
 

Grey College Virtual Post Offer Visit Day 

Dr Peter Swift, Vice-Master of Grey College 

As Vice-Master here at Grey, a post I combine with an 

Assistant Professorship (in Teaching) in the Physics 

department, I’d like to give you all some more 

information about things we have on offer at Grey 

College, over and above the five #Greyt reasons I 

provided in my video about why you should consider 

coming to Grey College.  

Grey is a wonderful community and a place of 

remarkable and varied #Greytopportunitites! 

Why do our students help-out on Visit Days? 

Normally on a Visit Day, you’d be greeted by myself 

along with the College Master (Tom Allen, who is also a 

Professor of Law) and an array of student helpers in 

their red T-shirts. They are really sad that they can’t be 

here to do it for you this year. Collectively, all of us (bar 

Tom!) have been in your positon as an offer-holder and 

many of us came on Visit Days. I well remember my 

Visit Day back in January 1999 (pre social media!) being 

sat in the dining hall when David Hillary, one of my 

predecessors as Vice-Master, came and spoke to all the 

offer holders. He explained a little about the 

community of a college, and just some of the activities 

we could get involved with if we decided to come to 

Grey as students. On our Visit Days, we would usually 

Figure 1: Myself and Leo, this year’s 
Student Common Room (JCR) 
President at his Graduation Ceremony 
last summer. 



do similar for you all, and through both our website and facebook group of student videos A 

Flavour of Grey, we hope to give you an idea of what type of community Grey is and we 

offer to our students. Those of us already here know that coming to live and work at 

Durham over three or four years will be a truly transformative experience, both 

educationally, but also personally as you are trained, moulded and have your eyes opened. 

What is a College, and importantly why Grey College? 

Grey is one of 16, but soon to be 17 Colleges, when South College opens in October. College 
membership provides you all with: 

 a human-scale community; 

 wide-ranging facilities; 

 a multi-disciplinary learning environment; 

 academic liaison but we don’t do subject-specific teaching; 

 leadership and development opportunities 

Grey will be much more than your home - residential as a first year, but also spiritual, when 

you are out living in rented accommodation in later years across the City - for three of four 

years. College is a way of life, a community of people from across all walks of life, and the 

world. Our community is now 60 years old, with members ranging in age from 18 to 80! All 

our students come here to develop both academically but also through the wider 

experiences on offer to students. Through what we offer, we provide many opportunities 

for you to engage in a transformative personal enrichment journey. A previous Vice-

Chancellor of the University (in effect the CEO of the University) would tell newly-arrived 

students at matriculation, the formal signing on to the University “don’t let your degree get 

in the way of your wider education”. 

How might that work for you? Well taking me as an example, as a student I was heavily 

involved in College and University music and by the end of my studies had done things I 

never thought I would do whilst a student. In particular as an organist besides having 

lessons in the Cathedral I got to play for a number of College services, and most memorably 

played for the memorial service for the first Master of Grey College, Dr Syd Holgate, but I 

also conducted the college choir. Through being part of the committee of one of the 

University choirs, I developed practical skills, and also led that committee as President in my 

final year, organising large-scale concerts in the Cathedral. I also much enjoyed playing 

cricket for College, and as a staff member now get to play against the students in the 

College league. A truly transformative experience! 

The Durham College Offer 

A community, but more of people.  

Many excellent facilities: 



 Fully catered – this means three meals a day, seven days per week; breakfasts are 

continental, lunches (with the option to get this at one of the outlets elsewhere 

across Durham) are a mix of deli options or pasta/curry, with soup, jacket potatoes 

and salad, whilst the evening has a variety of hot options, more soup and salad 

finished off by pudding. 

 There is provision of cleaning; communal areas (including shared bathrooms are 

cleaned throughout the week), whilst study bedrooms also get cleaned on occasion 

throughout the year. 

 Social areas from our JCR, with large TV – great for those important sporting events, 

the bar and shop; Fountains Hall recently re-opened: a multi-purpose space, with 

Chapel, music practice rooms, arts studio; and a recently enlarged and refurbished 

gym. 

Student Opportunities Available 

 Community-wide events, such as formal dinners, when people from across year-

groups come together for a pleasant evening; 

 Sport – we have teams across most sports (six football, plus a female team, five 

netball, cricket, badminton,  male and female rugby for example), and in particular 

in finals and cup matches our teams see crowds of 100 and more students attending 

to support their friends. Recent successes have been in Cricket and Mixed Lacrosse; 

 Volunteering – Grey in the Community is a programme of events for students to get 

involved with and give back; this includes running tea parties for the Elderly of the 

county who live alone (in conjunction with Contact the Elderly), and Sport and 

Activity Days for handicapped children; 

 Arts, Music & Theatre; this includes the largest non-auditioned choir in the 

University, a theatre company and Arts studio; 

 JCR Committees and Governance; 

 Our Opportunities programme, running a range of enrichment events, often hosted 

by Alumni, who come back to give of their time to skill you up or provide 

information on a particular career path; the last term has seen Law, Teaching, 

Finance and NHS Professional Service events. 

 The Grey College Trust provides a range of financial awards to enable students to 

undertake activities outside the classroom. This may be helping with participation 

costs, or enabling the opportunity to undertake a transformative experience away 

from Durham. 

 Supports student groups through Development grants to help purchase equipment 

or to bring in coaching provision. This extends to help with fundraising to support 

student teams and societies; e.g. we supported the boat club to raise over £10 k 

towards a new men’s top IV boat last year. 



 A number of entrance scholarships, applied for in August, offering support to those 

in need, who can offer much through participation in the college community. 

With both College and University activity, students are able to get involved at the level that 

is most appropriate for then – this may be at the almost professional level of the University 

top teams/societies, right down to trying something new in college. At most Universities, 

you can only participate at the top University level; here at Durham, with the College 

system, we have nearly 80 % sporting participation. 

In whatever you undertake, you’ll start as a participant in the first year, perhaps captain a 

team, or get involved with some running in the second, and then take on overall leadership 

in your final year. The possibilities are almost endless. 

 

 


