
 
 

 
Classics and Ancient History at Durham 

 
Why Durham? 
 

 One of the largest departments of Classics & Ancient History in the UK; regularly ranked as 

one of the top four departments in the country (and currently ranked as the twelfth-best in 

the world). 

 Wide coverage of the discipline: languages, literature, history, ancient philosophy, ancient art. 

 Degree programmes offer a combination of breadth and depth: there is scope to specialise in 

your chosen area of interest (especially in BA Classics, BA Ancient History), but also room to 

explore more widely (especially in BA Classical Civilisation). 

 Latin and Greek at all levels: about half of our students start Latin and/or Greek with us; about 

half come to us with existing knowledge; our programmes provide room for students at all 

levels (who wish to!) to develop their language skills. (Latin and/or Greek are compulsory only 

on BA Classics; they are available as an option all other programmes). 

 Excellent international links, with possibility to study abroad. 

 

Courses 
 

 3 Single Honours: Classics; Classical Civilisation; Ancient History 

 2 Joint Honours: Ancient History & Archaeology; Ancient, Medieval & Modern History 

 Our biggest programme is Classics (ca. 50 students p.a.); Classical Civilisation and Ancient 

History typically have ca. 20 students each; our Joint Honours programmes have 5-15.   

 But! nb that we have no quotas for our specific programmes (only for our total intake); 

applicants should therefore apply for the programme which best fits their skills and interests, 

not the one which they think might have most space. 

Standard Offers 
 

 For our Single Honours: AAA 

 For Ancient History & Archaeology: AAB 

 For Ancient, Medieval and Modern History: A*AA (including an A-level in History) 

 Except for Ancient, Medieval & Modern History, we have no required A-levels; the only 

subjects we don’t accept are General Studies and Critical Thinking. 

 Applicants for BA Classics should demonstrate some linguistic aptitude, but this does not have 

to be an A-level in Latin and/or Greek: it could be (e.g.) a GCSE in a modern foreign language; 

or participation in an extra-curricular Latin or Greek club. 

 We might make lower offers, based on applicant’s educational (etc.) context. We do not make 

unconditional offers (except to post-A-level [or equivalent] applicants). 

What we look for 
 

 Excellent GCSEs and predicted (or actual) A-level (or equivalent) grades 

 For BA Classics: some evidence of linguistic aptitude (see above). 

 



 
 

 

 In the personal statement: a clear sense of why the applicant wants to pursue their chosen 

programme (what aspects of the subject are they particularly interested in? why?) 

 
 
Employability 
 
Classics and Ancient History students from universities such as Durham are highly valued by 
employers, who realise that, in studying for your degree, you have not only mastered the intricacies 
of Latin grammar, Augustan foreign policy or Aristotelian metaphysics, but have also acquired skills 
which are readily transferable in the jobs market. You have learned, for example, to think logically, 
to compile and evaluate evidence and to express yourself clearly and succinctly both orally and in 
writing. The aptitude of classicists for careers in computing is well-known, but our graduates have 
also found their way into careers as diverse as the civil service, gold dealing, insurance, journalism, 
law, accountancy, public relations and the theatre. 

Of those students that left in 2017: 

- 86% are in paid employment or further study 

Of those students in employment: 

- 76% are in graduate level employment 
- Median salary £24,000 

(Source: Destinations of Leavers from Higher Education (DLHE) survey of 2016/17 graduates.) 

 


