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Environmental Sustainability Strategic Planning Group 

Friday 28th February 2020 

Minutes 

Attendees:   

Dave Harper (Chair), Simon Park, Michael Corner, Michael Harkness, Ninette Harris, Jennie 
Brownlow, Jon Gluyas, Jane Robson, Robert Song, Yvonne Flynn, Richard Thompson, 
Jessica Dunning, Mark Tallentire, Rachel Devlin, Nicky Tonner, Jayne Dixon, Stephen Willis, 
Philip Atkinson, Hugh O’Dowd 

Julie Hughes, Abigail Blenkinsopp (notes) 

Apologies: 

Alister Robson, David Loudon, Joe Elliot, Paul Elliot, Linda Joyce  

1. Welcome 

The Group welcomed new members. 

2. Chairman’s Business  

DH explained that there have been four groups set up and each will have a single UEC 
lead. The four groups are to look at Education, Research, Wider Student Experience and 
Decarbonisation. JG will be leading on the Decarbonisation Group.  

DH informed the Group that the PVC Global has set up a group to look at 17 Sustainable 
Development Goals. JR had attended the initial meeting and will meet with Karen Johnson 
in the near future.  

3. Presentation On Greenspace Branding By Curious12 

Two attendees from Curious12 provided a presentation to the Group. The presentation 
showed possible website improvements including new icons, banners, logos and layouts 
etc. The aim was to encourage interaction and improve communication. 

Feedback from Presentation 

Positive feedback was given by the Group. 

MC liked the idea of encouraging individuals to share what they have done each day to 
help the environment.   

JR added that the website examples had an inclusive feel and highlighted that helping the 
environment is achievable for all.  

JG highlighted the use of an image of a cow in a logo. He reminded the Group that they 
will need to be mindful which images are used. Curious12 confirmed that this had been 
used as an example and a more suitable image bank could be created by the Group. 

DH pointed out that the examples would encourage better communication which is what 
they are looking for.  

SP mentioned that the new website update is scheduled for November, meaning we may 
miss the People and Planet deadline. SP suggested that an annual Sustainability report 
could be produced to highlight the work done. MT explained that although the new website 
won’t be ready to use until November, improvements can still be made to the current 
Greenspace website. SP and MT are to meet once the People and Planet confirm their 
review date. Action: SP & MT 

Overall excellent feedback from the Group. 
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4. Minutes 

The Minutes from the meeting held 2nd December 2019 were discussed and approved.  

5. Matters Arising From The Minutes 

Please refer to the Action Table for the meeting held on 2nd December 2019 

2018/92 Biodiversity Assessments  

SW confirmed that the situation has improved as they are now able to see building plans 
at an earlier stage. SW is to get a baseline assessment of the Estate produced with 
assistance from a PhD student from Biosciences. JR stated that this would helpful to the 
Sustainability Team. Action: SW 

2019/117  

SP met with RD and Paul Taylor to look at the Sustainable Food Policy. A draft is 
available but will need tweaking. SP has spoken to Paul Taylor and Ricky Cohen who 
won’t be able to review this until Summer 2020. PA and JB will meet after this meeting to 
discuss the possibility of providing the information sooner. SP advised that his team will 
assist where possible. Action: PA & JB 

2019/118 

SP confirmed that he will complete the submission for the Greenspace branding review to 
Marcomms for February/March 2020. Action: SP 

2019/119 

SP confirmed that he has discussed the Biodiversity and Waste pages of the website. SP 
is to discuss Sustainable Travel with YF soon. Action: SP 

6. Update on People & Planet Gap Analysis  

SP presented the People and Planet Gap Analysis. It was highlighted that a UEC lead for 
sustainability still needs to be identified. JR to pick this up with David Loudon. Action: JR 

SP informed the Group that Claire Butcher has drafted a new Ethical Investment Policy 
which will be sent for approval in April.  

JD (DSU) told the Group that the paper for the Living Wage Accreditation Scheme is going 
to UEC in two weeks. 

