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Victor the Moor

One of the foremost Roman scholars of the day, 
John Collingwood Bruce, noted that Victor’s 
face had been removed. The tombstone had probably 
been damaged when it was re-used, as many Roman 
stones were defaced in this way. Bruce also noted 
that Victor’s curly hair agreed with the words on the 
inscription that he was a Moor. Bruce clearly thought 
that Victor had some African racial characteristics.

John Collingwood Bruce

D M VICTORIS NATIONE MAURUM

To the divine shades of Victor by nation a Moor

ANNORUM XX LIBERTUS NUMERIANI

He lived 20 years and was freedman of Numerianus

EQITI ALA I ASTURUM QUI

horseman of the 1st Ala of the Asturians who

PIANTISSIME PROSEQUTUS EST

most devoutly conducted him to the grave

Numerianus, who had erected the tombstone in 
memory of his former slave Victor, may himself have 
been African, like his friend. Bruce suggests that this 
might be why there are errors in the language of the 
inscription, as a Roman from Italy or Spain would have 
had a better knowledge of Latin.

Both the tombstone of Victor, and the tombstone 
of Regina which had recently been found, showed that 
people from right across the Roman empire may have 
lived in the port and fort of South Shields. Information 
on Roman tombstones discovered during the late 
nineteenth century began to show the international 
character of the communities living in the frontier 
zone of Roman Britain.

The tombstone of Victor the Moor

right Translation of the inscription

Richard Hingley

Moor A person from Mauretania (an ancient country 
of North Africa), a dark-coloured person generally

In 1885, building work was taking place in 
South Shields on a large scale. On the site of 
a Roman cemetery, the workmen discovered 
the tombstone of Victor the Moor. This is 
evidence for a North African on the northern 
frontier of the Roman empire.
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