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Join us
Share our passion for trees? Help us protect 

native woodland and its wildlife at
 woodlandtrust.org.uk/join 

or call 0330 333 5301

For more information about Low Burnhall visit: 
woodlandtrust.org.uk/visiting-woods/find-woods/

Special features in 
Low Burnhall
Dotted around the wood are hidden gems 
waiting to be discovered. Look out for:

• Willow tunnel
• Willow arbour  
• Stone spiral 
• Stone circle 
• Viewpoint feature 
• Bird hide
• Stepping stones
• Willow miner and his wife
• Engine house boiler top (or could it be the 

helmet of a giant Viking?)

Places to visit nearby

Woodland Trust woods: In the Durham area you 
could also visit Hedley Hall (Sunniside) and Fox and 
Parrot Wood (Craghead), St Bede’s and Bright Lea 
Wood (Ouston) or Dora’s wood (Lanchester).

Durham Botanic Garden: This university botanic 
garden is set among beautiful mature woodland. 
Visitors are very welcome to enjoy the garden and 
its living collections. The visitor centre is open daily 
for light refreshments and gifts. The garden can 
be easily accessed on foot by detouring from the 
Sulphur and Salt trail (see map overleaf).

Let’s walk
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Low Burnhall

Willow miner 
– taking a 

well-earned 
rest after  

a long day. 
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Just 3.2km (two miles) 
from Durham city 
centre, Low Burnhall 
is perfect for a 
relaxing woodland 
walk and taking 
in the beautiful 
panoramic 
views across the 
dramatic County 
Durham landscape. 
 
A walk through the wood will reveal fascinating 
features that highlight its vast social history, 
not to mention bright wildflower meadows and 
magnificent old woodland that provides a stunning 
backdrop to the River Wear.

Low Burnhall is a conservation project in action. 
Since buying the land in 2008, the Woodland Trust 
has been transforming it into an inspiring woodland 
habitat, with the help of generous donations. Newly 
planted trees are already establishing well and in a 
few short years will form a canopy tall enough to 
walk under. 

 Wagon Way trail
1.12km (0.7 miles)

This short trail, with a grassy track suitable for 
pushchairs, will guide you through the wood and 
onto a wonderful panoramic viewpoint overlooking 
the River Wear.

The Wagon Way is named after the route taken by 
the Croxdale pit wagons to the nearby railway at 
the top of the hill. The wagons and their loads were 
hauled up the incline by a rope mechanism powered 
by an engine house. You can still see the original 
Wagon Way.

Sulphur and Salt trail
2.3km (1.42 miles)

The route initially follows the Wagon Way trail to 
the viewpoint, then steeply drops down to join the 
public footpath. A landmark stone spiral marks the 
turning point for this walk, doubling back along the 
top edge of the ancient woodland that still clings to 
the steep bank of the river.

The area was once known for its sulphur wells and 
salt springs. Lead miners would visit and drink the 
water, believing it had health benefits. After the 
creation of Croxdale pit, the springs unfortunately 
stopped flowing.

Riverside trail
3.5km (2.16 miles)

As the name suggests, this route follows the 
riverside path along the River Wear, taking you 
through young woodland and newly created 
meadows along the way.

There is plenty of wildlife to spot along the river, 
including sand martins which are a common sight 
in summer as they fly to and from their nests in 
the sandy banks. Look out across the river from 
the shelter of the bird hide to see how many more 
species you can spot.

The Honest Lawyer Hotel is an optional 
refreshment stop before the return leg of your 
walk. Please take care to follow the correct 
way-marked route as the buildings and farms 
you pass are private property.

Exploring Low Burnhall

Meet the miner’s 
wife - a willow 

sculpture that’s 
more than a 

match for her 
willow husband!

Engine house 

boiler top

(yes it does look 

like a giant  

Viking helmet!)
Otters are known  to be present  in the River Wear alongside  Low Burnhall.
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Sand martins are a common sight in summer, flying to and from their nests in the sandy banks of the River Wear.
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Comma butterfly

Steve Kind/WTPL
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Red campion Common knapweed

 The meadows are 

full of wildflowers  

in late spring  

and summer.


