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THIS ISSUE of RGRG News switches our customary Hadrian’s Wall 

landscape for a working farm in County Durham. The photo suggests 

how plastic dominates farmscapes like siloes once did – the topic of a 

future article here. As the farmer shifted straw bales with his tractor, 

the 50-60-year-old neighbours helping him reminded me of the aging 

demographics of British agriculture. Like many other small grazing 

farms, it switched from dairy to beef a decade ago, due to lowered milk 

prices paid by supermarkets, along with the high cost of farm help.  

Surveys by the National Farmers Union show how dependent 

British ag is on labour from other EU countries. Labour shortages could 

drive remaining livestock farming to the hills. Prof. (Em. Prof. David 

Harvey predicts farming will survive in the UK, but with fewer farmers. 

Harvey argues that it’s time governments – and consumers 

compensated farmers for the environmental maintenance they carry 

out, not just for the food they produce. (See Editorial below.) 
 

LONDON CALLING! See you at our RGRG annual general meeting 

(Weds 13.10 in SAF-121). The agenda includes moving the RGRG 

Archive from Uni-Durham to RGS-IBG HQ in London. We will also vote 

on postgraduate representative positions, presently occupied by Mr 

Andrew Maclaren and Ms Hannah Brooking. Keith Halfacree has more info. – The Editor 
 

THE THEME of this year’s International conference is Decolonising geographical knowledges: opening 

geography out to the world.' Chair Sarah Radcliffe (University of Cambridge, pictured), UK and plenary 

speakers will touch on topics such as decoloniality, indigeneity, geographical knowledges, Southern 

Theory, critical race theory, political ecology, and positionality, in the context of racism, land and 

dispossession, and the contexts for producing knowledge Otherwise.  - RGS-IBG 2017 
  

 

Highlight your work by sending news on events, fieldwork, books, etc. to Editor, RGRG Newsletter: 

Bruce.Scholten@btopenworld.com 

https://durham.academia.edu/BruceScholten 

www.rgs.org 

http://www.dur.ac.uk/geography/rgrg_newsletter/
http://www.rgs.org/
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 1. Rural Geography at the RGS-IBG Postgraduate Midterm Conference, Cardiff, by 

Rich Gorman  

 
The 2017 RGS-IBG Midterm Conference was 

hosted by Cardiff University’s School of 

Geography and Planning, in the stunning 

Glamorgan building, a feature which graced 

the front-cover of the programme in a 

beautiful illustration by a member of the 

organising committee.   
 

The programme itself was packed full of 

interesting talks and sessions that highlighted 

the diverse range of themes which early career 

researchers in geography are tackling.  
 

The conference provided a comfortable and 

constructive atmosphere for postgraduate 

students to present their emerging findings 

and ideas, as well as an opportunity to build 

important networks of peers, collaborators, 

and friends.  
 

The Rural Geographies session, sponsored by 

the RGRG (Rural Geography Research Group) 

of the RGS contained exciting presentations, 

attracting a large audience. First was Alison 

Caffyn, from Cardiff University, discussing her 

work at the intersections of rurality and 

tourism in a paper entitled ‘Chickens and 

Tourists: New Contestations in Scenic Rural 

Areas’. Alison skilfully traced how a 

proliferation of industrial approaches to agriculture and food processing were affecting multi-sensory changes to 

areas previously held as rural idylls, and how these changes came to produce tensions between different geographic 

imaginations of the rural, particularly in regard to a mobilisation of the ‘tourist gaze’ and the economies of rural 

visitation. Alison’s paper was well received and prompted an interesting discussion regarding the value in taking a 

multi-sensory approach to rural geographies. 
 

Following Alison, Robert Geary Griffin, from Leicester University, presented his paper on ‘The Farm Shop and the 

Family Farm: A Mixed Methods Approach’. Robert discussed his work attempting to understand and typologize the 

geographies of farm shops in the UK. His presentation highlighted the challenges of exploring these often liminal 

enterprises, as well as exposing some of the gendered politics that are often enrolled in the production of ‘the farm 

shop’. Robert’s mixed methods approach also generated a vibrant debate about the challenges and opportunities of 

different approaches for engaging participants within rural geography research.  
 

The final presentation of the Rural Geography session, was my paper, ‘Changing Ethnographic Mediums: The Place-

Based Contingency of Smartphones and Scratchnotes’. It was prompted by my experiences and reflections from 

conducting fieldwork within a rural farming community. I realised that by taking fieldnotes on my smartphone, rather 

than the more traditional paper note-book and pen, I was making certain statements and affectations that came to re-

shape my interactions with participants, and the events and relationships I was observing. I went on to argue that how 

we write our notes is as consequential as what we write in our notes, and that we should be aware of the statements 
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of privilege, power, and culture that even the most ostensibly mundane aspects of research can create (for those 

interested, this is an argument that I expand on in doi:10.1111/area.12320 ). (See below.) 
 

Finally, Keith Halfacree, RGRG Secretary, chairing the collection of papers, closed the Rural Geographies session by 

summating the themes and intersections between the papers, and their links with wider debates and discussions 

within rural geography as a whole.  
 

The session drew together a useful network of emerging researchers within rural geography, and it was excellent to 

see the wide range of topics and trends developing within the field as a direct result of postgraduate research.  

Looking ahead, the RGRG will create important opportunities for researchers active in rural geography, with a diverse 

set of sessions at the main RGS-IBG conference. 

 

About the Author Rich Gorman (Photo from Cardiff) is a PhD 

student at Cardiff University’s School of Geography and 

Planning. Rich’s research explores ideas of ‘therapeutic spaces’, 

and the roles of animals in caring and therapeutic practices, 

seeking to understand how animal life can help form spaces of 

positive health and wellbeing. 

 

 

Editor: Just a photo-journalists know how the size and 

appearance of camera equipment affects how subjects respond 

in interviews, so rural geographers should be sensitive to class 

and other permutations of smartphones and the like. Rich 

Gorman’s thoughtful abstract follows. 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Changing ethnographic mediums: the place-based contingency of smartphones and scratchnotes’ by Rich Gorman. 

Area, Volume 49, Issue 2, June 2017: Pages 223–229. 

 

Abstract: The medium by which ethnographic notes are taken within the field is changing. Increasingly researchers are 

turning to jotting short notes using smartphone notation apps, leaving pen and paper behind. While this has practical 

benefits, there is a need to recognise explicitly how the medium by which notes are taken can influence the content, 

style and practice of contemporaneous ethnographic note-taking. There is a place-based contingency to the 

acceptability of the smartphone as a research tool; phones carry different social connotations to paper notebooks, 

and can act to reinforce difference, making statements of privilege, power and culture. The medium by which 

fieldnotes are taken actively impacts the field and is capable of influencing relationships with participants and altering 

the power dynamic of research. The changing tools of note-taking also result in a changing visibility of the act of 

writing, bringing additional challenges to managing consent and ensuring the ethicality of research. 

 

 

 

 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/area.12320/full
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2. RGRG Sessions at 2017 Annual International Conference at Royal Geographical 

Society in London, from Tuesday 29 August to Friday 1 September.  

Note: Watch for Keith Halfacree’s RGRG emails & updates  <k.h.halfacree@swansea.ac.uk>  

http://conference.rgs.org/Conference/Sessions/SearchResults.aspx?conference=AC2017&rg=RGRG 

 

Wednesday 30 Aug 2017 

 

The post-industrial countryside? (1) 

Wednesday Session 1 (09:00-10:40)      Skempton Building, Room 064a   Click for session details 

Convenor(s) Darren Smith (Loughborough University, UK) 

Chair(s) Darren Smith (Loughborough University, UK) 

Session 

abstract 

45 years ago, Hugh Clout (1972) published his landmark text Rural Geography: An Introductory Survey. 

This compelling work revealed profound changes in the British countryside tied to marked population 

and socio-cultural changes, the restructuring of agriculture and forestry, the transformative effects of 

planning and changing manufacturing, transport, and housing. Many of the rural transformations 

identified by Clout chimed with urban counterparts, such as noted by Bell (1973, 1974) in his thesis of 

post-industrial urban societies. Indeed, the rural changes revealed by Clout's study had deep 

roots/routes in the broader societal transition from a goods (production/produce) to service economy, 

the growth of university-educated, white-collar, professional and creative classes, and the rising 

prominence of knowledge, technologies and science within societies, cultures and economies, per se. 

Many of these driving forces clearly underpin processes that have reshaped rural places over the last 

three decades in profound ways, such as rural gentrification (Phillips, 1993) counter-urbanisation, 

(Halfacree, 2008), peri-urbanisation, post-productivism / pluriactivity / tourism, and the intensification 

of agriculture and forestry, and the penetration of science and enterprise parks in some rural places 

(Woods, 2005). For instance, agricultural barns, farm sheds/outbuildings, blacksmith and artisan 

workshops, small textile and corn mills, and dairies/bakeries have been reconfigured as family dwellings 

for middle class in-migrants, with many working in service economies within nearby metropolitan 

centres, and / or increasingly working from home using new cutting-edge technologies. Do these 

entrenched contemporary rural geographies signify The Post-Industrial Countryside? Yet, at the same 

time, rural places continue to be centres of (industrial)production, albeit in different guises and forms 

tied to agriculture, forestry, manufacturing, and other sectors. 

In this session, wide-ranging papers which focus on the hallmarks of contemporary rural societies, 

economies, cultures and environments are sought which seek to debate/grapple with the contention of 

The Post-Industrial Countryside, and, acknowledging the critiques of the post-industrial thesis.  

Gentrification in an Artists’ Colony as a Post-industrial Rural Space: The Case of Sint-Martens-Latem, Belgium  

Ryo Iizuka (Shumei University, Japan) 

Rural gentrification research has been carried out in many parts of Europe and the North American continent for over 

30 years. Most of these studies have focused on ordinary agrarian villages or tourist destinations, rather than on 

artists’ colonies which is often discussed in the context of urban gentrification. Understanding the consumption and 

mailto:%20%3ck.h.halfacree@swansea.ac.uk%3e
http://conference.rgs.org/Conference/Sessions/SearchResults.aspx?conference=AC2017&rg=RGRG
http://conference.rgs.org/AC2017/16
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impact of artistic culture allows researchers to illustrate new cultural aspects of the post-industrial rural space. This 

study therefore explores the process of gentrification in Sint-Martens-Latem, a rural town in East Flanders, Belgium, 

capturing changes in the rural artists’ colony. The history and gentrification of the colony are revealed and analysed 

through a combination of landscape and literature research approaches, supported by integrated statistical data. This 

study also illustrates how, and to what extent, the area’s image as a rural artists’ colony has been reflected in the 

lifestyles of its residents.  

When post-industrial and newly industrialising countrysides collide  

Alison Caffyn (Cardiff University, UK) 

Scenic rural countryside attracts tourists who consume landscapes fashioned over centuries by farming. They enjoy 

self-affirming leisure activities, learning about local culture, nature and gastronomy. What, then, happens when the 

post-industrial tourist gaze lands upon newly industrialised forms of agriculture; large scale, hi-tech factory farms 

producing standardised meat for urban consumers? Global food processing companies are driving this new wave of 

industrialisation in the countryside. With many rural economies dependent on income from both tourism and 

agriculture, multiple contestations are emerging. Tourism businesses are concerned that the multi-sensory impacts of 

massive poultry sheds, for example, will deter visitors. There are shifts in relations within communities concerned 

about jobs, modes of farming, lost visitor income, landscape amenity and environmental pollution, particularly as 

planning applications mount up and reveal the power relations at play. This paper reports preliminary findings on the 

scale and nature of such contestations in the Welsh Marches.  

Rural gentrification and the post-industrial complexion of the British countryside  

Chloe Kinton (Loughborough University, UK) 

Darren Smith (Loughborough University, UK) 

Martin Phillips (University of Leicester, UK) 

Gentrification of the British countryside has long been identified as a key ingredient in the reconfiguration of 

relations between urban and rural space, and the formation of differences and inequalities within rural space. Middle 

class gentrifiers have been portrayed as colonising and taking over rural areas, displacing other people, practices and 

cultures to such an extent that the countryside can be viewed as a ‘middle class territory’ (Murdoch 1995), although 

there are also areas that have remained immunised from gentrification processes. This paper seeks to understand the 

dynamics of rural gentrification, focusing on “the other Cotswolds” (rural areas between the towns of Grantham, 

Melton, Rutland and Stamford, UK). Through analysis of population change (a range of individual, familial, and socio-

economic variables) and comparison of 2001 and 2011 UK census data, the paper compares and considers the 

changing make-up of contemporary rural societies, and how this connects with theories of the post-industrial 

countryside. The paper considers whether the British countryside has become a place more and more characterised 

by different rural populations living parallel lives.  

Student housing in the rural context  

Shenjing He (The University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong) 

Discussant Paul Milbourne (Cardiff University, UK). This discussion will draw upon the transformation of ‘villages’ in 

Guangzhou, China to explore how student housing may represent an expression of the post-industrial countryside in 

the Chinese context.  
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The post-industrial countryside? (2) 

Wednesday Session 2 (11:10-12:50)      Skempton Building, Room 064a   Click for session details 

Convenor(s) Darren Smith (Loughborough University, UK) 

Chair(s) Darren Smith (Loughborough University, UK) 

Session 

abstract 

45 years ago, Hugh Clout (1972) published his landmark text Rural Geography: An Introductory Survey. 

This compelling work revealed profound changes in the British countryside tied to marked population 

and socio-cultural changes, the restructuring of agriculture and forestry, the transformative effects of 

planning and changing manufacturing, transport, and housing. Many of the rural transformations 

identified by Clout chimed with urban counterparts, such as noted by Bell (1973, 1974) in his thesis of 

post-industrial urban societies. Indeed, the rural changes revealed by Clout's study had deep 

roots/routes in the broader societal transition from a goods (production/produce) to service economy, 

the growth of university-educated, white-collar, professional and creative classes, and the rising 

prominence of knowledge, technologies and science within societies, cultures and economies, per se. 

Many of these driving forces clearly underpin processes that have reshaped rural places over the last 

three decades in profound ways, such as rural gentrification (Phillips, 1993) counter-urbanisation, 

(Halfacree, 2008), peri-urbanisation, post-productivism / pluriactivity / tourism, and the intensification 

of agriculture and forestry, and the penetration of science and enterprise parks in some rural places 

(Woods, 2005). For instance, agricultural barns, farm sheds/outbuildings, blacksmith and artisan 

workshops, small textile and corn mills, and dairies/bakeries have been reconfigured as family dwellings 

for middle class in-migrants, with many working in service economies within nearby metropolitan 

centres, and / or increasingly working from home using new cutting-edge technologies. Do these 

entrenched contemporary rural geographies signify The Post-Industrial Countryside? Yet, at the same 

time, rural places continue to be centres of (industrial)production, albeit in different guises and forms 

tied to agriculture, forestry, manufacturing, and other sectors. 

In this session, wide-ranging papers which focus on the hallmarks of contemporary rural societies, 

economies, cultures and environments are sought which seek to debate/grapple with the contention of 

The Post-Industrial Countryside, and, acknowledging the critiques of the post-industrial thesis.  

 

Land and Elites: Farming in the post-industrial countryside  

Lee-Ann Sutherland (James Hutton Institute, UK) 

In this paper I reflect on the ‘post-industrial countryside’ from the perspective of privileged access to land. 

Commercial farmers can leverage their land to enable both intensification and diversification; the higher socio-

economic status of new entrants and back-to-the-land movement participants demonstrates class-based issues in land 

access; and the development of new recreational estates and part-time and hobby farms illustrates the privilege taken 

up by highly capitalised households in pursuing land-based leisure activities. Recent concerns about ‘bioeconomic’ and 

‘neoproductivist’ transitions in agriculture fail to consider the associated social differentiation processes occurring in 

farming. With agricultural subsidies largely based on land holding scale, and farming increasingly recognised as a 

‘closed profession’ - open only to existing farming households and highly capitalised new entrants - the power wielded 

by new and existing farmers becomes an important social justice issue.  

 

Food production and networks  

Damian Maye (University of Gloucestershire, UK) 

This short discussion considers the case for a ‘post-industrial countryside’ from the perspective of food production. 

Agricultural geography was dominated in the 1980s by work that examined so-called ‘agricultural industrialisation’, a 

process driven by economic efficiency and technology. Post-productivism and agricultural multifunctionality became 

popular concepts to describe patterns of food production from the 1990s onwards. These concepts to some extent fit 

well with the notion of a post-industrial countryside, but recent work on neo-productivism and emerging food 

production assemblages questions the case for post-industrialisation, suggesting instead the development of hybrid 

food production networks, with production in some cases intensifying and globalising.  