NH and RS are working on an Engagement Strategy draft for Staff and Students. Action: 
HN/RS 

7. Results From Eco Campus Audit  

SP announced that after the audit on Tuesday 25th February we are now an EcoCampus 
Silver Accredited University. SP explained that we passed the audit with only one minor 
non-conformance raised (relating to the wording of the Environmental Policy) and the 
feedback from the auditor was overwhelmingly positive. This result will help the 
University’s position in the ‘People & Planet’ Green League and is one step further to 
implementing a full Environmental Management System.  

8. Presentation On Energy & Water KPIs By Michael Harkness  

Presentation was given by MH on Energy & Water KPI’s. A report will be sent to all 
attendees. Action: MH 
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[Update: a copy of the presentation can be found at 
dur.ac.uk/resources/greenspace/energy/ReviewofCarbonEnergyandWaterKPIs2018-
2019.pdf] 

9. Update On Sustainable Curriculum Project By Robert Song  

RS and NH have been speaking to academics in departments. RS, DH and JG developed 
an overall report taken to PVCs, the outcome of which is to set up a working group for 
Wider Student Experience (WSE), Curriculum and Research – waiting for response from 
UEC to go ahead. These working groups will be formed in March with student 
representative and key academic staff, it has been planned that the groups will report to 
senate in June 

SP and RS are to discuss the sustainable score card following this meeting. Action: SP & 
RS 

10 Greenspace Update  

Noted that YF, with support from the Sustainable Travel Plan Steering Group, is updating 
the current STP 2014-2020.  An external travel company have assisted with producing the 
final version of the Plan. This will be sent to UEC over the coming weeks for approval and 
launched to all University members thereafter.  An Action Plan has also been introduced 
with several initiatives to be implemented over the coming months to include pilot 
schemes for a new car share scheme and timed parking bays. 

We are also working on a new Car Park Management Plan, which is a key action of the 
STP. This will also need to be agreed by UEC over the coming months.  

In addition to the above, and to assist with reviewing our current STP targets, a mode of 
travel survey will be undertaken for both staff and students at the start of the Easter Term. 

11 Update On Developments  

(a) Environmental Sustainability Vision, Policy and Strategy  

No updates were given. 

(b) Carbon Management Plan  

A conference video call is to be arranged for JG, Colin Bain and Anna Lisa Mills who has 
been appointed as a consultant. Action: SP 

(c) Energy Conservation  

Update received in presentation on Energy & Water KPIs. See Section 8 above. 

(d) Waste Management  

SP confirmed that the new Waste Policy has been approved by UEC on 18th February and 
this will be on the website soon. Action: SP 

[Update: a copy of the Waste Policy can be found at 
dur.ac.uk/resources/greenspace/policies/WasteManagementPolicyv12.pdf] 

(e) Sustainable Travel Plan 

YF informed the Group that she is currently working on an updated STP for 2020-2025 
which will hopefully be sent to UEC for approval in the next few weeks.  

https://www.dur.ac.uk/resources/greenspace/energy/ReviewofCarbonEnergyandWaterKPIs2018-2019.pdf
https://www.dur.ac.uk/resources/greenspace/energy/ReviewofCarbonEnergyandWaterKPIs2018-2019.pdf
https://www.dur.ac.uk/resources/greenspace/policies/WasteManagementPolicyv12.pdf
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YF added that she is working with the Vehicle Parking Working Group to look at the 
management of Car Parking and how to encourage other use of more sustainable travel 
options.   

(f) Biodiversity 

Updates were discussed earlier in the meeting.  

(g) Procurement – to include an update from the Single Use Plastic Working Party  

RD advised that an update may be better to come from LJ. It was suggested that LJ gives 
a presentation at the next on progress with the SUPWP. Action: RD 

(h) Catering  

Verbal update given, JB and PA to look into developing the draft sustainable food policy, 
with support from Energy & Sustainability Team if required Action: JB & PA/ E&S Team 

(i) C.I.S. 

No updates were given.   

12. Any Other Business 

DH thanked everyone for their hard work and contribution.  

13. Future Meetings  

A meeting will be arranged for the Easter Term in the near future. 

 


