
 
 

 
Anthropology at Durham 

 
Anthropology is a broad subject that studies what it means to be human from social and 
biological perspectives. Students who study Anthropology at Durham encounter social, 
evolutionary and health anthropology. Social anthropology involves learning about how 
people around the world live and relate to others, including through political action, 
economic organisation, and religious practices. Social anthropologists explore these topics 
through descriptions of people's everyday lives based on long term fieldwork, often in 
societies very different to our own. Evolutionary anthropology includes topics like 
primatology, palaeoanthropology, anatomy and osteology, forensic anthropology, cultural 
evolution, human and nonhuman behaviour and cognition. Health anthropology  
explores contemporary issues relating to health and society such as Covid-19, the obesity 
'epidemic', mental health and wellbeing and antibiotic resistance. All our Anthropology 
degrees (BA Anthropology, BSc Anthropology, BSc Health and Human Sciences) include 
practical research methods training and a funded field school as well as studying theories 
that underpin the discipline. 
 
Who it’s suitable for… 
 
Anthropology at Durham is a great option for students whose interests cut across the 
sciences and arts and humanities and who might want to specialise in one of these areas but 
want the option to retain an interest in others. Many of our students come to us with a 
diverse ‘A’ level portfolio and choose our degree because they want to combine practical 
and theoretical work. Some decide to specialise in one area of anthropology, others pursue 
a more integrated degree. We are a big department so we can offer lots of options for 
students. 
 
What we look for in a personal statement… 
 
We want to recruit articulate, bright students, from all different kinds of backgrounds, who 
share genuine enthusiasm and excitement about the prospect of studying Anthropology. 
With this in mind, we are looking for well written, persuasive personal statements that give 
some indication of how this applicant became interested in Anthropology and what they 
hope to get out of studying it. Examples might include a book they read that inspired them, 
or a documentary or TV show that they watched that got them thinking about 
Anthropology! Or perhaps they have spent time working with people from different 
backgrounds to their own, and have become interested in social and cultural diversity? 
Because our programmes at Durham are interdisciplinary, and students work across social 
and evolutionary anthropology, we welcome personal statements that express an interest in 
thinking and studying across these boundaries. Students may also have an idea of which of 
these different areas they are most interested in which may have shaped their choice of 
course, and students can also discuss this in their application. For example, for applications 
to our BSc in Health and Human Sciences, a good personal statement might outline a more 
specific interest in the intersections between biology, health, and society. 
 
 

https://youtu.be/fuU2xnih9Lg


 
 

 
Employability 
 
Anthropology is a diverse degree and our students go on to do many different things, 
ranging from joining some of the UK’s top companies on graduate training programmes, 
working for the NHS or in public policy, or careers in research, medicine and science. Many 
also stay on for further study. We admit students to the department with ‘A’ level results 
ranging from BBB to AAB depending on the background of students and the context in 
which their results were achieved. Durham University’s Supported Progression programme 
(for students in the North East) and Sutton Trust programme (for students across the UK) 
are also excellent pathways into anthropology for students who would benefit from a bit 
more support in making the transition to university. There is no requirement for science-
based A levels to apply for the two BSc degrees. 
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