Using resilience thinking to support sustainable post-Brexit UK agriculture'  

http://conference.rgs.org/AC2017/48
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Helena Howe (University of Sussex, UK) 

Malcolm Ross (University of Sussex, UK) 

This paper argues that post-Brexit farming policy should promote an adaptive governance framework to support 

sustainable UK agriculture. It treats resilience as not just about persistence in the face of challenges but about the 

ability to adapt and transform. Taking farming in England as a social ecological system (SES), resilience thinking is used 

to explore capacity building in key areas. These include farmers’ cultural identity, financial security, ecological 

diversity, technologies and innovation, and legal relationships. Whilst Brexit may be a shock to UK agriculture it is an 

opportunity to escape existing policy and regulation, much of which does not promote the conditions in which 

adaptation and transformation will flourish. This paper canvasses resilience thinking to understand cross-scale 

interactions which affect the farming SES and to make specific recommendations about the kind of adaptive 

governance that would enable farmers and farming to become more resilient and sustainable. These include 

strategies to incentivise positive changes, support innovation, provide diversity and flexibility, promote education and 

peer learning and facilitate network relationships.  The paper will also highlight the initial findings of a project 

looking at the impact of Brexit on farmers in the South of England. The project aims to follow a small number of 

farmers who farm in and around the South Downs National Park (SDNP) area through the process of UK withdrawal 

from the European Union. By engaging with actors in the field over an extended period of time the intention is to 

better understand some of the complex interactions and responses to withdrawal which, in turn, might guide a post-

Brexit governance framework for farming with the necessary adaptive capacity to enable the discovery and 

implementation of more sustainable agricultural practices.  

 

Discussant Darren Smith (Loughborough University, UK) 

 

 

Schedule continued from Page 10…. 
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Rural Geography Research Group social event & competition  
 

 

 

 
 

 

Queen’s Arms @ red balloon 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

Find the rural in the urban in the RGRG 

Capital Snap Competition.  

Last year B.A. Scholten spotted the Bovine 

of Babylon on Kensington High Street, 

London W8 5SA.  

Where’s your Unicorn? 
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AGENDA: 2017 Rural Geography Research Group AGM 

Wed. 30th August 2017, 1.10pm to 2.25pm, SAF-121 

1. Apologies for Absence 8. Future events 

2. Minutes of the 2016 AGM 9. RGS Research Groups Forum 

3. Matters arising from minutes 10. Networking 

4. Chair’s report 11. Membership issues 

5. Treasurer's report 12. Newsletter & RGRG Archives 

6. Committee elections 13. AOB 

7. Dissertation Prizes Agenda includes moving RGRG Archives from Durham to RGS-IBG HQ. 

ALL WELCOME! 

Professor Nigel Walford 
Chair 2016-19 

n.walford@kingston.ac.uk 

 

Dr Keith Halfacree 
Secretary 2016-19 

k.h.halfacree@swansea.ac.uk 

 

Dr Gareth Enticott 
Treasurer 2016-19 

enticottg@cardiff.ac.uk 

 
 

Mr Andrew Maclaren 
Postgraduate Rep. 2016-17* 

andrew.maclaren@abdn.ac.uk 

 
 

Ms Hannah Brooking 
Postgraduate Rep. 2016-17* 

hb110@le.ac.uk 

 

Dr Bruce Scholten 
Newsletter Editor 2015-18 

bruce.scholten@btopenworld.com & 
B.A.Scholten@durham.ac.uk 

 

Dr Fiona Williams 
Ordinary member 2015-18 
fiona.williams@abdn.ac.uk 

 

Professor Michael Woods 
Ordinary member 2015-18 

zzp@aber.ac.uk 

 
 

Ms Sonja Rewhorn C-Geog (netwkg) 
Ordinary member 2016-19 
s.rewhorn@chester.ac.uk 

 

Dr Damian Maye 
Ordinary member 2016-19 

dmaye@glos.ac.uk 

 

Mrs Megan Palmer-Abbs 
Ordinary member 2015-18 

meganpalmerabbs@abdn.ac.uk 

 

Dr Eifiona Thomas Lane 
Ordinary Member 2016-19 

eifiona.thomaslane@bangor.ac.uk 

 
 

https://www.dur.ac.uk/geography/rgrg/committee/ 

mailto:bruce.scholten@btopenworld.com
mailto:fiona.williams@abdn.ac.uk
mailto:zzp@aber.ac.uk
mailto:dmaye@glos.ac.uk
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New and Emerging Research within the Green Economy  

Wednesday Session 3 (14:40-16:20)      Skempton Building, Room 064a   Click for session details 

Convenor(s) Tim Fewtrell (Loughborough University, UK) 

Daniel Casey (The University of Sheffield, UK) 

Robert Hardie (The University of Sheffield, UK) 

Bowy Den Braber (The University of Sheffield, UK) 

Chair(s) Daniel Casey (The University of Sheffield, UK) 

Bowy Den Braber (The University of Sheffield, UK) 

Session 

abstract 

The Green Economy (GE) is a concept which continues to grow in popularity. It is a means through which 

economic growth can be achieved whilst still protecting the environment (Jacobs, 2012). There has been 

growing research around ideas which grapple with the notion of what constitutes such an economy and 

societal transitions towards a GE. However, little consensus exists about what a GE actually entails 

(Wanner, 2015). The notion of a GE has become the focal point of many debates and featured in major 

international conferences, such as the Rio+20 United Nations Summit in June 2012 (UNCSD, 2012). The 

term GE has perhaps grown in popularity worldwide in order to mitigate against environmental 

externalities which may be brought about by the perfect storm with challenges arising from climate 

change, population growth and changing food diets (Foresight, 2011).     Whilst theoretically the term 

has received much recent attention in academic literature practical examples of how to achieve a GE are 

lacking. We aim to decolonise geographical knowledge surrounding the GE and open research up to the 

world through calling for practical examples of how to achieve a GE from both a Global South and Global 

North setting.     This session will provide an informal and friendly atmosphere in which PhD students 

and early career researchers are encouraged to present their research. Following paper presentations, 

15 minutes each with 5 minutes of questions, there will be time for a group discussion of at least 20 

minutes. During this we hope to deconstruct the meaning of the term GE and what actually constitutes 

transitions towards a GE through the use of practical examples. The session will be chaired by 

researchers from the Green Economy Network and the Grantham Centre for Sustainable Futures at the 

University of Sheffield.  

Estimating the scale of the US green economy and green jobs at the dawn of the age of Trump  

Lucien Georgeson (University College London, UK) 

Mark Maslin (University College London, UK) 

Martyn Poessinouw (KMatrix Ltd) 

The green economy represents a contested set of concepts and definitions, deployed for differing environmental and 

economic aims by various governments. The US has sought to promote both early-stage and industry-scale sectors of 

the green economy, with varying degrees of success. President Trump campaigned on a platform to be the ‘Greatest 

Jobs President God Ever Created’, despite solid job growth during 8 years of the Obama administration. Cabinet 

appointments and ‘gagging’ actions towards environmental departments indicates a rejection of the Obama 

administration’s broadly ‘pro-green economy’ position, threatening progress in fostering green industries.  

To assess the practices of the green economy and its achievability, some governments have sought to measure the 

scale of the green economy or similar ‘environmental’ sectors. However, the US green jobs survey was curtailed in 

2013 by the budget ‘sequestration’. No national data on green jobs exists for any year post-2011 and there is little 

contemporary data on the scale, composition and growth of the US green economy. Using transactional triangulation 

data, we estimate the scale of sales and employment in the US ‘green economy’ through measurement of the ‘Low 

Carbon and Environmental Goods & Services Sector’. This approach overcomes many of the difficulties in measuring 

the green economy through traditional statistical approaches.  In this paper, we will explore the achievability of 

continued progress in the US green economy. Such research provides evidence of the potential impact of power 

struggles within the green economy at a national scale, and a baseline from which to track any influence from the 

Trump administration’s policies on the US green economy.  

http://conference.rgs.org/AC2017/82
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Corporate Water Stewardship: New governance structures towards a Green Transformation?  

Nora Lanari (Coventry University, UK) 

This paper examines the ways commercial agricultural companies of different sizes in South Africa engage in water 

governance. The Western Cape’s export-oriented horticulture industry uses 42% - 87% of available freshwater for 

irrigation, putting substantial pressure on the region’s already stressed resources. In the past decade, such water-

intensive companies have started to participate proactively in water governance. This is due to an increased 

awareness of their dependency on shared but limited freshwater resources and the realisation of the negative 

consequences water risks may cause businesses. However, this growing engagement of private companies in water 

governance has sparked scepticism and criticism ranging from accusations of ‘blue-washing’ to fears of securitisation 

and ‘water grabbing’ as well as institutional capture. South Africa has translated discourses of the Green Economy into 

its post-Apartheid constitution and prominently reflects environmental issues in its nation branding. Maybe 

unsurprisingly then, South Africa is also one of the world leaders in terms of water stewardship initiatives. Through 

semi-structured interviews with a variety of stakeholders engaged in water governance, such as commercial farmers, 

invested NGOs, and different levels of government, the research investigates whether these new and emerging 

structures of water governance are a pathway towards a ‘green transformation’ (Death 2014) or a way to maintain 

status-quo for the most powerful water users. As large and powerful actors, corporates have the potential to 

contribute to sustainable water management, however, these emerging governance structures must be framed by 

clear norms and guidance in order to prevent negative consequences for social equity.  

Procedural justice in low carbon living for lower-income households: An Australian case study  

Edgar Liu (University of New South Wales, Australia) 

Bruce Judd (University of New South Wales, Australia) 

Research on energy has in recent years gradually shifted from fuel poverty to energy deprivation, and lately more so 

on energy justice. This shift signifies a turn away from simply quantified affordability indices to more nuanced 

understandings of access (or lack thereof) and its impacts. This increasingly includes access to ‘green’ energy produced 

from renewable sources. This paper reports on findings from a recently completed project that examined the barriers 

that 164 lower-income households in four distinct climate regions across Australia faced in transitioning to low carbon 

living. Australia was chosen as the case study as it was one of the 192 signatories of the 2015 Paris Agreement, slowly 

making transitions from a coal-dependent nation to a low carbon future. Similar to European experiences, Australian 

research participants reported signs of energy deprivation and adopted a range of compensating behaviours. As a 

result, most participants noted significant impacts – both in the short and long terms – such compensations had on 

their physical and social wellbeing. While assistance programs were available, participants reported inequitable access 

to financial assistance and information arising from residential location, language competency, and especially their 

housing tenure. We analyse these barriers using Sovacool and Dworkin’s (2014) four principles of procedural justice – 

access to information; meaningful participation; lack of bias; and opportunities to redress – in explaining how lower-

income households may be systematically precluded from fully contributing to a low carbon future.  

Grabbing green? From global discourses to institutional implementation of the green economy in Tanzania  

Jill Tove Buseth (Norwegian University of Life Sciences, Norway) 

The purpose of this paper is to examine the processes and outcomes of the transfer of the green economy from a 

global discursive level to actual implementation at national and local level in Tanzania. While there is a growing 

amount of research discussing technological and practical aspects of the green economy, less attention has been paid 

to policy implications and governance aspects of this process, especially in developing countries. There is an emphasis 

on technological and market-based solutions to environmental challenges globally and in the developed part of the 

world, however, in developing countries green growth often implies transformed control over natural resources. Such 

schemes are more often than not driven from abroad. Investments aimed at increasing productivity in the rural 

agriculture sector in developing countries, has the last 5-10 years become a focus area of the green economy, 

confusing various concepts of green. Such misinterpretation of the green economy, deliberate or not, has 

consequences for implementations and outcomes of ‘green’ projects, especially in terms of social and environmental 

justice. Drawing on an overall governmentality lens as well as the concept of institutional bricolage, I will in this paper 

examine how the green economy discourse and policy at the global level has been re-shaped to fit the existing agri-

business initiative SAGCOT in Tanzania, which has been championed as excellent green economy implementation on 
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the ground. I will discuss the ‘grabbing’ of the green discourse in this case, as well as a certain ‘greenwashing’ of the 

initiative, before I finally point to some implications this has.  

 

Rural Cosmopolitanism: People, Localities and Mobilities (1): Migration, Mobility and Diverse 

Rural Communities 

Wednesday Session 3 (14:40-16:20)      Huxley Building, Room 342   Click for session details 

Convenor(s) Rhys Dafydd Jones (Aberystwyth University, UK) 

Michael Woods (Aberystwyth University, UK) 

Chair(s) Michael Woods (Aberystwyth University, UK) 

Session 

abstract 

Popular narratives of the countryside emphasise its supposed stability and its perceived lack of change 

and diversity, constructed in opposition to dynamic urban spaces that are nodes in global networks. In 

this session we explore the ways in which rural spaces are – and have always been – diverse spaces of 

encounter, exchange, and interaction. The last quarter of a century has seen a proliferation of work 

exploring diversity in the countryside, with much work focussing on the experiences of minority ethnic 

groups in the countryside, particularly in the context of racism, and a number of authors have started to 

develop the notion of ‘rural cosmopolitanism’, though in disparate ways. The papers in session explore 

how the concept of ‘rural cosmopolitanism’ might be developed and applied in a range of contexts in 

the global north and global south, both with respect to understanding the negotiating increased 

diversity and migration in rural communities, and the hybrid combination of translocal cultures, 

materials and practices in new cosmopolitan formations.  

Precarious Rural Cosmopolitanism: Negotiating Globalization, Migration and Diversity in Irish Small Towns  

Michael Woods (Aberystwyth University, UK) 

The intensification of global mobility has introduced international migration to rural areas and small towns with little 

or no significant recent history of immigration. Drawing on an emergent literature in rural studies, it seeks to 

consolidate the concept of ‘rural cosmopolitanism’ both as a political or ethical project, and in relation to the ‘actual-

existing cosmopolitanism’ of inter-cultural mobility, conviviality and openness to difference in rural communities. The 

framework is then tested through case studies of two rural small towns in Ireland – Gort, which was home to over 

1,000 Brazilian migrants in a population of less than 3,000 in the late 2000s; and Ballyhaunis, Ireland’s most diverse 

town with 42 different nationalities in a population of around 2,300 – to examine the dynamics and relationships that 

have brought migrants to these towns and shaped their engagement with long-term residents. The paper contends 

that the emergent cosmopolitanism in the towns is defined by precarity, experienced at different scales from the 

individual to the community, and informed by broader economic and political trends. The paper argues that the rural 

context of the towns can serve both to facilitate cosmopolitan relations and to extenuate the precarity of this 

emerging cosmopolitanism.  

“Small is (not always) beautiful.” Exploring immigration governance in three small towns in Italy  

Roberta Marzorati (University of Milano-Bicocca, Italy) 

Michela Semprebon (University of Milan Bicocca, Italy) 

Paola Bonizzoni (Università degli Studi di Milano, Italy) 

This paper provides a contribution to a consolidated field of research that investigates the local governance of 

migration. It looks at the role played by municipalities, both in term of discursive frames and of services provided. It 

then concentrates on the specific dynamics that characterise municipalities’ relationship with the third sector 

(including collaboration, delegation, substitution) and the emergence of local and supra-local networks. The paper 

draws from empirical qualitative research, particularly semi-structured interviews collected between 2013-2015. It 

builds on case studies in Northern Italy, including three small municipalities: a mountain village, a rural village and a 

town at the edge of the great Milanese conurbation. The cases presented shed light on the implications that the small 

size of municipalities can have for migration governance at the local level. Research on local policy-making in Italy has 
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suggested a series of factors that contribute to the emergence of specific policies, governance configurations, as well 

as related outcomes of inclusion or else exclusion. The evidence reported reveals how some of the features that are 

commonly detected in small municipalities (such as the small number of actors, the relative ease of access to decision 

makers, the “mixture” between politics and administration) can lead to very different outcomes in terms of migration 

governance and ultimately inclusion, depending on specific associational ecologies and local governments’ political 

orientation.  

