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Languages: Pathways to the World 



Knowledge of a first language 



Other first languages and dialects in the UK 



• ‘With the benefit of hindsight, that wonderful thing, I would have done it 
differently and delayed the lifting of compulsion until we'd made sure that 
more resources had been put in and languages had become embedded 
in primary schools. What I didn't foresee was the speed with which head 
teachers would allow pupils to drop languages. It also took much more 
time than I expected to get languages into primary schools.’ 
 

• ‘It's a terrible shame we have had this dip at secondary level while we are 
making the transfer. I thought it would hold steady while we were 
introducing languages lower down and I didn't expect so many heads to 
decide their kids didn't need to do a language.‘ 

Foreign language teaching  -  Estelle Morris, 2008  



(Socio) linguistic awareness in secondary education 

• ‘Current work in linguistics is not well represented in the school 
curriculum.’ 

 

• ‘There have been efforts to help schools introduce the teaching 
of grammar and phonetics to promote languages and interest 
pupils in language structure.’ 
 

• ‘Some teacher education programmes include courses in 
Linguistics but, as a general rule, it is not comprehensively 
integrated into teacher education.’ 

  



What can we do? 



Linguistic diversity in Britain: some facts 

• Polish is the main language of 546,000 people in England and 
Wales. 
 

• One in five people in London has a main language which is 
not English. 
 

• 100 different languages spoken across the UK, including 
Cornish, Manx Gaelic and Caribbean Creole. 
 
 
 

 

 







What is sociolinguistics? 

• Sociolinguistics studies all aspects of the relationship between language 
and society (Crystal, 2008: 440).  
 

• The main purpose is to record and analyse the relation of social situations 
and use of language by individuals and social groups at a point in time or 
over a time duration (Spolsky, 1998: 4).  
 

• Sociolinguistic competence is one of the components of communicative 
competence, which includes the grammatical knowledge of a language 
and the knowledge of how and when to use language appropriately. 

 



(Socio) linguistic awareness in secondary education 

• Sociolinguistic research findings in the foreign language class 
can be used to increase students’ awareness of own language 
use. 
 

• It can also develop an understanding of and respect for diversity 
in language use. 

 

 



Researchers and educators 

• Some researchers in Linguistics have recognised the relevance of 
their work to education and have published books and articles 
aimed at teachers and educationists.  

 

• Most continue to acknowledge a social responsibility to 
disseminate knowledge about language variation and linguistic 
prejudice to the public, to teachers and, through teachers, to 
children.  



Researchers and educators 

• Books written for the general public, e.g. Bauer & Trudgill (1999) and 

Denham & Lobeck (2014). 
 

• In some countries, linguists have worked with teachers and teacher 

trainers to produce books giving information about the linguistic issues 

most directly relevant to the classroom, e.g. linguistic differences between 

standard and nonstandard language and the grammars of spoken and 

written language. 
 

• This has worked well especially with bilingual or bidialectal learners,  

enabling students to acquire the standard language while maintaining 

their own way of speaking and thus their linguistic self-respect  

 



• Students as researchers of culture and language in their own communities.  
 

• New directions in classroom education could be generated by using ethnography* 
and sociolinguistics as teaching tools. 
 

• Students ethnographic and sociolinguistic research can be used to enhance the study 
of foreign language in the traditional language curriculum and to link with social 
action for improving students' lives and communities (in bilingual areas, for example).  
 

• Student projects can take place in secondary schools in various settings: 
multicultural, bilingual, bidialectical, or minority group (using the languages and 
dialects of the community). 

 
 

*exploration of cultural phenomena from the point of view of the subject of the study 
  

(Socio) linguistic Awareness in Secondary Education 



(Socio) linguistic Awareness in Secondary Education 

• Advantages: 
 

• Students are actively involved rather than passive recipients. 
 

• The aim is to deepen the students’ understanding of language: how 
a language works and how to manipulate it. 
 

• Generalisations are drawn in terms of theoretically motivated 
frameworks. 
 

• Recognising that languages differ but may share common 
grammatical, syntactical or lexical features. 

 



Possible sociolinguistic tasks for the classroom 

•  Research the interaction between culture, power and language. Examples: 
 

• ‘The language you speak most likely has relatives and certainly contains words 
borrowed from other languages. Which are they? From which languages?’ 
 

• ‘There is normally variation inside a language, which people often use to signal their 
social position, to identify the social position of others, and over which people's 
control is possible or limited. How is this done in English? And in language X?’ 
 

• Languages change over time, e.g. vocabulary, expressions, sounds, grammar, etc. 
Investigate this in English and language X. 

 

• Different changes accumulating in different areas can split what used to be one 
language into several and people can abandon one language and start speaking 
another one instead. Research whether this happened to language X.  

 


