
COVID-19 Extension Scheme Phase 2. 
 
 
 
1. United Kingdom Research and Innovation (UKRI), comprising the research councils and 

other public funding bodies, has previously provided funded extensions to its 
studentship-holders with funding end dates prior to 31 March 2021.  UKRI has now 
awarded the University additional funds to support a second phase of funding for 
students with end dates from 1 April 2021 and who started prior to 1 March 2020. 

 
2. The University has also agreed to provide funded extensions on the same terms (criteria 

and procedures) as UKRI to studentships it funds (e.g. Durham Doctoral Studentships, 
co-funding). 

 
3. The University’s application process will be open to and will consider applications from 

all students in receipt or stipends from UKRI or through Durham with a start date prior 
to 1 March 2020 and end date from April 2021 who have not previously received a 
funded COVID-19 extension.   

 
4. Please use the application form provided here.   
 
5. UKRI and University guidance is clear that students are expected, with the guidance of 

their supervisors, to seek to adapt their projects for Covid-related impacts in order to 
submit their thesis on their original timescale. Adapting a project is easier for some 
students than others and we recognise that some students will be unable to adapt their 
projects sufficiently to be able to complete within their funded period and will require 
additional time.   In line with UKRI guidance the University will prioritise the following 
groups in its allocation of the funds available: 

 

I. Researchers with funding end dates between 1 April 2021 and 30 September 
2021* and  
 

II. Researchers in earlier stages of their research programme (i.e. those finishing 
after September 2021) with additional support needs, including those who have 
a disability or long-term illness, are neurodivergent or who have caring 
responsibilities.  

 
*Note some Northern Bridge or other DTP students with funding finishing within this 
period  will have already been allocated funding directly from separate funds.  If this 
applies you will not be eligible to apply through this scheme. 

 
6. To ensure that researchers in the priority groups identified by UKRI receive prompt 

decisions at the same time, the University will take a phased approach to considering 
applications:   

 

 Wave 1 will review applications for researchers falling in the priority categories listed 
in para 5 above.  The application process will open from 11 January 2021 with a 
closing date of Wednesday 27 January. Panels will meet in early February.  We 
will aim to communicate decisions in mid-February.  

 

 Wave 2 will open on 1 February 2021 with a closing date of 22 February 2021. 
Panels will meet in March and we will aim to communicate decisions in mid-March.  
This wave is open to researchers with end dates after 30 September 2021 outside 
the priority groups listed above who have not already been considered in Wave 1 but 

https://www.dur.ac.uk/resources/graduate.school/finance/awardholders/acadfwkcriteria/CV-19ExtensionRequestForm11-01-21.docx
https://www.ukri.org/our-work/tackling-the-impact-of-covid-19/guidance-for-applicants-and-awardholders-impacted-by-the-pandemic/


who can demonstrate that adapting the project or other mitigation will not enable 
them to complete within their funded period.   Examples might include those who 
have international fieldwork that is restricted to certain seasons or where access to 
essential data, fieldwork, archival sources or research participants has been severely 
restricted over a protracted period. Wave 2 will also consider any applicants from 
Wave 1 who miss the 27 January deadline. 

 

 To mitigate the possibility that insufficient funds are available for Wave 2, students in 
Wave 1 who are assessed as having an exceptional need for an extension of greater 
than 3 months will initially be awarded an interim extension of 3 months. Once the 
Wave 2 applications have been considered and funds for extensions of up to 3 
months allocated, any remaining funds will be allocated equitably to students with an 
assessed need for an extension > 3 months in both waves. 
 

7. Applications will be categorised based on defined criteria related to (a) the extent to 
which a student has taken reasonable steps to adapt their project or otherwise mitigate 
the impact of Covid; (b) factors affecting the ability of a student to mitigate impact; (c) 
the additional time required to complete the PhD project to a doctoral standard once 
adaptations/mitigations are in place.  You are strongly advised to read the criteria in full, 
which can be found here.   

 

8. All decisions will be made by a single cross-disciplinary panel comprising senior 
academic staff with responsibility for postgraduate research in Science, Social Science 
and the Humanities, representative members of one or more DTP/CDTs, a Deputy 
Executive Dean with EDI responsibilities and the Head of the University’s Disability 
Support service (or nominee). The panel will include female and male members. 

 

9. Applications will be presented to the panel anonymously and without reference to the 
researcher’s department (although this may be apparent from information you include in 
your application) 

 

10. Any queries about the process should be addressed to: 
financialsupport.postgraduate@durham.ac.uk 

  

11. Complaints will be managed through the University’s existing complaints framework and 
will be investigated by a senior member of academic staff independent from the panel 
making extension decisions.  Complaints may only be made on the basis of procedural 
irregularity (i.e. evidence that the University’s processes have not been followed.  
Appeals cannot be made on the basis of the judgement of the panel in reaching its 
decision to award or not award an extension or in deciding the length of extension.    In 
the first instance informal complaints should be addressed to 
financialsupport.postgraduate@durham.ac.uk.  The University’s full complaint procedure 
can be found here.   

 

 

 
 
 

https://www.dur.ac.uk/resources/graduate.school/finance/awardholders/acadfwkcriteria/ExtensionCriteriaPhase22021.pdf
mailto:financialsupport.postgraduate@durham.ac.uk?subject=COVID-19%20Phase%202%20Extensions
mailto:financialsupport.postgraduate@durham.ac.uk?subject=COVID-19%20Extensions
https://www.dur.ac.uk/colleges.se.division/studentsupportdirect/conductteam/studentcomplaints/