An Analysis of Migration and Return Migration as Drivers as Rural Cosmopolitanism in Benue State, Nigeria  

Godwin O. Ikwuyatum (University of Ibadan, Nigeria) 

Rural Benue State in Nigeria is gradually undergoing transformation from a rural into a rural cosmopolitan space, as 

increasing number of migrants and return migrants to areas of origin are gradually freeing themselves from local and 

regional biases. Migrants’ experiences and enlarged world view are gradually being translated into the development 

of a cosmopolitan space and culture in rural areas of origin, as return migrants are involved in the development of 

modern socio-economic infrastructure and institutions that are cosmopolitan in nature in rural areas of Benue. This 

phenomenon and development requires investigation, because of dearth of empirical works on it in the literature. The 

paper will attempt to address these questions: what is the pattern of rural cosmopolitanism? What are the drivers of 

rural cosmopolitanism? How and to what extent rural cosmopolitanism is is influenced by migration and return 

migration? The aim of the paper is to examine the pattern of rural cosmopolitanism, its drivers, in particular, 

migration and return. The concept of migration and cosmopolitanism constitute will constitute the conceptual 

framework for the study and will employ a survey research design in which a structured question will used to source 

for primary data and secondary data will also sourced from archival materials, journal articles and data from National 

Population commission, and the Bureau of Statistics. The paper argues that migration and return migration is a major 

driver of rural cosmopolitanism in Benue State Nigeria.  

Precarious sacred spaces: religious diversity in the countryside  

Rhys Dafydd Jones (Aberystwyth University, UK) 

Much attention to rural cosmopolitanism has focussed on migration and encountering difference in national, ethnic, 

and linguistic forms, with little attention paid to religious diversity in the countryside. Similarly, geographical 

engagement with religion – which is experiencing a significant renaissance – is largely understood from urban 

perspectives. In this paper I argue that there is a need for more engagement with religion and religious diversity in 

rural contexts to understand the precarious nature of rural cosmopolitanism. Drawing on interview data, I ground 

discussion in the case study of Muslims in western Wales. Despite an affinity for the region, understood as a ‘moral 

landscape’ with an absence of temptations, the rural context poses challenges for many local Muslims, such as 

through communal worship and claims to space. I explore the notions of makeshift and contingent to understand the 

precarious nature of sacred spaces in the region. These are spaces which are accessed on a short-term or ad-hoc 

nature, often reliant on local institutions’ sense of benevolence. I outline how these factors create challenges in 

forming a sense of community, which can lead many Muslim women, in particular, to feel isolated in the region, as 

well as a sustained visible presence attesting to the region’s diversity. I conclude that there is a need to consider rural 

religious diversity in broader terms (beyond the spiritualism of the ‘subjective turn’), which offers an insight into the 

precarious nature of rural cosmopolitanism.  
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Rural Cosmopolitanism: People, Localities and Mobilities (2): Cultures, Practices and 

Representations 
 

Wednesday Session 4 (16:50-18:30)      Huxley Building, Room 342   Click for session details 

 

Convenor(s) 

 

Rhys Dafydd Jones (Aberystwyth University, UK) 

Michael Woods (Aberystwyth University, UK) 

Chair(s) Rhys Dafydd Jones (Aberystwyth University, UK) 

Session 

abstract 

Popular narratives of the countryside emphasise its supposed stability and its perceived lack of change 

and diversity, constructed in opposition to dynamic urban spaces that are nodes in global networks. In 

this session we explore the ways in which rural spaces are – and have always been – diverse spaces of 

encounter, exchange, and interaction. The last quarter of a century has seen a proliferation of work 

exploring diversity in the countryside, with much work focussing on the experiences of minority ethnic 

groups in the countryside, particularly in the context of racism, and a number of authors have started to 

develop the notion of ‘rural cosmopolitanism’, though in disparate ways. The papers in session explore 

how the concept of ‘rural cosmopolitanism’ might be developed and applied in a range of contexts in 

the global north and global south, both with respect to understanding the negotiating increased 

diversity and migration in rural communities, and the hybrid combination of translocal cultures, 

materials and practices in new cosmopolitan formations.  

Cosmopolitan Farming: Gentrification of Agriculture in the Global North  

Lee-Ann Sutherland (James Hutton Institute, UK) 

In this paper, I critically appraise the ‘cosmopolitan transitions’ evident in contemporary farming, arguing that the 

underlying processes reflect gentrification. To date, gentrification has been studied primarily in relation to urban 

residential transformation, assessing the migration of higher (or different) status groups, associated social ‘upgrading’ 

and landscape change in destination locales, and displacement of existing residents. Owing to the consubstantiality of 

household, residence and land inherent ‘family farming’, I argue that gentrification concepts can usefully be applied to 

transition processes in agriculture. Drawing on recent literature, I critically evaluate evidence of gentrification, 

demonstrating that it can occur both through migration into farming and through social mobility ‘from within’ the 

agricultural sector. I focus on six primary processes. By leveraging the substantial land base of a commercial farm to 

diversify, existing farmers can achieve higher social status in other sectors. Gentrification can also be achieved through 

professionalisation (the distance from manual labour achieved through advanced technologies and business 

expansion), re-culturalisation (re-orientation of farming practices towards highly valued products such as organic or 

artisanal foods), and de-commercialisation (transition to less commercial forms of farming). Re-culturalisation is most 

common amongst new entrants to farming, representing a ‘classical’ gentrification process. There is also evidence of 

‘gentry-fication’ – whereby agricultural land is accessed in order to imitate the practices of traditional 'landed gentry’. 

Together these processes suggest a process of class re-colonisation of the countryside, which has important social 

justice implications.  

The Countryside between Idyll and Cosmopolis in Contemporary British Television  

Esther Peeren (University of Amsterdam, The Netherlands) 

It has been argued that social elites create the contemporary countryside, both in the social imagination and its 

material actuality, as an ordered, normative, homogeneous – in short, idyllic – space in which anything considered 

‘other’ is excluded or rendered invisible. The countryside thus forged is thought to offer the stability and 

wholesomeness lacking in cosmopolitan cities governed by the spatial compression and temporal acceleration of 

contemporary globalization. This paper looks at how two recent British television series – the BBC adaptation of J.K. 

Rowling’s novel The Casual Vacancy (2015) and the E4 series Glue (2014) – highlight the social and spatial elements 

existing within the countryside that challenge its elite organization by defining it as also ugly, unruly, wild and 

potentially cosmopolitan. By putting the normally disavowed social and spatial ‘others’ to the rural (teenagers, 

travelers and council housing estates) at the center of their narratives, Glue and The Casual Vacancy highlight the 
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idyll’s inadequacy to contemporary rural life, rendering perceptible what Lauren Berlant calls the ‘waning of genre’. A 

close narrative and visual analysis of the television series shows how elements of ugliness, unruliness, wildness and 

cosmopolitanism are mobilized to denounce the idyll’s status as an actively harmful, even deadly ‘cultural fantasy’ 

that fosters an attitude of ‘cruel optimism’, when what you desire is precisely what prevents you (and others) from 

thriving. As such, the series expose an urgent need to develop new aesthetic repertoires capable of imagining the 

rural as (also) a cosmopolitan space.  

First Prize: Cosmopolitanism? Chinese Slot Machines in the Ghanaian Periphery  

Ann-Christin Hayk (University of Trier, Germany) 

Globalisation often recognises urban settings as its hubs, but increasing transnational mobility reaches rural spaces, 

too, and offers a new link between rurality and globality. Lately, rural places in the Global South are becoming part of 

such new rural cosmopolitanism e.g. through the emerging phenomenon of slot machines brought to rural 

communities in the peripheral Western Region of Ghana by Chinese businessmen. The machines can be seen as 

cultural symbols that interact through globalisation in a variety of places and ways. Thus, individuals consume 

unknown culture to define a new social identity. The locals in the Western Region welcome the slot machines as new 

and appealing collective activity and the increasing attention payed to the machines impacts the citizens´ everyday life 

socially and economically. This paper asks if cosmopolitanism can arise within these (often poor) communities based 

on the encounter with the gambling machines and if locals consider themselves as cosmopolitan when enacting with 

them. How the meaning and importance of rurality will change among them? These questions are embedded into 

broader discourses on rurality and rural cosmopolitanism. Rurality is (re)produced through relation-ships and 

interactions including everyday practices and collective activities. Inflows of distant cultural symbols affect rurality and 

the reproduction thereof based on the availability of new cosmopolitan values, which, as defined by Jeffrey and 

McFarlane (2008) and Woodward et al. (2008), exceed activities and inherit propensities, too.  

Faith Schools, Difference and Community Cohesion: Ruralising the Debate  

Peter Hemming (Cardiff University, UK) 

Over the last decade or so, the issue of faith-based schooling has featured prominently in media and policy forums, 

particularly in relation to urban social cohesion and community relations. Yet much of the faith-based education 

sector in England and Wales actually consists of small, rural Anglican schools, which are largely ignored in these public 

discourses, dismissed as parochial and irrelevant to cosmopolitan concerns. This paper seeks to widen the parameters 

of the debate on faith schooling and community through a focus on church primary schools in rural village contexts. 

Drawing on recent qualitative empirical research, it will argue that cosmopolitanism and community cohesion is about 

much more than just inter-faith and inter-cultural relations, instead encompassing a range of other encounters such as 

intra-faith, religious-secular, inter-generational and social class relations. In this broader sense, the data demonstrates 

that faith schools can both promote and erode cohesion in their wider communities, and that these processes are 

significantly influenced by geographical locality.  
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Brexit and the Future of Agriculture, Food and Rural Society (1) 
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Convenor(s) Gareth Enticott (Cardiff University, UK) 

Damian Maye (University of Gloucestershire, UK) 

Chair(s) Damian Maye (University of Gloucestershire, UK) 

Session 

abstract 

Brexit poses the most significant challenge to the future of rural areas of Great Britain. In the short 

term, Brexit has highlighted the reliance of the food system on cheap migrant labour and the complex 

ways we are connected to Europe (market, regulation and policy links in relation to farming, food supply 
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and trade, for example). Longer term, decisions and choices will be made on systems of rural 

development, agricultural subsidies and ecosystem services. 

Papers in this session papers engage with the rural impact of Brexit: what are its immediate social and 

economic impacts? What are the key rural policy and governance impacts? What do we know and not 

know about the impact of Brexit to agriculture, food and rural society? What kinds of rural geographies 

and futures does Brexit offer? What are the implications of Brexit in terms of research agendas and 

knowledge generation? And what is the value of rural geography and its expertise in a post-Brexit 

world?   

Identifying emergent patterns in EU-intra trade of animals and meat products post-Brexit  

Allan Butler (Royal Agricultural University, UK) 

An evolution in the complex network of intra-EU trade is likely to occur following the UK’s exit from the EU. This 

presents rural businesses with both opportunities in terms of new trade but also threats as alternative trading 

patterns emerge though a substitution effect of UK products being replaced by remaining EU member state. The aims 

of this paper are therefore to examine intra-EU trade flows and identify potential substitution of UK animal and meat 

products. This sector of agriculture may be particular vulnerable to change given potential lapses or changes in quality 

control, disease outbreaks and public perception regarding quality issues. To determine possible changes in trade for 

this sector following Brexit, a bipartite network of trade data is constructed using revealed comparative analysis (RCA). 

The trade data is extracted from the United Nations COMTRADE database for the Standard International Trade 

Classification (SITC) revision 4 database. Since the RCA measure contains potential bias, to examine trade-flows 

particular[ly] vulnerable to change, an adjusted RCA index that reduces bias in the data is used. The benefits of 

analysing data at the sub-group level reveals (1) a fine degree of specificity in traded goods in the animal and meat 

products sector; (2) vulnerabilities this sectors trade network; and (3) the type of rural businesses with either most to 

gain or lose from change.  

Structural agricultural change in New Zealand: experiences managing conflicts arising from effects of productivist 

agriculture on freshwater recreation resources and activities  

Nick Taylor (Taylor Baines and Associates) 

Mike Mackay (Lincoln University, New Zealand) 

Harvey Perkins (The University of Auckland, New Zealand) 

Radical agricultural policy changes as a result of Brexit have the capacity to disrupt current patterns of rural land use 

and ways of life in the UK as a result of withdrawal from the EU’s Common Agricultural Policy. Using a New Zealand 

case study and exemplars of freshwater quality and outdoor recreation, we illustrate the potential for short and long 

term environmental, social and cultural effects from withdrawal of agricultural subsidies. The paper addresses the 

immediate disruptive results of subsidy withdrawal in New Zealand in the mid-1980s and a longer-term agricultural 

sector recovery based on intensive productivist agriculture – particularly large-scale irrigated dairy farming – in an 

increasingly multifunctional countryside. While dairy farming has radically transformed those parts of rural New 

Zealand that are able to be farmed in this way, its expansion has relied on irrigation from wells or run-of-the river 

water sources, and high fertilizer inputs, so that rivers and their environments are significantly affected. These effects 

are a major source of conflict between farmers, irrigation interests and recreational water users, posing complex 

challenges for environmental agencies. Central government policy intervention is belatedly trying to reconcile the 

parties, along with a return to catchment planning at the regional level. The resulting policy issues are difficult to 

resolve and pose particular challenges to geographical theory and practice.  

Professional Identity and Rural Migration: examining the international migration of veterinary surgeons to the UK  

Gareth Enticott (Cardiff University, UK) 

Veterinary surgeons provide important animal health and disease management services in rural areas. In the UK, this 

work is increasingly provided by vets who have migrated to the UK: 55% of all new veterinary registrations are from 

overseas vets each year, with most working in abattoirs or government veterinary agencies. At the same time, 

dissatisfaction with working conditions is leading to new British veterinary graduates leaving the profession. Drawing 

on longitudinal biographical interviews with vets who have migrated to the UK, this paper analyses the origins and 

motivations for international migration amongst rural professionals. The paper outlines narratives of migration that 
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capture the relationships between the personal, professional and biological and inform vets’ decisions to migrate and 

remain in New Zealand. Focussing on notions of professional identity, the paper reveals how adapting to prototypical 

versions of veterinary identity were important in migrating and settling in the UK. The paper concludes by analysing 

vets’ perceptions of Brexit and their intentions to remain living and working in the UK.  

The future of rural areas after Brexit: community resilience and cooperative relations as tools for the future  

Javier Serrano (University of Valencia, Spain) 

Damian Maye (University of Gloucestershire, UK) 

Javier Esparcia (University of Valencia, Spain) 

A number of rural areas in the UK have benefited from European Rural Development Programmes (LEADER) since its 

inception in 1991. However, Brexit has jeopardised the continuity of this programme, which could directly affect rural 

areas and their population. The objective of this research was to examine the opinion of key stakeholders in a local 

rural community about Brexit and its possible effects on rural areas. A total of 27 face-to-face interviews were carried 

out with a group of relevant stakeholders in the LEADER area of Plain Action (Wiltshire Council, England). From the 

interviews we analysed their perception on the evaluation of rural development programmes, the potential effect of 

Brexit on rural areas and possible solutions. Results showed that all interviewees valued the positive effects of 

European Rural Development Programmes. Most believed that Brexit will negatively affect rural development 

programmes, rural areas and their own businesses/activities. However, a significant number ( ≤ 0.05) of economic 

actors believed that Brexit will have a positive effect on both rural areas and their businesses. Most interviewees 

believed that the response of rural communities against Brexit could improve cooperation between rural 

stakeholders. This might lead to the implementation of community resilience strategies, in order to improve the 

capacity of rural areas and their people to adapt to uncertain situations.  

 

Brexit and the Future of Agriculture, Food and Rural Society (2) 
 

Thursday Session 2 (11:10-12:50)      Skempton Building, Lecture Theatre 201   Click for session details 

Convenor(s) Gareth Enticott (Cardiff University, UK) 

Damian Maye (University of Gloucestershire, UK) 

Chair(s) James Kirwan (University of Gloucestershire, UK) 

Session 

abstract 

Brexit poses the most significant challenge to the future of rural areas of Great Britain. In the short 

term, Brexit has highlighted the reliance of the food system on cheap migrant labour and the complex 

ways we are connected to Europe (market, regulation and policy links in relation to farming, food supply 

and trade, for example). Longer term, decisions and choices will be made on systems of rural 

development, agricultural subsidies and ecosystem services.     Papers in this session papers engage with 

the rural impact of Brexit: what are its immediate social and economic impacts? What are the key rural 

policy and governance impacts? What do we know and not know about the impact of Brexit to 

agriculture, food and rural society? What kinds of rural geographies and futures does Brexit offer? What 

are the implications of Brexit in terms of research agendas and knowledge generation? And what is the 

value of rural geography and its expertise in a post-Brexit world?  

 

Fishing for Leave: What can the inshore fishers of Cornwall hope for from Brexit?  

James Kirwan (University of Gloucestershire, UK) 

Dilshaad Bundhoo (University of Gloucestershire, UK) 

Despite the efforts of the pressure group ‘Fishing for Leave’, fishing as a sector has been relatively neglected in the 

Brexit debate so far. This is particularly the case for the inshore fishing sector, which is a concern given its localised 

embeddedness and socio-economic importance in many coastal rural communities. A recent House of Lords report 

has also suggested that the future control of UK waters will involve a complex process of negotiation with both the EU 
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and other neighbouring countries, making predictions about the likely outcomes of the negotiations difficult to 

predict. The focus of this paper is on the inshore fishers of Cornwall, in terms of the key issues they face and what 

they would like to see come out of the Brexit negotiations. Drawing on work conducted as part of a Horizon 2020 

project – SUFISA (Sustainable finance for sustainable agriculture and fisheries) - it poses a series of scenarios that may 

result from the Brexit negotiations and, in turn, how these might impact the future prospects and responses of 

inshore fishers in Cornwall and their associated communities.  

