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1. Programme 
 
Welcome and introduction 

• Ms Catherine Max, independent sustainability advisor to SCIE 
 

Presentations 
• Professor Sarah Curtis, University of Durham and BIOPICCC 
• Professor Alan Short, University of Cambridge and 

 
DeDeRHECC 

Expert panel 
• Dr Tim Allison, Director of Public Health, NHS East Riding of Yorkshire 
• Mr Bill Puddicombe, Chief Executive, Equinox Care 
• Mr Duncan Depledge, Research Analyst, Royal United Services Institute  
• Dr Darius Campbell, Deputy Director, Adapting to Climate Change Programme, Defra 

 
Discussion chaired by Catherine Max 
 
 

Reflections from Tim Allison 
 
 

Conclusion and close. 
 
 

2. Biographies 
 
Catherine Max, Consultant 
 

Catherine Max is a strategic consultant, specialising in sustainable development, health and social 
care.  Her wide-ranging experience also includes policy and planning in economic development and 
employment, cultural services and legal aid reform, as well as several years as a commissioning 
editor at Cambridge University Press.  Catherine is a non-executive director of the NHS East London 
and the City Cluster of Primary Care Trusts and chair of the London NHS Carbon Reduction Steering 
Group.  She is a longstanding trustee of Equinox, a social care charity supporting people with alcohol, 
drug and mental health problems. 
 
Professor Sarah Curtis, University of Durham 
 

Professor Sarah Curtis is an internationally recognized specialist in the geography of health, focusing 
on the geographical dimensions of inequalities of health and health care. Her scholarship elucidates 
how and why varying geographical settings relate to human health inequalities. Sarah was appointed 
as Professor of Health and Risk at the University of Durham in 2006 and, among other research 
activities, leads the EPSRC-funded project ‘BIOPICCC - Built Infrastructure for Older People in 
Conditions of Climate Change.’  Sarah has worked on health policy development and evaluation of 
health services in many countries and has served as non-executive director of a NHS Community and 
Mental Health Care Trust and on the Advisory Board for the London Health Observatory. 

http://www.scie.org.uk/index.aspx�


 
Professor C. Alan Short, University of Cambridge 
 

Professor Short’s research group develops passive and hybrid low-energy design strategies for non-
domestic buildings in different climates, new-build and rebuild, projecting their future performance 
against current climate change predictions. As such, the focus is on cooling. A key current project is 
the EPSRC funded ‘Design and Delivery of Robust Hospital Environments in a Changing Climate 2009-
2012’ (£1.15 million) within the Adaptation and Resilience to Climate Change Programme. Alan and 
his research collaborators also design and build innovative low energy buildings. His practice invents 
innovative, low energy building design strategies for education, research, industry and commerce 
across the world’s populated climate regions.  
 
Dr Tim Allison, NHS East Riding of Yorkshire 
 

Tim Allison is Director of Public Health at NHS East Riding of Yorkshire and East Riding of Yorkshire 
Council and is Honorary Clinical Senior Lecturer at Hull York Medical School.  Following studying 
Medicine and Anglo-Saxon Norse and Celtic he worked as a hospital doctor before training in Public 
Health.  This included research into musculoskeletal disease.  He now has wide work responsibilities 
but has an interest in coastal health.  Tim is particularly pleased this year to have completed a trans-
Pennine cycle ride with East Riding colleagues. 
  
Mr Bill Puddicombe, Equinox 
 

Bill Puddicombe is the Chief Executive of Equinox Care, a voluntary sector provider of services to 
people in social exclusion, especially those affected by mental health problems and drug and alcohol 
dependency. His previous roles include Chair of Essex Probation Trust and Chief Executive of Phoenix 
Futures. Bill has worked as an adviser to the National Treatment Agency for Substance Misuse and a 
number of other statutory bodies. Bill is a Chartered Director and a Charter Member of the CIPD 
 
Mr Duncan Depledge, RUSI 
 

Duncan Depledge is a research analyst for the Climate Change & Security Programme. He holds an 
MPhil in Geographical Research from the University of Cambridge, as well as an MA in Political 
Theory and a BA (Hons) in History from the University of Sheffield. Prior to joining RUSI, his most 
recent postgraduate work explored the remarkable changes that have occurred in UK security 
discourses since 1997 in response to the growing prevalence of climate change and other 
environmental issues. Duncan's latest research focuses on the implications of climate change for 
global governance, and he has also contributed to recent RUSI studies on climate-related security 
impacts in Mesoamerica and China. 

Dr Darius Campbell, Defra 
 

Dr Darius Campbell is Deputy Director,  Head of Climate Change Adaptation and Mitigation Policy in 
the Department for Environment Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) currently responsible for the 
development of UK’s National Adaptation Programme.  Previous to working in this policy area, 
Darius was leading Defra’s Marine Environment Policy and Research programme, and has covered 
other policy areas in water supply, agriculture and rural development for the Department.  Before 
joining the Civil Service 10 years ago, Darius was working in international development, working with 
rural farmers on long term projects in Jordan, Nigeria and India. 
 
 
 
 


