and draw some clear-cut 
conclusions. 
 
First, most (89%) who shared a room regard their experience as ‘positive’ 
overall and one third of students who shared a room intended to share 
accommodation with their roommate in the following year. 86% of students 
who shared a room recommended that the College should continue to offer 
shared accommodation in the future.  
 
The shared room experience is clearly a success and the system the College 
uses to match students in pairs2 is clearly working well. The students are 
enthusiastic about shared room accommodation and clearly do not regard it 
as disadvantageous or detrimental to their student experience. 

                                                 
2 Students are asked to complete a detailed questionnaire before they come.   
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The data (set out in full in Table 1 on page 6) also clearly indicate that 
students from state schools are not disadvantaged by being asked to share 
rooms. Almost exactly half of those who said that overall they had had a 
positive experience of sharing a room were from state schools and almost 
exactly half of those who recommended that the College should continue to 
offer shared accommodation were also from state schools. In other words, 
school background does not appear to affect the ‘shared room experience’.  
 
As for whether there is a significant gender differential in the findings about 
shared accommodation, women students appear to have stronger views 
about the shared room experience, whether as to its continuation or 
discontinuation, whether they have had a positive experience, the degree of 
apprehension felt and whether they will share accommodation with their 
roommate in the following year. The results are set out in full in Table 2 (see 
page 7). There is little more that can be said about the results except that the 
results for each gender are all within twelve percentage points (men 31 – 41% 
and women 58 – 69%) and that neither gender appears to be significantly 
disadvantaged by the fact of shared College accommodation.  
  
There are two other findings about students who share rooms that are 
important. First, and not surprisingly, a significant number (about two thirds) of 
the students who shared a room were apprehensive about sharing a room 
before they came; secondly, there does not appear to be a significant 
difference between state school and independent school pupils about the 
apprehension felt. 
 
The College should celebrate the ‘shared room experience’ and use the 
findings of the questionnaire to reassure potential students that sharing a 
room is a positive experience for most students and that that contributes to 
the quality of ‘student experience’. In particular, I suggest: 
 

1. These findings are referred to in College and JCR literature about 
shared rooms 

2. That the College continues to emphasise the College’s willingness to 
relocate students where there are difficulties. 

3. That the College and JCR websites have presentations by students 
who talk about their hopes and fears about sharing a room and about 
their positive experiences. The shared room experience should be 
marketed as one of the strong points that contributes to the College 
spirit, its strong social relations and the excellent experience it offers its 
students.   

 
A few students referred to the disparity in the quality of the shared room 
accommodation, noting that some of the rooms were larger than others and 
that a few people felt cramped in some of the smaller rooms. I suggest that 
the College critically appraises some of the smaller shared rooms and 
considers whether these rooms should be turned into large single rooms. 
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When it comes to the responses from those in single rooms, the results are, 
on the whole, strikingly dissimilar. Over 90% said that they did not wish they 
had shared a room – from which we can probably infer that they were glad 
they had not shared a room. The principal point of similarity with those who 
shared rooms is that school background does not appear to play a significant 
part in how students evaluated the experience of sharing or not sharing a 
room. Nearly half of those who responded said they had been apprehensive 
about the possibility of sharing a room, and perhaps surprisingly, more 
students from independent schools said they were apprehensive about 
sharing a room than students from state schools. What we can say from this 
is that students from state schools do not appear to have been disadvantaged 
because of the possibility of having to share a room. 
 
Why were almost all those who had not shared a room apparently so pleased 
they had not shared a room – and an almost identical percentage who had 
shared a room so positive about their experience of sharing a room? 
 
Most probably, the reason has to do with what has become a novel 
experience in the twenty-first century, namely, sharing a room when a 
teenager. It seems to be the case that most teenagers have single rooms 
when living at home and that sharing a room is not something teenagers 
typically do except in an occasional way (e.g. at ‘sleepovers’ or after parties).  
 
What the College offers is what potential students regard as new, risky and 
even frightening – an enlargement of their experience that some may regard 
as daunting and even unwelcome. Our findings clearly demonstrate that the 
experience of sharing a room almost always enhances the quality of the 
student experience in College and probably contributes to the social and 
emotional development of those who benefit from the experience. It is 
important that the College markets the shared room experience as a 
significant, rich and exciting developmental opportunity that contributes to the 
‘Durham difference’. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Anthony Bash 
22 May 2008 
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Table 1 
 

Those who Shared Rooms According to School of Origin 
 

 
 State School (%) 

 
Independent School (%) 

The College should 
continue to offer shared 
accommodation 
 

51 49 

The College should not 
continue to offer shared 
accommodation 
 

29 71 

Apprehension felt about 
sharing a room  
 

59 41 

Shared accommodation 
has been a positive 
experience overall 
 

49 51 

Shared accommodation 
has not been a positive 
experience overall 
 

55 45 

Students who will be 
sharing accommodation 
next year with their 
current roommate 
 

56 44 
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Table 2 
 

Comparison of the Findings about Shared Accommodation 
 According to Gender 

 
 
 Men (%) 

 
Women (%) 

The College should 
continue to offer shared 
accommodation 
 

41 59 

The College should not 
continue to offer shared 
accommodation 
 

36 64 

Apprehension felt about 
sharing a room  

36 64 

Shared accommodation 
has been a positive 
experience overall 
 

42 58 

Shared accommodation 
has not been a positive 
experience overall 

36 64 

Students who will be 
sharing accommodation 
next year with their 
current roommate 

31 69 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