Assessing the impact of Brexit on the resilience of Scotland’s Soft Fruit Sector  

Giles O'Donovan (University of Aberdeen, UK) 

Brexit continues to generate great uncertainty over the future of UK horticultural production. This is most apparent in 

the soft fruit sector, which is heavily reliant on seasonal migrant labour from the EU to pick and process fruit. This 

threat to the supply of labour is a major issue to Scotland’s soft fruit sector, as it produces one third of the UK’s soft 

fruit, generates over £100 million annually and employs up to 15,000 seasonal workers. While there is a growing 

amount of literature considering the potential effects of Brexit on soft fruit production, there has yet to be a study 

that investigates how Scottish soft fruit producers are being affected by Brexit and how they are responding to it. 

Additionally, there has been no consideration of how Brexit is affecting the resilience of the Scottish soft fruit sector. 

This study aims to understand how Brexit is affecting the resilience of Scottish soft fruit producers and what measures 

they are taking to improve their resilience. This research will do this by surveying and interviewing soft fruit producers 

across Scotland. This work hopes to generate greater understanding of how the Brexit process is affecting the Scottish 

Soft Fruit Sector and utilise the results for the development of better Scottish horticultural policy.  

Dairy farming and Brexit: a market and regulatory perspective  

Damian Maye (University of Gloucestershire, UK) 

Mauro Vigani (University of Gloucestershire, UK) 

James Kirwan (University of Gloucestershire, UK) 

Agriculture in the UK will be particularly affected by the changes that will result from the Brexit negotiations. It is 

difficult to be precise about the details at this stage, but it is likely to include changes to income subsidies, trade, 

access to migrant labour, and farm regulations and practices. Analysis of what Brexit means for agriculture needs to 

be differentiated between sectors, given differences in terms of their reliance on imports and exports both within and 

outwith the EU and the relative importance of subsidies. The paper presents a preliminary assessment of what Brexit 

might mean for the UK dairy sector. Dairy farming in the UK is undergoing a period of significant restructuring, with 

industry and media sources referring to a ‘milk crisis’. About 7% of UK dairy farm income comes from EU subsidies, but 

this can vary significantly and be much higher at times of poor milk price. Any reduction in subsidies is likely to reduce 

the profitability of dairy farms and, as a consequence, potentially the number of UK dairy farmers and hence UK milk 

production levels. The UK is largely self-sufficient in liquid milk, but imports a high percentage of dairy products 

overall, mainly from other EU countries. To understand the potential impacts of Brexit it is necessary to first 

understand key regulatory and market conditions. The analysis is based on a review of market and regulatory 

documents, including dairy industry publications related to Brexit, interviews with industry stakeholders and focus 

groups with dairy farmers in Somerset. It also examines a range of potential scenarios with dairy farmers and their 

potential impact on their future resilience as a business.  

Prognosticating the Future of the Alternative Food Sector and Rural Development in Cheshire post- Brexit; thoughts 

from the Local Enterprise Partnership and Alternative Food Networks  

Henry Sidsaph (University of Chester, UK) 

In recent years, rural development in Cheshire, much like the rest of England, has been heavily steered by the Local 

Enterprise Partnership (LEP) (specifically; Cheshire and Warrington) who have implemented various Community-led 

Local Development Initiatives by means of a Local Development Strategy 2014-2020 (Gaskell, 2014). These initiatives 

were formulated as a direct result of implementing the LEADER (Links between actions for the development of the 

rural economy) programme since 2011 in line with the Rural Development Programme for England Network by DEFRA. 

Of course, the LEADER programme draws it’s funding from the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development 

(EAFRD) and comes directly from the European Commission’s European Structural and Investment Funds (ESIF), yet it 
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does encourage grassroots, bottom-up approach to sustainable rural development. It is highly possible that this 

funding opportunity and the association frameworks that enable it to work will disappear from England after 2020. 

This is stated as one of the main areas of uncertainty by a recent briefing paper; Brexit: impact across policy areas; 

“Levels of direct financial support and rural development funding after 2020” (Miller, 2016, p. 53). With the result of 

the referendum to leave the European Union an extremely topical and somewhat worrying issue for some, it is 

pertinent and of value to understand both the practical and policy implications of rural development and the food 

sector in Cheshire post-EU from the perspective of those who are stakeholders (public and private). 

By conducting semi-structured, qualitative interviews with a sample of key policy implementers from the Cheshire and 

Warrington LEP, and comparing their aspirations and future perceptions with policy receivers, actors from rural 

Alternative Food Networks; a worthwhile piece of analysis can be undertaken in order to develop a narrative that can 

help to shape future policy development.  

Brexit and the Future of Agriculture, Food and Rural Society (3): Panel Discussion 

 

Thursday Session 3 (14:40-16:20)      Skempton Building, Lecture Theatre 201   Click for session details 

 

Convenor(s) Gareth Enticott (Cardiff University, UK) 

Damian Maye (University of Gloucestershire, UK) 

Chair(s) Gareth Enticott (Cardiff University, UK) 

 

Session 

abstract 

Brexit poses the most significant challenge to the future of rural areas of Great Britain. In the short 

term, Brexit has highlighted the reliance of the food system on cheap migrant labour and the complex 

ways we are connected to Europe (market, regulation and policy links in relation to farming, food supply 

and trade, for example). Longer term, decisions and choices will be made on systems of rural 

development, agricultural subsidies and ecosystem services.     Papers in this session engage with the 

rural impact of Brexit: what are its immediate social and economic impacts? What are the key rural 

policy and governance impacts? What do we know and not know about the impact of Brexit to 

agriculture, food and rural society? What kinds of rural geographies and futures does Brexit offer? What 

are the implications of Brexit in terms of research agendas and knowledge generation? And what is the 

value of rural geography and its expertise in a post-Brexit world?  

Panel Discussion: Brexit and the Future of Agriculture, Food and Rural Society  

Paul Milbourne (Cardiff University, UK) 

Michael Woods (Aberystwyth University, UK) 

Jo Little (University of Exeter, UK) 

Clive Potter (Imperial College London, UK) 

 

What is rural? Ensuring a fair deal for rural communities (1): The digital challenge 

Thursday Session 3 (14:40-16:20)      Skempton Building, Room 307   Click for session details 

Convenor(s) Sonja Rewhorn (University of Chester, UK) 

Keith Halfacree (Swansea University, UK) 

Megan Palmer-Abbs (University of Aberdeen, UK) 

Fiona Williams (University of Chester, UK) 

Chair(s) Keith Halfacree (Swansea University, UK) 

Session 

abstract 
This session is inspired by the ongoing image-reality debate as to what is meant by ‘rural’ and the 

implications from any lack of appreciation of the multifaceted complexities of rural life in policy 
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development. Such considerations are essential if we are better to ensure a fair deal for rural 

communities from future policy outcomes. 

Partial/lack of knowledge of the 21st Century rural may be a barrier to effective rural representation 

within public, private and NGO sectors’ policy development processes. This challenge exists within 

institutional representations encouraging policy actors from across the rural-urban divide to think rural 

and ensure a fair deal for rural communities. For example, rural communities are often recognized for 

innovative responses to accessing services, setting up micro-economies, enhancing community capacity 

and maintaining local governance but can or should they be reliant on a supposedly vibrant 

endogenous, often volunteer sector? It is timely to discuss revisiting ‘rural’ in socio-economic policy 

decisions. 

The session encourages geographers to participate in a discussion that ultimately aims to build a fair 

policy deal for rural people and places based on suitably nuanced appreciation of the rural world today.  

Mind the gap: reflecting on UK broadband and digital-only services policy and remote rural practice  

Fiona Williams (University of Chester, UK) 

Lorna Philip (University of Aberdeen, UK) 

At the close of 2016, the UK’s communications regulator, Ofcom, published its latest annual report Connected 

Nations, outlining communication providers’ progress in terms of growing the availability of the UK’s communications 

infrastructure. Following publication, local press across the UK were quick to highlight the relative performance of 

their Local Authority area. In two rural counties either side of the mid-Wales / English border headlines echoed the 

nature of a stubborn urban-rural digital divide: ‘Mid-Wales Schools hit by Internet Speed Gaps’ and ‘Shropshire 

Broadband among the Worst in England’. This paper reflects on our four year journey of studying urban-rural digital 

divides in the UK and the various manifestations of digital exclusion in the rural context. Drawing in particular on 

longitudinal data from an ongoing ethnographic study, we revisit the digital journey of a small number of rural 

households: participants who four years ago were digitally unconnected, became digitally connected through a RCUK-

funded study, and were then re-connected to a private sector provider after the original project end. Through 

participants’ narratives, we reflect upon the policy vision and the reality of UK broadband services. Firstly, we 

demonstrate that there are many lessons to be learnt by a public sector seemingly intent on pursuing a broadband 

and digital-only services policy that by its very nature risks excluding a rural minority. Secondly, in the event of a clear 

‘gap’ between policy and practice, we highlight how observers should not under-estimate the resilience and 

resourcefulness of those in rural communities to take matters into their own hands, yet we caution that this ‘can do’ 

approach should not be used as an excuse to leave rural communities ‘off the map’ of future, publically subsidised, 

digital infrastructure improvements.  

Conveying the story of rural digital access and inequity: reframing concepts of digital access in the rural  

Megan Palmer-Abbs (University of Aberdeen, UK) 

At a time of exponential change in digital connectivity and associated ICT applications, Rural Small and Micro 

Businesses (RSMBs) are faced with many challenges concerning how they can, or may wish to, embrace digital 

technologies. With unreliable and narrow broadband widths a feature of the rural digital experience, closing the 

digital divide is a stimulus for public intervention and a major political and regulatory objective for many countries. By 

closing this digital divide, policy intimates that RSMBs can harness greater business dexterity through improved digital 

effectiveness, related innovation, business growth and productivity. The Broadband UK Programme (BDUK) is the UK 

Government delivery programme for fibre (Next Generation) broadband upgrades, which aims to build a faster more 

reliable broadband infrastructure; a particular focus is placed on rural broadband where commercial investment is 

absent. This paper presents empirical work which explores the deployment of this digital infrastructure upgrade in the 

North East of Scotland, and the impacts, thereof, on RSMBs. During this research the development of an alternative 

method to conceptualise rural-digital access was generated. The paper explores and discusses: 1) previous ways rural 

digital access and inequity were presented; 2) the challenges of digital access faced by RSMBs through presentation of 

empirical data and 3) the presentation of an alternative concept in portraying rural-digital access.  

Noiva do Cordeiro: can the internet foster disruptive socio-spatial practices?  

Lorena Melgaço (University of Birmingham, UK) 
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This presentation will address the recursive interaction between socio-spatial practices and the late introduction of 

internet in marginalised rurban communities. The focus on the rurban addresses a gap in literature dealing with its 

specificities and the need to investigate Henri Lefebvre’s hopes for peripheries to challenge capitalist socio-spatial 

organisation and practices. Initially, it discusses alternatives to peripherality that challenge the status quo through the 

appropriation of technology as a collective means to increase social justice rather than accept resignation in the 

margins of the capital. To illustrate the discussion, the example of Noiva do Cordeiro, a peripheral rurban community 

in Brazil, will be presented. While the way technology is introduced in the rurban often reinforces peripheralities, this 

community showed that, by challenging its peripheral position through disruptive socio-spatial practices, internet 

appropriation, even if temporarily, challenged pure capitalist relations and yielded self-organisation. Nevertheless, 

over time the internet has also influenced socio-spatial practices in a prescriptive manner, leading to compliance with 

capitalist relations of production. As the empirical research highlights, there is a difficulty for the subaltern to mobilise 

in counter-hegemonic ways and transform the status quo, even at a very local scale, reinforcing the resilience of 

capital and the limitations of internet to afford change.  

When creativity meets policy - shaping the rural with the help of cultural constructs  

Raili Nugin (Tallinn University, Estonia) 

The presentation explores how the socially shared cultural constructions of rural and urban shape policy measures 

and how these cultural categories are reproduced during the process. In particular, 25 short films submitted for the 

competition Once upon a time in our village, organised by Estonian Ministry of Agriculture and Just Film (non-profit 

organisation), calling young people to depict the future and possibilities of rural life, are analysed. The aim of the 

competition was to have an impact on out-migration of the young people from rural areas. The visual data will be 

analysed with the backdrop of in-depth interviews with the organisers of the competitions. In addition, qualitative in-

depth interviews with young rural people (not involved in the film project), are used to make sense of the everyday 

practices of rural youth. It will be argued that the contemporary complexities of rural life inadequately match cultural 

constructions reproduced in the films. There seems mismatch of cultural constructions of the rural with actual lives, 

suggesting that without deconstruction of such categories, policy aims might be ineffective.  

 

New and Emerging Rural Researchers 

Thursday Session 3 (14:40-16:20)      Sherfield/SALC Building, Room 9   Click for session details 

Convenor(s) Hannah Brooking (University of Leicester, UK) 

Andrew Maclaren (University of Aberdeen, UK) 

Chair(s) Hannah Brooking (University of Leicester, UK) 

Andrew Maclaren (University of Aberdeen, UK) 

 

Session 

abstract 

This annually held Rural Geography Research Group session looks to explore new and emerging ideas 

across rural geography by discussing the work of postgraduate and early career researchers. It is hoped 

to prompt lively discussion as research ideas and results are presented in a friendly and constructive 

forum. We hope this session can continue to be well attended, with discussion conducted in a friendly, 

welcoming and constructive manner, which is widely appreciated by all those attending. 

 

Papers are drawn from any area of rural research: empirical, methodological or theoretical, from rural 

development, to culture, economy, farming, nature and policy.  

 

Global challenges and everyday lives in rural Wales  

Fidel Budy (Aberystwyth University, UK) 

This paper examines the question of how efforts to mitigate the global challenge of growing energy needs through 

large scale solar farms is contributing to loss of agricultural land and the rural idyll in rural Wales. Large scale 

renewable energy projects in rural spaces is a prominent dimension of globalisation across localities, and the changed 

roles of farm as well as rural landscape are a key way in which globalisation is being experienced in the everyday lives 
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of rural Wales. Significant gaps exist in scholarly literature in terms of the negative effect of large scale solar farms for 

agricultural crops production and the rural idyll, with most scholarship suggesting the positive dimensions of large 

scale solar farms including creation of green jobs, reducing the dependence on depleting levels of fossil fuel, 

combating climate change and reversible land use. This paper draws on preliminary research to suggest that large 

scale solar farms are contributing to loss of agricultural land and jobs as well as changing the cultural landscape in 

rural Wales. There are also indications to suggest that large scale solar farms are contributing to increase in household 

energy bills by diverting money away from schemes intended to help communities generate their own energy. There 

are negative impacts of large scale solar farms on rural communities and that they are not all positive as it has been 

suggested in some scholarship. 

 

Rural Geographies of Deprivation: Exploring the Limitations of Area-based Indices  

David Clelland (University of Glasgow, UK) 

The use of high profile and increasingly complex ‘indices of multiple deprivation’ is well established in a number of 

countries. These are attractive to national and local policymakers as a superficially simple indicator and aid to policy 

decisions. Both the theoretical basis and the practical construction of these measures have however been subject to 

extensive critique, with their suitability for rural areas particularly contested.  

This paper attempts to illustrate and quantify some of the potential shortcomings of area-based deprivation indices 

based on a secondary data analysis, mapping the results of the Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation (SIMD) against a 

number of alternative indicators, including Census, and administrative data for the largely rural region of Dumfries 

and Galloway. While acknowledging that the current iteration of the SIMD represents, in many respects, a 

sophisticated technique to measure relative deprivation, this analysis highlights the extent to which the practice of 

assigning single scores to identify those ‘most deprived’ areas risks disguising more complex and geographically 

variable patterns and experiences of deprivation. Significantly, the extent to which this area-based approach is 

effective in capturing deprived individuals or households varies across regions. This paper contributes to 

understanding of the persistent limitations of small area indices of multiple deprivation, and in particular their use as a 

determinant of resource allocation. The findings have implications for how these are understood and used in practice 

across different policy areas and scales, and suggest a number of questions for further research.  

