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To comment further on these proposals, please visit: 

www.durham.ac.uk/elvetwaterside

The Burgage Plots

The space between Old Elvet and the new building reintroduces the 

walled burgage plot gardens, providing breakout space for users of the 

new building, Old Elvet residents and will be accessible to the general 

public.

Vennel Cottage Garden

A garden terrace in front of vennel cottage creates an intimate setting 

for the cafe as well as referencing the historic walled gardens. The 

original wall alongside the vennel provides a sense of enclosure.

The Vennel Route
 

The historic route of the vennel has been protected and maintained. 

The walls are retained as you come through from Old Elvet and the 

route is allowed to run through the building, partly enclosed by a 

glazed link which forms the main entrance lobby.

Landscape Precedents

The Undercroft

The space below the building is utilised for servicing and a small 

number of accessible car parking spaces, hidden away behind a 

screen.
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The landscape design aims to create a unique set of spaces that will provide an exciting 

journey for its users. The proposed design will enhance the existing character of the area, 

retaining some of the existing features across the site, including the historic vennel and 

mature trees, whilst creating positive connections between the river frontage, city centre 

and immediate surroundings. Further ecological benefits are:

• Planting that softens the changes in level across the development. 

• A mix of ornamental and SuDs species to create an exciting fusion of soft and hard landscaping. 

• Ecological enhancement through the regeneration of the dilapadated site, including the planting of insect    

 friendly and native tree and shrub species. 

• Proposed surface water pool will introduce a water body that provides a new ecological environment for    

 wildlife on the site.
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