 

The Water Commons, (Post)politics, and the Politics of “Shared Giving” in Montana, USA  

Matthew B Anderson (Eastern Washington University, USA) 

Lucas Ward (Rocky Mountain College, USA) 

Jamie Mcevoy (Montana State University, USA) 

Susan J Gilbertz (Montana State University-Billings, USA) 

Damon Hall (Saint Louis University, USA) 

This paper chronicles the rhetorical mechanisms that fostered a potentially radical re-thinking of water rights and 

property in a most unlikely place: the libertarian Western U.S., and mobilized by the least likely of actors: state 

officials. There is growing interest, in geography and beyond, in the question of what constitutes the ‘‘properly 

political” in contexts where dissent is actively forestalled by those with power. Much has been written about the 

‘‘properly political” as the disruption of the established order by previously excluded actors. Comparatively less 

research, however, has focused on the ‘‘conditions of possibility” that might exist within ostensibly ‘‘post-political” 

governing arenas. This paper deepens our understanding of this by examining a participatory water planning group in 

Montana, which was convened by the state to develop recommendations for a new state water plan. The group was 

inspired by an alternative drought-management model called ‘‘shared giving.” Imbued with principles of 

‘‘collectivism” and ‘‘equality,” the model was strategically (and necessarily) promoted through the discursive shell of 

the existing prior appropriation system. This was accomplished not by an oppositional force of marginalized actors, 

but state officials that are rarely, if ever, deemed ‘‘disruptive,” and through tactics that are best characterized as post-

political. We interpret this case as reflecting a hybrid governing assemblage that highlights both post-political closure 

and transformative possibilities simultaneously, and conclude by suggesting that the post-political concept, itself, risks 

foreclosing on conditions whereby fruitful outcomes might become possible from within established governing 

frameworks otherwise written-off as post-political.  
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Public Access to Woodland in North East Derbyshire - England  

Vivyan Lisewski-Hobson (University of Nottingham, UK) 

The Countryside and Rights of Way Act (CROW 2000) granted open access on foot to mountain, moor, heath, down 

and common. Woodland was excluded from these new access rights but may nevertheless be affected by CROW 

through planned legislation affecting existing public rights of way and the ability of members of the public to claim 

historic routes. These changes in law, when added to increased concern over occupier’s liability for accidents, have 

created a climate of uncertainty over the future of public access to woodland. This lack of clarity is compounded by an 

absence of documentation detailing the nature of public use of woodland, both legally and informally. This study 

uses a longitudinal approach to observe 21 randomly selected woodlands over the course of a year, charting both 

legal and informal use of private and publicly owned woodland. In addition, woodland users, local residents, local 

recreational groups and landowners are interviewed using an inductive approach to allow a rounded interpretation of 

six woodlands in socio-geographically diverse contexts. Preliminary findings show that informal access to woodland in 

North East Derbyshire, outside of the recognised legal rights of way system, is extensive and diverse in nature. Much 

of the access is enjoyed with no legally protected rights and is vulnerable to withdrawal by landowners. The study will 

continue by seeking to highlight issues raised by landowners and recreationalists alike presenting possible routes 

forward with national applicability. 

 

Farm shop websites: Reinforcing identity and consumption experience beyond the farm gate  

Robert Geary-Griffin (University of Leicester, UK) 

Diversifications into rural UK farm shops are habitually sited on the related family farm business’ land, the location of 

which may introduce a constraint on consumer proximity. This contrasts with many retail outlets which take the 

potential consumer footfall and ease of access into account when selecting the location of their outlet. However, farm 

shop siting can be heavily influenced by a farm business’ internal factors including available financial capital, 

build/conversion opportunity and human capital: Exploiting family labour and/or outsourced employees. As a 

consequence many farm shops need to reach prospective consumers without relying on the opportunistic footfall 

from neighbouring outlets as prevalent in the high street and shopping centres. A potential solution is to invest in a 

farm shop promotional website. The question arises as to how farm shop websites aim to establish the farm shop 

consumption experience: The Alternative Food Enterprise identity, direct sales and the embeddedness of produce 

offered, the role of rural family farming, and a sense of belonging within a place, space and locality. The research 

explored a pool of UK farm shop promotional websites by analysing both the rhetoric and the imagery employed.  

 

What is rural? Ensuring a fair deal for rural communities (2): Challenging poverty and 

marginalisation 

Thursday Session 4 (16:50-18:30)      Skempton Building, Room 307   Click for session details 

Convenor(s) Sonja Rewhorn (University of Chester, UK) 

Keith Halfacree (Swansea University, UK) 

Megan Palmer-Abbs (University of Aberdeen, UK) 

Fiona Williams (University of Chester, UK) 

Chair(s) Sonja Rewhorn (University of Chester, UK) 

Session 

abstract 

This session is inspired by the ongoing image-reality debate as to what is meant by ‘rural’ and the 

implications from any lack of appreciation of the multifaceted complexities of rural life in policy 

development. Such considerations are essential if we are better to ensure a fair deal for rural 

communities from future policy outcomes.     Partial/lack of knowledge of the 21st Century rural may be 

a barrier to effective rural representation within public, private and NGO sectors’ policy development 

processes. This challenge exists within institutional representations encouraging policy actors from 

across the rural-urban divide to think rural and ensure a fair deal for rural communities. For example, 

rural communities are often recognized for innovative responses to accessing services, setting up micro-
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economies, enhancing community capacity and maintaining local governance but can or should they be 

reliant on a supposedly vibrant endogenous, often volunteer sector? It is timely to discuss revisiting 

‘rural’ in socio-economic policy decisions.     The session encourages geographers to participate in a 

discussion that ultimately aims to build a fair policy deal for rural people and places based on suitably 

nuanced appreciation of the rural world today.  

Contested rural voices: EU8 migrants as silent actors in the English countryside  

Paulina Mackrell (Keele University, UK) 

Simon Pemberton (Keele University, UK) 

Rural research has been criticised for the lack of attention to the subject of power, having somewhat withdrawn from 

studying social practices, interactions and struggles (Cloke 2006; Bell 2007). Such neglect is addressed in this paper. 

Research on labour migration into rural areas, as well as migrants’ vulnerable position, has a long tradition in the US 

and Canada (e.g. Wells 1996; Mize 2006; Rogaly 2006). However, as Rye and Andrzejewska (2009) argue, it is often 

difficult to translate American experiences to the European context. This paper explores issues of politics and power in 

relation to EU8 migrants in the English countryside. From one perspective, EU8 migrants are clearly among the most 

disempowered rural actors – especially in terms of the rural labour market (Rye 2009) - as they frequently experience 

discrimination and poor working conditions and often have relatively low levels of social and cultural capital (Rye and 

Andrzejewska 2009). However, an alternative and less reported perspective focuses on their role as more dynamic 

‘silent actors’ within the rural. Drawing upon recent research conducted in North West England, this paper provides 

important new insights into the practices through which EU8 migrants have sought to influence and shape rural 

spaces in locally distinctive ways.  

Poverty in the Green Heart of Wales: a case study of multiple deprivation in Powys, Wales  

Greg Philip Thomas (Aberystwyth University, UK) 

Using the case study of Powys, Wales’s largest and most sparsely populated county, this paper addresses the multiple 

facets of rural poverty, its hidden nature, and the challenges that it provides to individuals and policymakers. Rural 

areas are often seen as places of great wealth, an idyllic location, an escape from the problems of modernity. 

However, realities are starkly different. Powys, marketed as the Green Heart of Wales suffers from multiple sources of 

deprivation which, not least given the sparse nature of the county, is overlooked by official statistics and observations. 

As such, many policy interventions, particularly from a Welsh Government level, are unsuitable for use within this 

rural context. Compared to its urban counterpart, there is lack of research surrounding the causes and impacts of rural 

poverty. Despite this lack of research, rural poverty is becoming an increasingly significant issue especially for areas 

such as Powys. Therefore, new innovative methodologies and solutions are required to provide a coherent range of 

services which support people to overcome barriers, allowing them to fully participate in society. Based on data 

collected at the first Powys Tacking Poverty Workshop, bringing together over 70 academics, policymakers, and the 

third sector, the exact nature of rural poverty, and the different ways in which it is manifested, will be discussed. 

Finally, the paper presents possible solutions to rural poverty in Wales and identifies possible future research avenues.  

Local assets, local decisions and community resilience: what does success look like in rural Scotland?  

Marianna Markantoni (Scotland’s Rural College, UK) 

Enhancing inclusion and self-reliance at the community level is becoming of critical relevance in policy terms. This is 

due, in part, to the need to increase the efficiency of public spending following the global financial crisis. Within the 

UK, and in Scotland in particular, this shift is manifested through multiple policy and community interventions seeking 

to enhance the resilience of local communities. Measuring community resilience in a systematic manner, however, 

remains challenging: there is a lack of practical tools and assessment methods to capture aspects of ‘change’ and 

‘success’. This paper therefore examines, (i) what “success” in rural community resilience look like, (ii) how we can 

capture the impact and outcomes of policy and practice interventions and (iii) understanding the development role of 

these processes. The paper comes out of a five year research programme in rural Scotland (Scottish Government, 

RESAS 2016-2021) aiming to assess how communities have been or can be empowered to generate local economic 

development through community energy projects by creating and testing a Community Resilience Tool (CRAT). The 

CRAT will help unpack the normative associations around success, how it is achieved and whether it is part of rural 

community resilience and wellbeing. The paper presents preliminary results based on a systematic literature review 
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and two Knowledge Exchange participatory workshops with community representatives, policy makers and other orgs 

who work on community resilience in Scotland.  

Social networks and gender. A comparative perspective from UK and Spain  

Javier Serrano (University of Valencia, Spain) 

Javier Esparcia (University of Valencia, Spain) 

Gender in European rural areas has been profusely studied, especially in recent decades. Traditionally, men occupied 

more visible positions, while women played less visible role and were frequently in marginalized positions. In this 

tradition, the main objective of the research reported here is to discover if there are enduring unequal patterns in the 

social relations between men and women in rural areas, and between Spain and United Kingdom. A total of 76 

interviews were carried out with a group of relevant actors of different sectors types implicated in the socio-economic 

development of two LEADER areas (Guadix in Spain and Plain Action in UK). We have analysed a set of attributes 

derived from the interviewees. Moreover, characteristics of their social relationships, such as the frequency, intensity 

or how long have they known people, were drawn out. Social Network Analysis has obtained for each social network a 

series of relational indicators, such as prestige, social activity, betweenness, flow betweenness and reciprocity. Results 

showed clear differences between social relationships for men and women in rural areas, as well as between 

countries. For distribution of prestige, in Spanish rural areas men concentrate it, whereas in English areas it was 

women. Regarding relationship characteristics, Spanish women have younger relations than men, although relations 

of 10+ years predominate. In contrast, English women have relations slightly older than men, although relations of 

under 10 years predominate.  

Addressing delivery of services’ fairness in rural areas: gazing into the future  

Sonja Rewhorn (University of Chester, UK) 

Fairness is argued to be in the distribution of resources, including services, and to end discrimination (Harsanyi, 1975; 

Klugman 2011; Rawls 1958), with Fraser (1999) adding the recognition of geographical difference. Socio-economic 

drivers of policy outcomes tend to be urban focused. In 2000, the UK government adopted rural proofing to try and 

address unfairness in in the delivery of services across rural England, although for some there is an argument that 

policy difference between rural and urban areas is outmoded as socio-economic policy drivers are the same 

(Pemberton & Goodwin, 2010). Rural proofing continues to be compulsory at UK national policy levels and may occur 

at local government levels, and by public, private and NGO sectors, but as a concept has not been critically 

interrogated. Therefore, this research has explored the conceptualisation of rural proofing amongst professionals in 

practice. It has critically deconstructed the notion of rural proofing and empirically identified a number of themes that 

if reflexively reconstructed could go some way to better position theoretically the concept of rural proofing and 

perhaps address (un)fairness in English rural communities. This paper will focus on one key theme, the variance of 

understanding rural [England] which can be theorised within the rural gaze of Abram (2003).  
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Decolonising Wild-Life: Critical Geographies of Rewilding (1) 
 

Friday Session 1 (09:00-10:40)      Sir Alexander Fleming Building, Room 121   Click for session details 

 

Convenor(s) 

 

Cara Clancy (Plymouth University, UK) 

Kim Ward (Plymouth University, UK) 

Sophie Wynne-Jones (Bangor University, UK) 

Kieran O'Mahony (Cardiff University, UK) 

Chair(s) Kim Ward (Plymouth University, UK) 

Session 

abstract 

For a long time, geographers and political ecologists have found fault with the ‘fortress model’ that has 

characterised much of conservation for the last century. The spatial demarcation of nature enacted in 

the form of protected areas (PAs) and national parks (NPs) has been shown to have (often violent) 

territorialising effects on both the human and non-human communities involved (Adams and Mulligan, 

2003; Merchant, 1992, 2005; Brockington, 2002). In recent years, scholars have noted a wave of new 

interests within European and North American environmental conservation circles. These include shifts 

away from practices governance and control (often associated with wilderness creation) toward 

geographies of the ‘wild’ and ‘unruly’ (Lorimer and Driessen, 2014; Taylor, 2005; Whatmore, 1998).     In 

particular, rewilding is an emerging paradigm that fits these trends and has received much attention 

within both conservation and popular discourse. As noted by Jørgensen (2015), the term rewilding has 

been used in a myriad of ways within conservation, scientific, and academic literature and as such a 

broad range of activities is now identified within the rewilding umbrella. Therefore critical approaches 

are needed to understand how and why conservation and ‘wild-life’ is increasingly being framed in this 

way, the cultural and political factors influencing such moves, and the consequences of these framings 

for both human and non-human life.  This session seeks to critically engage with the nexus between 

post-colonial conservation and the development of rewilding initiatives at both the theoretical and 

practical level with cognisance of their historical precedence. In particular, to fully understanding these 

framings it is imperative that scholars examine and identify regimes of knowledge which can often 

monopolise rewilding discourse and practice, and critically examine and identify the centres of power 

(and those residing within) where decisions concerning rewilding are actually being made.  

In addition this session also seeks to explore the role ‘participation’ plays in current rewilding discourse 

and practice. Participation as a key dimension for natural resource management has been endorsed by 

the international environmental community since Rio (1992) and in this session we are particularly 

interested in the interplay between discourse and institutions across levels of governance in producing 

participatory rewilding conservation initiatives, as well as the dynamics of participation ‘on the ground’.  

A Very Human Wildness: Rewilding and the Anthropocene  

Benedict Dempsey (University of Sussex, UK) 

The concepts of Rewilding and the Anthropocene are strongly related. Both descend from longstanding debate 

regarding the relationship between humans and ‘nature’ (Jørgensen, 2015; Pellizzoni, 2016) and both are hotly 

contested (Nogués-Bravo, Simberloff, Rahbek, & Sanders, 2016; Preston, 2015). Both involve regimes of scientific 

knowledge with implications for post-colonial conservation and associated policy choices (Dryzek, 2013). However, 

the two discourses have taken different forms. The Rewilding debate has tended towards practical, ecological issues 

(Jepson, 2016; Lorimer et al., 2015) whereas discussion of the Anthropocene has emphasised conceptual, social issues 

(Bonneuil, 2015). This complementarity makes a comparison of Rewilding and the Anthropocene productive for 

understanding the implications of different proposals within both discourses. I outline three broad Anthropocene 

visions: an Ecomodernist Anthropocene that ‘decouples’ humans and nature, with top-down control over earth 

systems (Breakthrough Institute, 2015; Ellis, 2012); a Caring Anthropocene that integrates humans and nature with 

localised environmentalism (Bennett et al., 2016; Buck, 2015; Marris, 2011); and the Rejection of the Anthropocene, 
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where the Anthropocene is associated with excessive control, undermining explicitly political, progressive alternatives 

like Sustainability (Haraway, 2015; Stengers, 2015; Stirling, 2015). I then outline different visions of Rewilding: Big 

Rewilding that actively restores ecological processes on a large scale, within ostensibly non-human landscapes (Josh 

Donlan et al., 2006; Kopnina, 2016); Human Rewilding that involves smaller-scale, but still active, Rewilding within 

human landscapes (Prior & Ward, 2016); and Passive Rewilding that entails land abandonment and reduced human 

intervention (Navarro & Pereira, 2012) 

Performing urban wild-life: the nature(s) of belonging in city conservation  

Cara Clancy (Plymouth University, UK) 

Rewilding, as a specific form of ecological restoration often involving the reintroduction of ‘missing’ keystone species, 

is a concept and practice gaining increasing momentum within popular media and the UK conservation movement. 

However, rewilding has not yet been specified and operationalised in the context of urban, peopled environments, 

where prevalent and powerful understandings of biodiversity as ‘a pure and timeless collection of objects, best 

removed from Society’ (Lorimer, 2012, p594), is perhaps no longer possible. The purpose of this paper is to explore 

what rewilding might look like in the urban context, where large mammal reintroductions are neither practical nor 

wanted, for obvious reasons. Although urban environments are often presented as damaged, degraded and inferior to 

rural England, the modern city is filled with wild animal inhabitants – many of whom now find better access to food 

and shelter nestled amongst human populations than in the rural countryside. Yet plants and animals typically 

associated with urban areas are frequently labelled as ‘non-native’ or ‘invasive’ and characterised as ‘pests’, 

reinforcing ideas around what counts as ‘authentic’ Nature and where such authenticity is supposed to be found.  

Drawing on case study research in two UK cities, this paper explores the ways in which urban animals construct their 

worlds within the complex, hybrid geographies of urban Britain. The paper argues that by attending to the worlds of 

these animals on a material and sensory level we make a vital step in decolonising the knowledge practices that 

currently underpin much of conservation, with important implications for co-species livability in the modern cityscape.  

More-than-humans in the city: Understanding the social impacts of urban rewilding and greening interventions for 

biodiversity  

Cecily Maller (RMIT University, Australia) 

As cities are increasingly recognised as hotspots for biodiversity, urban greening and rewilding interventions are 

becoming ever popular. These solutions are promoted as having multiple co-benefits for humans and more-than-

humans, infused with narratives of climate change adaptation and positive human mental and physical health 

outcomes. However aside from the bulk of the current discourse falling into the trap of normalisation (e.g. ‘healthy 

parks, healthy people’ initiatives), to date little research has critically engaged with how the human residents of cities 

respond to urban greening and rewilding interventions and the potentially increasing numbers, or changing types, of 

more-than-humans living in urban neighbourhoods. As most rewilding programs have occurred in peri-urban or rural 

areas, the bulk of current knowledge about human responses and human-more-than-human relations is in a rural or 

semi-rural context. In this vein, this paper seeks to critically engage with the social dimensions of rewilding initiatives 

and programs in urban settings, focusing on human-more-than-human relations in residential contexts. Following on 

from the critical attention that rewilding is receiving from ecological and conservation perspectives, it reviews the 

current state of knowledge about human-more-than-human relations in rewilding programs, drawing out any 

conclusions relevant for an urban context. In drawing mainly on literature from human geography, political ecology 

and environmental sociology the paper aims to develop a critical ‘new materialisms’ perspective for understanding 

how human residents respond to rewilding projects in cities. The paper concludes by contemplating what these ideas 

might mean for improving the design and implementation of future urban rewilding programs.  

The implications of ambivalent framings for re-wildering: lessons from peatbogs public perceptions  

Anja Byg (The James Hutton Institute, UK) 

Julia Martin-Ortega (University of Leeds, UK) 

Klaus Glenk (Scotland's Rural College, UK) 

Paula Novo (James Hutton Institute, UK) 

In this paper we explore the different framings of peatbogs in Scotland as wilderness or as cultural landscapes. We 

then reflect on the ambiguities and ambivalences associated with these framings as well as the implications for the 
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understanding of the role of humans in relation to peatbogs, nature in general and concepts such as rewilding. 

Peatbogs in Scotland are variously interpreted as bleak, dangerous places, and as open spaces of freedom, romance, 

adventure and home to rare species. In addition, they are also seen as cultural landscapes, which, too, can be 

understood positively as landscapes of tradition that human stewards have managed for generations, or as ruined 

landscapes degraded through human over-exploitation. Our work shows that the different interpretations do not 

necessarily exclude one another, but that they can sit (uncomfortably) side by side and that people draw on different 

framings depending on the context. As the framings include different views of the role of humans in nature, they 

entail different concepts of how nature should be managed, and distribute responsibilities and blame differently. 

While peatbogs may be a special case in that they are inherently ambiguous as being neither land nor water, we find 

the same ambiguities reflected in debates around rewilding. While it is often assumed that people are either for or 

against rewilding, we show that things are more complex and that different framings may come into play at different 

times, creating messy spaces for rewilding to navigate.  
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Session 

abstract 

For a long time, geographers and political ecologists have found fault with the ‘fortress model’ that has 

characterised much of conservation for the last century. The spatial demarcation of nature enacted in 

the form of protected areas (PAs) and national parks (NPs) has been shown to have (often violent) 

territorialising effects on both the human and non-human communities involved (Adams and Mulligan, 

2003; Merchant, 1992, 2005; Brockington, 2002). In recent years, scholars have noted a wave of new 

interests within European and North American environmental conservation circles. These include shifts 

away from practices governance and control (often associated with wilderness creation) toward 

geographies of the ‘wild’ and ‘unruly’ (Lorimer and Driessen, 2014; Taylor, 2005; Whatmore, 1998).  

In particular, rewilding is an emerging paradigm that fits these trends and has received much attention 

within both conservation and popular discourse. As noted by Jørgensen (2015), the term rewilding has 

been used in a myriad of ways within conservation, scientific, and academic literature and as such a 

broad range of activities is now identified within the rewilding umbrella. Therefore critical approaches 

are needed to understand how and why conservation and ‘wild-life’ is increasingly being framed in this 

way, the cultural and political factors influencing such moves, and the consequences of these framings 

for both human and non-human life.  

This session seeks to critically engage with the nexus between post-colonial conservation and the 

development of rewilding initiatives at both the theoretical and practical level with cognisance of their 

historical precedence. In particular, to fully understanding these framings it is imperative that scholars 

examine and identify regimes of knowledge which can often monopolise rewilding discourse and 

practice, and critically examine and identify the centres of power (and those residing within) where 

decisions concerning rewilding are actually being made.  

In addition this session also seeks to explore the role ‘participation’ plays in current rewilding discourse 

and practice. Participation as a key dimension for natural resource management has been endorsed by 

the international environmental community since Rio (1992) and in this session we are particularly 

interested in the interplay between discourse and institutions across levels of governance in producing 
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participatory rewilding conservation initiatives, as well as the dynamics of participation ‘on the ground’.  

Rewilding in Wales: Abandoning or Reimagining a Cultural Heartland?  

Sophie Wynne-Jones (Bangor University, UK) 

Graham Strouts (Bangor University, UK) 

George Holmes (University of Leeds, UK) 

This paper is about rewilding in Wales and the tensions it involves. Rewilding is a relatively novel and self-proclaimedly 

optimistic approach to nature conservation, which seeks to be proactive and ambitious in the face of continuing 

environmental decline. Whilst there is a strong emphasis on non-human agency, rewilding remains a distinctly human 

vision and is inescapably political. Notably, rewilding has struggled to escape the difficult legacy of wilderness 

conservation as an elite and romanticised vision. This paper explores the approach and development of the rewilding 

movement in Wales, drawing on long-term ethnography and interviews. The analysis focuses on the differing 

imaginaries of nature and landscape involved and how these have contributed to conflicts.  

Exploring the negotiation of these tensions, the paper details how learning and reflexivity amongst advocates has 

begun to occur and inform wider engagements and campaign strategy. These offer some indications of a way forward 

for the rewilding movement to counter historic impasses, particularly in terms of the language and discourse used and 

the extent of measures proposed. The paper concludes by addressing difficulties which continue to persist with 

rewilders ‘outsider’ status and the possibilities for constructing inclusive visions for rural change. As such, the paper 

evaluates the extent to which the rewilding movement in Wales is able to advance a more socially just and responsive 

approach, and what implications this has for other practitioners operating across Europe.  

Re-introducing the Eurasian lynx, wilding and compensation  

Lois Mansfield (University of Cumbria, UK) 

Ian Convery (University of Cumbria, UK) 

The Eurasian lynx (lynx lynx) is a medium sized felid and is reasonably common across Russia, central and northern 

Europe. The lynx became extirpated from the UK around 1300 years ago, largely due to habitat destruction and 

human persecution. Currently, the Lynx UK Trust (LUT) intend to apply for a licence to trial the reintroduction of lynx 

to the wild for a period of five years, and they are currently carrying out stakeholder consultations.  

The LUT argues that lynx present no threat to humans and that it is exceptionally rare for them to predate on 

agricultural animals supported by a range of evidence from the European mainland where similar re-introductions 

have been adopted. The LUT state that lynx will ‘return a vital natural function to our ecology helping control numbers 

of deer and a variety of agricultural pest species whilst protecting forestry from deer damage caused by 

overpopulation’.  

Despite these assurances, there is strong opposition from the farming sector, with both the NFU and the NSA 

opposing the trial reintroduction on the grounds of livestock predation. This paper focuses on one aspect of the 

stakeholder consultation work; developing a compensation approach in relation to livestock predation in the areas 

around Kielder in North Northumberland. The approach taken is a co-management approach (derived from common 

property resource management, where many actors can have a vested interest) to overcome cognitive conflict. The 

process demonstrates the need to apply a transdisciplinary approach to wilding projects, whereby the challenge 

becomes the central control around which a range of opposing stakeholders aim to find consensus.  

Contested knowledges and participation in governing unsanctioned wild-life  

Kieran O'Mahony (Cardiff University, UK) 

Illegitimate and unsanctioned wild-life is often labelled as feral, a term embedded with value judgements that fix 

particular non-humans to specific spaces. Such labelling also infers a lack of consideration for the behavioural 

ecologies of the species in question, their potential autonomy, and ability to live out self-sustaining, wild lives. 

Rethinking feral natures through the emerging paradigm of rewilding is seen here as a useful way to be more attentive 

to the lives of the nonhuman creatures in question and their broader affect on social-ecological processes. It can also 

open up and help understandings of the complex human-nonhuman entanglements that may unfurl when species are 

(re)introduced. Finally, it helps us decolonise perspectives of rewilding that see it as exclusively restricted to the 

territories of conservation, but rather as one that flows through multiple land uses. 

Using the example of feral, reintroduced wild boar in the British Countryside, this paper will consider the contests of 
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knowledge and power that seek to define their presence. Legislation emphasises the responsibility of individual 

landowners to control wild boar, if desired. Using such a socially determined, regionalised topology to govern a fluid, 

mobile species requires co-operation and multiple stakeholder participation. However, such a strategy throws up a 

multitude of issues regarding local power relations and the ability to assimilate differing institutional and public 

philosophies of nature.  

Last night a desk jockey saved wild life: rewilding in the Scottish Highlands  

Ella Furness (Cardiff University, UK) 

This contribution explores the ways in which key actors and drivers shape the practice of rewilding in the Scottish 

Highlands and how a format of intense social ‘wilderness’ experiences mediates understandings that participants 

develop about nature. The landscape of the Highlands has been shaped by the clearances which led to the 

dispossession of thousands. The ensuing idea of the Highlands as a colonial terra nullius empty of people makes it a 

perfect venue for rewilding and visions of wild nature (Holl & Smith, 2007), but begs the question why are 

understandings of nature that require the removal of the human enjoying a resurgence? This paper looks through the 

theoretical lens of ‘communitas’ (Turner, 1995) alongside philosophies about social and environmental alienation 

(Hailwood, 2015; Vogel, 2015) to argue that the rising popularity of ‘rewilding’ is intimately linked to the social and 

environmental alienation inherent in the typical working conditions of the office centred economy of the UK (Office 

for National Statistics, 2016). To do this, the piece discusses the findings of an ethnographic study carried out over 

2015-16 at eight ‘conservation weeks’ in the Scottish Highlands where people from across the UK travel to the 

Highlands to work on restoration activities and learn about ‘nature’ as part of a 250 year ‘rewilding’ vision to reinstate 

the Caledonian forest.  
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abstract 

For a long time, geographers and political ecologists have found fault with the ‘fortress model’ that has 

characterised much of conservation for the last century. The spatial demarcation of nature enacted in 

the form of protected areas (PAs) and national parks (NPs) has been shown to have (often violent) 

territorialising effects on both the human and non-human communities involved (Adams and Mulligan, 

2003; Merchant, 1992, 2005; Brockington, 2002). In recent years, scholars have noted a wave of new 

interests within European and North American environmental conservation circles. These include shifts 

away from practices governance and control (often associated with wilderness creation) toward 

geographies of the ‘wild’ and ‘unruly’ (Lorimer and Driessen, 2014; Taylor, 2005; Whatmore, 1998).  

In particular, rewilding is an emerging paradigm that fits these trends and has received much attention 

within both conservation and popular discourse. As noted by Jørgensen (2015), the term rewilding has 

been used in a myriad of ways within conservation, scientific, and academic literature and as such a 

broad range of activities is now identified within the rewilding umbrella. Therefore critical approaches 

are needed to understand how and why conservation and ‘wild-life’ is increasingly being framed in this 

way, the cultural and political factors influencing such moves, and the consequences of these framings 

for both human and non-human life. This session seeks to critically engage with the nexus between 

post-colonial conservation and the development of rewilding initiatives at both the theoretical and 

practical level with cognisance of their historical precedence. In particular, to fully understanding these 
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framings it is imperative that scholars examine and identify regimes of knowledge which can often 

monopolise rewilding discourse and practice, and critically examine and identify the centres of power 

(and those residing within) where decisions concerning rewilding are actually being made.   In addition 

this session also seeks to explore the role ‘participation’ plays in current rewilding discourse and 

practice. Participation as a key dimension for natural resource management has been endorsed by the 

international environmental community since Rio (1992) and in this session we are particularly 

interested in the interplay between discourse and institutions across levels of governance in producing 

participatory rewilding conservation initiatives, as well as the dynamics of participation ‘on the ground’.  

 

Rewilding or profits? Learning from the Save Valley Conservancy in Zimbabwe  

Svongwa Nemadire (University of Leuven, Belgium) 

Maarten Loopmans (University of Leuven, Belgium) 

In 1991, 21 cattle farmers abandoned farming, pulled down fences from properties, and erected a 360km double 

perimeter fence to rewild what would become one of the world’s largest privately-owned wildlife reserve, the Save 

Valley Conservancy (SVC) in Zimbabwe. The SVC concentrated on the management and conservation of wildlife for 

tourism and hunting. We used media content analysis to examine tensions that arose between the Conservancy and 

firstly the poor communities at its boundary, and secondly the political leadership. Results indicate that mistrust 

developed when the conservancy was perceived to be accumulating huge profits from the rewilding project, which it 

did not redistribute. The struggle was no longer about wildlife conservation per se but was about identity, resource 

ownership, and profits; complicated by a history of land appropriation for settler farming and economic development 

which had displaced locals from the land in question. Despite the complex background in which the SVC was 

developed and is currently operating, we think that rewilding projects elsewhere can still learn something from it. 

Rewilding becomes vulnerable when economic rather than conservation and ecological objectives are emphasised.  

Re-wilding and De-wilding the Galápagos: Re-worlding World Heritage  

Daisy Sutcliffe (University of Glasgow, UK) 

Using my recent fieldwork in Galápagos, this paper seeks to explore the relationship between the local population of 

this archipelago and a rewilding initiative that has taken place as a part of wider conservation efforts in this World 

Heritage Site. The Galápagos has been framed as cradle, ark, laboratory and museum for the natural world. It was one 

of the first places to gain World Heritage status, an exemplar of natural processes at work. Having not had a human 

population until the nineteenth century, and this only growing into the thousands since World War Two, parts of this 

archipelago could be said to be one of the world’s last great wildernesses. Other parts have been decimated by 

‘introduced species’ that have arrived intentionally and unintentionally with humans. One such island is Pinta, where 

the last Pinta Tortoise (Chelonoidis abingdonii), Lonesome George, died in captivity without mating in 2012. In 2010, a 

pioneering re-wilding experiment took place on Pinta in which sterile non-native tortoises were introduced to fill the 

ecological gap left by the extirpation of native tortoises. In this paper I question the value to conservation of the 

concept of re-wilding, arguing that it needs to go hand in hand with de-wilding, that is, re-establishing a connection 

between the human population and the other living species on the earth. Using the Galápagos and its residents as an 

example, I discuss how World Heritage and the designated Sites that represent it pose a challenge to this 

subjectification of Nature.  

Hybrid Beings. Livestock Guardian Dogs and the Synthetisation of Nature and Culture in the Swiss Wolf 

Repopulation Process?  

Nikolaus Heinzer (University of Zurich, Switzerland) 

Wolves‘ return to Switzerland after more than 100 years forces the Swiss society to reconsider the way to deal with 

the wilderness embodied by wolves and how to interrelate it with more ‘cultural’ spheres: from human towns and 

settlings to economically used and cultivated landscapes, the so called Kulturlandschaft. Whereas there are 

tendencies to sustain an unambiguous boarder between two entities, ‘ecological’ actors view a wilderness which is 

not only relativised by notions of global ecological interdependence (e.g. in the concept of the Anthropocene) but also 

considered compatible with Kulturlandschaft inhabited by people and domesticated animals. Wolves, by having the 

ability to adjust and adapt to human infrastructure and spaces on a micro level, represent in this view a modern 
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wilderness that finds its niches at the immediate seems of civilization. This perception manifests itself in the political 

claims of coexistence of humans, livestock and wild predators. For the functioning of this coexistence, with the core 

context situated in the realm of small livestock farming, a key role is assigned to herd guarding measures. Livestock 

guardian dogs seem of scientific interest since they embody two extremes: while they are supposed to beat wolves 

with their own weapons – pure, instinctive wilderness – they also have to meet very high job requirements by being 

able to differentiate between hikers, bikers, cars, herding or companion dogs and wolves.  

Ensuing from relational and non-essentialist theoretical approaches (Latour, Tsing, Haraway), in my paper I want to 

ask to what extent the integration and synthetization of Nature and Culture can be traced when looking at livestock 

guardian dogs as hybrid beings.  

(More-than-)Human Beings and Becomings: taking participation and community ownership seriously in rewilding 

praxis  

Clare Bissell (University of Cambridge, UK) 

Over the last five years, rewilding has gathered momentum throughout Europe as an innovative and popular 

conservation tool to bring back areas of ‘wilderness’ (Wild Europe Initiative 2013). With outcomes focused on 

economic benefits, ecosystem services and ecological restoration, there is a risk of viewing rewilding as a panacea for 

treating the complex ills of the anthropocene.  

There have been numerous critiques of the rewilding concept – from political ecologists questioning the nature-

culture binaries inherent in the terminology, to biologists debating baseline classifications. This paper, however, 

focuses on praxis, specifically addressing the disciplinary gap between conservation and community work in frontline 

rewilding project work. To do this, the research draws upon narratives collected in anthropological fieldwork at a 

rewilding zone in Romania and the researcher’s professional community work background. The findings shed light on 

the unspoken partnership between rewilding and broader neoliberal development agendas, akin to other 

conservation initiatives (Brockington and Duffy 2011). Rising to the challenges posed by decolonializing theory, this 

paper outlines three recommendations for taking community ownership and participation seriously: i) rethinking what 

participation really means in practice; ii) finding ways to measure success by the well-being and agency of people and 

the ecosystem; and iii) thinking critically about the language used in rewilding discourse. 

In an age characterised by stories of degradation, this presentation ends with a reminder that “the adventure of 

thinking is ultimately an adventure of hope” (White and Wilbert 2009:26) and rewilding offers a call to action we can 

all respond to.  

Discussant George Holmes (University of Leeds, UK) 
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abstract 

The sessions will facilitate a broad interdisciplinary exploration of food from and within rural spaces and 

places, diversity and differences in experiences and knowledge of inaccessible, insecure and 

unaffordable food and paths towards enabling sufficiency and localised food (and drink?) justice.  

This session is framed around the tensions between rural production and consumption and naturally 

merges areas of current debate and concern across both traditional rural interests and immerging food 

geographies globally.  
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Engaging With Beekeepers’ Environmental Knowledge To Ensure Food Security  

Siobhan Maderson (Aberystwyth University, UK) 

The impact of food production on the wider environment is a key issue for policy-makers, farmers, environmentalists 

and others. Tensions between the dominant industrial food production system, and environmental sustainability, are 

widely recognised. Recent years have seen a range of policy initiatives aiming to reverse the current decline in bees 

and pollinators. While there is an official emphasis on ensuring the wider environment is made healthier and more 

diverse, and more supportive of wider biodiversity and wellbeing, my current PhD research indicates a worrying divide 

between policy and practice. My extensive interviews with long-term beekeepers highlights their detailed, experiential 

knowledge of rural spaces, changes in food production, and the impact on bee health.  While current government 

guidance for farmers and other landowners and managers contains a plethora of sound advice on ensuring food 

production and pollinator wellbeing coexist, data from my interviews suggests that the countryside is increasingly 

seen as an inferior habitat for bees and other pollinators, who may be better off foraging in towns and peri-urban 

areas. Given the crucial role pollinators play in food security, this disconnect is a cause for concern.  

All of my interviewees have a long history of engagement with bees, and with broader farming and agriculture. They 

are uniquely placed to comment on the sustainability of food production systems, yet they express frustration with 

their experiential knowledge being sidelined in decision-making processes. This paper will explore the potential for 

better integration of beekeepers’ knowledges to ensure pollinator wellbeing and wider food security. 

'If the countryside doesn’t plant, the city won’t eat’: rural livelihoods, young people and food-water-energy security 

in the Vale do Paraiba, São Paulo  

Catherine Walker (University of Leicester, UK) 

Ben Coles (University of Leicester, UK) 

Recent scholarship theorises the multiple entanglements between food and consumer bodies. Simultaneously, it 

considers the wider webs of interconnections in which food security, along with that of water and energy, is 

implicated. The latter focuses on the large scale flows of relations that comprise a ‘nexus’ of food-water-energy 

security, often at urban scales, whilst the former considers the socialized subjectivities of food’s production and 

consumption through practices such as attunement (Carolan 2016) and ingestion (Abbots 2016) within the body. This 

paper brings these two literatures together to better understand the ways in which food-security is constituted 

through the bodies of young people. Drawing from recent empirical research carried out with 10-25-year-olds and 

with key professionals working in civil society, industry, government and educational settings in the Brazilian 

southeast we examine young Brazilians as producers and consumers of food. We explore their narratives of 

consumption and production, alongside those of actors involved in promoting young people’s access to healthy food, 

knowledge about food security and involvement in sustaining rural livelihoods, to consider how their bodies are used 

to buttress arguments for greater food security and to raise concerns about ‘rural exodus’. Our case study 

demonstrates ways in which imaginations of the rural are bound up in notions of health, sustainability and the bodies 

of young people. Further, however, it blurs the often normalized scalar configurations to illustrate the ways in which 

rural economies and livelihoods shuttle across and knit between processes that are otherwise thought of as urban.  

Diverse experiences of food poverty in rural Wales  

David Beck (Bangor University, UK) 

Eifiona Thomas Lane (Bangor University, UK) 

Hefin Gwilym (Bangor University, UK) 

There is no doubt that the issue of poverty has been of growing concern throughout the UK given current austerity 

measures. A marker for the experience of poverty, and a potential sign of the times, has been the growth of the food 

bank - a place whereby people experiencing some form of difficulty – poverty, sudden loss of income or employment 

can claim food assistance in the form of three days’ worth of free food. Food poverty is experienced across both rural 

and urban areas and has been marked by the presence, use and proliferation of such banks.  This research brings 

forward diverse and different voices - of those people who have used food banks and also voices of those whom have 

delivered support across Wales. In doing so the intention in this paper is to explore the transitory journey into (and 

hopefully out of) food poverty which focusing specifically on lived experiences within geographical areas traditionally 

recognised as being spaces associated with food production. 
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The sessions will facilitate a broad interdisciplinary exploration of food from and within rural spaces and 

places, diversity and differences in experiences and knowledge of inaccessible, insecure and 

unaffordable food and paths towards enabling sufficiency and localised food (and drink?) justice.  

This session is framed around the tensions between rural production and consumption and naturally 

merges areas of current debate and concern across both traditional rural interests and immerging food 

geographies globally.  

Fish Wives Tales exploring the potential of rural pesca-tourism  

Rebecca Jones (Bangor University, UK) 

This paper is based upon a series of empirical case studies along food chains associated with coastal tourism 

experiences across Wales all related to seafood, fish and fishing as embodied knowledges of place local food heritage. 

The theoretical concept of responsible pesca-tourism is explored along with different knowledges and expectations of 

how to facilitate local value added from fished resources and gastronomy. Tales of past traditional coastal fishing 

heritage are also shared as a contrast with fresh aspirations and stories based on new forms of entrepreneurship 

focussing on coarse fishing in order to examine the potential of a wide range of rural food experiences within 

regeneration.  

Food in the Welsh uplands: still an option?  

Jane Ricketts Hein (Cynidr Consulting, UK) 

Eifiona Thomas Lane (Bangor University, UK) 

Rebecca Jones (Bangor University, UK) 

The uplands of Britain fulfil a great many roles and have many, and extremely varied, meanings. Overlaid onto these 

perceptions and values are ever-changing physical, social, economic and political environments. This is particularly 

true in Wales, where devolution and recently-introduced legislation has created a unique political context; one which 

explicitly highlights sustainability as a goal. While they do not attract as much attention as urban or highly productive 

(in the traditional sense) agricultural land, many sectors have an interest in the uplands. These include a variety of 

government departments, a range of environmental organisations, the public and, of course, the farmers and land 

managers themselves. The values and land uses ascribed to the uplands are sometimes negative, with ‘problems’ of 

harsh physical conditions, economic poverty and infertile agricultural land. For others, these areas are sites of energy 

production, landscape, habitat and species conservation, outdoor recreational activity, extreme sports, water 

management and carbon storage. More recently, they potentially areas ripe for ‘rewilding’. For farmers, of course, 

they may be all these things, but they are often primarily farmland, for the production of (mainly) red meat products 

and the maintenance of farming systems. Given these diverse values, many of which are likely to pay better in a 

post-CAP Wales, is food production still an option for the uplands? How do farmers negotiate these competing 

objectives for their land? These discussions are informed by a recent participatory workshop where Welsh upland 

farmers were asked to provide policy priorities for the Welsh government post-CAP  

Community Supported Agriculture: food access and security for rural communities?  

Ian Humphrey (The University of Sheffield, UK) 

Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) is a relatively new concept in food growing and distribution in the UK; CSA 

schemes embody principles and practices that have the potential to be replicated and reproduced, or ‘scaled up’ and 

‘scaled out’ (Johnston and Baker, 2005), thereby addressing issues of sustainability in the rural food supply chain. This 

paper considers whether CSA presents an opportunity for rural communities to address issues of localised food access 
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and security. CSA is a potentially transformative model of agriculture that seeks to redress a range of social, economic, 

and environmental problems associated with conventional agriculture. The model is exemplary of the ‘turn-to-the-

local’ (Feagan, 2008) and the reconnection of communities with the source of their produce. CSAs involve a direct 

relationship between producers and consumers (who are frequently one and the same), whereby members invest in a 

share of the season’s fruit and vegetable harvest; internalise the risks associated with growing; and accept seasonal 

variations in the type, quality and volume of produce. Drawing on an extended ethnographic case study of a nascent 

CSA scheme in west Wales, I demonstrate how CSA can empower rural communities to develop their food access 

differently; acquire diverse social, practical and entrepreneurial skills; and broadly invigorate social capital. 

Conversely, I critique whether the model is economically viable, socially inclusive, and genuinely transferable to other 

rural contexts. I argue that rural food security at my case study was always temporary, circumstantial and, ultimately, 

fragile.  

 

 

Food geographies: production and supply chains  
http://conference.rgs.org/conference/sessions/view.aspx?heading=Y&session=%7B1BEE830F-3188-4D21-B171-371EF7A045B5%7D 

Chair: Bruce Scholten (Durham University, UK) 
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The Potential for Aquaculture in Lake Victoria and Implications for Wild Fisheries and Fish Commodity Markets 

Stuart Hamilton (Salisbury University, USA) 

Sarah Glaser (Secure Fisheries) 

Leslie Kaufman (Boston University, USA) 

Dale Rothman (University of Denver, USA) 

Karin Wedig (University of Denver, USA) 

Aquaculture (farmed fish) surpassed wild capture fisheries as the major source of fish production to the world in 2014. 

On one hand, aquaculture promises to fill the gap left by declining wild fisheries and to provide the world with a 

reliable, affordable form of fish. On the other hand, aquaculture can have negative consequences such as pollution, 

inequitable distribution of benefits, and ecological impacts on the wild fish harvested to produce fish feed. These 

tradeoffs are becoming increasingly evident around Lake Victoria. In the face of stagnating wild fisheries in Lake 

Victoria and a surging human population around its shores, aquaculture may improve food and livelihood security in 

Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania. An international team of researchers (NSF 1518532) are investigating the potential for 

Lake Victoria-based aquaculture and the implications for wild fisheries, global and local supplies of fish, and regional 

economic development. Researchers are currently investigating how global demand for fish affects local markets and 

the fishers who supply them, how the distribution of benefits from aquaculture can be made more equitable, and how 

building aquaculture facilities in and near lakes affects the ecology and economics of wild fisheries. This work fills a 

critical gap in knowledge about the links between aquaculture and wild fish, and it will increase understanding of how 

emerging markets in developing countries can be structured to promote sustainability and equitability. 
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Imag(in)ing farms in supermarkets: gender, sexuality, nation and the sale of ‘high welfare’ chicken  

Andrea Petitt (Uppsala University, Sweden) 

Jacob Bull (Uppsala University, Sweden) 

This paper attends to the ways that meat from higher welfare chicken is sold in supermarkets in Sweden. Recognising 

that the “welfare-friendly chicken body is an achievement between the market, the animal and publics.” (Buller and 

Roe 2013), this paper continues these discussions to show how gender, race, nation and sexuality operate within 

these markets and publics. By attending to the images used to sell chicken we examine how ideas about ‘the farm’ 

and ‘the family’ are mobilised in the supermarket. Using images of specific families, they work positioning chicken 

both in the Swedish rural landscape, but also in intersecting social categories. These two narratives intertwine and 

operate as a device in the sale of high welfare chicken meat. We think through these processes in relations to notions 

of the ‘local’ and short supply chains that often figure in alternative food practices (Guthman 2008). We show how the 

marketization of high welfare chicken requires a slippage of the idea of ‘local’ from denoting ‘nearby’ to meaning 

‘specific location’. Further, we argue that this is achieved by picking a specific moment and space of chicken 

production. This hides the dependency on global supply chains, but also (re)produces ideas about what high welfare 

is, who cares, and how we should care. Throughout the paper we demonstrate how the narratives of farm, family and 

nation operate in relation to species and welfare, as the ‘Swedish family farm’ is used to sell high welfare chicken in 

ways that contrast with other meat animals. 

Changing chicken bodies – what has science got to do with it?  

Helena Nordström Källström (Swedish University for Agricultural Sciences, Sweden) 

Agricultural animal bodies are complex combinations of nature and culture shifting over time. Ongoing breeding plans 

always involve valuing animals in response to social, economic and environmental pressures. One result of this is 

broiler chicken reaching slaughter weight in 38 days materializing narratives that frame white meat as a healthy low-

fat choice, but also economically efficient. But the birds and the industrial rearing conditions are increasingly under 

attack because of welfare issues associated with breast heavy birds, the space afforded each bird and incidence of 

foot ulcers. As consumer demands begin to shift once more, the chicken is now recalibrated to a bird that grows more 

slowly, can range free, attains the desirable weights, and can compete in a globalised economy. How are the bodies of 

chickens shaped by competing socio-economic pressures? Where in the production line are decisions made and on 

what premises? This paper will report on an ethnographic study following the chicken back to animal research units 

where welfare and production of slow growing chickens are assessed. The breeding programmes and the dominance 

of expert knowledge are both problems and solutions for the chicken. Drawing on theories of body and embodiment 

and critical feminist perspectives on science, the paper shows how the changing pressures of agriculture have material 

consequence in the chicken body through science. 

Dairy Cooperatives Empower Farmers vis-à-vis Processors & Traders in US, UK & India  

Bruce Scholten (Durham University, UK) 

This paper addresses the International Federation of Organic Agricultural Movement (IFOAM 2014: 3) Organic 3.0 

strategy point 5 on 'Holistic empowerment from the farm to the final product… along the value chain', and notes 

farmers' dairy cooperatives empower weaker actors (e.g. marginal farmers in Scholten 1998 photo above). Dr. 

Verghese Kurien, who led India's White Revolution, (Dairy India 2007: 8) said: 'It is my firm and unshakable belief that 

the entire value-chain from procurement to [processing to] marketing is the sole and exclusive domain of the farmer. 

The moment the farmer loses… it…s/he becomes nothing more than a contract labourer.' Globalization raises 

vulnerability of Farmers to private Processors and Traders who benefit from global sourcing of commodities. Examples 

include US agribusiness mergers forming vertical chains with 10,000 cow mega-dairies that bankrupt family farms (Phil 

Howard 2016 MSU; Scholten 2014). Organic 3.0 exhorts empowering weaker actors. This is facilitated when 

cooperative Farmers cooperate with coops abroad, such as OMSCO-UK working with Soil Association-UK to pool milk 

with Organic Valley-USA coop, marketing to China (Farmers Weekly 2016). OMSCO also trades with Scandinavia-based 

ARLA coop, supplying EU countries like Germany (Agra Europe 2008). The OMSCO-OV partnership could strengthen 

them after a mooted monopolistic merger of private Danone-France and WhiteWave-US (Agri-Pulse 2016). OV coop’s 

50%-50% partnership with private Dean-Horizon poses other challenges. Global North-South cooperation could grow, 

facilitated by India’s National Programme for Organic Production’ (NPOP 2016). Potentially, AMUL-US could pool with 

Organic Valley-US and OMSCO-UK to resist private rivals, and drought and business cycles. AMUL-India-USA has new 
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facilities in US, supplied with non-organic milk by the Upstate Niagara Cooperative. AMUL might also import organic 

powder from 'The Green Hills of India' (Scholten, Dairy India 2007: 41). AMUL-India could use its Operation Flood 

(1970-96) model to spearhead new milk farmers' cooperatives of smallholders, tribals and women (Basu 2009), to 

improve organic value-chains from poor hill people in fundamentally 'organic' grazing lands where bovines enjoy good 

welfare. There are high-value domestic prospects too: Just as Seattle computer geeks sip coffee with organic milk, 

their counterparts in Bangaluru like knowing their organic treats sustain livelihoods of hill people. In organic speak 

that’s Eat the View!  

 

Livelihood strategies, food production in a rural small town in Turkey  

Coşku Kocabıyık (KU Leuven, Belgium) 

Maarten Loopmans (University of Leuven, Belgium) 

Rural households in Turkey produce their own food by tradition. While families still rely on self-produced food, 

production-consumption patterns of rural household are changing due to many factors. In this paper we investigate 

self-produced food as a household strategy to reduce vulnerability in Aglasun, a rural small town in Southwest Turkey. 

Household surveys were conducted in 2016 with 221 peasant farmer households (1/4 of all farming households) 

According to survey results approximately 9% of the household are food secure while 25% is severely food insecure in 

addition to this 25% of agricultural plots registered in the survey use for self-consumption rest assigned to production 

for market or livestock. First we asses determinants of different production-consumption patterns of households 

second we discuss importance of self-produced food for reducing vulnerability in rural livelihoods 

Reflections on supplier entry barriers to domestic retail markets: The case of food processing firms in Kenya  

Lotte Thomsen (Copenhagen Business School, Denmark) 

Paul Kamau (University of Nairobi, Kenya) 

Dorothy McCormick (University of Nairobi, Kenya) 

This paper examines challenges for Kenyan food processing firms in the ‘modern’ domestic supermarket sector, and 

thereby distinguishes itself from an increasing number of studies that have explored developing country suppliers in 

global value chains (GVCs). The paper also differs by focusing on food processing businesses rather than on 

smallholders and farmers and thus adds to our knowledge on the possibilities for economic diversification and value 

added. The paper is based on survey material and interviews with some of the largest food processors in Kenya. It 

pinpoints how the requirements these businesses must meet for domestic supermarkets increasingly mimic those 

often stressed in the export sector. Consequently, domestic supermarkets are often considered out of reach even by 

larger Kenyan food processors.  

1 

Peter Jackson, Julie Guthman, Paul Milbourne / BAS 2016 

________________________________________________________________________________.  
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3. Editorial by Bruce Scholten

 
Newcastle University Professor (Em.) David R. Harvey 

edits Journal of Agricultural Economics (BAS 2017). 

Brexit plagues farm labour 

by Bruce Scholten 

The author is honorary research fellow in Durham 

University Geography Department, UK. He was raised 

on a dairy farm in Washington state and is the author 

of U.S. Organic Dairy Politics. This article appears in 

Hoard’s Dairyman USA (hoards.com) 

BRITISH summer events like the Wimbledon tennis 

tournament are synonymous with strawberries and 

dairy cream for spectators. But a dearth of migrant 

workers from Eastern Europe is driving strawberry 

prices sky-high. It’s not lowered the price of cream 

either.  

According to a survey by Britain’s National Farmers 

Union (NFU), a 17 percent shortfall of foreign workers 

left farms short of pickers. Small fruit and vegetable 

farmers are considering switching to grain, which is 

harvested by machine. Agribusiness operations are 

moving to continental operations where labour is 

plentiful. Like urbanizing Americans, United Kingdom 

citizens shun seasonal fruit and vegetable picking. The 

NFU reported that only 14 of 13,400 workers recruited 

from January to May 2017 were British natives. 

The Brexit process is blamed for labour shortages. The 

NFU had quietly warned farmers that their interests 

were better protected inside the EU, but a Farmers 

Weekly poll found 58 percent of 577 farmers wanted 

Brexit. Why? Farmers voted for Brexit based on 

concerns with bureaucracy, sovereignty, and 

immigration (Express 2016).  

Eventually, on June 23, 2016, 52 percent of British 

“Leave” voters chose Brexit from the European Union. 

This prompted Prime Minister Theresa May (who 

originally urged voters to “Remain”) to call a snap 

election on June 8, 2017. She hoped to stabilize her 

Conservative Party’s majority in Parliament and 

hammer a tough deal with Brussels.  

It was a gamble Prime Minister May lost, resulting in a 

hung Parliament. Debt-laden students voted en masse 

for the Labour Party (led by Jeremy Corbyn, the UK’s 

equivalent to Bernie Sanders). One frustrated dairy 

farmer said he didn’t care who was in power, but 

politicians should develop policy instead of wasting 

time insulting each other, according to the Farmers 

Weekly, June 9, 2017, edition. 

Key to this discussion is the fact that the European 

Union and its single market are based on four 

freedoms: the free movement of goods, labor, capital, 

and services (Economist February 9, 2006). “Leave” 

campaigners in Britain hoped to control immigration 

while maintaining low tariffs in their massive trade 

with Europe. But Brussels refuses to budge on free 

movement of people (BBC 2016). Plus, keeping 

Britain’s hooves near the fire is a lesson for any of the 

28 member countries considering departure. 

Why the worker shortage? 

Why are workers from Eastern Europe avoiding 

Britain? The Guardian (June 22, 2017) quoted John 

Hardman, director at Hops Labour Solutions: “The 

grim reality is that the perception from overseas is we 

are xenophobic . . .” Hardman also said “and the 

pound (British currency) has plummeted too,” in 

Farming Online, June 27, 2017. Perceived 

unfriendliness, political chaos, and a weak currency 

keep “Remainers” (those wanting to remain in the EU) 

hoping the Brexit process will reverse. 

British dairy farmers had trouble recruiting labour 

even before the Brexit vote. A survey of 2,000 people 

commissioned by the Royal Association of British Dairy 

Farmers (RABDF) suggests only 4 percent of United 

Kingdom adults are apt for dairy farm work despite 

competitive pay (Farming Online, June 27, 2017). 

Although 36 percent would consider working in rural 

areas, just 27 percent wanted to work with animals, 

and only 17 percent wanted to work with machinery.  
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RABDF chair Mike King said, “EU workers currently fill 

a large number of roles in dairy farming.” That reliance 

is growing, which is why many farmers who voted for 

Brexit now lobby the United Kingdom government to 

negotiate freedom of movement for EU dairy workers 

as soon as possible. Some farmers are turning to robot 

milkers to ease labour shortages (Bear & Holloway 

2016). Unfortunately, you can’t yet ask a robot to 

attend a birthing cow at 3 a.m. 

Britain’s ag future 

If Brexit culminates in divorce, British farmers will lose 

access to EU subsidies. At a symposium on Brexit in 

Durham’s Gala Centre on May 12, 2017, Professor 

David Harvey (Emeritus, Newcastle University) led the 

discussion before we all enjoyed British salmon, 

strawberries, and cream. As an agronomist, Harvey 

expects “quite a lot of structural and technical change 

in British agriculture if and when subsidies go. Some 

might well follow the New Zealand example in the 

1980s, perhaps especially in the hills and the wetter 

bits of the lowlands.”  

A trend to extensification might improve 

environmental sustainability and animal welfare but 

pose new challenges for farmers. Harvey concluded, 

“Farming will survive Brexit, but with fewer farmers.” 

What outcome should rural dwellers hope for? Harvey 

quips: “If you’re an optimist —learn Chinese. If you’re 

a pessimist — learn Russian!” 

  ** 

 

4. Book Review 

 

LINESCAPES: Remapping and Reconnecting 

Britain’s Fragmented Wildlife 
 

Hugh Warwick (2017) 

ISBN 9780224100892 

Square Peg, Penguin Random House,  

20 Vauxhall Bridge Road, London SW1V 2SA 

 

Reviewed by Dr Charles Howie 

charles_a_howie@hotmail.com 

 

Lines on the landscape both divide and connect. 

That is Hugh Warwick’s central argument in this, 

his fourth book.  The author has previously written 

about hedgehogs, about which he frequently 

contributes to the media, and wildlife more generally, 

and I expected LINESCAPES to describe the 

impediments human-made barriers present to our 

wildlife, and to an extent that is what I got, but he 

goes much further, even ending on a note of hope!   

 

Warwick’s book contains chapters on human-made 

barriers of hedges, ditches and dikes, walls, ancient 

paths and green lanes, canals, railways, roads, and 

pylons and pipelines, to which we might also add non-

human made barriers such as rivers, rift valleys, 

glaciers, volcanic actions and land bridges occurring 

due to changes in sea level as significant factors in 

separating and connecting wildlife, giving rise to 

hybridization, speciation and extinction.  The 

separation of male and female animals was key to the 

development of domestic and farm animals, but now 

these very barriers are rich lacunae for biodiversity, 

connecting isolated communities, as are canal banks, 

motorway verges and the bases of pylons, in our 

Anthropocene landscape. For example, where once 

the hot ash from steam trains scorched the edges of 

railway lines, rendering them near uninhabitable to 

much wildlife, the demise of smoking engines has seen 

the rehabilitation of this ‘soft estate’, 30,000 hectares 

of it, as an invaluable reservoir for animals and plants 

of many sorts; however, one mature tree may shed 

50,000 leaves and it only takes a few tonnes to 
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compress into a fine and traction-less mulch on the 

rails, for travellers to hear that dreaded 

announcement, ‘leaves on the line’! 

 

 Much worse, Warwick recounts how a barbed wire 

fence in Texas led to the deaths of thousands of cattle 

when they were unable to move to avoid blizzards, 

and how the barbed wire fence erected by Slovenia in 

2015 to control the flow of migrants is also having 

decimating effects on the wildlife, as well as humans. 

One must question what damage a separation wall 

between the USA and Mexico might have, and 

challenge it. 

 

Hugh Warwick writes with great passion and of 

intensity, with a wealth of information. On every page 

there is enticing detail, from the age of ancient reaves 

(lines of stones) on Dartmoor, erected around 3,500 

years ago, to the 43 minutes taken by a photon to 

travel from our sun to Jupiter and 35 minutes to be 

reflected back from there to Earth. However, 

Warwick’s work is much more than an I-Spy book of 

worthy facts.  In his final two chapters he wrestles 

with how the worth and value of our landscape can be 

included in the value we place on nature, its value for 

our health and sanity, our well-being.  He refers to the 

work of Froglife Conservation in considering the 

effectiveness of bridges and tunnels for wildlife to 

cross human made barriers, and how we must 

enhance their effectiveness, although ‘An 

infrastructure in harmony with the landscape is easy 

and cheap if done right from the beginning’ (Lars 

Nilson, Environment Director of the Swedish Transport 

Administration), a message the designers of the HS2 

railway need to hear loud and clear.  

 

As academics we may work and think in fragmented 

ways, but Hugh Warwick is a thoroughly holistic 

thinker and writer. I recommend this book in 

particular to postgraduate students starting work on 

‘the landscape’; it will be a rich source of lines of 

enquiry, and brilliant source of short quotations.  

************************************************************************************************ 

5. Two European Conferences by Keith Halfacree 

2nd European Rural Geography Conference, Braunschweig, Germany, June 2017 

European Society for Rural Sociology XVII Congress, Krakow, Poland, July 2017 
 

Two months, two European rural conferences and, yes, in spite of Brexit there was plenty of UK RGRG member 

interest!  In a few lines I cannot begin to summarise the events, except that they well illustrated the diversity and 

dynamism of rural scholarship across our continent.  As is the usual format, a mixture of plenary presentations and 

more specific working groups sessions run in parallel characterised the formal side of the meetings, whilst a choice 

from some fascinating field trips made sure we got our rural day in the field!  For me, that meant alternative 

communities and cheese and sheep, respectively pictured below, both of which expressed clearly active rural voices.  

Finally, my thanks go out to the organisers of both events, who it was widely felt did an exemplary job. 
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5. AAG Boston 2017 by Hannah Brooking & Andrew Maclaren (RGRG Postgrad reps) 
 

 

The 2017 American Association of Geographers (AAG) conference was held in Boston, 

Massachusetts and it was our very first AAG. The road to the AAG starts back in 2016 

where you can submit your paper, either to the conference as a whole, or to a specific 

call for papers. The AAG is perhaps most different from the RGS-IBG annual 

conference in that ‘The AAG accepts all submitted abstracts and organized sessions for 

presentation. You may only submit one abstract for presentation and be a panellist in 

one panel session. If you opt not to submit an abstract, you may be a panellist twice. 

There is no limit on how many sessions you may organize’. This is the reason for both 

the sheer number of attendees, and also the issue of people having to pull out or 

cancel very last minute, a point we raise below.  

We both presented research from our doctoral work. Hannah presented ‘Is sustainable cheese a fictitious agri-food 

identity?’ in the Food System Transitions session. Andrew presented 

in the New Voices in rural geography (the AAG’s Rural Geography 

Specialty groups version of our own New and Emerging Rural 

Researchers Session) on ‘More-than-representational Knowledges of 

Rural Ageing’.   

Both sessions were wonderful opportunities to engage a wide 

audience at an annual event that attracts 9,000 delegates from 

across the world. With such a large conference it was a hard task to 

choose a session to attend with so many parallel sessions running 

from 8am in the morning to 8pm at night. 

But it was great to see so many presentations on rural studies throughout the world. Not to mention other sessions, 

from the Geographies of Beer to sessions organised by the National 

Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA). As well as plenaries 

including, this year, a discussion with Noam Chomsky and a talk by 

David Harvey. 

Attending a conference in such a wonderful city meant we took 

some time off, which we managed to fill with some exploring of 

Boston’s more famous areas and sites, including the Quincy market 

food hall, the freedom trail, Harvard University, a Bruins ice hockey 

game and a Boston Red Sox baseball game as well as enjoying the 

views atop the Prudential Centre.  

There is a lot of good advice out there for geographers attending their first conference, particularly from our own RGS-

IBG Postgraduate Forum (See links below). But our advice would be for a conference of 

the size of the AAG is make sure you spend time exploring the conference programme, 

which if you get a paper copy, is comparable in size to a door stop! But putting the 

effort in can mean you find the best sessions. The app, also keeps changes up to date, 

so make sure you have backup ideas if, for example, your session is cancelled last 

minute (it happened more than once!). Also, to attend at least one session that is not 

related to your research or your research interests. Most of all, though, don’t forget to 

enjoy yourself; there is opportunity to meet new people and reconnect with people that 

you have met at previous conferences. Boston was a wonderful place for our first AAG 

conference, and we had a great time. New Orleans next year… 

Hannah Brooking & Andrew Maclaren – Baseball fans and RGRG Postgraduate Reps 2016-17 
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 A postgraduate’s guide to conference attendance: http://www.rgs.org/NR/rdonlyres/E1AC77FD-610E-

4B6B-ADC3-C142750867E3/0/GreeneConferenceGuide.pdf 

 Surviving Academic Conferences without Crying: 

https://brainthatwouldntdie.wordpress.com/2013/07/30/surviving-academic-conferences-without-crying/ 

 AAG 2018: http://www.aag.org/cs/annualmeeting/about_the_meeting  

Photos by Brooking & Maclaren. Captions: 1.  Atop Prudential Tower at the end of the conference. 2. Massachusetts 

State House 3. Old State House located on the Freedom Trail, the oldest surviving public building in Boston. 4. Our first 

Fenway Park baseball game watching the Red Sox (they beat the Pittsburgh Pirates 3-0). 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RGRG Newsletter invites submissions for the Winter issue, deadline 25th November 2017. 

Send conference-related abstracts, text & pix and book reviews to RGRG Newsletter: 

Bruce.Scholten@btopenworld.com 
 
 

 
 

 

Thanks! to Steven Allan, Web Coordinator at Durham University Geography Department who’s assisted the editor 

2009-17. Photo credits include universities, institutions, publishers, and B.A. Scholten. 
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